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Honorable Paul Simon
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.
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Dear Senator Simon: W 2 Y—?/ .

-y -

In your letter of December 20, 1989, you noted concern
on the part of a number of your constituents about press reports
of alleged abug against a reported witness to the murder in El
Salvador of sid¥Jesuit priests. I certainly understand your
concern, and I am saddened at the senseless death of these
people. : :

The FBI has only a limited role in this investigation.
We are providing limited support to the Special Investigative
Unit of E1 Salvador, the law enforcement organization charged by
the government of El Salvador to investigate the killings. It .
appears that they are making substantial progress in their ’

investigation. _ s
1l - Mr. Baker - Enclosure
1 - Mr. O'Hara.- Enclosure
1 - Mr. HigKks - Enclosure
1l - Mr. Hale - Enclosure
1l - Mr. Collingwood - Enclosure
,’(, 3 - Mr. - Enclosure ‘ lbg_, (01055_- 7
1 - Mr. - Enclosure ' & e
Note: Yy letter dated December 20, 1989, Senator Paul Simon

wrote to the FBI expressing concern on behalf of his
constituents regarding press reports of alleged abuses by U. S.
Federal Agents against a reported witness to the murders of six
jesuit priests in El Salvador. In our response, we note that
because this is.a pending matter, we are unable to provide

details. We also note that we are reviewing the investiga€ion. T
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Honorable Paul Simon

We are cooperating with Congress on the issue of FBI
assistance to the El Salvadoran authorities. On December 15,
1989, the FBI received a request from Congressmin Joe Moakley
for a briefing concerning the FBI's handling and interviewing of
the Salvadoran family in this matter. Congressman Moakley chairs

_an ad hoc congressional task force on behalf of the Speaker that .

is investigating the murders. On December 19, 1989, after
approval by Director Sessions and the Department of Justice,
representatives of the FBI briefed Congressmgn Moakley, McHugh,
McClosky, Hoyer, Hamilton, Bonior, Spratt, Obey, and Murtha.
Several staff were also present. The topics of the briefing
included the FBI's handling of the Salvadoran family, how the FBI
uses the polygraph as an investigative aid, and the FBI's role in
foreign police cooperation matters. '

The FBI must have the trust and confidence of the
American public and Congress if we are to do our job. We are
reviewing all aspects of this investigation to ensure that we
maintain that trust and confidence. 1In our review, we have
discovered no indication that the allegations in the article
included with your letter are accurate.

Respectfully ydurs,

John E. Collingwood
Inspector-in-Charge
Congressional Affairs Office



SS__. ' February 6, 1990
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L " Mr.

RE: UNSUBS; MURDER OF SIXS&§§UII“ERIESTEQ
SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR;
FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION-MURDER;
00: HQ 163(A)-61055

As you are aware, the inquiry into the above-captioned
matter was assigned to Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) b

Counterterrorism Planning Unit. 'In order that this
extensive report be completed in a timely manner, it was
necessary that personnel resources from the Counterterrorism
Section (CTS) be utilized to complete this project. In addition
to the conducting of the inquiry by SSA“ CTS resources
were used in report preparation, writing, assembly, typing, and
formatting. As this inquiry was not a normal CTS matter, the
following breakdown of CTS personnel resource involvement is
being provided for your information.

L

Assistant Section Chief

( Secretary - 1 day

Steno Pool - approximately 1 work day
for each of three people

10 ~ Intelligence Research Specialist
| ol

As the above'regource usage doesn't reflect normal
Counterterrorism Program responsibilities, the above is being
provided for your information and consideration.
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0D ' February 6, 1990

UNSUBS; MURDER OF SIquﬁSUIT PRIESTS,
SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR;

FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION-MURDER;
00: HQ 163 (A)=-61055

This is to inform you that the inquiry into the above
captioned matter has been completed and provided to
Mr. Baker's office. As you are aware, Supervisory Special Agents

