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THE JESUIT INVESTIGATION
San Salvader, January 18, 1950

"We will not allow tﬁis crime to go unpunishad
for ten ymars like the esgganzination of Archbiehop Romero.'
Jesuit Order

In spite of apparaent Progress in the investigation it ig clear fro
‘recant statements by government and military officials and soure €
to the military that the prosecution case will pPrezent the crime a
igolated, unpremeditated sct carried out by individuale, an evalua
not shared by many Salvadsrans ineluding Catholie Churceh hierarch

January 14, Auxiliary Bizhop Rosa Chavez said, “They insigt it wals
2 group of members of the Armed Forces who have stained the honor
inztitution., It is difficult for ua to accept thisg aggartioen. "

Two months to the day after the masszacre of zix Jeguit priests, t
¢ock and hez daughter, foeur military officere and four zoldiers w
brought to court for a Preliminary hsaring, charged with involvaem
"the orime. For the first time in history a cclonal has baan publi

"paseing information to thae Americans.' The assasginations and €h
vestigation have jmopardized the futura of the government and the
stitution of the Armed Forces to a4 dagree thought impossible just
menths ago, International Pressure, partioularly frem the United

has forced the Crictiani government to conduct a sericus investig
with asgsistance from the FBI, Scotland Yard, Spanizh and Canadian
tivaz and will obligate Congresasmanbers to saricusly examine the

of U.S. aid for the First time in nine years, The Jesuit killings
bembing of the FENASTRAS office on October 30, aerial bombardment
ily populated areas of the capital and the recent asgaszination o

Although the Churech and human rights workers attributed the crima
squady linked ta the military, government officials, the army and
Embassy insisted the FMLN waE Tvesponsible. Az late ag January 3rd,
Ambagsador Walker veportedly told Congressman Joe Moakley that the
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“cau;d have been guerrillas dressed in military uniforms." On Janmu

Alfrede Banavides Morales,Lt,Josa Riecardse Espinos Guerra,Lt. Yussh
Mendoza Vallecillos, First Lt. Gonzale Guevara Ceritog, Sgt.Anteni
Ramiro Avalos Vargas, Sgt., Tomas Zapata Castillo, Corporal Angel P
Vasquez, Pvt, Oscar Marianc Amaya Grimaldi and Pvt, Jerge Albarto

Agcencio (whe allegedly deserted in Dacember) . Colonel Benavides i
Director of the Military School and the resgt ¢f the men ara believ
fXom the elite, U,S,~trained Atlacatl Battslion, Following the ann
ment several ARENA leaders began to push the theory of a 'conspira
betwaen the FMLN and some members of the military,,.¥ice=President
:vnn Faying, “"If it wasn't exactly a congpiraey it has had the zam
act . "
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"This waz not an izolated action,, . lt iz the éroduct of a
ideclogical concaption.

Archbishop Rivera Damaa, January 1
The treatment of the witness, Lucia Barrsra de Cerna during her
rogation by the FBI and Salvadoran authorities in Miami at the

Novembar infuriated Catholic and Jesuit officials, could have 3:
the legel case and demonstrated the length to which interezted B
would go to '"accuse the accuser', A polemic ansuad during the en
of December between the Attorney General and Bishets Rivera and
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Chavez over the rele of the Church in society, a debate which went all the

‘way to the Pope,. '
"The assassins are the same ones who killed Archbishep Rome
and 70,000 other Salvadorans,"

Archbighop Rivera, Novembar 16,198

The full story of tha erimae, the investigation itself and the ra
within the military will probably never be known but slaments ha
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revealed during the past week, some reported in the press, which|begin te
domonstrate the complaxity of the case:

On January 13th the Lox Angelas Times Wire Services reported the
misfortune of Colonel Carlos Armande Aviles Buitrago who has inclrred the
wrath of the High Command because he allegedly leaked Benavides’' | name to
North American officials, Aviles, who had just bean proemotad as Military
Attachd te Washington on December 3lst, was forced to submit to lie
detactor test by Colonal Ponce, failad tha test, and iz ecurrently in-

communicado, ‘'grounded.' Hiz American '‘friends' confronted Ponce with the
information received from Avilas, making it highly unlikely any other

| military officers will again coanfide in the Americans.

A U.83.Major was called back to the U.5, because he allegedl

withhaeld information from Nerth Americvan officimls, Repressntatives of the
State Department and Pentagoun assured the New York Timesz there watc ''no
evidence' that the officer had “advance knowledge' of the plan to kill .
the Jesuita, that he simply 'received information.,.already known by

Salvadoran authorities,,,so he didn’t bring it to the attention
authorities immadiately.' (NYT 1/14/90)

f U.s.

