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I N  1979, A YOUNG F A Y I L Y  I N  MY CONGRESSIONAL D I S T R I C T  D I E D  I'N A 

F I R E  THAT WAS CAUSED BY A C IGARETTE,  THAT F A M I L Y ,  THE MOTHER, TATHER, 

AND F I V E  CHILDREN,  THE OLDEST OF WHICH WAS ONLY TEN, D I E D  A SENSELESS 

DEATH, A DEATH WHICH I i I G H T  HAVE BEEN PREVENTED I F  CIGARETTES WERE PiADE 

TO BURN I N  A MANNER WHICH L I M I T E D  T H E I R  A B I L I T Y  TO I G N I T E  UPHOLSTERED 

FURNITURE AND MATTRESSES, 

I N  1 9 8 1  I T  I S  ESTIMATED THAT THERE WERE 6 3 , 5 1 8  R E S I D E N T I A L  F I R E S  

I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES RESULTING FROM THE CARELESS USE OF SMOKING 

N A T E R I A L S ,  W H I L E  CARELESS SMOKING I S  NOT THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF 

F I R E S ,  I T  I S  THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF F I R E  DEATHS I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES, 

OVER ONE T H I R D  OF THE F I R E  DEATHS I N  THE U N I T E D  STATES ARE CAUSED 

BY C IGARETTE I G N I T E D  F I R E S ,  67,4% OF THE F I R E  DEATHS I N  HOTELS AND 

3OTELS RESULT FROM CIGARETTE I G N I T E D  F I R E S ,  I N  1981, 2,144 PEOPLE 

LOST T H E I R  L I V E S  AND 3,819 140RE WERE INJURED AS A RESULT 0: CIGARETTE 

I G N I T E D  F I R E S ,  

RESEARCH BY THE U N I V E R S I T Y  OF Y I C H I G A N  HAS ESTABLISHED THAT 

CIGARETTE F I R E  V I C T I  fbiS (THOSE THAT ARE ADHITTED TO BURN TRAUIIA CENTERS 

I YVOLVED I N THE RESEARCH ARE D I SPROPORT I ONATELY CHILDREN AND ELDERLY, 

I N  FACT, I F  ONE FOLLOWS THE NEWS REPORTS OF C IGARETTE F I R E S ,  I T  

BECOilES E V I D E N T  THAT C IGARETTE F I R E S  DO D I S C R I M I N A T E ,  AND THAT THE 

INNOCENT C H I L D  ASLEEP, OR THE ELDERLY PERSON CONFINED I N  A NURSING 

HOME, I S  OFTEN THE V I C T I M  OF SOMEONE E L S E ' S  CARELESSNESS, 

I T  I S  CLEAR TO f iE,  AS I B E L I E V E  THESE HEAR1 NGS WILL CLEARLY 

DEMONSTRATE TO YOU, THAT C I GARETTE F I R E S  ARE CAUS I NG S I G N  I i I CANT LOSS 

TO OUR N A T I O N  AND THAT WE HAVE A REAL1  S T I C  A L T E R N A T I V E  TO THAT LOSS-- 

THE F IRE-SAFE C IGARETTE,  



THE CIGARETTE SAFETY ACT, HmRm 1 8 8 0 ,  LiOULD DO TWO THINGS,  F I R S T ,  

I T  WOULD G I V E  THE C0NSU;IER PRODUCT SAFETY CON4 I SS I ON JUR I SD I C T I  ON OVE8 

TOBACCO PRODUCTS AS AN I G N I T I O N  SOURCE, L E T  ME STATE AT T H I S  POINT 

THAT I AM NEITHER ANTI-SHOK I N G  NOR AM I OUT TO "GET" THE TOBACCO 

INDUSTRY , TH 1 S LEG I SLAT I ON I S NO MORE ANT I -SMOK I NG THAN CONTROLL I NG 

AUTOMOBILE ENISSIONS IS ANTI-DRIVING, HaR, 1 8 8 0  WOULD GIVE AN 

APPROPRIATE AGENCY OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNHENT JUR I SD I C T I  ON OVER A KNOWN 

F I R E  HAZARD, I T  WOULD NOT G I V E  THE CPSC J U R I S D I C T I O N  OVER HEALTH- 

RELATED TOBACCO I SSUES , 

THE SECOND THING THAT THE CIGARETTE SAFETY ACT WOULD DO I S  G I V E  

THE CONSUilER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION TWENTY-FOUR MONTHS TO DEVELOP 