- (SSAs Counterterrorism Planning Unit (CPU), and
7C Drug Section, were assigned by Mr. Baker to
complete this tasklng
The final report of this in-depth inquiry proved to be
quite comprehensive and voluminous. At this time, ssa (P
has requested that I convey his thanks ‘for the assistance of

' individuals in the Counterterrorism Section for their
' participation in the timely completion of this extensive report.
First, appreciation is expressed for the assistance of Assistant
Section Chief Secretary (NP cor her efforts in
correcting, formatting, and preparing the final version of the
report. Thanks are also expressed for the participation of
( Typing Supervisory (Y :nd the members of the
7 Steno Pool for their efforts in preparing FD 302s for inclusion
in the final report. Finally, appreciation is also expressed for
the assistance of Intelllgence Research Specialist
Qfor his assistance in proofreading, report preparation,
W

riting of certain sections of the report, and assembly of the
.final product.

Without the a551stance of the above individuals, the
final report into this matter would not have been completed in
such a comprehensive and timely manner. Please convey my
gratitude for their participation to the above individuals.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20635 ;o .

DATE: pebruary 9, 1990 Re: -~ -UNSUB(8);
o, o KILLING OPF 6 JRSUIT PRIESTS;
: U.8. Embassy a5 AVENIDA poRTE #a3c SAR SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR

. San Salvador, Bl Salvador 7C - Murdex
- '
Sibanip=boridr—e¢3923 00: Mexico City
Attention: Nr. Raymond L. Gagnon \ 2

23
==

Invoice of Contents

Description Contents: . . FBI File#

Q1 - Q32 TP weite Case#

. C,C'!' L\_‘rw .

—IE3-GI0S5
—YIZZIVIT EUX TI

Yourf : - #(/

Room QLK7 TL X</
Ex. 32490

\
N:ﬂ Room: 1B327, TL 152

ALSO SUBKITTED iteam

Shipping#

SHIPPING METHODS

Air Freight and Express Services

~] Overnight

(registered mail)
] 2-Day Standard Service
D FMSS - Supply Room, 1B353

‘F,X ‘L/CO“C‘/7“/L{314 (not registered)
A-22-%0
"--OM - A

Haczardous Materials Only

j Saturday Delivery
| Economy (2-3 Days Service)

7] Deferred (4-5 Days Service)

Weight of Hagardous Materials:

Packaged By

Signature

Jate

All items listed above are contained in this package.

A detailed desgription items will be found in Bureau communication datedz B=9.0 .
7 (3)

(SHIPPING HOURS - 9:00 AM. TO 4:00 P.M.) FBI/DOJ

/
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| of the

st LABORATORY _ a

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: LEGAT, Mexico City

FBI FILE NO.

LAB. NO.

UNSUB(S) 3

KILLING OF &
(Vsni: SiLVADOK; L

‘FPC = Murder

JCSUIT PRIESTS;
SEALVADOR

00: Mexico City

Examination requested by: Adrirengee

Reference:
Examination requested:
1v89

Specimens received December 21,

Dezember 21, 1989:

I oW 'y

01 rajama top .
bwibs ar

®vidence received Decerher 21, 1989

Chemical Analvsic - Pirearms

. ux.d-& -u..l.

3592

[

February §, 1990
163-€1C58

91221027 5 QX TI

4L

Specimens personally delivered by hr.— on
Wé%/ / %_ .ﬁ-/—ré.s

..'-;‘-‘\ [
v" rﬂ |

Q3 Pants

04 Undershirt

i - U.3. BEmbassy
Sa. Salvador,
APO
Miami, Plorida 43023

El Salvador

Attention: Mr. Raymond L. Gagnon

/é’J’

FBI/DOJ



FATHER AMANDO LOPEZ

Qsz,ﬂzqvel poncha _ g
’*QG --;f_~ ?ajane_top {j%;Fif;T”; 7 ‘ :
A GNACIO ARTIN 8
09 .>';i Pajama oottons _ :“»i
Q10 Pants \'_ T
Qur Shirt ,fl “, . ;,ge;'; S : - -

