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t7!-~ M e t r o p o l i t a n  D i s t r i c t  Conmi s s i o n  k ~ i t ! l  c r i . r ~ ? i n a l  n e g l e c t  

i n  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  -lo a b a t e  known and o b v i o u s  s o ) n c e s  of p o l l u -  

. -, t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e s  of  D o r c h e s - t e r  hay. S t + s s i n g  t h z - ?  

o v e r a l l .  c l e a n u p  of Boston Hapbop i s  beyond t h e  f i n a n c i a l  

r e s o u r c e s  of B o s t o n  and  t-he M. D .  C .  and must  b e  t i e d  t o  mass ive  

F e d e r a l  g r a n t s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  a u - t h o r i z a t i o n s  s p e l l e d  c;ut 

i n  t h e  Clean Water R e s t o r a t i o n  Act  o f  1 9 6 6 ,  the S e n a . t o r  be-  

l i e v e s ,  however ,  - t h a t ,  "it i s  t o t a l l y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

c i t y  a ~ i d  t h e  M . D . C .  i-o d e b a t e  For.] y e a r s  a ~ i d  i i t l g a t e  -in cuil1.t 

whose o b l i g a - t i o n  i t  i s  t o  a c t ,  w h i l e  rzw sewage i s  knowTngly 

b e i n g  pumped i n t o  D o r c h e s t e r  Bay a t  t h e  C a l f  P a s t u r e  and  

d i s c h a r g e d  from m a l f u n c t i o n i n g  t i d e  g a t e s " .  

Moakley c h a r g e d ,  "Bos ton  h a s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  secr5.f i c e d  

c l e a n  w a t e r  i n  Dol -ches te r  Bay i n  ordel- t o  en  joy a r e d u c t i o n  

i n  i t s  M . D . C .  s e w e r  assess r ien- t  by c o n t i n u i n g  t o  puxp o f f  t h e  

C a l f  P a s t u r e " .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t-he ?I. I). C.  h a s  b e e n  a  d i s m a l  

f a i l u r e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  1 9 5 1  L e g i s l a t i v e  mandate  To c l e a n  

t h e  ~ i a t e ~ l s  o f  Bos ton  H a r b o r .  

I n  1 9 5 1  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  M . D .  C .  t o  spend  

$110 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  i n  Bos ton  Harbor  

i n c l u d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n t s  which would p e r m i t  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  

Moon Head and  C a l f  P a s t u r e  pumping s t a t i o n  and  t h e  r e h a h i l i t a t i f i n  

o f  t i d e  g a t e s .  



The c u r r e n t  t h r e a t e n e d  c l o s i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  

D o r c h e s t e r  Bay t e s - l - i f i e s  t o  t h e  M .  D. C .  ' s  f a . i l u r e  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  

ac t  t o  a b a t e  p o l l - u t i o n .  

Sena- tor  Moakley c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  immedia te  s t e p s  

t o  i s s u e  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  u s e  o f  D o r c h e s t e r  Bay: 

F i r s t ,  t h ; i t  -khe - C i t y  o f  Boston d i s c o n n e c t  t h e  ovepf low 

w e i r  a t  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  M.D.  C .  sewer n e a r  M t .  Vernon 

S t r e e t  and  Kosc iusko  C i r c l e  i n  D o r c h e s t e r ~ .  T h i s  o v e r f l o w  w e i r  

d i v e r t s  d u r i n g  s t o r m s ,  p a r t  of-  B o s t o n ' s  s ewer  d r a i j i a g e  t o  iiie 
G&\ 

end o f  Columbia P o i n t  and  u l t i n l a t e l y  it i s  purrip t o t a l l y  un- 

t r e a t e d  :.nto Bos ton  H a r b o r .  

Second ,  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  Y a t e r  P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  

i n  con j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Depar tment  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  i n i t i a t e d  

e f f e c t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  by  i d e n t i f y i n g  known p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  

polluters. 

T h i r d ,  t h a t  t h e  M . D . C .  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e p a i r  t h e  t i d e  g a t e s ,  

c l e a n  t h e  s e w e r  l i n e s  and  e f f e c t  t e m p o r a r y  c h l o r i n a t i o n  of t1-ie 

s t o r m  s e w e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  d u r i n g  o v e r f l o w .  

F o u r t h ,  t h a t  t h e  M .  D. C .  i n m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r t a k e  s i t e  p l a n n i n g  

t o  c o n s t r u c t  a d e t e n t i o n - b a s i n - c h l o r i n a t i o n  s ta t : -on a t  Commer- 

c i a l  P o i n t  t o  t r a p  and  t r e a t  s t o r m  w a t e r s  and  sewage c u r r e n t l y  

f l o w i n g '  i n t o  Tenean Beach and  Dorches-ter Bay. U t i l i z i n g  t h e  

d e t e n t i o n - b a s i n - c h l o r i n a t i o n  i d e a ,  e x c e s s  sewage w a s t e  f rom 

t h e -  combined s e w e r  s y s t e m  would be  k e p t  f rom b e i n g  washed i n t o  

t h e  Neponse t  R i v e r ,  even  d u r i n g  h e a v y  s t o r m s .  The s y s t e m  works 

by d e t a i n i n g  t h e  s t o r m  waters b e f o r e  t h e y  o v e r f l o w  t h e  r e g u l a r  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  h l h i l e  i n  t h e  b a s i n  the' sewage i s  c h l o r i n a t e d .  A f t e r  

t h e  s t o r m ,  t h e  b a s i n  opens  and  dumps t h e  m i x t u r e  back  i n t o  t h e  

s e w e r  s y s t e m  t o  Deer  I s l a n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t o  D o r c h e s t e r  Bay. 

Such a d e t e n t i o n  b a s i n - c h l o p j - n a t i o n  s t a t < . o n  would c o s t  $ 4 . 7  m i l l i o n .  



F i f t h  ! Ul t i .ma te ly  t h e  Congres s  nlust h o n o r  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  

commitments i n  t h e  form o f  i n c r e a s e d  money a u t h o r i z a t i o n - ,  f o r  

g r a n t s  u n d e r  t h e  Clean  Wate r  A c t .  The Nixon A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

r e q u e s t  f o r  o n l y  214 m i l l i o n  i n  arid, m e r e l y  muddies  t h e  w a t e r s .  

" i h a t  i s  needed  rin t h e  l o n g  r u n  t o  c l e a n  Bos ton  H a r b o r ,  I loakley . . 

s c  yi , i s  >, nlass ive  ci\ri.l v o r k s  progY7am c o ~ l g r e s s i o n a t l y  a u t h o p i z e d  

and f i n a n c e d  by F e d e r a l  f u n d s .  


