




Q. What is the Racial Inbalance Iaw? 

A. 'Ihe Facial M a n e  Iaw, passed i n  1965, prwides for the elimination of 
inkdanced schmls. An inkdanced school is defined by the l a w  as any 
9-1 with a m + t e  populatial over 50%. m r  the law, i f  a city is 
found to have inklanced schools, the school mrmittee is required to 
suhnit a plan to balance them. 

Q. What is a desegregated school? 

A. A desegregated school is a schcol with an equal enrollment of white and 
m d t e  students. 

Q- What is an integrated school? 

A. An integrated school, on the other hand, is a school which reflects Black 
and White cultures equally. N>t only is there a racially balanced student 
e n r o l h a t  but teache~~ and staff are racially balanced, books and class- 
ram materials shm both Black and White cultures and Black and White 
&ties participate equally in making decisions about the edwatim of 
their children. 

Q. my did the State Board of Edwtion make up a racial balance plan for 
Boston? 

A. Wder the Racial Mxdance Law, it is the responsibility of local school 
officials (in Boston, the Boston School Cumittee) to  draw up a plan to 
balance its schools. Hmevw, in  Boston, the School Carmittee was not able 
to mne up with a plan acceptable to the Supreme Judicial 0x.u-t. Ihe re- 
su l t  was that the State Board of Educatial was ordered by the Supreme 
J u a c i a l  Burt to draw up a plan for Bostcn. 

Q. What limitations o r  bnmdaries were placed on the State Board of Edwaticm 
in drawing new school dis t r ic ts  i n  order to create balanced schools? 

A. Accordi.ng to the Supreme Judicial Burt, which defined the Racial bblance 
Law in the case of School Omnittee of Boston v. Board of Edwation, the 
balance plan had to take into consideration the safety of children trawl- 
ing £ran hane to school and schaol to  ha^ on an equal basis w i t h  balancing 
sdmols. Spcif ical ly  : 

a) School districts could not be so large that  tint= or distance of travel 
was so great as to risk the health o r  safety of children or  to in any 
way stop the ducation of those children. 

b) School dis t r ic ts  could not be "non-contiguous". W~I-~~~LIOUS means 
"not t o d g " .  That is, the State Board was prohibited from dxawjng 
school dis t r ic ts  which were not of one piece. 'Ihey could not identify 
s.epa.rate areas of the city, add them together, and ca l l  all these 
separate areas one school district. 

c) Districts were also required to look as nuch as possible like districts 
already established. 

a) Size of School districts: Ch the elemmtary and intendiate levels 
3500 was set as the m x b r  of students which could be p l d  in any 
one school district. 

b) QI the e a t a r y  level, 2 miles was set as the farthest d i s tdra~e  
that  ekmntary students would have to travel. (Zhere are 
mils--about 1% of thDse uim are tra\~eling--who w i l l  be t r a ~ l l n g  
uver this distance in tkttapan area). 

c) FOZ- safety, the district boundaries were drawn wtmever possible 
almg mjor streets. 

DDes the State Plan met the of the F a c i a l  Inbkm Law? 

Not anpletely. There are still schools in L a e r  -, W- Park 
and Mat- which are left inbalance3 under the p h .  Hcl*Rvef, the State 
Plan does the nuaber of m-white children in racially m h l m e d  

frcm a b u t  30,000 to about 10,000. 

yes. The Racial ~ n b h m e  I aw  only forbids schools over 50% m-whib. 

Hhat areas of the ci ty are least touched by the State Plan? 

AU areas of the city are touched sanewSrat by the plan because of changes 
in the grade structure. -w, ~ c n e  areas are tarhed very Lit t le  by 
the plan. 

QI t k  elemntary level (grades 1-5) these include East -ton, Charles- 
town Atlstrcn, Brightrcn, West -, nost of yrde Park, - of - 
wt&, lc-r mxtwy, washington park, and a mt of mttapan w 
Blue H i l l  Ave. 

&the in-b level (grades 6-8): Wtof West-I East-- 
and Charleston. 

QI the high sctool level (grades 9-12) : East Boston. 

fncpmral, itistheareasintheverycenterof t h e c i t y w a r e -  
md the areas cm the outside edges of the city, which are &Y W*I 
which are least  affected by the Plan. 

Why are schools in UWSS Rxdxlry, Was- Park and parts of tkt- 
left inhbxed? 