- [
S R S T 2N

MATERIAL FOM EIRST SITE (EECEPTION RQQMLJ

Q12 . . Fragments of Coca Cola bottle glass _ .._ e N
Ql3 Pragments of a plastic garbage can that contains
: tissue paper and other things -
Ql4 - Burned metal box which contained completely burned |
; paper money inside
Q1S Fragments of a completely burned typewriter
Qlé  Smoke residue collected from two desks and a file
cabinet _
17 Scraping from the floor " =
Q18 Samples of smoke collected from the southern and

western wallsv
Ql9 Particles from a socket

SECORD SITE (LIBRARY COMPUTATION QFFICE):

et s

020 Portion of burned cloth

Page 2 (over)
81221027 S QX TI



E ";" ‘v‘r" ‘Qzl ’?’ - Med yortionvt clath - mmmv T

J‘-,"d--...—— --—-. a-_'_. 4 R

4,

'.l ...-". = - ..."'13.-,"'.‘._—-- .'- — R ?-—.

;bzé Burned fragments bf clo;h, éurtain and a’ partially S
¢ - - burmed gord = . TR “Eg{i;}- e =
lozﬁﬁqqhi: Three semi-deséié}&d'books and a piece -g

. -newspaper -Jnyee .>'l-§ s = LT
Qil Residue trom burnad papet %;ﬂ'”__ SRR -> M ?
Q25 Partially burned Polaroid il box 'Q?"Iwgiy *%; .}e’;-:
C e SRR T T iR SETe o R LT TR
026 Pieces of burned paper: i ,L”t{i R y
Q27 Smoke residue on paper filter R - -
Q28 Three spiral notcbooks. black and vhite and

. color photographs e g -
"Q29 Samples from a piece of curtaln fabric - U7 7
Q30 'Residqe from plastic and paper
Q31 Portion of,burned material
Q32 Pprtion-of‘vidgo
ALSO SUBMITTED: .. | - o

Picture album

Result of examination:

A physical examination was conducted on specimens

Ql2 through Q32, However, no conclusion could be reached

regarding how the fire started.

oo

The areas around all the holes found in the

Q1 through Q11 articles of clothing were microscopically
examined and chemically procured for the presence of gunshot

regidues,

Some lead residues were found around two holes

in the back of Q4, the right sleeve of Q5 and the right
should of Q6. The presence of these lead residues is

Page 3

(ovrer)

91221027 S QX



oy

indicative of the muiasle of the firearm(s) being relatively
close to Q4, Q5 and Q6 at the time of firing. This distance

- is probably vithin .pproxinatoly-tvo fcct.q**ﬁgag DT e

- " ‘ P -
< 1.-..'—" "o.,._- ity 4..-4...... ._ -r.. aoe L el . eE -.,.4 - t_-...t?' - ‘-‘-- - .-

No gunshot residues were found around any other

{ of the holes found in the above articles of clothing. %

SR Specimens ol through Q32 and the ALSO SUBMITTED
item are being returned by registered mail toa . e
U.S. Embassy o T};?‘f.ﬂ'. -
San Salvador, El Salvador T B
APO . e '.-'ij?;'-‘-':l C
 Miami, Florida 34023 f‘“*&';% RIS T T T
Attention: Mr. Raymond L. Gaénon | -
. ) - A

Page 4
91221027 S ¢X



7-2 (5-12-82)

ro.
o

- n

Examination requested:

5 RECORDED  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 12-21-89
L) _ 1-9-90 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE L
1kb#81 , 7
Laboratory Work Sheet
To: LEGAT, Mexico City
FmFmEMrﬁ®62-é/053'v/¥
A (’ -
& UNSUB(S);
KILLING OF 6 JESUIT PRIESTS; LAB. NO. 91221027 s 0X TI
Re: SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR
FPC ~ Murder YOUR NO.
.00: Mexico City Examination by: |
Bi- QA T/ 0/70
Examination requested by: Addressee . : "};\ﬁ L/é /?0
Reference:

