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February  1, 1982 'd 

Dear M r -  P r e s i d e n t :  

I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  you p l an  t o  have a b a t t a l i o n  of  
1,000 Salvadoran s o l d i e r s  and a group of  500 o r  600 Salvadoran 
o f f i c e r s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  On January  9 ,  1952, t h e  
f i r s t  of  t h a t  group,  60 s e r g e a n t s  and o f f i c e r s ,  a r r i v e d  a t  
F o r t  Bragg, North Ca ro l ina  t o  begin 16 weeks o f  b a s i c  i n f a n t r y  
t r a i n i n g  wi th  t h e  Green Berets. I am w r i t i n g  t o  r e g i s t e r  my 
s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h i s  a c t i o n .  

M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I have r ead  numerous accounts  and r e p o r t s  
of t h e  cond i t i ons  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  E l  Salvador .  
Every one o f  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  l e a d s  me t o  be l ieve ,  beyond a doubt,  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  government i n  E l  Salvador  l a c k s  r e s p e c t  f o r  
t h e  b a s i c  human and c i v i l  r i g h t s  of i t s  people .  I n  f a c t ,  a r e -  
c e n t  r e p o r t  of  t h e  United Nat ions  Human Rights  Commission e s -  
t i m a t e s  t h a t  w e l l  over  9,000 p o l - i t i c a l  murders were committed 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months of 1981 a lone .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  by 
m i l i t a r i l y  suppor t ing  t h e  p r e s e n t  Salvadoran government and, now, 
by t r a i n i n g  Salvadoran s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  we a r e  con- 
t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  oppres s ion  t h a t  a l r eady  e x i s t s .  We a r e ,  i n  
e s sence ,  t r a i n i n g  Salvadoran t r o o p s  t o  oppress  t h e i r  own people. 
W e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  Salvadoran p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  
t o  freedom of speech o r  s e l f -de t e rmina t ion .  A s  I a m  s u r e  you 
are aware, t h e  people  o f  E l  Salvador  do n o t  en joy  such l u x u r i e s .  
What we are,  i n  f a c t ,  do ing  i s  f o r c i n g  t h e  Salvadoran people t o  
h a t e  and r e j e c t  t h e  United S t a t e s  j u s t  a s  much as they  dep i se  
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  government. Our suppor t  o f  t h i s  government, throuqh 
m i l i t a r y  means, i s  no th ing  s h o r t  of  unconscionable.  

I a m  a l s o  t e r r i b l y  concerned over  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  involvement i n  E l  Salvador  has  i n c r e a s e d  so r a p i d l y .  
The p a r a l l e l s  between o u r  involvement i n  Vietnam and ou r  p re sen t  
p o l i c y  toward E l  Sa lvador  a r e  uncanny. I arn f e a r f u l  t h a t  i n  t h e  
n o t  t o o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  we w i l l  s e e  t h e  f i r s t  American s o l d i e r  come 
home from E l  Salvador  i n  a c o f f i n .  
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I urge you to reconsider the decision to train Salvadoran 
troops in the United States and lessen American military involve- 
ment in that country. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 