&cause it was inpossible for the State Board Of Edwaticn to 
~ t i - d g u i d e l i n e s ~ f t h e S u p r e m e J U d i c i a l B u r t i n ~  
school districts and still balance these schmls. 'Ihese schools are 
located in the center of the city 80 fa r  fmm white n e i g h b s  that it 
was inpossible to dxaw balanced school districts including these schools 
wi tku t  lmking the districts too large and the traVe.1 distaMe of the 
children tDo great. 

Q. How did the S t a t e  met these limitations or  restr ic t ims? 



Q. Why do m y  s&ml districts rerrain all white under the plan? 

A. Because it was iqmssible to include B l a c k  children in these districts 
w i t b u t  raking the districts too large or travel distance for the children 
too great. 

Q. Why is the State Plan called a "sixjrt-'' plan? 

A. A '9hort-term'' plan deals w i t h  the problem of de-atim by d t r ic t -  
ing cmly. A long-tezm plan, on the other hand, muld include plans for 
new school buildings and the changes in d i s t r i c t  lines that muld be -- 
sary when these new schools here built. 

Q. Why are they charging the grade structure in the schools? 

A. In 1967 the Boston School Carmittee tlecided to change the grade s t ru=tUZP 
fran K-6 (El--), 7-9 !Intenndate),  10-12 (High School), to K-5 
(Elemntary), 6-8 (Intermedrab), and 9-12 (High School) changed 
mt of the schools in the Black Canamity to the new StrUctWX 

and then stopped. ?he result was a dud (double) strwture. -tly, 
the federal gwerrrment has found the Boston Schools i n  violaticm of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 because of this dual grade sizwtwe and has, 
therefore, cut off federal m m q  to Boston for new p ~ ~ q m ~ .  The State 
Plan solves this pxcblen of dual grade stnlctm by changing $1 schools 
to the new system originally adapted by the Bc~ston School &m~tte? i n  
1967. 

Q. VW are el-tary schools being closed? 

A. LWer the State Plan, elemmtary schools w i l l  go up d y  to the 5th gr& 
and 6th graders w i l l  go into i n t e n n d a b  schools. lhis change £ran K-5 
to K-6 has created extra space in the el-tary schools and has made it 
possible to close several ehentary schools and still -te a l l  
elenwtary pupils. Scm, el-tary schools w i l l  be used as high school 
annexes this f a l l  to acammdab the 9th graders who w i l l  nclw be g~ing to 
high schDol under the State Plan. 

Q. What schools are u ~ f f e c t e d  by the Plan? 

A. The Latin Schools and Technical High School. 

Q. What ~rogramrs are unaffected by the Plan? 

A. Vocaticmal program, bilingual programs and special educa- D. 
If a student is in one of these program nclw or  plans to be m one next 
y e a r , b w i l l g o t o t h e s c h D o l ~ t h a t p r o g r a m i s o f f e r e d a n d ~ t o h i s  
regulax district school. 

Q. Are w a r t e n  children included in the R a c i a l  Balance Plan? 

A. No. KinderyKten children w i l l  attend the school nearest their b un- 
less a parent chooses to have child attend school with older brothers or  
sisters. 

Q. W i l l  ?dmnced classes continue under the plan? 

A. Yes. fifth graders w i l l  be in e l m -  s&mls and 6th r~r* 
inln z k  schools. r&anced classes will  also be added for 4th 
gr-s. 

Q. What is a g d ?  

A. A geomde is a mil grouping of streets designated as a p l c e  reporting 
area. lhere are 800 geomded areas i n  the ci ty of Boston and they are 
used for taking census and for identifying the location of fires, crms 
and other emrgencies. State Planners used g d e d  infonration in 
drawing new school dis t r ic ts  and assigned children to school a c c o ~  to 
their geocode areas. 

Q. How m y  children are there in the Boston Public Schools? 

A. 93,647 
(W) 57,623 
(W) 36,024 38.5% 

Q. How m y  children w i l l  be bussed? 

A. mm to the ~oston School Deparbnent, 17,400 children wil l  need 
t r w r t a t i m  to school for distance and safety reasons. Wre is the 
-: 

Elarwtary 5472 
Intenwdiate 6006 
High School 5922 

3500 students who are assigned to special educaticn classes, to mgnet 
schools o r  the subsystem w i l l  also be provided w i t h  -ation by the 
school Department. 