Evidence received December 21, 1989

Chemical Analysis - Firearms

Specimens received: . December 21, 1989 4(/

Specimens personally delivered by Mr. — on
December 21, 1989:

S FROM: /
HER W /7/7/4?//%/2 3
Q1 | Pajama top /x%é%7 o _
| Q2 Robe ‘ -_.' . w;:;'-iv*- ) ""G*gmm 0/'&
R N » 29./{&_/__,,-:-/"”
03 Pants h T
Q4 Undershirt
Q5 Towel pohcho g \j“k
Q6 | Pajama‘top /?;; :
Page 1 ' : (over)
. ‘SA'\{’J A
A ‘CQﬁg’ ‘

., i Fei/DoJ



ELTUERIGNAGIO MARILILBARO

Q7 Shirt

Q8 Pants
EATHER_SEGIMNRO MONJES

Q9 Pajama bottoms

v Q15
Q16

— Q17

L 018

Fragments of Coca Cola bottle glass

Fragments of a plastic garbage can that contains
tissue paper and other things

Burned metal box which contained completely burned
paper money inside

Fragments of a completely burned typewriter

Smoke residue collected from two desks and a file
cabinet

Scraping from the floor

Samples of smoke collected from the southern and
western walls

Particles from a socket

v' Q20
-
> 021
Q22

Page 2

Portion of burned cloth

Burned portion of cloth

Burned fragments of cloth, curtain and a partially
burned cord

(over)

91221027 S QX



c Q29
-~ Q30
. 031
Q32

- — E S, ————— ———

Three semi-destroyed books and a plece of
newspaper

Residue

from burned paper

Partially burned Polaroid film box

Pieces of ‘burned papers

Smoke residue on paper filter

Three spiral notebooks, black and white and
color photographs

Samples

"Residue

Portion

Portion

ALSO SUBMITTED:

Page 3

Picture

91221027 S OX

from a piece of curtain fabric
from plastic and paper
of burned material

of video

album
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7-2 (5-12-82)

RECORDED
1-9-90
1kb#81

To: LEGAT, Mexico City

UNSUB(S);

KILLING OF 6 JESUIT PRIESTS;
Re: SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR

FPC - Murder

. 00: Mexico City

Examination requested by: Addressee
Reference:

Examination requested:

Specimens received: December 21

Specimens personally dellvered by Mr.

December 21,

LTEMS FRgg. -
EATHER JGNACIO ELLACURIA

Q1 , Pajama top -

1989:

Q2 Robe
EATHER_JOROUIN LOPEZ ¥ LOPEZ
03 Pants a

Q4 ﬁnderéhirt
EATHER_AMANDO LOPEZ

Q5 Towel pohcho

Q6 Pajama top

Page 1

K- sl /wca( ///&/9." %V.,\ &x

N~
L ('(’ 3‘

/ﬁu x4

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
.UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

‘Laboratory Work Sheet ‘

Evidence received December 21,
Chemical Analysis - Firearms

1989

12-21-89

FBI FILE No.-lbz' @’055’ |~

LAB. NO. 91221027 s QX TI

YOUR NO.

Examination by:

1989

N -

(over)

FBL/DOJ



EATHER IGNACIO MARTAN BARQ

Q7 Shirt
08 Pants -
EAZHER_SEGUNDO MONTES
Q9 Pajama bottams )
1B N_MQRENO
Q10 Pants 7
o1l seiee Nagamp by Hon s
Q12 - Fragments of Coca Cola bottle glass
Q13 Fragments of a plastic garbage can that contains

tissue paper and other things

Q14 Burned metal box which contained completely burned
paper money inside

Q15 Fragments of-é completely burned typewriter

Q16 Smoke residue collected from two desks and a file
cabinet

017 Scraping from the floor

Q18 Samples of smoke collected from the southern and

western walls :

