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January XS 1990

Washington, D.C.

L. Eric Warren Buckland, Major, United States Army,

due hereby provide the followiuy 1ree and voluntary s atement to

Special Aggnts rg:fjé‘fr{%%:nd !{&M%%g Fedoeral
Buresu of inve:t{édtlon. | 6
I am permanently assigned to the U.S. Military Group, -
El Salvador, wh=re J work in the area of Civil-Military
Operations. Iv thal capacity, I am assigned as a National Staff
Advisor to the %1 Salvadoran Armed Forces. I have served in
that capacity :ince october of 1969. X secved a temporary
assignmeat in 1 i Salvador during June and July of 1989,
I wa: assigned advisor responsibilities toIColonel
Carlos Armando Aviles, who i3 the head of the C-§ (Civil-Military
: Operations) fo: the Pl Salvadoran Armed Forces. I developed an
extremely closs professional aﬁd personal rapport with Colonel
'Ag}les and hels him in the highesl regards. o : -
B On Nevember 11, 1889, the Salvadoran guerrilla movement
bggan an offen:-ive in the clty of San Salvador. On or about
November 16, 189, six Jesult prlests were killed on the

* B
University of «entral America campus. J Both Colone) Aviles and -
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g;a:]L,. myself spoke o! thena killings wilh a autual feeling that they

. were genseless ad houlal, Bolh o us were wall awéra of the
B
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serious politic:l jmplications Lhoge killings would have on
Bl salvador if lio mjJ itlary amd/ur "tjovernmcnt were involved. we
also had discus .ions regarding Lhe status of the investigation
into these kill iugs. '
On or about Dece@ber 20, 1989, T was visiting with

Colonel Aviles in hix office when the Lopic of the killing§ once
again was brought: up. 'rhis discuusion, I balieve, tockh?lace on
December 26, 1919 however, it may have occurred ﬁp tola week
prior to that d.ule. DuLing that discussion, Colonel Aviles told
me he was about 1o relay information to me ndt as an
El S&lvadoran m-litary officer to an fwnerican military officer
but from "Carle: to Mric." flle said thig information, to use an
American expres: ion, is "Break it Cuse of Emergency.” 1In the
ensuing discuss:on, e indicated Lo me that the information he
was about to provide had serious consequences'and, in respense to
my questions, told me that it should only be divulged in extreme
Ccircumstances. Ln the event the Jesuit investigation did not
unfold properly or if he {Aviles) should be killed, then it was
'his desice that this information be made available to the ..
agbropriate authoritles. - '

| Colons L Avilu# told me that Colonel Guillerms Benavides
Moreno had visiicd Linsutenant Colonel Rivas, who is the current
commander of the special Investigaltive Unit {(SIU) charged with

the responsibility or lnvestigéting the Jesuit murders. Colonel
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Aviles.said Ben. vides told Rivas words to the effect: 97 did
it. what cau yvu do (e help me?* colone) Aviles did not tell me
whét responsn, -r any, or what action, if any, Colonel Rivas made
ay a resull of fhat conversation. .Ofwkj’lﬂ/ﬂfz’ﬂwﬁv@

liowav: + . Celonel Aviles Jurbher told me that at a later
date, a Colonel Lopez y Lopez, who | helieve was a former
commander of SIU, visited with Colonel Rivas, Colonel Rivas
told Colonel Ldjez f'Lopez-of his conversation with Colone;
Benavides. Colinel popez y Lopez then told Colonel Aviles of
this sequence o! events, possibly because I later learned that
Colonel Aviles :as one of the first commanders of SIU and
possibly becausc of Lheir very close professional agsociation of -
many years, having graduatad in the same class from the Escuela
HMilitar. . . _

