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LETTERS ON NEW-MEXICO.-N0.1II,

Peonnge.
Corre: pondenae i The Tribune.
Eanie Pass. Rio Girande, Oct. 24. 1340,

While the Soutb ard the North—or rather the
demagogues of the Soath and of the Nort'—are
ready to tear each other to pivces and destroy
with arfilial hands the lite of their great mother,
the Union, about Slavery—which ono defends as
Its especial interest, and the other attacke ae an
capecinl enemy—both overlook still higher iater-
csts and more immediate necessitics.  Tho South
cannot recall its wasted sdvantages which it has
thrown away—thcy are gone furever: but the
Nutth can now prove that principle—not 8 nar-
row sectional risalry —ie the motive power of its
Anti-Siavery incursions into Southern ticlds. If
it is honest, truthful and wisc, ity thousandaouls
will risc out of bondage at its word. Itie start-
ling, is it not? to prculiarly accuse the North of
endapgering by ite detaalt the freedom of Bty
thoasand souls? Yet I make the accusation that
while Nurthern statesmen lonsened not a single
rivet. bastened not by a day the tinal breakiog of
the chain of African bondage thercby, they have
most carclessly periled the liberties of fifty
thousand hap'ess Indians. Let the statcmeot
stand forth and so clearly read, that the danger
may be averted, that the evil may be cured. If
the friends of Humiaity gl Progress do wot con.
fine all their tenderness to their brethren of Afri
can descent, let them think and act with some
directness and cnergy for the salvation of the
thrice-wronged ited Race in New-Mexiro. There
is yettime tu savo the [cons of that State frum
Larsh bondnge of indetinito duration.

I do not sce the papers regularly, and have mot
even thought of following up the interminable
Bancombizing of Congress, and it inay have been
stated, though I have not scen any correct detini-
tion of Peon servitude. Peonage, by the letter of
the Mexican law, is merely the claiming of &
man's personal services in payment of debt, if be
has no oth:er mcans to satisty his creditor. This
does not look so unreasontble on paper; if & man
contracts deb:s he onght to pay them : and it he
haa nothivg but Ljs 'sbor to give he should be
willing to pl{ in labor. No one can say this
r-ads to very hard aud anjust; but in practice it
in a base fraud on the libesty of the debtor asd on
the claims which hia tfaily aud socicty to whom
he alsu owes hia services) have the natural right
to present with Lis other creditors.

tis but yesterday, as it were, that the oldest
and most culightencd Stotes abolished Imprison-
ment for Debt, and any of them have politically,
the capacity to revive the old ibuse. Neow-Mox-
ico, 28 & State in ite minority, will be permitted to
regulate its own domeatic relntione, and it has but
to so word its statute that P’con 3ervitide takes
the less distateful uame of lmprisonment for Debt.
The I’con necd pot remain 1a servitude—nat at
all! he is pertectly Iree—tree to atarve in jail or
work for his master, as bLefore. Tt is true that for
everﬁtlniug beyond his rations of a peck of corn a
week,
for even his miserable blauket, ‘often his entire
wardrobe,j fur every dose of medicine if he is
sick, for every pound of meat, he contracts pew
debts. and thus his cup of servitule is kept per-
petually filled : but, atter all, ke is a frce man;
lie 1. 8y ro to the prison, and be worked as @ paa-

erthere, ithe dnes not like to work for his creditor.

here is, ‘oay the law-givers.) oo injusticc, no ser-

vitude in the case—it is ouly a fuir, legal Imprison.
mentfor Debt. And surely you are oot so wickedly
disrespectfol of the laws as t dispute the power
and rquity of New-Mexico it she choses to inforce

on servitude on her fitty thousand homeless,
r:ndlen Indians. {'ndoubtedly uot: her richt o
reguiate the laws oo imprisoument for debt io as
scucd and complete asthe right of Victorin b her
theere, or of the State Church ot Eogland to deal
cut the mcasure of lilerty allowed to the con-
sciences of Jews and Catholics. New Mexico
will hencefurth have the power to contiuug peon-
age by making itimprisonment for debt. Wl
she do'en? That is & question fur the active, elo-
quent friends of Human Freedowto decide at the
next meeting of Congress. As s part ot Texas
she would have bad oo such power, awd her peon
clazs—iprobably two-thirds of her entice popala-
tion —must perforce, lave walked furth from their
chams. Letthose who have civen to the young
Territury the power to legislate in independcace,
wazch well that tke power is uot absolutely leat
to the cause of servitude. On their consciences
be the respoosibility !

