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Correspondence of The Tribune.
EaoLg Pass, Ssturday, Jan. 18

Since even the Becretary of War has announc-
od the necessity of amending the feeble, ansyate-
matic half-measures that are wasting so mach of
the blood and revenues of the coantry to o littlo
purpose, on our extended f{rontier, perhaps a
quiet looker on may be forgiven for saying one
word more on @overnment omissions. While
the last seasion, Congress spent nime months
doing that which it ought not;to have done, it omit:
ted to devote as many days to doing those thiage
which it should bave done, and as nearly as uno
can judge from the results, the Oabinet was
equaily busy belpiog the legislative branch to d.»
nothing. Partizans and fame hunters sqaabble !
vebemently over the exact line of latitade an
longitade that was to circumscribe the shadowy
march of an imaginary slave army into Now
Mexico, but what stateaman upraised his voico
against the real existing, overwhelming servitud.
that sits a paralysis vpon the country and cloge
the wheels of lile—that makes her a half doad
skeleton, a bye-word of poverty and sloth, untt
would keep her a starved paaper among her ric':
aod active sisters, neglected and forgotten in n
oorner of the family domaio, 80 soou as she cease!
to be a convenieut football for the {))hyen o ta.
political circus at Washington. Did one man
of all those who made speeches about - Southurn
rights’” and **humao liberty” in New-Mexico ox-
pend one sentence for her real salvation, or tucn
one glance at the Peon servitude whiob enthrails
two thirds of her population !

New Mexico must be guarded agaiost a Btate
constitution that will pat berlandless, uneduca.e:!
tillers of the 20il atthe teet of the landowners; 11,
as [ before warned you, @ property yualificatis:
Jor voters and lav's for smprisonment for deb! «rv
all that i3 required to the sgnorant, enslaved
and homeless Indians of New-Mexico in bondag=.

These are three immediate wants of that half
buried region, and it is at once the daty and the
intereat of the whole Federal family to see their
embarrassed sister relieved of her bonds aud

laced in the %lth of prosperity and independence.

Hatever enhances the wealth of the individua

partoers, increases, as of course, the commou
. capital of the Union. First, humanity ead policy

demands that another servile reoco and another
form of bondage sball not Le introduced in the
bosom of our motherland, to distract the peacc
and rend her members asunder. Present Susticy
and foture pesce require the instant and £-m
abrogation of Peonsge. Let it take root in Ne #

Mexico and we may soon hare a Peon Btate it .

Western Texas; to be followed by the aanexe
tion of other Peon Btates torn m Mexisu.
You may smile at the term * Peon State'’ ax &
chimers, and it will be but a phantom if Nuw
Mexico is not made sovereign this or the com:ay
ear. Batif she is, the phantom bardens int: s
lack and iron reality, and before you have
touched it to know what the atern substance is
like, California, the Free, may be legalizing h.r
code of Apprentice Labor, and Impriconment for
Debt: Let Mr. Webater look to his laarels, or ac
may find too late that he is weariog the black
vettle o Peonage in his historio chaplet. The
second claim of N&w Mexico is a thorough geo
jeal survey, and it is & pity that none of her
rous purses tbought of urging for her

this “ most belpfal medicament.” "This survey
would keep most salatary step with the mlilitary
reconnoissance which everybody concedes is duw
and inevitable, but which nobody sets about giv
ing ber in earnest. The immense mineral woalth
which is scattered in marvellous abundance ani
moat orderly confasion, over the wrinkled front
of her mouatains, would, if fairly given tn the
world's notice, attract to her healthy vales aad
sunpy plains the men to make her forges ber fuul
ish daysof Peensge. and the capital to decorate
her new-born greatness with luxary aad wisdom.
The sales of public domain thet would accrne
from a better knowledge of the rich minfog re-
gions locked upin ber umexplored sierras, and
which are not yet monopolized, would liberaliy
repay whatever is lent—for it is only lent her—
from the National Treasary. Prompt action isthe
more necessary, as by ber present iaws, whoevar
‘*denounces”’ or informs the authorities that he
has discovered and appropristed & mine, becomas
its owner. The restiess tide of specalators will
flow in and “ demounce” extensivaly, and for the
purpose of selling out sguin to actaal workers,
gnd thus secure to themselves the first purchese
movey, which should go to reimbarse the Nation
for its outlay. Mere speculators, as Texas has
found to her cost, are worse than profitless drones;
_ are wischievous leeches, who prodace

