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MOAKLEY ASSAILS REAGAN BUDGET PROPOSAL 

Congressman J o e  Moakley (D-Mass.) s a i d  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan's  
proposed budget  f o r  FY 1987 " is  u n a c c e p t a b l e  and shou ld  be soundly  
d e f e a t e d .  " 

"The p r e s i d e n t ' s  budget ,  a s  w i t h  h i s  l a s t  f i v e  budge t s ,  c a l l s  f o r  
enormous i n c r e a s e s  i n  m i l i t a r y  spending,  w h i l e  s l a s h i n g  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
domes t i c  programs, " Moakley s a i d .  

PThe i n c r e a s e  i n  d e f e n s e  from t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  t o  FY87 i s  over  $34 
b i l l ion--making t h e  t o t a l  m i l i t a r y  budget  f o r  FY87 w e l l  over  $300 
b i l l i o n .  A s  a  v e t e r a n  of WW 11, I know f i r s t h a n d  t h e  impor tance  of 
b a i n t a i n i n g  a s t r o n g  mi l i t a ry - - second  t o  none. However, t h e r e  is  room 
f o r  s a v i n g s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  budget .  There  a r e  s t i l l  r e p o r t s  of $800 
hammers and $4000 c o f f e e  makers be ing  purchased  by v a r i o u s  branches  of 
t h e  armed s e r v i c e s .  And w e  a r e  s t i l l  go ing  ahead w i t h  weapons t h a t  
w i l l  e i t h e r  be o b s e l e t e  by t h e  t i m e  t h e y  a r e  completed o r  t h a t  add 
v o t h i n g  t o  our  s e c u r i t y .  We shou ld  c u t  t h e  w a s t e  s o  t h a t  w e  can have 
9 tough b u t  l e a n  m i l i t a r y , "  t h e  Massachuse t t s  Congressman added. 

voakley  c o n t i n u e d ,  "The P r e s i d e n t ' s  budge t  p roposes  a  $1.3 b i l l i o n  
cu tback  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  a i d  program; a  $3.95 b i l l i o n  cu tback  i n  
Medicare; a  $579 m i l l i o n  c u t  i n  v e t e r a n s  h e a l t h  c a r e ;  a  $191 m i l l i o n  
c u t  i n  t h e  work i n c e n t i v e  program, which p r o v i d e s  fund ing  t o  t h e  
p a s s a c h u s e t t s  "ET" program which has  p u t  over  23,000 w e l f a r e  
r e c i p i e n t s  back i n  t h e  workforce .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  proposed budget  
Would c u t  medical  r e s e a r c h  by $350 m i l l i o n . "  

PThis is j u s t  a  smal l  overview of some of t h e  c u t b a c k s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
peagan budget  which would s e r i o u s l y  impa i r ,  and i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  
e l i m i n a t e ,  many v i t a l  domes t i c  programs. " 

W e  a l l  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  d e f i c i t  must be  reduced.  However, I 
canno t  s u p p o r t  a  budget  t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  throw b i l l i o n s  of a d d i t i o n a l  
d o l l a r s  a t  t h e  Pentagon, w i t h o u t  even t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  s a v i n g s  i n  t h e  
y a s t  m i l i t a r y  budget  and, a t  t h e  same time, a r b i t r a r i l y  d e s t r o y i n g  
qo many i m p o r t a n t  and v a l u a b l e  domes t i c  programs,"  Moakley concluded.  
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