Colonc I Avilen Lold me he helievad Colonel Lopez y
Lopez went to' Crlune) Rivas to inquire about the status of the
‘'investigation br wusc Lhicre was a perception thal tie
investigative pricess had stagnated. According to Colonel
'Av{}es, Colenel -iivas took that opportunity to “unload on Loptz vy
Lébez,“ or at least that was Colonel Aviles! perception. . Colonel
Aviles said thal it was clear that Colonel Rivas was very
-cohcezned and mi-; have been unsure of how he should treat the
incriminating fviormalion eobtained 1rom Colonel Banavides due to

cultural, polit: .1, and military copsiderations in El Salvador.
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I que:liomn-d Colenel Aviles as to the veracity of the
information. 1 did nol understand how Colonel Benavides could
havé done this himsetf--how he could have shot the priests hy
himgelf. cColon:-l Aviles told me that the killlngs had bee-n
carried out under the direction of Colonel Benavides, however

Atlatca] BV

the act(s) them: nlveir had been done by members of §=3 *Grupo de
Operaciones Espcrciales" (GOE}, .4h&b—eee-platoon*bolnsgs-bﬁﬁEhe t}JG
Atlacatl,cy#aéh is an indian name assigned to an immediate
infantry reacticn battalion, known Ly the Spanish acronym BIRI, -
comprised of 1,700 to 1,400 soldiers. The killings ware actually
supcfvised by a lieulenant from that unit, whose nama I was not !
provided. I was not provided the identity of any othar soldiers ?
who allegedly porticipated in this attack. o {

D&Eﬁﬂp;that:nnd::ubsequent-days,f{hg topic-was
discussed furthix. 1 asked Colonel Aviles wha else knew., I e

asked him if th' k)l calvadoran Arwel Forces Cchiof of Staff, fﬂ,cf

{Colonel Emilio tonce, knew, apnd he old me he did not know}f He

did not feel it «as his place to Loll Colonal Ponce, hﬁt assumed
that Colonel Ritas or (Colonel Lopez y Lopez would have infornmmed

Colonel Ponce. We both agreéd over and over again that the

_killings were siupid, senseless, and the ramifications

‘ disastrous. T rsked Colonel Aviles, “Why don't they arrest

Benavides right now?" lic told me Lhat under El Salvadoran law

the investigaticn must be fully completed before arrests are
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wade. I felt < mCldonl with hiy an: iWers because of the trust T
had in him and )t unlica would lee served, .

As the- day: puogretsaol, we diseussed iha k.‘l..].llng:; and
the investigatiron. 1ie told me Lhatb: several enlisted séldiers

had been questirned uad that thejr stories were "flaky." He
subsequently told me that a lieutenant from the Atlacatl had heen
questioned and «iven at least two polygraph examinations.
Although the lirutenang-hblew it" during the examinaticns, he
successfully atiributed his lack of success to heavy smoking,
racent battle erpericnce, and illness.

On or about December 28, 1989, I had lunch with Colonel
Aviles at which time Lhe Jesuit killings were again d#scusseé.
While driving t¢ lunch, Colonel ‘Aviles, out of the blue, remarked
to the effect, "no you remembor thai case we were talking about?
Well, I saw him wver at the Escuela Militar. He looked as
though he's losing weight, like he's not eating, and lbokh like

-something's on l'is mind or bothering him.* ¥ -sald, "preoccupador

(the Spanish word for concerned or worrled), and he. told me,
"¥ag, that's the word." I took this conversation tnsindicatcu.

that Colonel Repvides was the parly who Colonel Aviles was

refarcing to and lhat Benavides knew the SIU was aware of his

'involVement and /a3 clusing in on him,

0n anulLher occasion in hin office, I askad;COlonal
Avilex who else knew Lhis information or was mvolvad.E He told

PR
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me he did not quw who had been Lold or who was Llnvolved. 1t
became clear tl v Ceoloiel, Avi]tﬁ-ﬂid nobt know if the Chief of
staff, colonel e, knew of Lhin information. When I asked
him, "boes Colrwie:l Prqicn know yel?"  lle told me, "I don't.know.

