March 24, 1991

Dear Congressman Moakley:

The purpose of this letter is to give you an
update on the Jesuit Case in El1 Salvador.

We last met in January and I appreciated your
insights on the Southern Region and El Salvador in
particular. Your concern for the families of the
servicemen just murdered by the FMLN insurgents was
also greatly appreciated.

, In our discussion on El1 salvador you brought up
‘the Jesuit Case as an issue that required immediate
attention. Like you, I was appalled at the brutal
murders of the Zesuits and too want just done. Like
¥ou, I want progress in the judicial process and those
responsible brcught to justice. When I asked you what
one thing I could do to demonstrate movement on the
Jesuit Case you said, "Get General Ponce to testify in
person before the judge.n

In late January I held a long meeting with
Minister of Defense Ponce. In that meeting the entire
conversation was on the Jesuit Case. I told General
Ponce he should testify in person before Judge Zamora
and offer total cooperation by the El Salvador Armed
Forces. -,

. I am pleased to report to you that General Ponce
has done just that. He has agreed to testify in
person before Judge Zamora and has called the Judge
and so informed him. General Ponce told me he has
instructed that officers involved in the case also
will testify in person, and he has counseled his
officers -- particularly those mentioned in the letter
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of 22 February 1991 to the Minister of Justice =-- to
be forthcoming and cooperative. A copy of the 22
February letter and an informal translation are
attached. In addition, Ponce is calling back
potential witnesses in Costa Rica and the United
States. Every indication we have so far is that
General Ponce and his staff will do what they say they
will do to move the investigation forward.

. I personally am reporting these facts to you as
follow-up to our meeting. I hope that this
information is useful and thank you again for taking
the time to see me last January.

Sincerely,

Encl
as

Commandet in Chief

Honorable John J. Moakley
221 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515-2109
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DIV TARE DEFENSE AND PUBLIC SECURITY
MINISTRY

REPUBLIC OF EL SALVADOR C.A.

Mr. Minister:

By means of this letter we address you to let you Know we
are aware of the transcendental and social ccmmotion originated
by the case of the six Jesuit Priests and their two

collaporators. Therefcre, since the judicial process which is
peing followsd has not yet concluded, we as menmbers of the high
command of the Armed Forces have seriously considered the neec
+o complete a complementary investigation that could help shed
l1ight on such a delicate case. .

As you are aware, our entirs country and particularly the
Armed Forces are undergoing dramatic conseguences generatad kv
this lamentable incident. The responsibility for planning and
executing the action against the lives of the Jesuit priests
cannot be blamed on the military institution. Scme of the facts
about events that lead up to the incident need to be expcunded
upen. For that reascn we request further investigation of the
following information by the Tyacutive Unit of the Ceommission on
Criminal Acts:
1. Regaxrding the mesting and rslated matiers +nat were eifected
a= the Military Schoecl during the night c¢f Novemper 13, 1¢3%, oOr
anv cther event at The Military School that might have taXxsen
place pricr te the previcusly mentioned mesting and tThat night
be related to the subject; said meeting was chaired by Colonel
Guillerme Alfredo Benavides Mcreno with =he participaticn ci tThe
Security Command Stail, Military Conplex, and Officers whixg were
in charge of the Military Schocl as ZIcllcws:

=. Lieutenan:t Colcnel Czrlecs Canil ,

Deputy Directer, Milizary School,

Security Command, Military Cemplex.

o or Herrpert Oswaldc Vides Lucha, cmmander, Cadets CCrpo

Bz ien, Milifary Schecl, with duties as S-11 for tne

St ' '

c. Mazjor Miguel Castillc Gonzalez, S$-111 Ior the Stafi

¢. Captain Jcs= Fuentes Rcdas, Assisting S-il and Commander,

cadez Corp Company, Militam School

e. Captain Franclilscc MEnice Gallardc Mata, S-IV fcr the

c-a2<< and in charge ci Supply Stores, Milizary School.
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f. First Lleutenant Nelson Alperto Bgrra Zamora, Assistant
Administrator, Military School, and S-1 (personnel).

g. First Lieutenant Yushsy Rene Mendoza Vallecillos,
Commander, 3rd Cadet Corp, Military School.

h. Captain Rene Lopez Morales, Company Commander, cadet
Corp, Military School. . :
i. First Lieutenant Mario Alberto Arevalo Melendez, Section
commander, Military School.

3. Second Lieutenant Jose Vicente Hernandez Ayala, Section
Commander, Military School.

At present and at his request, Captain Jose Fuentes
Rodas has been discharged. :

2. Amplify testimonies of Colonel Carlocs Meauricio Guzman
Aguilar and First Lieutenarnt Hector Ulises Cuenca Ocampo, both
from DEM; in order to clarify what were the causes that
influenced or motivated the participation of Intelligence
perscnnel in the search of the Centro Americana University (UCA)
"Jose Simecn Cafas", on November 13, 1989; as well as that
ralated to the meeting that +cck place at the National

-

Tntelligence Directorate cn +he morning cf November 16, 1c¢8¢.

Awaiting a favorable respcnse to this raguest, we remain at

.',
yeour crder.

GOD, UNICN AND LIZSZRTY
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