o ;

Col. Rivas

discussion below).

6. Embassy and Sal

the potential obstacles withip the Salvadoran dudicial system to

a econviction of those presertly charged with the murders.

THE MENJIVAR-AVILES AFFAIR

{note: this information is based on staff, and some Member-level
discussions with U.S. Embassy personnel)

On January 2nd, U.S. Mil. Group leader Col. Milton Menjivar was
told that an Bmerican Major in his unit had been told some ten
days previously of a conversation between the Col. Benevides and
SIU head Lt. Col. Rivas in which Benevides admitted at least some.
responsibility for killing the Jesuits. This information was
passed to the Major by Col. Aviles, a friend, who said he had
obtained it from Lt. Col. Lopez y Lopez, a former head of the

S1U, who was then providing assistance to Rivas.

Acting without the permission either of the Ambassador or DCM
Jeffrey Dietrich, Menjivar and political officer Janice Elmore
immediately confronted Col. Ponce and unspecified other members
of the high command with the information. Ponce responded by
telling Menjivar to put the accusation in writing.

- Menjivar returned to the Embassy and prepared'the statement and
returned to the High Command. Col. aviles and Lopez y Lopez are
brought in, both deny they said anything to the American Major.
Both Aviles and the Major are polygraphed, both fail.

Five days later, SIU has produced evidence from ballistics tests
that prove Atlacatl involvement in the murders. Cristiani makes

the announcement of military involvement and arrests follow soon
thereafter.
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POSSIBLE QUESTIONS:

1. Given the importance of the alleged conversation between Rivas
and Benevides to any assessment of the integrity of the
investigation; and given the fact that an American major has been
accused of lying about this conversation; why haven't the two
people who could confirm the truth of the American major's story
been polygraphed: Lt, Col. Rivas and and Lt. Col. Lopez y Lopez.

2. Why did Col. Menijivar act without permission from senior
Embassy officials? who, other than Col. Ponce, was present when
Menjivar and Elmore went to the High Command? Why did Ponce
demand that the accusations be put in writing? Can the Task Force
obtain a copy of the written statement taken back to the High
Command by Menjivar?

3. Was this sequence of events the triggering factor in the SIU's

- production of evidence to implicate the Atlacatl?

4. What were the results of subsequent polygraph tests of the
American Major?

5. Why did Col. Aviles confide in the American major?

6. If, in fact, Benevides told Rivas of his involvement—-when did
this conversation occur? What actions did Rivas take as a result
of this knowledge? More basiéally--if Rivas was aware, at an
early date, of Benevides' guilt, why did it take until ggrly
January before this information went public and then only as the
result of Menjivar's willingness to confront Ponce?
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 BY GHRIS NORTON.

“ANSAIVADOZ"Ou thie diy I firsmer /| §
“him, U5, Arify, Major Eria Bucks.| -

Tund was mixious ta k. Jowas one
week iuto the November rebel
offeruive, and he wus bothered by aetls
clesinthe U.S, press slamming the Sal-
vadoran army fer its indlscriminace
sirfing and rocketing of hannily popu-
lated neighborhoods held by FMLN
guersilbus, President Allredo Cristtani
and membery of the Sahvadoran high
comrzand bad Just held their firsc presy
confierence since the sark of the rebel
offensive, and Luswad of avolding the,
- pres afterwards (as most U.S, milltary:
© advisers do}, Buckland sarted ‘wiking. -
eamnestdy abaut how wewere burting the
itmage of the Savadoran army — ond
abaut hew much respeet hie has for that.
army. "This is2 good county,* Buckbing
ld, ‘l'h;y make iistakey, but they're
trying to do the right thing,® - - :
Three days ‘earlior, huwei:;.r. somer”
thing very wronp had ac, At the-
University of Cancral .-\h:ﬁpe;lmca. six Jeguie
priess, thair cook and hep 18genngld”
duughter were dragged from their bads
and :aurdered, Buckland fervernly dls- -
mitsed counars that the Sakadotun army
liad been Inwolved in the klllings. T
wonld resigit my eommission and leava
che ¢ountry,” he declaced; *iF there

