
J.'u•l•a•: 1990 

Wn:;hington, D.C. 

Z, El •,: Wnrron Buckland. HaJor, Uclted Ststes Army, 

due her-by provide thc fullowlm/ V,o.e.. and volun•ary•ate•?nt to 

Special Agsnts .l•'n• and ])••, •ederal 

I am [•¢•rmanently assigned to the g.S. Millta• GrSup, 
E1 Salvador, wl,•e I work •n the area of Civil-Mili%a• 
Op•'ations. I•, that capacity, I am a•signe• as a National Staff 

Adv£sor to the •i Salvadoran Amned Forces. I have serve• • 

that capacity • [nce october of 1989. • ssrv8• • t•poraEy 

assig•ent In L Salvador during June •d •ly of 1989. 

I wa• assigned advisor cesponslbilitles to Colonel 

Carlos Arnmn•o •viles. who is the head of the C-S (Clvil-Milltary 
: Operations) fm the El salvadoran Armed Forces-, X developed an 

extremely clos,, professional and pnrsonal Eappor• wi• Colonel 

Aviles and hel.• him in the highest regards. 

On N•'vember ii, 1989, the S•ivadoran guerrilla movement 

began an of£en:'Ive Jn the city of San Salvador. O•k or about 

Norther 16, t(,f•9, •i.x Jesuit p)'Io:;ts were killed on the 

unlverslty of .•Itrnl. America CamD•.•B Colonel Aviles and 

mynelf spoke o, the:::• k klllngs w•lh a mutual feeling that they 
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Aviles said l•el], vide; I•,Id Rlwn: w,•vds to the effect: "r did 

it. What CaI: y, ,, du [o help me?" colonel Aviles did not tell me wh•t 
response. •" anv, ,,c what nctL•,•, if any, Colonel •Ivas made 

a• .: result of rj,;,t ,',)•ve•'satlo,•. 

nowev. ,. C,,J.o*•<,l Avlles •rther told me that at a later 
date, a Colonel Lopez y 5opez, who believe was a former 
co•nander o• $zu. vlsltod with Co],•nel Rlvas, Colonel 
told Colonel Lo] ¢•z y Lopez of his conversation with Colonel 

Beaav!des. Coi¢ •tel bopoz y Lopez t/fen told Colonel Aviles 6• 
this sequence el events, possibly because • later lesrned that 

ColoHel Aviles as one of the first co•ande•s of SIU •d 

possibly because, of thei]: very close professlosal association 

many years, hav•,,g graduata• in the same class from the Es•ela 
Milltar. 

Lopez went to'C• •,•nel Rives £s •.nq•]re about the status of the 

'investigation b: ',•use thuue w• a ;,,rception tha• •hs 

investigative p,.,cess had stagnated. According £o Colonel 

Armies, Colone%-•ivas teem that op•ortunity to "unload on Lo•z 
Lopez," or at le •:•t th0t was C•lonu] Aviles' psrce•tlos.. Colonel 

Aviles said thai •t w.•s clear that Colonel Rives was concerned an• m;.., have been unsure of how he should treat the" 
incri•inatlng •,:•,rmation obtained rein Colonel Benavi•es due to 

cultural, pol[t• .,I, :•,.• military ,:•*•sideratlons In El Salvador• 



L qUe:.l.J.Oil,.¢] colofle] Avi I,• ffs to the veraclty'off the 

information, i dlt:! i•l. ui•d•estan, ho•.; Colonel B•vldes coul• haw 
don• thJ• h•,nst•If--how he could h•v• shot the priests by 

h•mself. Colo•,.[ Avile• told me that the ki111ngs had bee• 

the act(s) the• e.•vc.•: hn•l been don• by members of "G•O •e 

Ope•ac•ones. E•p•ciel•s" (GOE)• •het•-'platoo••h 
e 
• 

Atl•c•tl•- is an indian name assigned to an •iate 
inf•try reacti,,n b•ttelion, known hy the Spanish acronym B•RI, 
comprised of 1,700 to 1,400 soldiers. The killings ware actually 
supe{visad by a lieutenant from that unit, whose n•e I was not 

provlde•. I wa•: not provided the identity of any other soldiers 

who allegedly p•rtlcJDate din this attack. • 
D•z, •'-•;m•:-•- n•seg•ee.•.da•,.•he topic was 



that Colonel 

referri.•g to 

involvement snd ins ,:l.u:LIJig In o•i hi.i. 

