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PROCEEDINGS

MR. HARRIS: It is 11:55, August'7," 1991. We’re 1in

" the conference room of the Office of International Affairs in

Washington, D.C. I‘m John Harris, Deputy Director of the
Office of International Affairs in the Criminal Division of
the United States Department of Justice.

Present with me today is the witness, COL Milton

Menjivar; " also present is Ms. Julie Oettinger, Attorney

Adviser in the Office of the Legal Adviser of the United
Sstates Department of State‘; and Ms. Beth Wilkinson, Assistant
General Counsel, Department of the Army. |

We’re here to _.record testimony requested in a

_Comision Rogatoria issued by the judge of the Fourth Criminai

Court of.s;n.salvador?in the Republic;df El Salvador for use
in the criminal prosecution pending in that court of a
Guillermo Alfrédo Benavides Moreno and others forifhe crime of
murder.

I will now ask the court reporter to'éwear in the

witness.
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Whereupon,
"COL MILTON R. MENJIVAR
Qas>called as a witness and, having been first duly sworh, was
examined and testified as follows: |
EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BY MR. HARRIS:

Q COoL Menjivar, would you please state your occupation?
A ,I'm a colonel in the United States Army.
Q- COL Menjlvar, you are here today to voluntarlly

provide truthful ahswers, under oath, to the questions posed
by the Fourth Criminal Court in San Salvador, is that correct’
A_ That is correct.
' Q‘- I hand you now a copy of the;Comision'Rogatoria from
El Salvador{ and I ask that you read_it'oarefully.
(Witheés examined the document.)
'THE WITNESS: Okay.
BY MR. HARRIS:’
Q Have you now Tread the questlons contalned in the

request from Judge Rlcardo Alberto Zamora Perez in San

Salvador?
A I have.
Q Are you prepared to voluntarily answer these

Biversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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questions?

A Yes, I am.
Q Very well. COL Menjivar, when were you in E1l
Salvador?

A My tour of duty in El1 Salvador was from approximately
November 1988 to September 1990. I had in the past been there
on official visits and also living there as a child, but the
period weffe talking about is from November ‘88 to September
1990. |

Q What position dia you hold and what were your

" responsibilities?

A I was the Commander of the United States Military

Group, and I was'reSansible for admihistering the Security

Assistance Program and also providing military assistance to

eiﬁher the  embassy dr the Goyernment of El1 Salvador as
requested. | | . | .

Q Howvmany people were under your command?

A It varied, but it went ﬁp, to about 150 people,"
including civilians and miiitary of all services.

Q What specific training did you have for this
position? | l‘ | |

A Before I took this 3job I attended a Security
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Assistance management course at Wright-Patterson Air Force |

Base in Ohio. It was a three-week course that trains you and

acquaints you with the mechanics of administering the Security
Assistance Program.
Q COL Menjivar, can you explain how the armed forces of

El Salvador is organized operationally and administratively in

relation to the chain of command?

A - The president is, of coursé, the commander-in-chieff

He administers the armed forces through a Minister of Defense

‘and two Vice MiniStersf one for Defense and one for Public

Security.
. Operationally, he controls the armed forces thrdugh
the Chief of Staff of the Joint General Staff.
BaSically, that’s it. -
Q _Dﬁfing the November 1989 FMLN offensive, did the
formal chain of comménd break down? | |

A I don’t know that it did.

Q How did the chain of command function during the
offensive?
A In the capital region five ad hoc commands were

established under five separate commanders. They referred to

them as "unified commands." One of them was headed by the
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- commander -of the First .Infa’ntry Brigade, the other one by the

Commander of the National Guard, a third one by the Commander
of the Air Force, the fourth by the Commander of the Signal
School, and the fifth by the Commander of the Military

Academy.

These five unified commands were under  the

operational control of the Chief of the Joint General Staff,

but generaily received operational orders through the head of
the Qperations Sectidn of the General Staff, commonly‘referred
to as the C3. |

Q COL ﬁenjivar; durihg the months " of November and
December - of 1989 there were ndiitafy advisors to the high
command in General Staff Sections 2 éhd 3, in the National
Director of Inteliigence, in the Mllltary Academy and the
Aﬁlééata Battalion. |

| B Did these advisors'undersfand or speak Séénish?