I don't know wh, kunws. What if o higher-up vrdered thism thing2"
I continued my close rclalionship with Colonel Aviles
through January 2, 1950, I spent. New Year's Eve at his housg.
However, by Jamizry 2, 1990, it was apparent to me that the |
investigation wis not progressing and that despite my feeling
that I would be betraying my trust and friendship with Colonel
Aviles, I had » responsibility to inform my superiors of this
infoarmation. O "oasday, January 2..1880, I verbally informed
Lisutenant Colouel wllliam Hunter, Lhe U.S. Army Senior Advisor
to the National Staff of the EL Salvadoran Armed Forces, who was
my immediate suoerior, Accordihg Lo him, he ;heroaftar informed

Colonel Milton ifenjivar, Commander, U.S. Military Group, El

; 8alvador. I wa: told Colonel Menjjvar then spoke with the £}

Salvadoran Chiei of staff, Colonel Ponce, regarding this

“information. Corlonel Ponce denied knowledge of this information.

—

At 7:00 p.m. that night, I was called at home and

ordersd to repo.i to Colonel Ponc:': office where a meeting was

held. Attendin[ the neeting worn myself, Colonal Aviles,

Colonel Ponce, ',ieulonint Colone) flunter, and Janice Elmore

(phonetic), a p:litical officer in Lhe U.s. Emba35y,b
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San Salvador. ‘!wiring thiz meeting, lLhe El Salvadoran military
officers were aain asked if Lhey had knowledge of this
information, wh:ch they denied.  olonel Aviles was speciéically
asked several Limes i1f he had discussed the Jesuit killings with

me and 1f he had furnished me wilh the information relatedhin

‘this statement. Colune) Aviles said that he had in fact

discussed the killings 1n-§éncral conversation, but. he’
catagorically drajed furnishing on} information the Armed Forces
of Bl Salvador :nd Culohel Benavides were involved in these
homié¢ides.
I have had no further contact or discussions with

Colonel Aviles since this meeting. ‘

- I fully realize in hiquLght that some peoﬁle may
question why I f.arnished this information to the U.S. Government

so many days aft:r I received it. 7T can only say that I felt a

“strong sense of- loyslty, not only to my mission in El Salvader,

but to my friend and assocliate Colonel Carlos Aviles; I felt

'tngt the investi-jution would take its own proper course and that

I and the U.S. military would be abily to successfully maintain

l our relationship with Colonel Aviles and the El Salvadoran Armed

Forces. T did nult pans thle informalton for any devious reasbgs
"to get" Colonel Aviles. Y did nol feel hevdle in doilig it. I,

in fact, now que:tion whether or nol Colonel Aviles is duas my
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loyalty and respect, 1 4180 huve iave concern abouk tha futurc

of Bl Salvadov row, il | only hope, rather than sincerely
believe, that I have done the right Llhing. -’hﬁfﬁféﬂin Ve
@™ T have reviewed this stabemont consisting of Ehis page
cdlen - '
and other pages and fiad them to be accurate and true to
the best of my knowlecdge. o
_g.a:_ﬂ.m
Major Eric Warren Buckland
v ‘ "
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Bucklond Statement  Tenl2, 1790 £ 00

2 Addendum

On a day approximately 10 days proir to the killings (c... Nov.
6, 1989) I rode with Col. Aviles to the Military School on thé
Southwest side of San Salvador, approx. 800 yards from the UCA
(University of Central America). Col. Aviles stated the Chief of
staff Ponce, of the El Salvadoran Armed forces, sent him there to
solve a problem with Col. Benavidez. Aviles met with Col. Benavidesz
for approxiamtely 15 min. Aviles appeared very uncomfortable about
-talking to Benavidez. Upon returning to the vehicle Aviles called me
back to the vehicle (I was stankding approx. 75 yards away watching
the t....) and told me the he had to work something out, Col.
Benavidez is from the old school, he liked to handle thins in his own
way in the old style. Benavidez stated to Aviles that he wanted to
do something about the priests .... things coming out of the UCA.
Benavidez told Aviles that Ella Coria was a problem. Aviles told me
they wanted to handle it the old way by killing some of the priests.
I asked what happened when you (Aviles) talked to him. E};gﬁlﬁrﬁﬁfhf“
that-ha_talked_him—out—ef—iéguﬂgviles told me that Benavidez was old
school and was still the Yrammer™.
And Aviles added that there was some talk about
e death squads which were run out of the military