Q. How did the Boston school Department decide who d d  be assigned for 
trawportation? 

A. For grades 1 to 8, all children traveling over a mile to school w i l l  be 
p-ided with transprtaticm. Sane children within waUcing diStance of 
school (less than mile) were also assigned to -rtaation i f  it 
was cansidered unsafe for them to walk to school because of -m 
streets, railroad tracks, etc. 

All high school students traveling over 1% miles w i l l  be provided with 
tranqmrtation. In the past high school students have taken the MBlA to 
school. They have m been assigned to regular school buses for safety 
reasons, i.e. to a d d  p s s i b l e  s t u h t  trouble a t  MBTA transfer points 
(Andrwe Square, IMley s ta t im,  Etc.) 

Q. How m y  children take the bus to school m ?  

A. It is h p s s i b l e  to give an exact figure, but formr D i r e c t a r  of Safety, 
rouis D e G i a a x m  of the Boston School Department, thinks that about 31,000 





We control transfer policy replaced the open e n r o l h t  policy i n  1970, 
which all& students to transfer into any school w h e ~  there was extra 
space. Under qen enrollment m y  white students mxred outsof schmls with 
Black populations, causing som of these schools to k x m ~  lmbaLanced 
schools. 

m a t  is ExcXIus? 

E%rxius, founded i n  1965, is Wxbmy's f i r s t  g m s s m t s  education organiza- 
tion. mder the MDChlS Program atxut 800 children are tramp- wlun- 
t a r i ly  out of schools in ~~ and Mattapan and into other -1s i n  the 
City of Boston unQr the Controlled Transfer Policy. Ekcdus children attend 
schools in  Ilyde Park, Mlindale ,  W e s t  W m ,  Brighton, Back Bay, and 
Dorchester. 

If  a child was enrplled i n  -us l a s t  year, will he be able to return to 
his  school ~ x t  year? 

No one can say for sure. 'Ihe School Cannittee has said that students i n  
the Controlled Transfer Program last year will be amsicbred f i r s t  for the 
Cantrolled Transfer h-ograrm next fal l .  Since Exodus students=-fed 
unckr tb Controlled Transfer policy, their applications for amtrolled 
transfer w i l l  be given f i r s t  cowideratian next fall .  (Of course, Ewdus 
students who will be 6th graders next year will be going into new interne 
diate schools next fall .  1 

If a parent wants his child to go to s&ml i n  the !suburb, winn shDuld he 
contact? 

MFPCO, 55 Dirrock Street, m m ,  ~ ~ t t s ,  427-1545. 

MFPCO is a s tate  funded program under wh ich  innerci ty  children trans- 
ported voluntarily into the suburbs to go to school. - staff p m i d e s  
d c e s  to help children adjust to their new scho3ls and to help the neW 
schools meet the needs of their new students. A t  present there are a b u t  
1900 children in MFPCO. 

What is a magnet school? 

A magnet schaol is a school that tries to at t ract  a racially mixed group of 
students by offering educaiondl programs of unusually high quality. Exam 
ples are the Haley i n  ml inda le ,  the oluwhwer in We$ -, t$ 
Bancroft i n  the south md,  otter in ~ x ! a u y ,  the.-gan (In=& 
Section) i n  J b c a  Plain, and the Copley Ugh -1. Children are 
not assigned to these schools. Instead, any ciuld who mshes to go to one 
of these schmls i n  the c i ty  applies -y to that school. 

Under the State Plan, the Trotter and the Otmdxwer are mept iom.  The 
only new Black pupils who w i l l  be all& to attend the Tkntter nexf. Year 
are those living i n  a special d i s t r i c t  in  Wiry. The d y  new 
pupils all& to attend the O h ~ a k ~ e r  next year are those wlm l ive i n  a 

special attendance dis t r ic t  i n  West ~~. The remaining spaces i n  the 
Tlotter are reserved for new White pupils enrolling in  the schwl and the 
remaining spaces in  the C X r a t q e r  are reselved for new Black pupils en- 
rolLing i n  that school. ( A l l  a d r e n  who already attend the hotter or  
the w i l l  be allawed to stay in  those schools) 

Q. ?here is scmething called the Subsystem. What is i t ?  

A. aE Subsystem includes three special nagnet schools, the Trotter ( E l m -  
-), The U q a n  (Intermediate), and the Copley Square High School. 
lhesearetheschwlswfieremnr?thodsof teachingaretriedandnewma&?- 
rials are used wh ich  the School repartnent thinks will help children learn 
better. 'Ihe a s  School, which used to be the intsmwdiate school for the 
Subsystem w i l l  ke a rqdar intenrediate school unc?er the plan and part of 
the Hennigan will serve as a regular el-tary school for  Jamica Plain 
children. 