" A During the period you’re referring to we pad advisors
-- we had three advisors at the Intelligencé Section C2 of the
Joint General Staff, and we had two advisors at the Military
Acadenmy. _

. The United States ﬁilitary Group did not have

advisors at the National Intelligence Directorate, and at that
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time the position of advisor to the C3 was vacant.

' The three advisors to the C2, they had been in El
Salvador an average of about two years, and they were fluent
in Spanish. The two advisors to the Military Academy had been
in country roughly a year, and they were proficient in
Spanish.

Q COL Menjivar, what is -the procedure for selecting

military officers for assignment to El1 Salvador?

A Normally an .officer is selected for assignnient to El
Salvaddr based on. a vacancy that exists that re;;uires his
speéific _exb.erfis’e, .band also it is based on the officer
meeting all the requirements for that specialty, whether it be
both the inilitéry specialty as wé;l as the language
requir_e.ménts. | |

Q Whét type of training do officers who are vass;igned i:o
the Military Group in El1 Salvador receive? |

A The‘offi_cers assigned to the .Milite_lry Group basically
fall into two categories. The ones that work at the embassy

and basically work administering the Military Assistance

course, like I did, that three-week course at Wright-Patterson

Air Force Base.
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Generally-all of the personnel. assigned there receive

.some sort of antiterrorist orientation and awareness—-

security awareness program, and it’s required personnel also|

receive language training or refresher, if they’re not fully

proficient.
0 How and why was MAJ Eric Buckland chosen?
A He was selected because a vacancy existed at the time

for his: qﬁalificat_:ions and for his spe.cialty._ He» first came
to El1 Salvador on a‘ mobil training team on a témporary duty,
and while he wa:s there, he 1liked the assignment, the
Salvadoran bf.ficers izhich he worked with 1liked the way he

worked, and everybody concurred on his assignment there. And

shortly thereafter he returned to the United States and then

was assigned on a permanent basis. 7

Q COL Menjivar-, did Military Group officers have
instructions to submit reports on their vcoh'taclz't with their
Salvadoran c‘ounterpai'ts? )

A No, théy do - not. Normally that ‘r'équirement exists
with some of the attaches and so forth, but not with the
Military Group. =~ And this woukbld have been almost an
unmanageable situation, with _fhe number of people I had, and

when you figure that some of them spent almost all. ‘t_:h'éir time

s
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~with their counterparts, where others had a  rather limited

: gﬁontact with them.

Q Did MAJ Buckland submit such reports?

A He submifted reports on his area of responsibility on
a‘routine basis through his supervisor, but it was just on
routine matters that took place in relation to his work.

Q Do you remember having heard conversations in 1989
about the Jesuits or the Jose Simeon Canas University of
Central_AmeriCa, known as the UCA? If so, what did these
conversations Qonsist.of? o

A stualiy‘you éawbarticles in the pfess about the UCA,
or you héard_casual conversations, but -~ I have heard about
it, of course, I had heard of it, but néthing subStantial‘that
I can recall. N

Q bd yoﬁ recall that thé UCA’s printipg house was
attacked twice, invApril and July of 198972 -

A I recall réading and hearing about the incident when
it was reported in the local media.

Q Were you aware of any investigation or the results of
that investigation?

A I was not aware of ﬁhe investigation, but I do know

that the embassy staff -- at meetings there was,ailot of
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~ concern, expressed about this type of incident, and, of course,

the Ambassador was always making sure that we relayed the

embassy’s interest in solving any investigations regarding
those incidents, that we relayed his interest to the armed

forces, and we did so.

Q Are you aware of any comments made about the attacks

~-by members of the Salvadoran armed forces or by U.S. Embassy

offices?

A Not by the‘armed forces. Again, from the embassy
side, I do know that there was a lot of interest in any type

of terrorism, whether it came from the right or the left, that

it be resolved.

o) COL Menjivar, aia yoﬁ know about the national radio
network broadcast about fhe Jesuitsrby ﬁeans of the Cuscatlan
rsdio pildtl statioh " during thé first few »days' of the
offensive? | -

A ﬁo, I do not know what they broadcast.