EWG
at some time.



addendum E W B

"also

I me remember and I’ﬁ now

FEmenow e aware that I had knoweledge of the
killings and was told that they were planned by Benavidez however at
the tim it was told to me by Aviles I felt unconcerned that it would
happen because other people were talking along those lines and I
didn’t feel that the El Salvadoran Armed forces would do something
'about it. Also because Chief of Staff Ponce assigned a senior Col.
(Aviles) to address the problem I felt that if there was any validity

to this talk it would not happen.
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T didn’t think they would do something that foolish.
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-= ON JANUARY 14, HRUCKLAND CALLED THE FBI AND SAID THAT HE WAS
"UNCOMFORTABLE™ WI¥H IS STATEMENT OF JANUARY 11. HE SAID THAT
HIS MEMORY HAL: BEZRN TRIGGERED AFTER SEEING A PHOTO OF COL.

BENEVIDES, ANP 1if UECIDED THAT NE HAD NEVER SEEN THAT INDIVIDUAL

ON THE STEPS OF THE ESCUELA MILITAR.

-= ON THE QUESTION OF ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE, BUCKLAND INDICATED
THAT HE FELT UNDER PRESSURE FROM HIS FBI QUESTIONERS THAT HE
MUST HAVE KNOWN SOMETHING ABOUT THE PLAN.

~~ BUCKLAND DFNTED 'THAT HE HAD T,IED TO THE FBI, AND NOTE THAT
HE FELT PRESSURED HBY THE INTERVIEWER. -AT THE TIME HE HAD MADE
THOSE STATEMENTS, BUCKLAND SAID, HE WAS IN A POOR MENTAL STATE,

-~ BUCKLAND WAS AWARE OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THESE STATEMENTS
AND THE INFORMA'TION HE HAD EARLIER PROVIDED, AND SIAD THAT HE

WAS EAGER TO I'ESOLVE THIS CONFLICT.

== FPOLLOWING "IIIS TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, THE FBI RE-
INTERVIEWED BUCKLAND, RESULTING TN 'THE JANUARY 18 STATEMENT,

END SUMMARY
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dy FOLYGRAFILE RLEoY
TATE OF HEFORT © o " PRATE o Rasaton oot | Thivdgan PR RONER L EE R
1/24/90 . EZLE, a0 Ll /00 1o 61206 _
FIBID OFFIGE DR ATRNGY QU F iAo R e e o
FBlig e e e e e e e ot s . ot s et s
AUTHORIZING QFFICIAL ” ' ' DATH AWTIONGER
ADIC, Criminad Division . .. . __ ' . 1/19/90 _
EXAMINEE NAME  (LAST, FINST, MIDDLE) g
BUCKLAND, BRIG Wagwwew . ———

UNSUQS .
CASE TITLE  SHOQOPING OF £1% JESUIT i ESTS
P& IN SAN SALVALUw, L) SALVADOR:

o

Ca FPS ~ MURDER

"

A N
“?Fﬁuﬂacua 00:  FOINQ
Polygraph Exam = Janwary 5, 1980, EL Salvador -
2lygea .

i

cAse -n_::r,lormsmthmcn CONCLUSE i)
© .
oY Captioned subijnt, ERIC WARREN DUCKLAND, is a U.S. Army Major
{Specinl Forces/Paycholoical Operations) who wag permanontly
agslgned in El Salvador 4 o wilivary advisor ko the 1 Salvadoran Army
from, Qctober, 1989, through Januacy, 1994, .

