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Dear Mr . President: 
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I t is reported that y ou plan t o have a battalion of 1,000 Salvadoran 
soldiers and a gro up of 500 to 600 Salv adoran office rs trained 
in the United States. On J anuary 9 , 1982 , the first of that group 
--60 sergeants and officer~~-arrived at Fo rt Bragg , North Carolina 
to begin 16 weeks of basic infantry training with the Green Berets . 
I am writing to register my strong objection to this action. 

Mr. President, I have read numerous accounts and reports o f the 
conditions and t h e political situation in El Salvador. Every one 
o f these reports le~ds me t o belie ve , beyond a doubt , that the 
present governrnent~ I acks respect for the bas i c huma n and civil 
right s o f i ts people . In fact, a recent report of the Un i ted Nations 
Human Rights Commission estimates that wel l o ver 9,000 polit i cal 
murders were c ommitted in the f irst six months o f 1981--alone . It 
seems to me that by militarily supporting the pre sent Sa lva doran 
gover nment and , now , by training Salvadoran soldie rs in the United 
States ~at we are contributing to the oppression that already exists. 
We are , in essence, training Salvadoran troops t o o ppre ss their 
own peop l e . We are c e rtain l y not pre serving the Sa l v adoran peop le's 
right to freedom of speech or self- determination . As I am sure 
you are aware, the people of El Salvador do not en j o y such luxuries . 
What we are , in fac t , doing is forcing the Salvadoran peop l e to 
hate and r e ject the United States just as mu ch as they dep ise 
their present government . Our support of this government, through 
military me ans, is nothing sho rt o f unconscio n able. 

I am also terribly concerne~ihat the United States military in
volveme nt in El Sal vador has increa sed so rap idly . The par a lle l s 
between our involvement in Vie tnam and our present policy toward 
El Salv ador are uncanny . I am fearful that in the no t t oo distant 
futur e we will see the first American s o ldier come horne from El 
Salvador i n a coffin . 
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I urge you to reconsider the decision to train Salvadoran troops 
in the United States and to lessen American military involvement 
in that country. 

Sincerely , 

JOHN JOSEPH MOAKLEY 
Member of Congress 



United 

DRAFT OF LETTER TO RONALD REAGAN 

Dear Mr . President: 

It is reported that you plan to have a battalion of 1,000 
soldiers and a group of 500 to 600 Salvadoran officers trained in the 
United States. On January 9, 1982, the first of that group --60 sergeants 
and officers-- arrived at Fort Bragg, North Carolinal I am writing to . 
register my strong objection to this action. lo ~ ~ /b ~ 

tlj~~~c 
Mr.~rsident, I have read numerous accounts and reports of the conditions ~. 
and poltical situation in El Salvador . Every one of these reports leads me 
to believe, beyond a doubt, that the present government lacks respect for 
the basic human and civil rights of its people. In fact, a recent report of the 
Nations Human Rights Commission estimates that well over 9,000 political murders 
were committed in the first six months of 1981--alone. It seems to me that 
by militarily supporting the present Salvadoran government and, now, by training 
Salvadoran soldiers in the United States that we are contributing to the 
oppression that already exists. We are, in essence, training Salvadoran troops 
to oppress their own people. We are certainly not preserving the Salvadoran 
people's right to freedom of speech or self-determination. As I am sure you 
are aware, the people of El Salvador do not enjoy such luxuries. What we are, 
in fact,doing is forcing the Salvadoran people to hate and reject the United 
States just as much as they despise their present government . Our support 
of this government, through military means, is nothing short of unconsionable. 

,_. . ~~~p 
I am,~~cerned~at the United States~ military involvement in 
,;a. i~•29:;ft,.:e:@n:flitlr has increased so rapidly. The parallels between 
our involvement in Vietnam and our present policy toward El Salvador are 
uncanny . I am fearful that in the not too distant future we will see the 
first American soldier@ hom~~~ 

I urge you to reconsider the decision to train Salvadoran 
United States 
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Dear Mr. President : 

JOHN WEINf"URTt:R 
ADMINISTftATIVE ASSISTANT 

221 CAN'ION BUILDIN<a 
( 202) 225-8273 

ROGER KINEAVY 
01 STRICT NA.NA.GEA 

1900C-JF K BUILOINQ 
BoSTON, M AO$ACHUSETTS 02203 

(617) 223-57 15 

It is reported that you plan to have a battalion of 
1,000 Salvadoran soldiers and a grou p of 500 o r 60 0 Salvadoran 
officers trained in the United States . On January 9 , 1982, the 
first of that group, 60 sergeant s and officers, arrived at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina to begin 16 weeks of basic in f antry 
training with the Green Berets. I am writing to register my 
strong objection to this action. 

Mr. P r e sident, I have r e a d nume rous accounts and r epor ts 
of the cond itions and the political situation in El Salvador. 
Every one of these reports leads me to belie ve, beyond a doubt, 
that the p resent governme nt in El Salvador lacks respect for 
the basic human a n d civil rights of its people. In fact , a r e 
cent repor t of the United Nations Human Rights Commi s sio n e s
tima tes that well over 9,000 political murders were committed 
in the firs t six months of 198 1 alone. It s eems to me that by 
militarily supporting the prese nt Salvadoran government and , now , 
by training Sal vadoran soldiers in the United State s we a re con
tributing t o the oppr e ssion that already exists . We are , in 
e sse nce, training Salvadoran troops to oppress the ir own people. 
~~e are certainly not preserving the Salvadoran people's right 
to freedom of speech or self-determination. As I am sure you 
are aware, the people of El Salvador do not enjoy such luxuries. 
What we are , i n fact, doing is forcing the Salvadoran people t o 
hate and r eject the United States j ust as much a s they depise 
their present government. Our support of this government, t hrough 
military means, is nothing short of unconsc ionable . 

I am also terribly concerne d over the f act that the United 
States military involve ment in El Salvador has incre ased so rapidl y . 
The parallels between our involvement in Vietnam and our p r esent 
policy toward El Salvador are uncannv . I am fearful that in the 
not too distant future we will s e e the first American soldier come 
horne from El Salvador in a coffin. 
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I urge you to reconside r the decision to train Salvadoran 
troops in the United States and l essen Ame rican military involve
ment in that country. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 