D P themselves, and draw undeserved for-
tunes from the publioc resources and private in.

indutrﬁ.
A collateral need with this early survey and

advertisement of the mineral lands of this on,
is the establishment of oom ¢t trib to
ascertain and settle pretended land titles. Noth-

ing can be more loose, indefinite, and, we may
add, unfounded, than the titles to an immense por-
tion of the lands of New-Mexico. A fow
families claim it all, and this shats the doorto s
bome and ind ence to the laboring classes.
This it is that Peonizes the poor w en in
all Noew-Mexico. They have no foot of groand to
rest upon, and must socept, on the landowaers’
own terws, the uarrow privilege to toil—to starve
and to die on bis s0il. The adoption, survey and

class into ber stagnant iadustrial system,
ropest, the returss from thuse sales, while i '.l.
turps tothe generaltraasary every dotlar adv:

for her bo&oﬂt. will b.(;ul'\ s r;uoubl. foe =
bringio ® resouroes vow-Me i
and nglet . xieo into l“
Emancipation from Jomestic enthralment, thg
survey and rmmwn ol ber territory, and she
settlement of her combdious land monopoly, arg
direct and pressing oblixatious, which the (Feae.
ral Government, in its cavacity of guardian te thy
infant State, sbould lose no time in diechars
There 14 still 8 foarth debt, which s imperti
admitted, and still moro imperfectly attendod
that is & part of this geueral necessity, and
close interest to the whole ruvand of States.

To bring New-Mexix into family iatercoursg,
we must open & door io the wall of isolatka n
surrounds ber, and show her how she can sheke
bands with her sisters. No fair attempt to do
this has been made. Tbhe trains that have
ered blindfold from the Galf of Mexioo to
820 del Norte thought they were doing sowmee
thing that way—and they were, negatively, ip
Narning what to avoid; bat the probable path of
fature trade, which shoald aleo be our line ofope
eration for border defonse, has never received g
word or glance of notice. That it has aot. proved
bow far the Government falie short of its duty.=
From the coast to the head waters of the Colorse
do River are balf & dozen tracks, known to bg
g00d and feasible for teams, and reaning through
& rich and beautiful country. From the harburg
up balf way to Banta Fé, say 500 or 660 milegy
there can be no question which is the beet
although the Government has never tried it ;
what is still more important, from the spper wae
ters of the Colorado runs the most direct and

ticable line of commrunication between New.
exico and the sea. It is yet untried, and uae
spoken of—but to it they muat come ab lust, just
as the studiously neglected line between the
Nueces and Rio Bravo is the one that must duake
ly be adopted and protecied, as the proper diresg
roate from the onast to El Pato and all the portg
below it on this frontier Tbe stardy determing
tion not to see the importance of these ruates tg
the interior will be difli-ulc to overcome. bat in
three or four years they will be opened by indi.
vidual eaterpriso. Then. when no one cares fo
them, we will be favored with comtly exploring
parties and elaborate reports, with isnumerable
rlne- and tables, fnﬂm‘l atl ozner_lgm: aod usee
ese lumber, in sufticient quantities to cover wp
and hide from sight the wasted blood of the pige
neer citizens. Cura Moxrvaouzmy, .