SR

S During subjec! 's poriod of assigument, specilically on

dovember 16, 1989, six s wuit pricsts wore murdered at the Univergity

2f Central Aumarica (UCA). Hadur BUCKLAND advised that in approximately
aid=Dacember, 1089, Colonnl carlos Armaicdo Avi las, who is the hend of

==5 (Civil-Military Operations), stated Lhat he knew who wag responsi-

ale for the killinys of 1hie Joasuitn, tHajor BUCKLANHD statad that he *
sdthheld this {nformation aml did net advise 1.8, wllitary officials
until “January 2, tegp whet e verbally informed Lt, Coloned William lunter,
ils fnmediate sgparviadt . Prjor Lo this; hewvever, Major BWUCKLAND 4id
send’ a; letter to his sistor, who 1s a roporter Lor CUN news,- on

Jecember 25, 19499 and adviged her of hin knowladge surrounding tha

Jeault murders. A
R P e
oW Ma jor BOCKLANU onived apy further knowlaedge of the killings

luring: debriafings {n Jaauary, I9yd. Ue Saa aflorded o Prelygraph
xaminatfon at FBrng on dansavy U, 1990 (o verily his statments.
Juring this examination ' he Tollowing rolovant questions wvere'.agked:

. ‘:; 4 ) l\ O
* WSERIES I P
W _ e
G A DI you send o et ter Lo yrre shintar Lelling her about the

.-, KRillings? snewr:  Yas.

--.\.----ao'it'-n Pk oo ‘J}f't . “ . " ' TmEeom e ‘: e e
UNAMIPHYY MR ‘
i v SHA Paul i Cully

e by 'sg‘u. e -.
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" continuation of FU-498:
b

.,.‘ . llave you delidaeead ] Y lH nvnh-(l us with falso ,[nf(" l"ﬂl'iOl"l
lt."qcn.ﬂlll 1 Lhe denull Rillings Alswer: No.
Co Dtk Caolun ] Avilon provide as will information ahout
Lhie Jesu. i I"! Hinga? Answe: Yes. .

Lt Is the opinion of Lhe exawminer that questions A and C
Jid not indicatn devopr iva aid question itostid indicate deception. A
second series wos administerod as [ollows:

Y SHRIES 11 | g g

D. Did you mnke np Lhe gtory abuul sending a letter to your
sister? Angwitr: No. _

. Are you wakipg ap the fact {hat Colonal Aviles told you
about che Jesuit klllAHQF? Auswor: HNo.

R

F. Did you rake np the information you providad about the
Jesult Killings?  Answer: UHo. _

- It is the opinion of Lhe examinor thaL questions D and B

did not indiecate decep!ion and that question & did iudicnta dacaption.

A third series was administeratl as follows: e

vy
bl

f ddserigs 111 . TR
! '*’2 R
G. Did you doliberately provsdo us with talsa lnformat{on
regarding Lhie Jesuit killinys? Answer: No..,_

It is the opiniun of the examiuser that there were .Indications
2f deception to questicn (. hur!ug A Fourth aeriea. the Eollowing
- xelavant guastions were askol: :

 SERIES_1V g
L h -ty

4. Did you lave prior knuwluv yo that the Jesuit Ut?l.lld ba
T killed? r\l'iﬂwv'. - No. . :

1- 1. Did you jurtivipate o Lhe killing of the JeaulLS?

. . Anguer: s, %
Rk 1t is the examine) ‘= opinlon {le Lhere wara thdieatlonas of

-deception to question ) ana Lhal cesults ul questlon 1 were inconclusive.
£ During post Last discussion on Iluuary 11 and 12, 1990, Major
UCRLAND admibtod that he oltaioed priov knowledqge that the priests In
the UCA wera going to fe kilind, spociCleally ELLA CORTA, through
convarsatioits with Colened Aviles . Aceormding to 8ajor BUCKLANY,
~olonel Aviles told him of 'he intenl, of cortain officers of thn
€l Balvacdoran Army tuo ceandact g military operation against the Univarsity

FE -2 - g
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of Central Americi. Mo jor BUURLAND Dbeohws aware of this information
soveral weeks bLofora Ui Lequils wove wdered.  le was alao advisod
on the a[Lernouu ul Noh-mbo 16 that Lhe uperdlion would take placae.