On ant.ther 

the investlgatD,•i, lle ['old mc £hal: several enlisted soldiers 
had been questi.,i•ed an,• that their stories were "£1ekyo" He 
subsequently to.ql me t•*ut a lieutenant from the Atlacatl h@@ been 
questioned and (•[ven at least two polygraph exam•natlons. 
Although t•e 

II, uhen,•nt •'blew it" during the ex•a•i6ns, he 
successfully atl •ibuted his lack of success to heavy smoking, 
recent battle e•'[•erlcnce, an4 illness. 

On or abo•t December 28, 198•, I had lunch with •lonel 
Aviles at which time the Jesuit killings were again ais•u=sea. 
while driving t•, lunch, Col•nel .Avl]es, out •f the bl•e, E•arked 
to the e/fe•t, "•o you rem•b•r th;•t case we w•re talking .about? 
Well, I saw him oyez- at the Escu•la Milltar. He lo•k• • as 

though he's los•g weight, llk• he'u not ea•ing, an• looks llke 
•somethlng,s on •.[s mind on hother).ng h•." I .said, "pEeo•cupado." 
(the .Spanish wo*d fur concsrned or worrled), a•d he.•ql• me, 

th• word.,, X took this conv•rsatlon ko.. Indi=at•. 
•e•, •vld..:• was the [);•;• y who Colonel Aviles was 

an•I l•hal l}(•,av•des kn,•w the SIt was aws•a of his 

Aviles who else 

occ:asion iu h}s office, I esked:Colonsl 

thi= information or was Involve• He t01d 
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me he did not k ,,w w•,,• i,.•d bee• i.,,l•l Or who was levolved. 

became clear tb,I <',•l•,•,,.1 Avz•<.:; dhl not know if the Chief 
St•ff, Co]o•I '•u,,.,.. k•*ow of •,•:: •n6o*:mnhlo•. Whe• • asked 

I don't know wI•, k*,•,ws. •hat iI• ;* hlgher-up ordsre• •hls •hlng?- 
i coe':•nue•; my close re'[al:ionshlp with colonel Aviles 

through Januar• 2, ]9.90. X spesh New Year's Eve a£ his house. 

However. b• Ja*• ]•:ry 2• 1990, it was apparent to me that the 

inves£1gatlon w ;s not: progress•sg aad that despite my feelihg 
that I would be betray;eg my trust and friendship with Colonel 
AriSes, I had • •:es[:ensibillty to 

Lieutenant colo,•el William Hunter, 

Info.rm my superlo•s of this 

•, 19go, Z verball F informed 

the U.S. Army Senior Advisor 
te the Natio•,al St•ff of the E1 Salvadoran Armed Forcss, who was 

my i•edlate su ,erlor. According to him, he thereafter informed 

Colonel Milton ;lenJivar. Commander. •.S. Military Group, El 

..Salvador. I wa': told Colonel Menj]var then spoke with the •i 

Salvadoran Chle•[ of .•tafZ, Colonel Ponce, regarding this 

Info•tlon. C.,lone! Fence denle•] knowledge of this Infection. 

At 7:,• p•.m. that night. I was calle• at home and 

ordered to repo. [ to Culonel Po•c,•':: office where a meetly@ was 

Colonel Ponce, ,,ieu•,•,z;,,•t Co].enoJ H,•ter, and JanIc• •imore 
(phonetic), a p<]it•:•l officer In the O.S. •bassy, 



wb.,-h t{*,:• •{,•nled. •',•{onel Aviles was 
spsci•Ically information. 