————p it .
Rustavisx Amerfoan Cluzens in Moexloe.
Correspondence of The Tribuse.
EAGLE Pass, Tuesday, Jan. 38, .Iﬂl.
. Ihave propounded to the bigher authorities an
important question, but great bodies move o swn
that I would aak of you and the people aspeedieg
opinion. It scarvely touched us before, but soW
that our settloments are crowdiog to the Brave
river, its solation may cost many an innocent men
his liberty and life, and perheps be made the exe
ouse for another war, and the waste on Wexican
und of another twenty thoasand lives. anothet
apdred million of dollars, and anoverfiowiogtide
of demoralization and ull'erj:’ﬁ for all who coma
in contact with the river ot blood-glory. This them
is the question—give it heedfal attention ;e
American citizens can be and are enslaved frr delt
in Mezico. Will our Government apply aremady?,
Do not doubt the fact, and (ail not to urge prés
ventive measures: above all do not aocept the
equivocal denials and false representations with
w“:ich it is now the fasbion for our pablic servents
to gloss over their derelictions and “ make
worse sppear the better reason.” One simpla
example out of the thick harveat of them that iy
now springing up oo the river will set the princk
ple in its proper light. VicTOR EsrrTa, 8 manin
the mechanic class, and guilty of some adaixtarg
of Indian bloud, became an American eitizon by
the annexation of Texas, and by the final treaty
with Mexico, which repealed and oonfirmed the
naturalization of the inhabitants of Mexisaa stock
who resided on our side of the line. Victor is now
in the service of an American family as groom
and confidential oat-door servant, and is mudk
liked by his employer for bis good natured lelity
and his courage in the cattle range; for overy ong
is not willing to ride and sleep out alone mile
from the lotgloment in an ladian country. Viewe
is always ready for an enterprise, and is naver 03
bappy as when he is called to take his borse od
and go on some perilous errand. Buch & tag
of value on the border, and it is & great depwe
back to his own usefulness, and tho interest of kis
employer, that he cannot be sent over the dves
on any of the frequent occasions in which he
be especially serviceable. Unfurtanately be eanv
not set foot on the opposite bank withoat lgml-
nent denger of belng caugbt sad ounslaved,al
though he is an American citizen. I have
and satisfactory right to belicve he does aoiim
Jjustice owe anything, bat it is easy to rake s
genon & peon there on the mere socusativa of
eb:s. His citizenship is rether an incambranes
in sach a atrait, for he bas no protection feoun MeZe
fean laws, and I have never heard a hiog of the
possibility of our Governwent interfering for the
rescue or redress of & citizen thue deprived of 1ib
erty. Victor, who laughe eu lightly st danget
from the arrows of the rodoubtable Camaun
fell & victim to the delicate shafts of a little bl
boy ramed Capid. On a visit to 8an Fernsndow
for mark you, he has never vitiated his citis
by & resfdence in Mexico since he aoquired
and it was on a visit only that he doably forfel
bis freedom—Victor met a bewitching pesa
to whom he lost bis heart. Hisenelaver wat
self a alave for the mighty sum of 816, and like
all other peons bad no earthly prospeos of ever re»
guining ber freédom. Victor had no money—few
children of the red race ever bave it oftea or long
—but he had a very fair Mexican horse aud bis
gn. and he gave them to an old man in pledge fo2
e repayment of the expense and trouble ol sange

sale of the public domain in New-Mexico will in-
treduoe the life sud bealth of & bome-possessing

gling bis beloved Guadalupe over to the Amecioss
side. It did not cost the old Bhylock more thea 8
dollar and a day’s journey to deliver the rosawsy

peon girl to her enamored Victor, but be bed the
consclence to charge $18, and the brid o el
too bappy to cavil at any price for his rescaed

treasure. Guadalupe, however, exaoted anothet
sacrifice, when she found that she could neverres
visit the other side withort being snatcaed v
again as & peon sorf; she insisted thas the debs
sorvitude should be cancelled. Victor's employet
willingly advanced the money, &nd the pretty Ine
dian girl became the wife of an American ci

but at the price of transflerring her yohe
slavery to the neck of the hasband. Victor's
wages are 8612 a mouth, and the money fof
Quadelape’s smancipation, some clothes fur. his
bride, of which she atood sufficiently in need, sod
a trifle of old arrears left him so mach in debt to
his employer thas he couid not ask for the m:

to redeem his borse and gun. had st

bis diffcuity at once, his long and faithfol serviog
would doubtless have procared him the inlal
gence of the advance further required. Inatesd
of this, be waited until he had nearly worked ouf
bis bridsl debts on the Amerinen side, and thes,
when be went to bring bis Mexican oreditur o 8-
settlement, the old knave aot only refased s give
up the pledged property, bat demanded $18
more, a3 a debt which Victor had admitted,
Victor repudiated this new charge, and the old
creditor s now watohiog to amrest bim os
the other side of the river, and sell him for the
debt. I nowrepeatthe question—Can this Amere
scan cilszen be enslaved for debt 7 If oar Goverse
ment will not take the trouble to settle thie oo
tion properly, the liberty of bundreds, sye, thos
sands of our poorercitizens, come from whet State
they will, fs {n peril. The neglestto guard ayuins
epslaving our citizens, scd even kida

them from our soil, must lead to serious evils,
not actual war. The Presidont and Mr. Wabset
will be gailty of all these consequences i, ia
favorshie season of their power, they do sot

early and energetic action in these matters.

shut them off from excuses of “ no formal nethe,
&c., bf’l legal autbenticated case of kidnapeitg—
that of Manuel Rios—is dulé lodged in the Gsste
Department. oRA MONTGOMBRY-
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