-' M jor HUCVLAHU deunied haing fovelved in these murders in any .
way. lin stabed that the reason it took him so long to coma [orvard

wits beeause ot his aflcelion ami loyally to the poople ol Bl Salvador,
fie statnd that he did ot advise U.b. wilitacy officials of his knowledye

prior to the mugders bivocause L felt the U.S. woulkd mishandle the
situation, o

. M oadditional polygraph examination was conducted on 1/12/90
durlng which the folloving irolnvant qunuijun were asked:

' Ne 1u what g tell mg aboul, yeur talks witth Celonal Avilesn

; the trutie Anaswer: Yan,
& B. Did you Jdiscuss Lhe operation at the UCA with
Colonel :wilus prior to Novewber 16, 19897 Answer: Yes.
T ﬁ;‘ ¢, 1o the best of your knowledye .did you tell the truth i
AL about th: Jesuits? Answer: Yes. |
EA i
i 1t i the op:uion ol the examlner that Lhe results of this j
examination were ingounc:lusive. . '
. 37‘ " Mnjor BUCKLALL 1 ovided spectrnc inrormation regarding his T
knowledga of the Josui) '~i‘inqs during a lenythy interview on 1/12/9¢ :
which was recorded un sizddeo Lape. 'This video tape has heen entered {
into evidence at FBUI t!uuilﬁd93 POL X0) and will be mnintained at the !
Pol&}raph Unit, UDIHNQ, GREB, Suite 2. !
.-.,. ke - .
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“Ii L Bragg, North Carolina
Fimiary 18, 1990

Lvg
_ "1, Eric Wirren Buckland, Majur, Yuited States Army, hereby provide

the following free 11} voluntary statement to Special Agents Martin V, Hale
and Thomas B. McNaliy whom I kiow to be Special Agents of the FBI,

"Special Ment tlale has explained to me that T am being i:}terviewed
upon this occasion rcgarding any and all iul:”ormat.ioh known to me regarding the
killings of the six Jesuit priests, their housckeeper and her daughter on
November 16, 1989, -+t San Satvador, E1 Salvador, _specifically any and all
lnfomatlon known t me prior to November 16, 1989. ‘

"I previou:ly provided a stgned, sworn statement to FBI Agents at FBI.
Headquarters, Washingcon, 9. C. on January 10-11 1990, I am currently on a
temporary duty assisnment basis at Fort Brayg, North Carounn._. -t

"Regarding statewents and comments mada by ae to FBI personnel at
Hashingtun D. C., during January 10 =12, 1990, I wish to state and explain the

.

- ‘

Eollowing- b
. "[ do not 1call anl am not aware of any specific infomatlon
| regarding any prupo -wl threat to or atrack iy the Universny of’ Centml -
| Americl, including »ny of the Jesuit priests prior to the lncidunt on
.-Namm 16, 1989. | o

. made to FBI Agents 1.st week to that ellect.

SY- S AL TR

"I wish to specilically retract i{nformation or comments or statements

[
i
,l

“Regarding wy several comments about the Killings of the Jesults on

November 16 1989, mv statement made to the FBI on Jaunuary 10, 1990, was evd
N,

T )
Mova o
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positive memory or ! huve Cirm beliels that Lhey are all carrect. Al:l
statements regardin: nvents beglnfiing on o ahout Decumber 20, 1989, when

. Gre VY
Colonel Aviles told ume th- knowledge tie had about the Jesuit killings i
correct,

"The statemsats ! made on Jawsary 11-12, 1990, specifically regarding
prior knowledge of 1w killings are not correct. During the course of the
interview ui:h Mr. Faul Qilty on Jamuary 11-12, 1990 I felt compelled only to
give the truth, [ vy convineed beginning on January i1, 1990, and completely
on January 12, 1990, that 1 had had prior knowledge of some sort of activity
directed against the Josuits, I was also convinced by Mr. Cully that this
knowledge had been suppressed by me. As the interview continued, I began to
doubt myself and the things that T kiew ta he true, I broke down and_;ried

and sobbed on severs] occasions, and for must of the interview felt completely

~ helpless and confusel, ‘Iin statements I made all seemed real to me at the

' not trua.