asked several t;•es If he had discusse• the Jesuit klll•,gs with 

me and if he ha¢• Eur,•IslIcd me with the information 

t•is state,at. Colunel Avlles sai4 that he ha• in fact 

discussed the k3 ll•ngs in general cunversation, but. he 

categorically d• hie4 furnishing say information %he Armed F•rces 

of El Salvador • •*d Cu[o•el Benavides were involve• • these 

I haw had no •urther contact or discussions with 

5 
Colqnel Aviles s lace this meeting. 

x ful• realize is hlnds[ght that some •eo•le may 

question why • •rnlshed this info•;matlo• to %he U.S• Gover•ent 

so many dams aft.•r i received it. [ can onl M say that I felt a 

"strong 
s•nse of-.•oyalty, not only t 9 my m•sslon in •i Salvador, 

but to my friend and •ssoclate Colo•iol Caries Aviles• 
I felt 

that •he invesb•.•ation wo•id take its own preper course and 

I and the U.S. m•litary would he abl,• to 

ou r relatlonship with Colonel Avil,•.•: nnd 

Forces. Y did i•.,l: pa::s tllis 

"to get" Colone3 Avll,,::. • dld •t,i 

•n fa•t, now que :|:ion whether 

suceessfull• m•Intaln 

the E1 Salvadoran Armed 

fo• any devious reasons 
heroic i•i doi• it. I, 

nut Colonel Aviles is due my 



lo•alty aed •-esl,.,ct. ;.Iso lh•V,; 'l• ave concern about the future 
of •i Salvador- i,.•w, :,qd ual.y hap.., ratiler than sincerely 
believe, that • h.3vc (JoHe the L'J.gIIL thing. 

• • 
• • hay,' l:evJcwud this 

and • othec page.': and find 

the best of my }:aowledge. 

:•tat•ment consisting o• this page 

Major Eric wasren Bucki•nd 
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Addendum 

Oh a day approximately i0 days proir to the killings (c... Nov. 

6, 1989) I rode with Col. Aviles to the Military School on the 

Southwest side of San Salvador, approx. 800 yards from the UCA 

(university of Central America). Col. Aviles stated the Chief of 

Staff Ponce, of the E1 Salvadoran Armed forces, sent him there to 

solve a problem with Col. Benav±dez. Aviles met with Col. Benavidez 

for approxiamtely 15 min. Aviles appeared very uncomfortable about 

talking to Benavidez. Upon returning to the vehicle Aviles called me 

back to the vehicle (I was stankding approx. 75 yards away watching 

the t ) and told me the he had to work something out, Col. 

Benavidez is from the old school, he liked to handle thins in his own 

way in the old style. Benavidez stated to Aviles that he wanted to 

do something about the priests things coming out of the UCA. 

Benavidez told Aviles that Ella Coria was a problem. Aviles told me 

they wanted to handle it the old way by killing some of the priests. 

I asked what happened when you (Aviles) talked to him. •ha•-he-•a3•ke•u•mf--•.•$•viles• 
told me that Benavidez was old 

school and was still the "rammer". 

And Aviles added that there was some talk about 

• •e death squads which were run out of the military 

at some time. 



I • remember and 

addendu• 

that I had knoweledge of the 

killings and was told that they were planned by Benavidez however at 

the tim it was told to me by Aviles I felt unconcerned that it would 

happen because other people were talking along those lines and I 

didn't feel that the E1 Salvadoran Armed forces would do something 

about it. Also because Chief of Staff Ponce assigned a senior Col. 

(Aviles) to address the problem I felt 

to this talk it would not happen. 

that if there was any validity 



I didn't think they would do something that foolish. 



-- 
ON JANUARY J.4, IIUCg•AHD CALLI.;D Tile FBI A•ID SAID THAT HE WAS 

"UNCOMFORTASLF•" I•[TH llIS STATEHENT OS JANUARY 11. HE SAID THAT 
H•S MEMOR• lIAl. I•P• TRIGGERED AFTER SEEIHG A PHOTO OF COL. 
HENEVIDES 

t 
A•I• li• I•ECIDED THAT lie ||AD NEVER SEEN THAT "INDIVIDUAL 

ON THE STEPS OF THE ESCUELA MILITAR. 

ON THE 0UE.•;TION OF ADVANCE K•IOWLEDGE, IIUCKLAND INDICATED 
THAT HE FELT U•IDER PRESSURE FROH llIS FHI •I•ESTIONEHS THAT HE 
MUST HAVE •OW•I SOMETHING AI•OtlT THE 

--SUCKLAHD DF•ED THAT HE HAD •,IEO TO THE FSI, AND NOTE THAT 
WE FELT PRESSUI•E• ll• TIIE INTERVIEWER• -AT THE TIME HE HAD MADE 
THOSE STATEMEI•TS, 8UCKLAND SA•D, lie WAS IN A POOR MENTAL STATE. 