PERFORRANCE STANDARDS TO I NSURE THAT CIGARETTES HAVE A M I  N I FIUM 

PROPENSITY TO I G N I T E  UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE AND MATTRESS F I R E S ,  T H I S  

LEG I SLAT I ON DOES NOT MANDATE SELF-EXT I NGU I SH I NG CIGARETTES , I T  

bIANDATES THAT THEY HAVE A M I  N I MUM CAPACITY FOR I GN I T I NG UPHOLSTERED 

FURN I TURE AND MATTRESSES, TH I S COULD B E  ACCOMPL I SHED THROUGH SELF- 

E X T I N G U I  SHIVG OR BY SOME OTHER PROCESS WHICH WOULD ALLOW THE CIGARETTE 

TO BURN I T S  E N T I R E  LENGTH, YET NOT I G N I T E  THE UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, 

I & THE CONSU??ER PRODUCT SAFETY COMM I SS I ON DETERM I NES, AFTER I T S  

I NVESTI  GAT1 ON, THAT I T  I S  NOT POSSIBLE TO E S T A B L I S H  STANDARDS, THEN 

THE C O M  I SS I ON I S NOT REQU I RED TO PROMULGATE REGULATIONS , AFTER 

DISCUSSING T H I S  ISSUE WITH A NUMBER OF PEOPLE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT T H I S  

PROBLEM, I AM CONVINCED THAT REASONABLE STANDARDS, F A I R  TO BOTH THE 

CONSUBER AND THE INDUSTRY, CAN B E  ESTABLISHED,  



WHEN I F I R S T  STARTED TALK I NG ABOUT F IRE-SAFE CIGARETTES I ?IET 

WITH A GREAT DEAL OF S K E P T I C 1  SM FROM BOTH THE P U B L I C  AND SOME 

COLLEAGUES. MANY B E L I E V E D  THAT I T  WAS LUDICROUS TO A T T E W T  TO M K E  A 

CIGARETTE F IRE-SAFE,  WHAT WE ARE DISCUSSING I S  THE A B I L I T Y  OF A 

CIGARETTE, WHEN DROPPED ON A CHAIR,  TO NOT SET THE CHAIR ON F I R E ,  

T H I  S I S NOT ONLY POSSIBLE I N  THEORY, BUT I S ALREADY TRUE OF SOFIE 

CIGARETTES . 
I CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO TWO DOCUMENTS, THE F I R S T  I S  BY THE 

NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS' CENTER FOR F I R E  RESEARCH AND I S  E N T I T L E D  

"DEVELOPtlENT OF A CANDIDATE TEST METHOD FOR THE MEASUREHENT 0; THE 

PROPENSITY OF CIGARETTES TO CAUSE SMOLDERING I G N I T I O N  OF UPHOLSTERED 

FURNITURE AND MATTRESSES". 