Thie evil of peen servitude, is the more diticalt
of cure, as the suilis held by & few lacge laid-
owners. The peon bas co home cr land whereon
to begin indep-ndence. Think of one man own.
ing sixty or & bundred square leacues of land,
Lk some of the Armijos, Salazars and Trias
family ! The chicf part of the suil is held in this
way, and in some dirertions you may ride a whole
day in a straight lie on & siugle estate. These

estates, larger than tire larzest Countics of New--

Yotk or New- Eogland, are renerally covered with
herds and flocks that are counted by their owner
by thousauds and tens of thousands. and yet
meat is not an every-day luxury with their peon
servents. Each shepirerd and r{erdlman is gcpt
to a rigoroas account of his charge. It there isa
detauit, or 8 guspicion of defauir, the lash is not
spared.  These Mexican niasters, who lovk liess
ven in the face and cali therselves men, repabli-
cauns and Christians, have less interest iatheir
peons than the planter in hig Liacis.

The burning eye of Public Opinionis unon every
Amerii 8o, He wust feed, clothe and fiuse his
scrvasts, and wheo they are old, maimed or help-
lcss, be must still care for them . the law and his
fellow-ritizens will not let him escape the duty.—
The Mexican master does neither, and nnbody
expects it of him. The scanty susteoauce allyw.
«d Ly law woull keep this side of stareation
Lothing but tnis abstomivis Hed Race, o their
cousine, the lshn:aevtes ot the D-ecrt. As tor
reimont, ne oy s e Union wonld ¢leeate for
sireetg ench & specta ' of dacind
morery 10 iiese cior s exeibitin thais nerad xach.
0 EeY 8L Lo aneer work, ¢ aax liva wr

ace turoed ot f s

PasTIoy dnne diey

he must contract new debts; it is true that,

Cdic ke beastoof iy fi-! Thers are favored
. sections ik wiich e jour sorvitude is less inighs-

L for cebt it s ot o

ful, Lnt, 1 repeat, ti - re 'y 't W CONSDANILY N thg
U:tbed $t: tes that wor . stravise tae master
who fud, edothe , sid ;- coshod s slavegag heast
Ay a8 the prous M nooe—ut exelalag L e
iy Lotsald W New M- aico—are fed, clotaed
Sul punisBed, and 3ot @ ou)y & soficad), ouis
GUUP IR PRISOL et v Gel g !

The scjustion o New Mexnioo mav-—io thy
rourae U LIe musi—rod e the Ked lisce witie
v bed Laits frow peesu bowiege . Lutto o it weil
aud do it at ouce s it e duty of Congress. Lot g
el thut peon servitoie il imprisoument lor
debt <iial wot be pereiiod alide the Territory .8
Giuer tbe immeuiate jupiage of the Oeurz”l
Guverrmentoend U e s stea w. T be so broken :lp
Ly the time the Btate’ conies of are and enterg
3 on se.f coverument.:! st it wiil be impossible 1o
retarntot - There w o be eo ledal imprisonment
Luted expressly .
{:o-p :crv:ludn—u.-u when l’*ll‘il 53‘-‘.;:':'-‘:\2
Lo laberer may cawmacd wore thar, reat
8 dey fur Lis hire. He may thea bo;::‘:“gl:ft:

- cow, 8 bitof lad, atome in o ort, for love, and

bope, aod sclforeapoct, and all the bousebotd vir-
tuce that ripen manivvt, to gestle in and upjor
their expanding Lichs- sud may learnto forget the
upnumbercd wrongs pe has recvived from the
Wt.tes. _ CoRa MONTG MERY,
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