BUCKL•ND W•S AWARE OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THESE STATEMENTS 
AND THE INFOPJ•ATIO•I lie }lAD EARLIEll PROVIDED, AND S•AD THAT HE 
WAN EAGER TO YESOLVZ THIS CONFLICT° 

FOLLOWING 'I'IIIS TELEPIIONE COHVERSATION, THE FBI 
INTERVIEWED BI,CKLAI•D, RESULTING ]•ll THE JANUARY 18 STATEMENT. 





the UCA ;,'el.'e Uoln'•l i;{., I,., ki)l,),.i, :.•)oCil'l,:;l| ]y BI'.T,A '•".)I!IlA, tllrO',l•ll 

JOHN JO•EPl.r 



and will 



"l'.lt I•ragg, Nort:h Carollna 

I:tll•ap/ 18, 1990 

"[, •rl¢ IV..re• i•ucklaild, Ha.i.r, lhzlted Sl:aces Army, •b 7 provide 

a• •omas •, •Ily •bo,. [ k•o• LO be •peclal •en•s oE ¢• FBI, 
"S•¢ial •'ce•¢ Hale l•s explained •o • t•t I am •t• Intervie•ed 

u•n chts •casio. ,cgard•ng a•ty • all h•oma•ion •o• to • •arding the 
killl•s o• ¢1• six .;esui• priests, circle housekee•r a• •r da•hter on 

NoVe• 16, 1989, .,• San Salvador. El Salvador. s•iEically aW • all 

"I prevlou.:t• provided a Slg•d, 
s•on• sealant tO FBI •ents at 

FBI 

"•gardlng statc.•;tts a• ¢•nts mad• by • •o •I •r•n•t at 

re•ng •ny pr•pu, ,.,• chr,•t to or •tLnC• ,:• the University o•:•nt•l 
•rlc• includln• •,.•. oC •I• Jesuit priest:• prior to t• Inci•n• on 

made to FBI •ents *•;t •ce• •o t•c eC•ect. 

"Regardin• 
,.), several c•li•s •bollC t[• •iltlngs o• •Jesuits 'on 

Nov•r •6, [989, 
..' st•ce,.•nt ,•de •o the. FB[ on. Jal•W 10, 1990, eas 



•)OSitiVe 
h•el•or• or huve C[r.i bel|e['• thJL Lhe¥ are all correct. 

prior •owledge o• •h,: ki•th•gs are •ot corcect. •ri• t• course o• •he 

interview wlth.Mr, ra•l o•lly on January ]I-12. log0, I •cl• c•lled only to 

give t• tmt•. I •,.• coavhtced begi•ming on Janua• II• •0• a• c•ple•elF 
on Ja• IZ• lggO, that I had l•d prior kl•owL•e oE S• sort o• activity 

k•wl•ge •d •en s•ppresscd by m. • thu in•ervl• coating, I •gan to 

doub• •lf a• •e th•*•s tha• ] •t• t•, be •e. ] broke do• a• cr•ed 

mxd sob•d on several occasions, • for most of • tntervl• f*l• c•ple•ely 
•lple$s a• gon•usel. 'l'h• state•nts I made a• •e•. •al 

ti•e and I •S coavi•ced I lind uo• thought og them •rlier •ca•e I 

supp•ss• t•m. Op,a r.ftecttoa of those state.hiS, I • the they are 

"Regarding ,1• ac,'•)tmt of my first visit to t• miltta• sc•ol with 

a p•bl• (not £urth,-r ido•tLlfied} •ith (;)lo.•l •navides, t• •Mant of 
th• mIUta• sc•ol. Upo. arriva$ at •[•¢ •chool, •[onel Aviles ask• 

wo•lld miM wa[tinR outside •ur hgm. [ Utought nothing s•clal o.• tMt and 
said •Ye• Sir'. •F..el AvHos entered a b.ildlng on the 

gr•nds and [ s•nt the nest fi•t•n m[:t•Ues or so loogl• at t• 

StOol •ol and •ra¢•. 

4 5: 

when Coloacl Aviles entered the building or 
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le•t It, I did norl, c e •.,L:al oF. •o,Jz" 
o•" fiw• o•icers, •o h•l•Je •lonel 

pl•tog•ph oE So,neon,,, idc.•i[led as •lvneI Be•mvldcs on tet•vlsion • it •as 

no• • sa• oE•ice• I re•o•ber on •he steps. I also do no• s•i•ically 
tc•t t• Llea• nan• •lonel •n was p•sent. 

