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FARMINGTON ILLUSTRATED.

Giving a brief History of the Town and many Interesting Circumstances Connected.
The Tlustrations will include the Principal Places of Manufacturing, Business

Churches, Schools, and other views about town.
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history scorns to notice. So this sketch will bo gleaned for
the most part from tradition’s store of knowledge, for it is the
incidents of life that go to make it worth the living, An old
townsman who shall be nameless but whoso integrity is un-
questioned and whose mind, stored mth a weplth of reminis-
cences handed down from his gmndfnther— twas his only
legncy— says the first white settler to locnte on a blazed trail
that ran from the Plains (Rochester) fo New Durham Gove
was a man whose name was Berry. Mr. Beiry built a log
cabin near the present residence of the Hon.'E. T. Willson,
and set his traps for fur bearing animals up and down the
banks of the Cocheco. An Indian clnef "head of & tribe that

BY NED L. PARKER.

- '“*The spirit of independence and the successful resistance
to un]unt taxation which the revolution had fostered and de-
veloped. was the primary cause of Farmington's existance
08 o, towhship. Originally this territory, together with the
prescm}.?to\m of: Milton, was included in, the township limits
) hestor,nndunder the old Puritan regime theinhabitants
of. 0 vil‘lnge were compelled tomdm the support of the “true”
e at Norwny lengt “This was, mamfeaﬂy unfmr, for we

32‘_&:9 tnxédbtg a’il'ppor ac hureh and pré&cher frdm which, be-|lived in this valley, robbed Berry’s tmps, and “tis said that in
| cauge’ of the’ dxsttmce, ~very little benofit~spiritual or socinl— | & quarrel over some pelts, Berry kﬂlod the 8‘“’“8"’: und that

his bones toduy lie buried nenr wheze the cnbm stood. Here's
another version of the deceased “Poor Lo,” gjven in a sketch
of Farmington: “After the battle 6f Lovell's Fond, in which
Chamberlain shot the celebrated Indmn chief, Paugus, his
spn, Paugus Jr., wished to revenge lnmself upon Chamber-
lain, who kept & mill at Rochester. 'One day some of his
friends informed Chamberlain that young Paugus had ap-
peared in the village, and they thought he meant some barm.

Chamberlain did not feel afraid, however, but as night ap-
proached he took his rifle which he had taken from Paugus
Sr., after he shot him, and went down under the mill. Be-
fore doing 50 he hung a coat and hat in the open part of the

~Wns dem'ed.'“

the coat and hat indistinctly in the dusk of evening, believed

was sure to cause trouble if the savages became aware of the

the Indian’s body up here and buried it near the site of the
Eastman house.

LT
ng ob;ectxons were rmsed ngmnst the payment of
, and on December i, 1498 after s fvergl unsuc-
c esaful n\tfenﬁf)ts ‘Farington became a township The popu-
lation at that time was about one thousand, & goodly number
.o£ whom Jived on the Ten Rod road and at Merrill’s Corner.

’- -

|5 .. Thenew town was named byGeneral Richard Furber, who
: hved at’ Mérrill’s "Corner” .He was o brave soldier in the
;e\'olutlon, served us aid de camp at the surrender of General
Burgoyne, atid retired at'the close of the war, & general.
General Furber died in 1848, aged 95 years, and is buriad in
the cemetery at Rochiester, whence the remains were removed
from thie Furber Ixomestead near Merrill’'s Corner, some years
since. .
- Our first meet)ng houso, which in those days served asa

bv?ﬁ ifonse and ‘the. maetmg place for. all public gatherings;

was built near {he centre of the town, about two and a hdlf
‘ miles below the vﬂlngo. The elevation on which the church

| a8 erécted has ever since been known as Mestinghouse hill, EAST SIDE MAIN STREET, LOOKING NORTH.
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The absence of any large bodies of water near our village

The first church society was formed in 1819, when Rev.
undoubtedly robbed it of much early Indian history. The

James Walker of Concord preached alfernately in Milton and
Farmington. '

discovery of arrow heads, spears and rnde implements in the
fields and pastures prove beyond doubt that the redskin
traversed this valley on his way to and from the lake. Nature
did so much for the surrounding towns of Milton, New Du-
ham, Alton and Strafford in the way of beautiful lakes and
ponds that her available supply seems to have heen exhausted
and Farmington, left nearly destitute, had to be content
with the Cocheco river. But the early settlers were o hardy
lot who refused to be discouraged by the absence of abun-
dance of water power, and with the determinntion so charac.
teristic of early New Englanders, set about to lay the founda-
tion of a village that has been a credit to thew sturdy man-
hood and unyielding toil. Twice we came very near changiug
the course of the water that flows from Merrymeeting pond
80 it would flow down between the banks of the Cocheco. In
their windings in and out from their respective starting

mill. At length he saw Paugus approaching, who, seeing |

it to be Chamberlain, and fired. At the same time Chamber-|
lain fired and killed the Indian. The death of Paugus dJr.|