Q. w i l l  the mtter School be balanced next year? 

A. Last  ye^ the mter School was slightly inkdanced (52.63% non-white). 
Next f a l l  it is expxted to be about tm-thirds non-white. State planners 
and Dostcln School Departrrent officials are now mrking to see i f  they can 
balance the mter School. 

Q. What is the "Gafiity decision"? 

Last year the N W 3 ,  on behalf of a group of Black parents, filed a suit 
i n  the United States D i s t r i c t  Court, charging the Boston School Omnittee 
w i t h  intentionally & a segregated school system. On June 21, 1974 
J a g e  Arkhw Garrity ruled that the School Ccmoittee was guilty as,charged, 
and he ordered the Schml Cannittee to desegregate the Boston Publlc Schmls. 

Q. HCky w i l l  Judge Gxri ty desegregate the schmls? 

A. Judge Garrity has ordered that the State Plan be pt into effect i n  
Sqtmbx as the f i r s t  step tmard desegregating the schools. 

Q. Can Judge Garrity use the State Plan n a ~  that the Racial Imbalance Law 
has been repealed? 

A. Yes. Judge Garrity can order %plan he thinks w i l l  best desegregate the 
schools. 

Q. W i l l  the State Plan be LE& again i n  S e w ,  1975? 

A. For Septe&er, 1975 Julge Garrity has ordered the School Cmmittee to pre- 
pare a plan which balances the schools in  Boston. (Ihe State Plan 
leaves m schools imbalanced). 

Q. nE U.S. Congress has passed a b i l l  banning bussing farther than the next 
nearest neightorkcd school. Does this affect Boston's desegregation plan? 

A. No, because this b i l l  also says that a Judge, such as  Judge Garrity, may 



order bussing i f  hs thinks it i s  necessary i n  order to -te the 
schmls. 

&m W --white teachers are there in the noston school sys-? 

O u t  of a total of 5,215 teachers, 462 are non-white (7.2%). 

~ a r  does the percentage of m-white teachers ccnpare w i t h  the m e 9  
of nowwhite pupils? 

7.2% of Boston teachers are non-white, but 38.5% of Ejostcm school children 
are m-white. 

EKw do these figures anpre with other cities in the United States? 

Figures of the United states Office of civ i l  ~ i g h t s  siv.i t h a t  Bostcn had 
the mrst record amng major US cities for h i r h g  non-white teachers in 

to its rKm-uhite students. 

Har m y  m-white teachers wx ld  there be in the Bosw schxls if  minority 
teacbrs w2xe hired in p n p x t i o n  to m-white students? 

2007. (There are nay 462 non-white teachers.) 

&m many nanhite teachers are provisional t e a c k r s ?  

O u t  of a total of 600 provisional teachers, 140 are non-white. 

What is a p~0visiona.l teacher? 

Aprwis iona l  teacher is a teacher* is hired for one year only. At the 
end of that year, the School -t decides whether or not to rehire 
t h a t  teachr for - year. A p m m e n t  teacher, on the other hand, is 
autamtica l ly  rehired f m  year to year provided that h i s k  teaching is 
satisfactory. Provisional teachers a-e also paid less than w t  
tf2adwx. 

Yes. Judge Garcity has oniered the School Camit tee  to hire one Black 
teacher for every White teacher h . .  

Har m y   psi^ w i l l  be available next Fal l  for teachers? 

A total of 601 p i t i o m  will be available. 51 of thee wi l l  g0 to Spanish- 
speJWlrg bx&ers. Of the - 550 positions, 280 w i l l  be for perrra- 
nent teachers and 270 for provisional teachers. Foil* Judge Garrity's 
o m  to one rule, this neans that a tntal of 275 Black teachers will be 
hi red  t h i s  fall. 

Har Qes a Black teacher qualify for a teaching job in Boston next 
W? 