"•proxi•a•,.1? •t•l minutes after •loael Avlles ente•d the 

bulldln• at tl• m{l•:•r? •c•ol, he lef• tl•e building a• •gan •ikin• beck 

I •s standing, •.n • boCJl •o• •to the vehicle, • ask• h[• •S to t• 

effect of whoa was •., g •,• and [ do nuc ro,•em•r his replT or s•i•icalI? 

w•t • calked abou[. I do uo• recall any st•ci•[c discuss•on about •lonel 

•navtdes pla•ln• •,• do :•t•ythlng or an? discussion bF anyone, in¢!•i • 
Colonel Avl|s.• on a• i)ropose.d Qr 

o• •nt•i •a•rica 
ov an)" •rsons 

possiblo :¢¢tack or threat to t;he University 



4 

going to see. Nhi],• 
a ,:, 

[ .•et Cob)tie] ^riles cousin, a language teaclmr 

he told me about th, •.• q•:t[•Ly o• ch• br,•ad baked at the School •l•n 

building a• Iz spo• •lostalglcally of h[,• days as a cadet [n c• buildh•g. 
I do recall speciF#,:nlly • old wo•oa d•sk ho show• • tlm¢ •d hls 

sig•ture as w•ll •s (blo.•et Ibnce•s slg•mture [n •he middle d•. A• tha¢ 

time, I •gan to wo•,der ho•# I might • •blc•o get elm desk • t• milltaW 
school and • It t,.Finishod and give i• to Colon•l Aviles as a p•sent. 

"During tlm• t•, I also visited the s•ll range t•'is w[•idn t• 
military sc•l complex. • do no• •calt durt• •t t•r any s•¢i•lc 
discussions a•t th,. Un•v,•rs•ty oE •nL•l .•rtca, c• Jesuits or Fat•r 
•11acurta. • •[rs, visit •o t• military sch•l p•bably occurred in late 

•¢o•r and the t•r r,E •h• military school, iE not co•ucted daring t• sa•e 

.. 
"•rin= tim •trst: •o •ks oE •vo,dmr, • do not r•B•r t• 

Orleans. I •li•ve I•c rctuY•od on tt• .ight o• November 14• t989. or Nov•r 15, L989, a.d I s•w ht,a t• Eirs• time u•n his retu• the morni.g o• 

'military operatio, o ,t, luctc,I at t• University o• •ntral •rica. •ever, 
during Novem•r 16, 1989, ag tho day progressed, or begl•tng early on 

O•e kiLli•s at •he I•a•versiLy of •utral •rtca. 

". "Between Ho•.,.:.d)ez- 15 and Novelnber 20. 1989. my' roc•smate, Captain 



two o• Iris soldiers. •L is the onlt time I rem•r •tonel Avtles visiting 
:'. us late at n•gh• in tt• •:•gi•o. •so, when • did visit us• t• •ss a 

•airly inte• fire• ig z• •a•r• close ¢o •l=e 
•i¢o, 

which • no• •allze was 

o¢curr•n• in the vb h•[c•, o• •1=o •nivorsitF o• •n=•t h•rica. I onty 

s•netime •een Ur. killi•s oE the Jesuits •nd •en •lonel Avtles 

me abou¢ whac he knct• abo,•t •I• kitling:; on or about •cember Z0, 1989, he did 
men,on tlmt l• •d visited t• scene oF tl•c crime •nd 

"Within th,. ic'• wcck o• l•ccml•,r t989, I visited Washington, D. 

wltlch •5 Co • oxhild•e,] it tl• UN alld •A•;. I•1"[11• tho that three 

k•towledge o• the .]e...•it. ki •li•tg:• or about •ho was responslbte other tl•n the 



1989. Atso on the ,1; W I was h=•or•md b), Colonel AvLIes ab•t t• kill•Es or 

a day or t•o la•er, J Celephon•cal[y 
<' 'Atlanta, •rgia, abou• •he [n•o•t[oa C•tonc• AvLles •d told • I to• 

l•r [ would se• mo,e $•ci•ic in•oma•ioa via a letter. • 8ave •r thLs 
ln•o•¢lon for •wo rnasons: one, If [ was killed •use o• i•. Z •t• the 
tmch •o•; and two. I jus¢ had to 

s• •d •t say auyLhin•. 
"•v. *Dn •¢•.r 2•, t989, I did irt £act •rl•e e •etter to • sister •ith 

;,.;•..t• =•tE[cs and •.,• •f•a• t•ccer o. I•ccm•r 27, •989. 

"In s•r•. • hmI .o s•ct•ic pr i.•. k•w1•go a• =•'•e• oE 
t• Jesuit priests ov any s•ciE•c plan• or threats agains¢ =hem, 

"[ •ve reviewed this s•a•ement consisting oE this page and 
ot•r pages a• •i•1 th• to • accurate aud t•e to the •st o• • •o•l•ge. 

•" :i.!•Eoro 
•e at Fort St ,.qg, Not:t • Carolina, 

,. 