Q Did the U.S. Military Group make:any suggestions or
recommendations to the managers of the national radio network
or the pilot station?
| A Normally the national radiq‘network woﬁ1d have been

under the supervision of the Ministry of Information, which is
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a ciyilianwagency, and .we would not have had.direct inpuf into
what his actions were.
Q Where were you and what did you during the November
1989 guerrilla offensive in San Salvador?
A During the November offensive, I was in San Salvador
and spent most of the time performing my routine duties at the

embassy, visiting various field locations throughout the city

‘as well as selected units, which included, of course, the

Geheral Staff Headquarters and the Ministry ovaefensel.

Q  What instructions did the members of the U.S.
Military Gréi:p’ receive during the offensive?

A During thé_ offensive my instructions to them was,
initially, if vtheyVWere at thei:; place of duty, ‘to stay there;
if they were at their. place of residence, to stay there.

| 'Thisv changed a couple days into the offensive, and
basically‘which’we authorized movement between their place of
residence >and their place of duty, bﬁt only lﬁinimum movement
and only as required by their official duties.
Q Can you explain the use of the Immediate Reaction
Batallions, their change of command and commupication links
duringl the FMLN offensive? o

A The Immediate Reaction Batallions are not normally
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' aé.si'gned to a geographic area of responsibility. - They come

-under the direct control of the Joint General Staff and

normally are assigned specific missions under the confrol of
another headquarters, normally a brigade headquarters. They
don’t have geographical responsibilities, except for 1local
security around their own headquarters areas.

During the period of the FMLN offensive in 1989, the
BIRI's were assigned as follows: The BIRI Bracamonte and the
Atlacata were both assignéd to the First Infantry B;igade; the
BIRI Belloso was assigned to Air Force Headquarters; the BIRI
Atonal was assigned to the Slxth Infantry Brlgade, and the
BIRI Arce to the Third Infantry Brigade. |

A subordinate'element of the Atlacata wés_under fhe
operational control of‘ tne Military ,Acédemy for a period
around. the 15t1:1 of Novémber, before it rejoined its PQ:::;
unit. 7 |

Q COL Menjivar, were the 13 U.S. Special Forces

officers based in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, who were giviné
a training course to the Atlacata Battalion at the beginning
of the offensive under your command?

A Yes, they were under my operational conffol.

Q When was the decision made to bring them to E1
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Salvador to give a course?
A We obtained approval from both Salvadoran and United

States authorities on or about June of 1989 to bring them

down.

Q And when did -yoﬁ realize the offensive was going to
begin?

A About 3 o’‘clock on the afternoon of November 11,

‘based on a number of reports and some indicators, that’s when

I éame to the conclusion 1f:hat the offénsive was going to
start. Up to ‘-thatb périod of time we had had a numbt.ar of false
reports th.atv went on for days.

’To givé -you an example, the day» before the embassy
held the Marine Ball, vif.h over 500 people participating in|
it, and the regional se'curity officer feit that the threat was
not high ﬁeric’;ugh to warrant cancelling it.

Q | Whyr did you continue givingv ".t'he‘ course in the middle
of tﬁe offensive? | | |

Al The place where the course was being given was away
from the city, a_nd there were no ‘—hostilitié.s ixp there, no
activities at all; The troops were available. _ And, yet, if I
would have had to cancél the cbursc—l;-v and evacuate the tean,

they would have to come to the city where the majority of the
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fighting was going on. “The airport they would have had to use

to evacuate was also closed Que to enemy activity.

So, basically, the place where they were was the
safest, and they continued performing business.
Q Why was the course later suspended?

A On or about the 13th of November the Joint General

Staff recalled the unit and brought them into the capital to

use for. operational purposes. Therefore, the traiping was
suspended because there was no unit left to train.

Q Now, what was the objective of this trainiﬁg?