A. !lb be axsidered for a p m m e n t  position, a Black teacher nust have 
Massachusetts certification. To be w n s i M  as a provisional, a Black 
teacher must have a college dgee. 

Q. Where does sanxne apply for certificatim? 

A. A t  the Divisicn of Teackr Certificaticm and P h ~ e ~ ~ n t ,  Massachusetts 
Department of Fducation, Ilth floor, 182 h-aront Street ,  Boston. 

Q. WiLl Black teachers be recIuited for Bstm? 

A. Yes. J d g e  Garrity has ordered the School Camittee to hire three (3) 
full-thw Black Jxmlliters, with to hire Black teachers on the spot. 
&mwer, hiring decisicns can be vetoed by the School Cunnittee. 

Q. If a Black wants to apply to teach in Boston in -, u b n  should 
k/* m t a c t ?  

m. Richard Brown 
Coordinator, Minority W ~ t m e n t  
Boston FubLic Schmls 
1453 m?~hester A=. 
brck~ter ,  b&S. 02122 

or 
Mrs. Esther WilLMs 
NAPS' Pos i t iw  Program 
792 Trenont St ree t  
Boston, l43ss. 
261-1790 

Q. Are teachers segregated i n  the Boston Shol System? 

A. Yes. A k u t  three out of e w r y  four  lack teachers are teaching in   lack 
sctw3ls. 

Q. W i l l  teachers be desegregated in -? 

A. Y e s .  Judge ~ a r r i t y  has ordered t ha t  Black teachers be reassigned so t h a t  
~ a r e e q u a l n u n b e r s ~ h o u t t h e s c h m l s y s t e m .  ?heMartinLuther 
King Interm3iate Sclnol, however, w i l l  keep mst of its Black teackirag 
staff. 

Q. W wiU pay for tmnqmrtation? 

A. Ihe State  w i l l  reirrlxuse Boston for transportatian costs. This in- 
cludes the cost of hus mnitors. 

Q. t r i l l  federal nmey be available for desegregation? 

A. After Judge Garrity makes a final ruling, federal rrcaey should be avail- 
able for pay for &segregated item other than trmsprtation, such as 
h m  relaticms WJ&&JPS for teachzrs and stu3rsnt.s and a JXIDPCOII~IO~ 
center. 



1. AID (Assistance in  Desegregation) hotline (440-9704). AID is in operation 
daily frun 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to answ.r qwstions on desegregation 
plans and activities.  

2. General informatien on schools and educational services. (440-9704) 

3. Speakers Bureau - speakers are available to speak to ccrmhlnity groups 
on deesgrqation plans and other educational topics. Sp+rs use 
projectuals of the State Plan which show the new school a s t r i c t s  and 
d c h  give factual infornntien about the schools. 

4. Recruittwmt of mhmrity persons - for  School Department jobs related 
to desqreqation: bus -tors, transitional aides and t r a f f i c  . - 

supervisors. 

5. Mwxacy- a staff mrdxr is available to help p m n t s  deal with 
teachers, principals and school adninistrators to solve sckol-related 
plohlem. 

6. ial Education Wrksbps - weekly r;retings for parents with children 
-being held a t  h-eedcm Wuse with the 
assistance of the Greater Boston Regional Elwation Center. Referral 
forms wil l  be available for parents w b  wish to have their children 
evaluated for placement in  special school programs. 

- for  teachers, parents and students on racism, desegmqation 
r educational topics. 

8. Guidance Counseling - for South Bostnn and Foxbury High School students. 
Students wtrJ need assistance in  f i l l ing  out their class schedules 
should a t a c t  the Institute. 

9. M m t i o n a l  Counseling Senricerpalent Search - fo-ly a part of 
W e 1  Cities, has recently joined the Institute.  Talent Search 
counsels high school juniors and seniors wtrJ want to continue their 
education a f t e r  high school. Infomation on scholarships and financial 
aid is available a t  their resource center. (442-6602 ext. 346) 

10. Writing and Clerical Services - for  camunity child advccacy groups. 

11. Freedcm Ilouse Institute Radio Stw.i - horn the Black Perspective. 
Every S-y night fran 1 1 : O O  t o  11:30 p.m. on W R N  AEl-Fhl, Ellen 
Jackson ncderates a radio show dealing with educational issue as they 
re la te  to tk Black conanmity. Public s d c e  annou~lcements are aired 
on the show and d t y  participation is w e l a .  
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