TH I S NBS STUDY COVERED BOTH EXPER I MENTAL AND 30 COMMERC I ALLY 

A V A I L A B L E  BRANDS OF CIGARETTES. SEVERAL CHARACTER1 ST1 CS WERE NOTED AS 

HAVING AN IMPACT ON THE I G N I T I O N  POTENTIAL  OF CIGARETTES. AMONG THESE 

WERE CIGARETTE DIAMETER, PACKING DENSITY AND WHETHER OR NOT THE 

CIGARETTE HAD A F I L T E R .  A F I L T E R ,  FOR EXAMPLE, REDUCES THE AMOUNT OF 

OXYGEN DRAWN THROUGH THE CIGARETTE,  CUT DOWN ON THE OXYGEN AND YOU 

REDUCE THE HEAT-FLUX FROM THE CIGARETTE. A F I L T E R  I S  NOT THE COMPLETE 

ANSWER, BUT I T  DOES APPEAR TO B E  ONE POSSIBLE COMPONENT OF A FIRE-SAFE 

C I GARETTE , 

NBS, THROUGH T H I S  RESEARCH, HAS ESTABLISHED A CANDIDATE TEST 

METHOD. WHILE NBS SPEC1 F I E S  THAT ADD I T  I ONAL RESEARCH I S NEEDED AND 

THAT I T S  STUDY B I D  NOT SYSTEMATICALLY REV1 EW COMMERCIALLY A V A I L A B L E  

CIGARETTES, THE STUDY D I D  E S T A B L I S H  THAT THERE ARE D I S T I N C T  

DIFFERENCES I N  CIGARETTES AND T H E I R  L I K E L I H O O D  TO I G N I T E  UPHOLSTERED 

FURNITURE , 



THE SECOND DOCUMENT I S  A RECENTLY PUBLISHED STUDY BY THE UNITED 

STATES TEST I NG COMPANY SHOW I NG SOME DRAMAT 1 C D I FFERENCES BETWEEN THREE 

CIGARETTE BRANDS WHICH ARE PRESENTLY ON THE MARKET THERE ARE TWO 

CIGARETTES I N  T H I S  STUDY THAT I WOULD PARTICULARLY L I K E  TO B R I  IJG TO 

YOUR ATTENTION 1 THE F I R S T  I S  "SHERMAN", A CIGARETTE, WHICH I S  MADE 

WITH NO CHEMICAL A D D I T I V E S ,  THAT WILL SELF-EXTINGUISH,  I THINK T H I S  

I S  EXTREMELY IMPORTANT BECAUSE I T  SHOWS THAT THE ANSWER TO T H I S  

PROBLEM MAY REST NOT I N  THE TOBACCO, BUT I N  WHAT I S  ADDED TO I T  I 

A SECOND CIGARETTE, "MORE", WHICH I S  CURRENTLY ON THE MASS MARKET, 

D I D  NOT SELF-EXTINGUI  SH BUT BURNED I T S  E N T I R E  LENGTH WITHOUT I G N I T I N G  

THE UPHOLSTERED FURN I TURE TH I S TOO I S EXTREMELY I MPORTANT BECAUSE I T  

G I V E S  CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT TO THE P O S I T I O N  THAT MAKING A F IRE-SAFE 

CIGARETTE I S  NOT ONLY POSSIBLE--  I T S  BE1 NG DONE 

I N  A RECENT THE NEW YORK T I M E S  A R T I C L E  (DECEMBER 19, 1 9 8 2 )  A 

SPOKESMAN FOR R J I REYNOLDS, D A V I D  F I S H E L ,  STATED THAT THE "MORE" 

CIGARETTE, WHEN OR1 G I NALLY MARKETED, HAD A TENDENCY TO SELF-EXT I NGU I SH 

WHEN NOT PUFFED, THE COMPANY "ADJUSTED" THE CHEMICAL COMPOSITION OF 

THE CIGARETTE PAPER TO KEEP I T  BURNING DESP 1TE T H I S  ACTION, THE ")!OREM 

CIGARETTE ST ILL FARED WELL I N  THE U,  S I TEST I NG COMPANY'S STUDY, 



I B i L I  EVE THAT WE HAVE THE A B I L I T Y  WITH T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N  TO ;*]AXE 

S O X  DRAMATIC CHANGES I N  THE PROBLEM OF BURN DEATHS AND I N J U R I E S ,  THE 

CIGARETTE, WHEN I T  I S  F I N A L L Y  ANALYZED, I S  NOTHING MORE THAN A TORCH, 

WHILE I HAVE NO D E S I R E  TO PLACE UNNECESSAilY REGULATIONS ON ANY 

INDUSTRY, I ALSO FEEL COMPELLED TO PROTECT THE PUBL I C ,  PART1 CULARLY 

THE INNOCENT, WHO ARE BEING V I C T I M I Z E D  BY CIGARETTE F I R E S ,  I AM 

CONVINCED THAT WE CAN SET A STANDARD WHICH WILL ALLOW FOR FIRE-SAFE 

CIGARETTES THAT ARE NO MORE T O X I C  THAN PRESENT CIGARETTES, I AN 
CONVINCED THAT SUCH A STANDARD WOULD NOT PLACE ANY UNDUE BURDEN ON THE 