(were auy evidence of] ilitary Involve- |* |

ment.” R
Butwithiin amonth Buskizihd would

leam thae the Suhadamn miliary had

indeed kitled the Jesulte And the US.-

Embassy’s chunsy bumdling of that ifae. |

<anation would end up bunalug Col. Car-
lot Aviles, the Salvpdoran officer who
It cold his close fiiend Buckland the
truch. Also, te LS. Tuvestizators, whe
inigally disuvated Duckland's stary, Lhad
fareed him 10 vke & hanilodag paly.
grphtsit. Asaaesult ol thete :mcf other
pressures, Bucklwd reporiedly hud a
nervaws breukdown aixd is uow recaver.
iug in the States, Iis tour in E] Satvador
ended prematurcly.
Baekland ez w6 Sahmdar after
Aviles, wham he had met Ju the U.S.,
pulted stringd e ge1 Buckland nigiied

TN

Operadons; then and nev ln charge of
the army’s propagandz cfform in EJ Sal
vadof, including the army press office
and variows civicacton peograms in

f-which food L& given Sway to promots

goad will amang the Szlvadoran popula
Avilés, Buckland's counterpart in

: : i M e
FQftariog ap 0 oolsaak Salvadoran Prosids
thie Salvadoran army, was alsa » rman on

|- his way up. Fe way the sort of alficer —

-bright, energeric and fluent in English
" = who many said would wind up uz $al-
" vadoran armny chlaf of vl or vice min-
istér of defense. The only durk cloud in
. hls sunay warld was the face thar his

1558 mi cademy graduating class

©untinlormation i van s et

it Atirada Crisciani

a4 nwos poblic relstions,

o the case, Waod alsa dunied that “tie
wativi” Dad sudlesed o neevans e ol |

- &, L
had boen locked out of the top com-
mand postions by the powerful 1968
¢lass. Though he hadin't yae received o
major command, ke had been a

pointed w the presdgious past of Sal-
vadaran militiry askché in Washington.

Buckland and Aviles begaiie zood .

friends

Although excluded from mt
- o &chzlons, af the Sal
vadoran 'milimey; Aviles ’

¥ through Eriends found

% Benavides, the director |
o of the miliary academy
and the zone com-.

£ versity, had qrdevod the

glmur'lgelﬁ‘ﬂé' alia found ™

. out that members of the?,

;. eliee USstrained Atlas

i catl Bartalion, 4 wough'

* unie thae hay been aé

“cused’ by humad-rights:

:actlvisty and Tabor on

‘ganlzers of many afeeed.

A thes wraingt ghvillans inc.

.pthe pasr, bad acuaally
" earried But the Hilings,”

<Avilas also knew that

BErauvides would not

¥ hove had the autharity

& o order such un lmpor-

t GNCoperation withauga ¢
; gorwhead from hiag
Igherups in the army:! ©

< Aviles told the story,

; whBuckland, whomtony,

the informadon for:10%

. ‘or 12 days before BAally”

Ecing 1@ his boss, Col. Milton Menjivar,-
= of the Migroup, which oversces

the 55 1.5, mititwy advisers in Bl Sab -

vador. The US. Pmbasyy, v5 s00m as it
had received the Information, wenr:
straight o che Salvaderun high corn-
mand to divulge not only the stoey, but
izs source as well, Satvadorun army chicf

| The Major and the Press

corinde LS he Beporiznent ol eYeica: eelisgd (o wies,

v VGnd dolel e Meckl,

comrpl, Pen- el soney Lol
catetivaial ol
SR i 1 T T R O

Alajir Wend v by
[T )

=
2 was weflconnected, and,, |
= out that Cof. Guillarmes ™|

& mandér for'the i i |1 86
& eluding the. Jesuit Unk

thing: The'the US.

| Aviles of lying about his dent, and
- foreed a humiliadng confronmrios be.
Buckland: oo 1= o s

tween Aviles and Lo D T
The Salvadoran brass Fetatizzed -
against Aviles by fandeling his appoine.*
fent @ militry ansché and ‘puming
. himunder 4 modified form afhause ar-
e4t wherely he wasn' allowsd 10 teave ¢ -
the high eommand tamploe

m.‘i-?'."d mp_mg‘.ﬂohuwgz; be'l[we__lh:t. N

“This i:;riat;;cngm,f‘_l_____
Buckland said, “Theéy make =

o 8 i Hiahi hing !

T
s e
Avilcs!/éarbee s ruined and that Ky fie”
.ty be In danger: In anjfcuse, he i’y
¢ uldugin anyone angmace. Regarding
- hiv-military-atiach & Appdinededt, |
_-Eduardo Torm.’:gomm:i for the Sat-
vadoran Embasy in Washinmen, D.Q
. 1old the Wakdy's Jim Crogas thut since,.s
thé Fmbisiy was never offlcially hotfiedsi
thar Avilet wax coming, technically; hé
never had: the fob. Torres wid no re-
lareenent has been nainded for the pasts - .

