
Dear Colleague: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20515 

June ? , l983 

On April 28 we, along with 86 other members of Congress, sent a letter to 
Secretary of State George Shultz and Attorney General William French Smith 
asking that they adopt a policy of Extended Voluntary Departure Status for 
Sal vadoran refugees . 

Extended Voluntary Departure Status is not a grant of asylum or any type of 
immigration status. It is a temporary stay of deportation issued in 
recognition of "compelling humanitarian factors" such as civil war or other 
dangers which threaten the safety of persons who return to their homeland . 
The State Department has previously issued Extended Voluntary Departure to 
displaced persons from Poland, Ethiopia, and Afghanistan . 

In a Guidance Statement released to the press yesterday, the State Department 
reiterated its opposition to Extended Voluntary Departure for Salvadoran 
reftJgcf"!s. The strttement did no t touch on conditions within El Salvador, but 
forwarded the proposition that Extended Voluntary Departure would encourage 
illegal immigration, and , further, that Salvadorans pass through other 
countries where they can take refuge before entering the United States. 

T~e vast majority of Salvadoran refugees are not economic aliens, but persons 
who have been displaced by violence. It is no easy journey to the United 
States, and there is no reason to believe that allowing Extended Voluntary 
Departure will make that journey easier, or encourage more people to take it . 
To suggest that Salvadorans seek shelter in the already overcrowded refugee 
ca mps expanding throughout Central America is an abdication of our 
responsibility to those refugees presently in the United States. 

We believe that expressing concern about this humanitarian issue does not have 
to be cons trued as criticism of the Administration policy in Central America . 
Whatever our policy there, we must not shirk our responsibility for those 
individuals seeking temporary shelter in the United States. 

We would like to encourage those of you who are concerned about this issue to 
write the members of the Administation listed on the back of this letter, 
expressing your concern, and your hope that the Adminstration will grant 
Extended Voluntary Departure to Salvadoran refugees. 

With warm regards, 

~!Ml~-· ...... __ _ 
LES AuCOIN 
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William P . Clark 
A~sist~nt to the Presi~~nt for 
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The \-/1 t tP. llou:>c 
1~00 Pennsylvania Avenu~, NW 
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