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EXCURSUS

Infants are hively enough, therr senses are all wide awake, but if you
put them nto a class, and require them to give therr united attention to
any thing, then comes the tug of war Heads, arms, legs, bodies, and
tongues, are all in motion An ordinary person cannot make them sit still,
or look stidl, or give two minute’s continuous attention to any thing he
says, but as soon as there comes before them, a man of strong and
earnest nature,—a born teacher, he hushes them 1nto silence at once, by a
gesture, he fascinates every eye by his earnest gaze, he presents his sub-
ject vividly, and simply,—he throws his soul into 1t, and the little ones
hang on his looks, and listen to his words, and partake of the enthusiasm
which he feels and shows, and communicates to them If an ordinary man,
not a born teacher, attempt to mmtate this, he faills There 1s not about his
natural manner,—his natural language, (so to speak) enough of earnest-
ness and power, to arrest and control the minds of his class, he cannot
magnetize them, he cannot hold therr attention, and so he has to resort to
other modes For earnestness, he 1s very apt to substitute anger, and he
calls i artficial apphances, promises and rewards, or more commonly,
threats and punishment, to supply his own short comings —Samuel
Gridley Howe, “Traiming and Teaching Idiots” (Massachusetts Senate
Report No 38 ) Boston 1850, pp 51-52
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