 A7 The 6bjectivé of the training was to evaluate the

United States Special Forces Team’s ability to conduct small

~unit training, which is a requirement that they have under the

formal Army training and evaluation _prograﬁ.v They are

required tb»perform their wartime mission and are evaluated on
how weli they do it. | | |
So what we did was bring the unit down there so they
could train the way they would on a real world mission and be
evaluated under realistic conditions.
Q Where have the U.S. officers who ggye the training
course gone? | |

A The team returned to Fdrt Bragg, North Carolina, on
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or about the 23rd of 'Névémber, 1989." "I don’t know where they
are how, but that’s when they returned.
Q COL Menjivar, during the offensive did U.S. Mil Group
officers attend staff meetings at the Salvadoran armed forces

headquarters?

A Normally the members of the Military Group do not|

attend the Joint General Staff meetings. " They do attend

briefings when they’re open to the general public -- not
general public, bi_lt geheral audience of the General Staff.

During the offensive, small, informal, ad hoc

meetings were nofmally held periodically in the open area of

the Operations Center, and anybody who was present, whether it

be advisors or not, would listen to what was going on and was

free to contribute' if there was any relevant contribution to

be made.

Q  On what dates?

A All throughout this period there were ongoing
meetings, with small groups of people being -- but the formal
meetings that the General Staff has, normally the military
representatives are not invited to sit in those meetings. |

Q Did U.S. Mil Group officers attend meetings at the:

Military School?

e e

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1511 K STREET, N.W. SUITE 643 -
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 628-2121




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
.18
19
20
21

22

, 17

A Normally; - the. two advisors- that we“*had at the
Military Academj attended all the staff meetingé that were
held. During the period of the offensive, since the academic
cycle was suspended, and no staff meetings were held, and the
advisors were told to remain at their house because there was

no work for them to do there, they did not attend any meetings

that I know of.

0 -If so, who did and oh what dates? »

A | Not that I know of, and I don’t believe anybody did.

Q Did they atfend meetings at the National Intelligence
Directorate?. B |

‘A The United States Mil Group dqes not have any
advisoré at thé National Intelligence Directorate, and, to ﬁy
knowledge, no one from the unit attendéd any méetings during
fhose dates;' |

Q Well,’specifiéally on Nbvembefllsth and 16th of 1989,
did they attend meetings at the specified placés?‘_

A Not that I know of. Theré’s one itémbthat I would
likxe to mention up here, since you mentioned meetings.

| I visited the Military Academy on the aftérnoon of 15

November 'to coordinate with thé thén major, Carlos Camilo

Hernandez, for the security of the Ambassador’s residence, and
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also to coordinate a reaction force that would be provided to|

help the. residents in case it was attacked; since there had
been some hostilities there the night before.

The residence 1is 1located in the area that the
Military Academy was responsible for, so it was a routine
visit to the Military Academy in which I coordinated for the

reaction force.

‘Major Camilo Hernandez at that time also advised me

that he would be sending a lieutenant, who was the éommander,

of the Atlacata element that he had in the Military Academy,
hé would be sending this 1lieutenant to the Ambassador’s
residence to goordinate this reaction force.

| Théreforel, aboutsiboo'clo;k thé‘_i: evening I met with
the 1lieutenant at the Ambassador’s residenée, -and with the

ResidDerncas '

person in charge of the security of the _ewwcmgw, a State
Departmenthecurity agent, and we coordinated how this would
be perfomed. And the Ambas‘sador also arrived at the time
from the embassy, got a chance to briefly say hi to the
officer, and rthe Ambassador went inside the residence, and the
lieutenant left about 6 o’clock that evening.

Q COL Menjivar, what did you do on Novem_ber 15 and 16,

19892
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A On November 15 I performed my routine duties around

‘the embassy, the General Staff and the Ministry of Defense.

And as I related earlier, I also visited the Military Academy.
0 When did you first hear about the murder of the

Jesuits?

A I heard about the murder of the Jesuits at

'approXimatei}' 8 o’clock in the morning while I was visiting

the Combined Operations Center at the Joint General Staff.
Q Where did you hear it from?
A I heard one of the officers on duty there talking to

ano_ther,one, comnienting that the Jesuits had been killed. I

"asked the Minister of Defense who was there present, I asked

him if it was ti'ue, and he indicated by nodding his head that
itvwas true, but he did hot provide any details..