% | fact, so Chamberlain, with the aid of afew mill hauds, brought|

|{drawn on you by the selectmen of Sd Farmington for the
i| dollarf by the: tenth day of September next to the selectmen
‘{of Sd Farmington, and to pay the treasurer of Sd county

| gelectmen by the fifth day of March next. And if any perfon |
“| or perfons shall neglect or refufe aftor legal notice or warning,

Buyers of Christmas Presents will ﬁndI
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be a pair of cattle owned by the company, but for some
reason the offer was not accepted. Later in the century, at
the instance of the mill owners of Farmingion and Rochester,.
a bill to change tho course of Merrymeeting river was intro-|
duced in our legislature, but the powerful influence of the
Manuchester corporations kilied the bill

The first recorded warrant issued by the selectmen was
as follows:—

State of New Hampshire,
Strafford ss.

To Lieut. Ephraim Perkins, appointed collector of taxes
for the town of Farmington for the year 1799, Greeting. By
virtue of sundry acts of the legislature of snid state directing
and empowering the selectmen to raife money forthe Buppori
of achools and other necessary purposes, and agreesble to n
vote of the town to mife{noney for the support of the gospel,

Tewry qaece T i R o

v/EST SIDE MAIN STREET LOOKING NORTH.

and pursuant to a precept from the county treasurer to raife
money for the ufe of the county, you are hereby required in
the name of Sd state to levy and collect of all perfons men-
tioned in the foregomng lift herewith committed you to collect
the saveral sums set to their names in dollars and cents,
which sums you are to collect in silver and gold, or orders

We. have aﬂi |

in Crockery, ’(G‘“a}sswa,re
La,mlpsl

time being, and you are hereby directed to pay seventy-five
QT :"‘g
4 7;‘3':

4

LV PR

ﬁity dollars and forty-five cents on or before the firft day of |l
December next, and the whole of the remainder to the|

you are to take the same by distraint as the lsw directs, and
for your lawful proceedings this shall be your sufficiont

warrant.
Given under our hands and seals this eighteenth day of

TJune, 1799.

Also during the hohdays we‘\vﬂl make aegxft..'
with each dollar’s worth purchased in our crockery.
department. e e » \Alaoémbw AL

R e

IcuaBop Harves,
Erapaiy KiMBALL,
DaxieL Roserts,

Selectmen.

sors, Shears, Spoons Tonls Guns,:

Semd ow =

etc., in our hardware and . sporting s good
partment. The choicest selections of G
Nuts, Oranges, Dates, Figs, Cranbemes,
ples, Cheese, Raisins, Jams, Jellies, etc., in our
grocery department.

Come’to us for your Christmas Gifts,

we can suit you whether your purses be lean

or fat.

places there is a point, 1 the town of New Durlham, where

the Merrymeeting nver and the (‘ocheco are separated by a

CENTRAL STREET, LOOKING EAST.

MECHANIC STREET, LOOKING EAST. piece of land only about one hundred yards wide. Farly m! .
the last century the Cocheco Manufactuning Company ofl (‘ollector Perkins gathered m $597 46 during the year ~ 7 %
The village, or the Dock as 1t was formerly called, 18| Dover were lumbening up in that locality, and quick to see "and this amount puad the runung expepses of the town n.nd PY N
situated in the mortheast cormer of the towuslup on land|the advuntage of having an additional volume of water flow- left $92 47 on hand  The relectmens compensation thnt &'@
formerly owned by Mr. John Ham. ing their way, took the matter under commderntion  Mr. year was $3 00 ench- §9 00 anall  The pansh account con- WIIISO“ v
Yo much for the cold, dull facts concermny the Iarth of Izah Horne, grandfather of the present owner of the l-um‘tmued among other items these 1nteresting entrecs l’md E I ) §
ithe town. Tradition gives more color to the mcidents con- line, was 1n the employ of the corporntion and offered to 1l|g Mr Genn i part for preacling, $54 00 Pard (‘aptmn‘m . W
lnected with the early days and the trals of the first settlers. | 8 diteh that should connect the two nvers and thus change {Furber » il i full for the use of lis houte for meetang, §1 66 & %
$ - foc . \ . oo e . s N o o . o . r o BT 0o 2,
She stoops to munor facts and ghpses of hfe that diguitied the course of the Merrsmeeting  Hin compensation was u.l Prad Willim Kmght for the use of Iny barn e full, §3 0t @Kggggé@%@ 235 §g€<gi€€<€€é@ '