" Buekland's alleged zctions oe the’

~ bitrayal of Col Aviles to the Salvadoran ;-

“‘3". Command by US, offcialy,;
i " j‘_‘r'--’ s s

) -Bhero for arrestng Benaddes and
sevent Towepranking soldiers. US Ams

. bassaglor, Willias Walker bas called the -

- arrestof theColoniel a hlstoricsiap, but .

: other' obsdrviet aay thiy the dop ranki af

the army realized Uie neeemtity of offer-

ing 1tp a colonel to an angry U.S, Con-
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gres lo em:e that the dolkars ym -2k

W anf eefermen 7 in g

-denicd char he had told Buckiand any- . .

_thide remrictions have ilnce-besn re-. .. -

- Tortei 'also declined ' comment on'% -

¢ buth meneadly and pl
[ More jntereating
eped deal siruck betwevn e maiedre,um mecdia asd
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D ndile the Penuaron ani te ose thit infucmalinn, aue o respeat
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ELSAIVABOR ™ .

continue to flow to Bl S3badar. . 7
- ltappears thai those wha decided to
KiH the Jesuits felt that they ware opecas
lag i an apocalyptic time when normal
behavior should be nupended. *We e
" playing 2it or nathing,” a lieutadant
I . quotes Benavides as having =id on the

“ night of the killings. "Ity cither'ws or
. them,” Sdll, the saldiers made a polineaf
" shooting three of the arleats with an Bag
Blse-manufaciured AXK47, ierawliog -
“FMLN® oy the walls of Use pricss’ of
ficet, and leaving 2 note recusing the
priests of belng o (again signad
FEMEN"). The soldiers also fired b
tookas at the Jewl’ offices (o simulawra
baals between governmant and guariila
-forees. Bewravides also noted in his opee-
gonts diary.that guersitla forces had ar-
tacked the university thut night. '
Even after Bamavides war wrrested. . '
the cover-up anempts condnued. The:
argry fowed siories that the killings were
a roisake, chat the colonel had only - .-,
ordercd 2 search, and thacone afthesck -
dlershad killed & priess by sccidens: the-: 7>
‘tesc-had o be killed o eliminate wit- - :
nuxses, But the raleaso of the esurt tes. i
umanics of the sseusad makes lcclear - = §
" (hat Benavides ordered the Jesuitx killed”  --. i
- aadall witneses elimlnated, "™ onal !
+va Tnterestingly, former Salvaderan': - - -
. Preiident Alvaro Magana remembers. -
!
1

23 us "4 Jow-profile rype, agood. . - -
quiet, efficient type,” 2 reason why many
- observers think ltunlikalyhe orderad the
killings on his awn. But despite the wide-
spread suspiclon that other cap officers
were involved, i is unlikely thac they will
« A nuraber of logul obsrvers suspect -
. E1 Sulvader's hardine vice minister of - -
defanse. Cal, Oriando Zepeda, wha, s -
head of the: Flrst Brigade and srganiner .

“They gqt six priests.” ons
cynic said, “and allthey had * .
to give up was one colonal.”

of the counuy's bueltligence system, led
the army’s prapagands carmpalgn aguinst
the fusult pricsts. [El Rescate’s Human
Rights Dupartment kere bl Los Angeles
reporied to the Wekl's Crogan that
Zepeda also sevved as commandur of the
Adarar Batelion (now eharged with the
muorderof the Jesuiu) back in 1984.] Alsa
frequendy mendoned ¥ the other most
" prominent army rightist, former com-
munder of the air force Gen. Juan Rafze!
Bustille. Bustillo reportedly ran the war
during the firy soveral days of the recent
rebel offenislvy, but subsequenty re-
dred” from the milliey. He has'vince
beca named a3 milltry aiaché to Tamel.
.+ Neither the Salvadaran governraent
i| nor the US. Embasy want to harm the*
- watr effort ageinst the guerrillas Aleeady
Presidene Criniani says that more artests
N the ¢ase ure unlikely. And even if there
ware the political will, candidering the
wiy the U5, Embasiy has wenced feiendly
wilnesdes, oue would have (o he a fool o
voluntesr informadon. The three alfics
ins thixaffuir — che Cristdani gevernment,
the Subvadorm armyand the U5, govern-
ment — all realize (bt by delivering up
a coloncl they have prohubly sadsfled
Congre, As one omic put it, *It wam't
1 so bud. They gat zix pricss. and all they
Tl wes grive np was one colonel.” !
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