Q Whét did you do about the murders? 7

A I did not do anything about the murders, but when I

returned to the embassy, we had a meeting with the Ambassador

>in which he condemned the murders and stated that the

authorities should make every effort possible to solve the
murders and to find who had performed the murders.
Q Did you ask all the members of the Mil Group if they

had any information about the murder of the Jesuits?
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‘A~ No. Of course, it would have been almost impossible

for me to ask all 150 of then, and at that time the situation

was very tense.
What I did ‘do, though, was make sure that every one
of the personnel that worked directly for me relayed through

the chain of command to all their subordinates that one of the

prime interests of the embassy was to ensure that-:—"‘this crime

was resolved and the guilty parties identified.
| Can I go off the record?
Q Certainly. |
(A dis.cussionvwas held off the record.)
"THE WITNESS: I’d 1like to clarify what I said
earlier, the situation was tense.

Dufing_that time we didn’t have a feeiing of how many

vcasualties . we -had, but, for example, we had about 500

friendlies killed, about 2,000 FMIN killed, and a number of
civilian casualtile_s that still had not been determined.
At that time also the second largest city in the
country was just about ready to fall-l under control of the
So what I referred to as being tense, it was because

of the military situation, not because of the crime.
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BY MR. HARRIS: | o —
Q I understand.
COL Menjivar, when did yoﬁ first realize that the
armed forces of El1 Salvador held any responsibility for the

murders?

A Oon the 2nd of January I was informed of the

information that - MAJ Buckland had relayed to LTC Hunter that

afternoon. = So that was the first time that I had any
information about the armed forces of El1 Salvador being

involved.

Q When did you realize COL Benavides was implicated in

‘the murders?

A At the same time. This was during the same

conversation and the same facts that were related to me by COL

Hunter.

Q. Did you attend any meetings with the Salvédoran armed
forces or in the U.S. Embassy where the Jesuit murder case or
its investigation ﬁas discussed?

A I attended daily meetings at the embassy where a
number of topics were discussed, but also one of the main
topics always discussed was the progress of the investigation

of the Jesuit murders.
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At every opportunity, you know, when I met with. the

‘members ‘of- the Salvadoran high .command, I emphasized that it

was critical for us to solve the case of the murders and bring
the guilty parties, whoever théy may be, to justice.

But up until the 2nd of January the question of who
had murdered the Jesuits was open. There was a belief that it

could have been anybody from the right and the left, military

‘or civilian, the FMLN or the armed forces.

Q When did you learn about the information MAJ Eric
Buckland received from COL. Aviles? .

A I leérned that information on the 2nd of January,
when I ﬁras contaéted by COL William Hunter, who was the
imined’iate sﬁpervisor éf MAT Bucklandv, who infomed me that MAJ
Buckland had Vtc;ld him that afternoon that hé -had information
about the 'kiliing - of the Jesuit. priesté at the Central
American Uniﬁersity on the 16th of Novémber.

Q What did you do when you found out?

A After having been made aware of the inférmation, ~and
since I was a member of the workihg groixp designa'ted by
Ambassador Walker to overwatch the investigation of the Jesuit".
murders, I contacted Miss Janice Eimore; a S‘l';ate Departmé_nt

politicalvinilitary officer and also a member of the working
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group, - ‘and asked her if she had’ any knowledge of the

‘investigation, focusing on the personnel mentioned by MAJ

Buckland.

The other members of the working group, a Mr. Dick
Canas, who was a DEA representative based out of Mexico City,
had returned to Mexico City and was not available.

COoL Wayné»ﬁheeler, the Defense Attache, who was also
a member of the work group, was on leave in the Dominican
Republic.

And Mr. Dick Chidester, the Legal Officer, was in
country, but you recall this' is the 2nd of January, right
after the New Year celebration and all'the tension that had

been there for the 1last couple three weeks. He was not

‘available at the embassy at that time.

I told Miss Elmore what I had learned, and .she éaid
that she Had no knowlédge about any of the incidenfs that MAJ
Buckland had related. |

Then I went up to the Defense Attache office and|
contacted MAJ Donahue, and without specifically telling him
what .I knew from MAJ Buckland, I asked him- if he had any
additional information, if he Vhad: heard anything from the

General Staff, since that was normallybhis area of
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responsibility, which he stated that he knew nothing about it
eifher. o

So then I was left with a situation whére I had some
information and T had to verify it.
The Ambassador was not in country at that time. He

was in Washington on a vacation or a consultation visit. I

can’t recall which.