time and I was coavinced I had not thought of them earlier because I had
suppressed them. Up.n reflection of those statements, I kinow tha\‘. they are
"Regarding 'lx account ol‘ my first visit to the milttary schaol with

Colonel Carlos A, Avilo as, on al least one uccasion we did visit the military

scfiool and Colonel Aciles told me he had boen sent by Colonel Pance to smaoth

" a problem {(not Burth-r identified) with Colouel Benavides, the Comand:ant of

~the military school. Upon arrival at the school, Colonel Aviles.asked me if 1|

would mind walting oriside for him, I thought nothing special of that and

said 'Yes Sir'. Colinel Aviles entered a building on the mihtary schaol

,' grounds and I spent the next fifteen minutes or so laoklng at the military

~ schao} pool and tract. Either wien Colone! Aviles entered the huilding or

S RO

4

e
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lzﬁ;eft i, I did notire a wutal of four aor five officers, to include Colonel !
Aviles, on the step: of e buildiag he was entering, Colonel Aviles also
scemed to be uncomf-rtable belure he enterad the building.
"On January 12, 1990, I stated tie group of officers besides Colonel
Aviles that I saw iriTudirl Colonel Besavides and Lieutenant Colonel leon. I
do not bLelieve that identilicatlon of Coluncl Benavides to be correct at this
tlme._ I believe th-{ becruse thls past weekemnd (January 13-14, 1990); I saw a

photagraph of someor~ identilled as Colonel Benavides on television and it was

not the same officer T remember on the steps. 1 also do not specifically
rcmeanr that Lieutinant Colonel Leon was present,
"Apptroximai~ly €iftecen minutes after Cﬁlonel Aviles entered the _ )
building at the military school, he left the Luilding and began walking back
to the vehlicle. He wotioned to me to come back down to the vehicle from where
| I was standing. Aft:r we both got into the vehicle, I asked him words to the
effect of what was ¢-ing on and T do not remember his reply or specifically
ghat we talked about. I do not recall any speciflc discussion about Colonel
Benavides planning Ls do anything or any discussion by any;he,‘ingluding .

Colonel Aviles on anv proposed or possible nttack or threat to the University

b

of Central Amorica or any persons associated with that university,
“Durlag chot sawe visit or.possibly another one, Coloqgl.ériles and I
‘got out of his vehicle after it was parked in £ront of the main military
*.5¢hool building. I all of these events occurred in one visit éo‘tho school ,
Colonel Aviles would have Jriven Ecom the (irst parking ares to a SeCQnd
locatlon on the school groumls.  We entered the main 1obby of tha building
and Colonel Aviles a hked we to walt for him.rhere while he went off to sce

somsona, 1 don't rewmembes wlw ho Went, o e, or if he told go Wb he was



o

oing to see.  While atou:, I wet Colone] Aviles! cousin, a lapguage teacher
golng

at the military scheol and we spoke about people we might know in common and

“he told me sbout the 1ine quality of the hread baked at the school, When

- military school complex. ! do not recall duriﬁg that tour any specific . r

Colonel Aviles retuined to the matn lobby, he gave me a tour of the main
building and le spokn nostidgically of his days as a cadet in chat building.

1 do recalt specifically an old wooden desk he showed me that had his -
signature as well as Uolonel Popce's siguature in the mlddle drawer. At that
time, I began to wonler how I might bc‘ abif¢ to get the desk from the military
school and have it :~linished and give it Lo Colonel Aviles as a present. .

"During that tour, I also visited the small range that is within the !