On January 16 President Cristiani met with U,®, Journalists|te in-
form them that the twe liautenants charged ag participants have, accused

Colonel Benavides of ordering the assassinations..."There is no
that other high level officers weras involved.'' The internatiena
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munity demanded “a colonel' and Cristiani came up with one but few paocple

in El Salvador balieve that Colonel Benavidesr ordared the crime.
is under aextreme pressure from the Armed Forces not to allow the
gation to go further. It remains to be seen whether it will “play

Cristiani
investi-
"oinw

ternationally as it stande now, and if the military will hold together

under ths pressurae,

Rumors of a coup d’etat by high-ranking officers furiocus ov

r the

developing investigation have circulated for the past weak, to the extant
that Cristiani was forced te say to the press, "I don't think thdra iz &

porsibility of a ocoup," but he pestponed a long-stcheduled trip t

the

U.5, programmed January 16-23, allededly due to scheduling probleme with

Javier Persz de Cuellar. And the rumors of divigiensg,
troop movements'' continue,

tangion, "unusual |
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1§ BENAVIDES A SCAPEGOAT...AND FOR WHOM ?

Colonel Guillermo Alfrade Benavides Moralas was 27th of 41 in his military
graduating class, the “tandona.' He iz not a member of the 'innay cirele"
of the military hisrarchy and has always baen seen as rather wea end
incompetent by hig peers, perhaps becauege he iz not involved in dorruption
or reprexsion. An old friend, Colonel Orlande Zapseda, currently Vice-
Minister of Defense, has been hisz 'protector' and zhepherded hiz |career

as Commandsr of the Belleso Battalion, Military Detachment #3, M
Detachment 4§, Head of Intelligence for the High Command (July 1
June 1989) and finally Director of the Military School. Me is a
sional smoldiar who im concerned with the welfare of the inutmtut
only personal enrichment, -

Similiarly, Colonel Carlos Aviles has always baen cutside the po
He ix not from the tandona, (Class of ’66) but from the Class of
He served as Diraectoer of COPREFA in the mid-sighties, wasz nu?zid
country for a time, wag then transferred to the Artillery Brigad
he confided to one reporter that ha felt "ioolated”: Last vear h
salested to head Psychologicml Operations for the High Command,
December 3lst promoted te Military Attachd in Washington, Becaus
“glowe relationghip' with some Nerth Americans and the condequen
of his confidence hiz carser ir undoubtedly terminated.

A POSSIBLE RECONSTRUCTION QF EVENTS

‘¢of his

Many questions have been raised about the gudden "voluntary reti
of Air Foroe General Juan Rafael Bustille at the end of December
sources cloze to the military believe that his departure is clos
latmd to the Jasuit investigation,
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During the first days of the offensive General Bustillo assumed
of tha entire counteroffengive operation ("usurpad contrael of th
Ferceg', according to the eource), Chief of Staff Col.Ponce, the
of Dafense and other members of the High Command were unable to
in a coherent mannar to the c¢risis; even they admit, '"the Alr Fo
the day' for the army. Without the massive bombing, rocketing an
of the areas of the capital occupiaed by the FMLN, it is doubtful
ground troops could have raetaken the zones. Bustillo, who has al
stubborn, independent and very rerctionary, was in control durin
four days and in his elament. '

Bustillo had hoped to be appointed Minizter of Defenss on June 1
ARENA agzumad power but apparently the North Americans did not a
one thing becauze of hig history with the Iran-Contra scandal: h
‘accusad by the GAO of illegul sales of U,S.-donated fual te the
He had a 'military tantrum" in May, first refusing to order Air
support miszions, then flying his jety s¢ low over National Sold
ceramoniaes that he terrified the invited guests. Since that time
remained holed up inzide the Air Force base, refusing to report
High Command Headquarterz and responding only to regqueszts from Bri
Commanders for Alir Force support missiens.

When the FMLN launched the biggest offensive ¢f the war on the nic
November 11th, Buatillo was Teady for "tolal war', Hiw plluts f1
skles ovar the capital and other major cities under attack const
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‘Armed Forces to ''go on the offangive' against the FMLN, He also

According to one source, a high levsl official aithaxr from the

:
=T T i -remas.)

during that week, launching deadly firepower over the most dense
populated areas of the country, the zlum areas arcund San Salvad
Miguel, Usulutan and Zacatacoluca. From the point of view of the
Porces he zuccazsfully dirested the war sffort during tha first
davs. ‘ '