Sb then what I decided to do was, I asked Miss Elmore
to accompany me and go to the General Staff anc@ basically
confront COL Ponce_and ask him if he had any knowledge of
this, becausé ail the information we had was that the
investigétion was being carried out and that they were waiting
to get’all the évidence. So we went to see COL Ponce and told
him about what we had heard; |

Q  Would you describe the meeting you had with COL Pohcev
on January‘z, 1990?' |

A We arrived -- Miss Elmore and I arrived at COL
Ponce’s outer office about 4:30, 5:00 in the afternoon. He
was having a staff meeting. We waited about an hour.

When the meeting broke up, Miss Elmore and I went
into COL Ponce’s private office, and I related to COL Ponce

exactly what I had learned about MAJ Buckland’s statement..
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First-of all, COL Ponce seemed surprised, then he was
sprt of disappointed and then outréged. He didn’t believe
-— he wanted to know where the information came from.
At this time I made a decision that for my
allegations to have validity, I would have to tell him where

they came from. It wasn’t one of those things that, you know,

I heard it through the grapevine type rumor.

So I told him what had happened, and then COL Ponce
stated that he wanted to talk both to MAJ Buckland and to COL
Aviles.

Miss .E.lm'ore ahd I left COL Ponce’s private office,
wént outs-ide, and I went to look for MAJ Buckland. Miss
Elmore stayed in the oﬁt_er office. -

Apparently COL Ponce made a pl'xone‘ call or summoned
COL Aviles vlllaeca;use COL Aviles came in while I was s_earching
for MAJ Buckman. COL Aviles and Miss Elmore went into COL
Ponce’s office. A little bit later I went in and basically
told COL Aviles what we knew.

| COL Aviles denied everything, said that that was not
true,_ that he had never heard of thét, had never talked to MAJ
Buckland, had no idea what we were talking about.

At that time COL Ponce asked that Buckland and COL
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Huntef., come in. They came in. We started talking about what
had happened. We asked MAJ Buckland to relate the whole
étory. |

There was a question initially whether this should be
done in Spanish, English and so forth. MAJ Buckman was very
nervous. He stated that he’d rather télk in English, and I
said, "Fine, I wili do the translating.™ |

va’nitially he said he wanted to talk to me privately
before he talked to COL Ponce. I told him no, that we’re
beyond talking in private up here. This -- you kno.w, we have
to let -- you know, to tell things like they are.

lv Fir_st MAJ Buckland started -- looked at COL Aviles
aﬁd said that cCoOL Aviles should underStand that although he
had beén told what had been related fo. himvin the strictest
privacy, that COL Aviles vshould understand that his first
responsibilifies - -tﬁat MAJ Bﬁckland’é first réspénsibilities}
were to the United States Army and that> he had an obligation
to tell the truth, at \&hich time he reléted ‘what -- the same
thing he had told us, what he had learned.

Again, COL Aviles denied having any knowledge of
this. |

COL Ponce then asked that COL Lopez y Lopez be
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brought to his office. COL Ponceé“called on the phone and

tried to call COL Lopez. He couldn’t reach him. COL Aviles

said that he knew where he could find him, and he 1left the
office. He was gbne probably about an hdur.
After that, COL Lopez arrived, and he stated that he

had been at some function, social function, and COL Ponce then

related to him what the allegations were. COL Lopez denied

everythihg. He said, "No, I have no idea what they’re talking
about. i’ve never talked to»anybody about this;‘ I have no
idea where it’s Coﬁing from.* And he also added, he said,
"You know as 'welll as I do what the status of the
investigétions are and what we’rgvfinding out. So there’s
nothing else." B |

Then COL Poncé told me that he would have'to inform

the Minister of Defense about this. There was curfew going on |-

at that time, and the'curfew went on until about 11 o’clock at
night. After that, basically, it was off Fhe streets.
Anybody seen on the streets is assumed to be hostile.