~ discussions about th- University of Central America, the Jesuits or Father

_Orleans. 1 believe le returned on the night of November 14, 1989, or

Ellacurla. The firs' visit to the mllitary school probably occurred in late -

October and the tour nf tle wilitary schmol, .1f not conducted during the same ;

visit, occurred within a faw days after the Elest visie, !
"During the irst two weeks of Novewber, 1 do not remember the

specific dates, Colonel Aviles lad gutic on vacatlon with his family to New .

e ™

Nové:‘;ber 15, 1989, ard I suw him the Firsc time upon his return the morning -oE

. November 18, 1989, o: Novcuber 16, 1989, Contrary to my statement on
. Jamvary 12, 1990, I do not remembar him evier cpecifically talling me about.a

'--’military operation ¢:mtucted at the University of Central America. However,

X during November 16, 1989, as the day progressed, or beginning early on

; the killings at the iniversity of Central Amarica.

" November 17, 1989, nuors and then actual information began te circulate about

"Between Novmber 15 and November 20, 1989, wmy roommaté. Captain
N L4
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Carlus Puentes, an Amaric o, el [ospent two or Uicee nights at our work site,
the Mangito. The Mumit. {5 the Estado Miyor Annex and contains 8 print
plant, a radjo stabnm, o [ilm Library, o l--i:m-..ling studio, various offices
and a separate catnteriatel}igonce bl lding. 1 do not specifically recall
which nights between thote dates we sperd. i the Mangite, Howevet, ! believe
on the night of November 16, 1989, aller Uaptain Puentes and myself had-laid
down to go to.sleep or were in. fact sleeping, Colonel Aviles avoke us as he
was making his vounds to visit his persounel, e was accompanied by at least

two of his soldiers. That is the only time I remember Colonel Aviles visiting

*. us late at night in the Mangito. Also, when he did visit us, there was a

fairly; intense firel iyht faicly close to the Malngito. which I now realize was
occurring in the vicinity of the University of Central America. I ‘only
realized on January 12, 1990, vwhere that firef ight was. I do not specifically
remember Colonel.Avilcs waking auy reference to a specific attack on the
University of Centri! America. It i3 possible he mentioned the firefight was

occurring In the vicinity of the University, 1 would also like to add that

sonetime between the killings of the Jesuits and when Colonel Aviles informed

. me about what he knew abont the killings on or about December 20, 1989, he did

- -h-
mention that he had visited the scene of the crime and the Special

Investigation Unit, ud he Lalt there was a Eifty~fifty possibility the

" ‘military had conducted the atrocity.

"Withln the 1icst week of Decomber 1989, 1 visited Washiﬁgton, D, C.
with Colonel Aviles wnl Mi. Valdibiasn white transporting a captured weapon
whtich was co.be extibicad a1t the UN amd OAS.  Durkng the coipse of that three
or four day visit, J de nat racall awy specific dlscussion about prior

kitowledge of the Jewnit killings or aboul wlo was responsible other than the
. Ay



PMLN, I believe thi- visil vecurred between November 29, 1989 and Det::ember 2,
1989. wWhile in Hashingten, weo stayed in rthe Iightand Hotel on Connecticut
Avenue, ]

| Un December 28, 1989, 1 informed wy rooumate, Cpptain Puentes, what
Colonel Aviles had fuid we about the Jesuit killlugs on or about December 20,
1989. Also on the tay I was informed b)' Colonel Aviles about the killings or
a day or two later, ! telephonically ulluurwd my sister, C‘arol E. Buckland,
. 'Atlanta, Georgia, about tle Information Colonel Aviles had told me. 1 told
her I would send more spocific inEormatmu via a letter. I gave her this
information for two reasons: one, if I was killed because of it, I wanted the

truth known; and two, I just had to tell samebody and I tmsted ny sister that

f:;: she would not say anyLhing. t- o
o "On December 25, 1989, I dld in frct write a letter to my sister with
., the specifics and miited that letter on Incember 27, 1989,

"In sunmary, I Liad no specific prinr kinowledge nbout the- nurders of
the Jesulit priests or any specific plans or threats against them. |
"I have reviewed this statement consisting of this page and five

- other pages and Eint them to be accurate and true to the best of my knowledge,
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