On Novembaer 13th or 14th Bustillo met with the High Command and
to relinguish command of the entize c¢ountersffenasive te them, It|i
lieved that cartain agreemants were reached at that meeting whic
have included one night of 'cparational freedem' (the night of N
15~16 when the heaviest bembing of the war occurad over the capi
agsagsinations of the Jesults and attempts to locate leaders of
popular movement) and/or the approval of a joint plan to carry o
opsrations. The “transfar of power' from Bustille to the High Co
was in process that night and Bustillo was probably respensible §
asgigning to Colonel Benavides the area ¢of the UCA as undar his
Jurisdiction,

When General Thurmond arrived in El Salvador on December 1t he
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that Bustillo be retired and was apparently told that would net
gibla, particularly after his contribution during the early days
offensive. Tha follewing day the Air Force dropped leafleta over
capital calling on “Patrioctic Salvadorans' to "kill FMLN terrori
their international allies." So why did Bustillo reszign just fou
lJater 7 .

73

the High Command met with Bustille in December and presented him
following analysis:

1. Thae Genaral had "uszurped control'' of the Armed Forcee du
first days of the offansive,

2. Eithar he ordered or had knowledge of the operation agai
Jesuits, or he 'created the climate of anarchy' that per
the erima: as de fagto commander-in-chief he was respons

3. He was given the option to retire gracefully ''for the go
Inatitution'.,.and he took that opportunity,

Howsver, as of January 18, Bustille has yet to turn over his co
his replacemant, General Rafael Villamariona and the military pr
has refused to comment on the gituatioen,

THE PROSECUTION CASE AGAINST COLONEL BENAVIDES

Gne sourece close to the caze hax suggested that a possible scenari
the prozecution cagae could be daveloped this way:

The governmant will charge that Benavides, as rezponsible f
zone of the UCA that night, ordered or approved of the military
which wasg to congist of a second “cateo" or zaearch of the UCA ca
the Jesuit house. (The first search occured on Monday November 1
goldiers entered the campuz, want into the house and firast confr
Father Lepaez y Lopez, They argued with the priest and one soldie
him; the other savan peeple wera killed because they ware witnes
agsassinations, according to this presentation, were not premedi
carried out in the context of the chaog and confusion of the off
The operation waz than reported to Colenel Banavider who failed
higher authorities. He will be charged, at the very laeast, with
infornation.
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BENAVIDES~AVILES

At some point later in November or Deacember, Benavides gonfided in his
friend, Coleonel Carles Aviles and expressed his fear that he wou d be

blamed, would be the xcapegoat. On December 8th President Cristi
hinted that military perzonnel could be involved and offered a §
revard for information from someone who ''unconscicusly or wnwill
participated. International pressure was building and Banavides

to be concernad. According to a report in Newswaek the Colenal i
menbers of the Atlacatl Battalien when he waz interviewed by Sal
investigatore zometime in December, but that information was not
available to U.8, authorities. :
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In the meantime, Aviles, perhaps out of concern for his friend,
tho information to his North American contact, The Embagsy wonfr
Ponce and Ponee, furious, aceused Aviles of passing the informat
denied the charge, was forced to submit to a lie dotactor test a
Dates are not known but these events must have occured aitar the
year promotions were announced on Dacembar 31szt, because Aviles
‘moted ag Military Attachd to Washington on that date,
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"It was gsuicide on thair part.”

Joaguin Villialobo&, November 20,1989
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According to an analysis by the FMLN, high-ranking military offi
lieved the elimination of all political opposition was necessary
to bring the country under control. The Jesuits ware congidered
of the stats bacause '"they contributed unormouzly to the aducati
peaople, to the political debate, to an underatanding of the nead
tical pluralism,”" said Joaguin Villalebes. "The Army and the oli
den’t support intellect, reaszon or debate.”

No military officer has ever been prosecuted for a human rights
Regardless of how horrific the erimes over the years, the corrup ien,
drugs, scandals, the institution of the Armed Forces has ztood togather
for good reason: if one officer were to be prozecutsd all would be vulner—
able. The Jesuit investigation may be the "political earthquakae'!| that

ends impunity in El Salvader but only 1f international pressurse continues
to demand the truth, not only in thiz case but in the case of FENASTRAS,
Hector Ogueli, Herbert Ernesto Anaya Sanabria, Archbishop Romarol., .all the
assagzinations and massacres of the past ten years,

"I hope the investigation will not be a coverup to distract
attention from the 70,000 othaer cases that must be investi-
gated, or an excuse Lo say things are improving in E1 Sal
dor...Who has really worked for an investigation of El Mozjote
or Sumpul or mere recently the October assassination of ten
union members in broad daylight 7 :
Father Jon Sebrinc,SJ
November 29, 1989