So what I did was, I left the General Staff
Headqﬁarters just a few minutes before thebcurfew and went to
my house.

Q Do you have any other information indicating that COL
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Guil;ermbrfAlfpgdo Benavides prquther' Salvadoran military
officers were responsible for the Jesuit murders?
A No, 1 don't;
Q COL Menjivar, ‘when did you 1learn that MAJ Eric
Buckland had told the FBI agents on January 11 and 12, 1990,
that COL Benavides was planning the Jesuit murders and that

COL Ponce, knowing this, sent COL Aviles to try and prevent |--.

" the multiple crime from being executed?

A  I’m somewhat familiar with the statements made by MAJ
Buckland to the FBI, but I do not know that COL Ponce sent COL

Aviles. to prevent this crime, whether he had any prior

_know1edgé.

I understand there’s some confﬂsion,about that, but I

don’t have that information. I do not know that MAJ Buckland

made such a statement to the FBI.

o What do you know about the workings of the Salvadoran
armed forces? |

A Well; I have a working knowledge of how the armed
forces in El Salvador function based on my tour of duty there. |

Q What do you know about the role of COL Guillermo
Alfredo Benavides or his personality? |

A Well, I know that when I got there, he was assigned
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as the Infelligénce Officér in the“CZ of ﬁhe General Staff,

‘and then he was assigned as Director of the Military Academy.

I don’t -- you know, I couldn’t tell you about his
personality. That would be speculation on my part.
0 What do you know about how the murders took place and

specifically how the suspects voperated militarily in the

. execution of the crime?

A I ao not know how the murders took place and how they
operated.

Q In view of this, does it seem possible to you that
COL Guillermo Alffédo'Benavides may have acted on his own?

A I cannot specﬁlate about COL Benaﬁides' actions.

Q Do you have knowledge of other persohs who may héﬁe
participated in the crime?

A I don’t know of any other persons who have.

participated in the crime.

Q COL Menjivar, did you know LTC cCarlos Camilo
Hernandez?
A Yes, I met then MAJ Hernandez when he was the’

Operations Officer of the Third Brigade. I met him November

1988.

Q Did you ever discuss the murders with him?
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A . No; I’ve never discussed the murders with him.

Q | After leaving El1 Salvador, have you been subjected to|
interrogations about the Jesuit case, about anything related|
to the case?

A No, I have not.

Q Have you had any type of problem with U.S. officials
as a result of the way you handled the Jesuit case?

A I’d prefet not to answer th#t question. '

Q - COL Menjivar, do you ﬁave anything that you’d like to
add, or would you like to clarify any of your respoﬁses?

A No‘,' I don’t think I have anything to add at this|

time.

7 I’dflike to go off the record for a second.
(A i'i‘iscussion was held off the -recor‘:d.‘)
THE WITNESS: We’re back on the recbrd_?
BY MR. HARRIS: |
Q Back on the record. COL Menjivar, is there anything

you’d like to add or any clarification you’d .lik;a to make to
any of your respdnses?

A Not at this time.

Q Thank you very much.

A Thank you.
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(Whereupon, at 12:40 p.m., the deposition of
COL MILTON R. MENJIVAR was concluded.)

* * * * *

31

- I have fead- the foregoing, which reflects a correct

‘transcript of the answers given by me to the questions herein

recorded.

peponent M«ﬂj;l (R MW%/\,

Date 7T Aog t4994
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CERTIFICATE

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAV)
IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ;

I, Harlyne S. Blum, Notary Public, before whom the
| foregoing deposition was taken, do hereby certify that the
_ﬁitness whose testimony appears in the preceding pages was duly
sworn by me; that the testimony of said witness was taken by me
by stenotypevand thereafter reduced to typewritten.form; that
said aepositien'is’a true record of the testimony given by said
witness; that I am neither ceunsel for, related te, nor employed
by any of the parties to the aetion in which»this deposition was|
taken; and, further, that I aﬁ not a reletive of or employee

of any atto:hey or counsel employed by the perties thereto, nor
financially or otherwise interested in the outeeme_ of this

action.

Tty S
/Harlyne S. ‘Blum

Notary Public in and _for the
District of Columbia

My commission expires:

November 15, 1995 -
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