TOBACCO I NDUSTRY , 

ONE F I N A L  NOTE--THERE I S  NO S I N G L E  ANSWER TO THE UNITED STATES 

" I R E  PROBLEM, WE MUST YOVE AHEAD ON b!ANY FRONTS TO COMBAT ARSON, 

IMPROVE CONSTRUCT I ON TECHN I QUES AND I NSTALL S?R I MKLER SY STENS AND SI""I1(E 

DETECTORS TO NAME JUST A FEW, I AM CONVINCED, HOWEVER, AND I CANNOT 

OVERSTATE T H I S  POINT,  THAT THE F IRE-SAFE CIGARETTE I S  A VERY NECESSARY 

COXPONENT OF T H I S  F I R E  PREVENTION AND SAFETY FORMULA, THE FIRE-SAFE 

CIGARETTE WILL, I B E L I E V E ,  DRAMATICALLY REDUCE THE NUIIBER OF F I R E  

DEATHS AND BURN I N J U R I E S  I N  T H I S  COUNTRY, 

THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY SPOKESRAN WILL T E L L  YOU OF THEIR EFFORTS TO 

LIEVELOP A SCOTCH-GUARD TYPE SPRAY WHICH WILL MAKE HOWES F I R E  SAFE-- 

THEY WILL CONTEND THAT THE WHOLE ENVIRONMENT CAN BE MADE SAFE FRO!! NOT 

JUST CIGARETTES, BUT FROM OTHER F I R E  HAZARDS AS WELL, WITH T H I S  NEW F I R E  

PROOF I NG SPRAY, I HAVE SEEN A DEMONSTRATI ON OF T H I S  PRODUCT AND THE 

DEMONSTRAT I ON WAS VERY, I REPEAT, VERY I P.IpRESS I VE , 



I AX t.101 A S C I E N T I  ST,  SO I CANNOT COF"I;~IENT ON THE V A L 1  D I T Y  OF THE 

CLAI i1S  WHICH YOU WILL HEAR, I CAN, HOWEVER, AS A C I T I Z E N  WHO HAS 

SgENT l$Y E N T I R E  ADULT L I F E  I N  P U B L I C  O F F I C E ,  R A I S E  A COUPLE OF P O L I C Y  

OUESTIONS WHICH I B E L I E V E  MUST B E  CONSIDERED, W H I L E  I COYIIIEND THE 

TOBACCO INDUSTRY ON T H E I R  EFFORTS TO DEVELOP T H I S  SPRAY 1 1 AM ALSO 

CAUTIOUS ABOUT A PRODUCT WHICH SUDDENLY COMES ON THE MARKET AND I S  

ABLE TO DO WHAT THE FURNITURE INDUSTRY HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO DO I N  THE 

L A S T  15 TO 20 YEARS , I AM NOT, I N  ANY WAY 1 QUEST1 ON I NG THE S I N C E R I T Y  

OR FlOT I V E S  OF THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY SPOKESXEN WHO WILL B E  T E S T 1  F Y  I NG 

TODAY, I KNOW NANY OF THESE ?EOPLE AND I HAVE THE H IGHEST PERSONAL 

REGARD FOR THEM. 

HOWEVER, AS A P U B L I C  O F F I C I A L  WHO HAS HAD TO DEAL W I T H  SUCH 

I SSUES AS TR I S 1 UREA-FOKMALDEHY DE I NSULAT I ON 1 ASBESTOS AND MANY NORE, 

I URGE CAUTION I N  ACCEPTING THE C L A I Y S  THAT T H I S  I S  THE ANSWER, 

T H E I R  PRODUCT I S  NOT ON THE MARKET TODAY, I T  HAS NOT BEEN TESTED I N  

THE PIARKET AND I N  FACT HAS NOT BEEN F U L L Y  DEVELOPED FOR COPIMERCIAL 

SALE,  I HOPE THAT I T  I S  SUCCESSFUL AND THAT I T  CAN BECOilE ANOTHER 

II:?ORTANT "ART OF OUR F I R E  ?REVENTION FORMULA, BUT I B E L I E V E  WE NEED 

TO YEE? I T S  DEVELOPMENT I N  PROPER PERSPECTIVE,  

L E T ' S  NOT WASTE VALUABLE T I N E ,  WE MUST MOVE FORWARD ON A L L  

FRONTS TO WIN  THE WAR A G A I N S T  F I R E  LOSS I N  T H I S  COUNTRY, NEARLY AS 

YANY AMERICANS WERE Y I L L E D  I N  T H I S  COUNTRY BY C IGARETTE F I R E S  AS WERE 

K I L L E D  I N  SOUTHEAST A S I A  DURING T H E  ELEVEN YEARS OF THE V I E T I i A I I  WAR, 

THE T I M E  HAS COME WHEI4 T H I S  TRAGEDY MUST END AND I R E L I E V E  THAT THE 

F I R E - S A F E  C I G A R E T T E  I S  OUR BEST HOPE, 