Q19 Particles from a socket

Q20 Portion of burned cloth

Q21 Burned portion of cloth
Q22 Burned fragments of cloth, curtain and a partially

burned cord

Page 2 (over)
91221027 8§ QX



023 Three semi-destroyed books and a piece of

newspaper
Q24 Residue from burned paper
Q25 Partially burned Polaroid film box
. Q26 Pieces of burned papers
027 Smoke residue on paper filter
Q28 Three spiral notebooks, black and whlte and
color photographs
. Q29 Samples from a piece of curtain fabric
Q30 : :Residue from plastic and paper
Q31 Porfion of burnedvmaterial
Q32 Portion of video

ALSO SUBMITTED:

Picture album

Page 3
91221027 S QX
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Place and date of offense .-\
~—

Agency case #

Jate of hearing, grand jury, trial, or reason why expeditious handling is necessary

Srev. exams this case Evid. located : Report to be directed to
O Yes [ONo Room #

\‘.
Zopies to

Evidence to be returned to
. Mailed Back
O Picked Up by Contnbutor

3rief Facts covering case

Jescription of evidence Exams requested -/
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San Salvador, Diciembre 16 de 1989.

\

COMISION DE INVESTIGACION
DE HECHOS DELICTIVOS

" O463UE/989

Sefior e

Director del Federal Bureau of
Investigation Laboratory,

J. EDGAR HOOVER BUILDING, &th and
Pensilvania, Ave. N.W. Washington D.C. 20535
ATTN: EVIDENCIA CONTROL CENTER,

Atentamente me dirijo a Ud., a fin de solicitarle su valiosa co-
laboracidn, en el sentido de que sean analizados en los Laboratorios de la
Institucidn que usted dirige, el material evidencial (calcinado) recolecta
do en las oficinas de la planta baja de 1a Facultad de Teologfa, de la Uni

versidad Centroamericana "José Simebn Cafias" (U.C.A.).

Descripcidn del Caso:

Asesinato de 6 Sacerdotes de la Compaiifa de Jesiis y 2 qujeres del

servicio doméstico, hecho ocurrido en la residencia Universitaria de la Fa-

cultad de Teologlfa de la Universidad Centroamericana "José Simedn Cafias" -~

(U.C.A.)., a primeras horas del dfa 16 de noviembre del corriente afio.

Motivo:

Ne¢arminar a travez de lor residucs enviados que sustar-'- 5> agente

quimico o fIsico fué utilizado para probocar el incendio.

Exposicidn:

El material consiste en:

Local niimero UNO (Sala de Recepcidn)

cptﬁ;.a)
Gy b)
Gy )

8 2%H)
e)

é?;* £)
qzs®

C?ZA:h)

Fragmentos de vidrio de envase ''Coca Cola"

Restos de basurero pldstico que contiene papel higiénico y otros.
Caja metdlica quemada, la cual contenfa en su interior papel moneda
completamente quemado.

Restos de miiquina de escribir completamente quemada

Residuos de humo recolectados de dos escritorios y un archivero.
Raspado de piso.

Muestras de humo recoleptadas de las paredes sur y poniente.

Particulas de un toma corriente.

Local niimero DOS (Oficina de Computacidn de la Biblioteca)

sz’ 8)
w3 b)

Qzy ©)

Porcidn de tela calqiggggi(cortina)
Porcidn calcinada de tela

Restos calcinados de cortina de tela y una cuerda parcialmente quemada.



PADRE AMANDO LOPEZ S

- Un Poncho de toallg color verde claro
- Una camisa (pijama) color verde claro

PADRE IGNACIO MARTIN BARO

- Una camisa sport color azil

- Un pantaldn color gris

PADRE SEGUNDO MONTES

~ Un pantalfn pijama corta coloer café& claro

PADRE RAMON MORENO ) -

"= Un pantaldn color negro

- Una camisa manga larga color celeste

Hago de su conocimiento que lo solicitado obedece a que el seior
Presidente de la Repiiblica, Lic. ALFREDO CRISTIANI, ha. designado & la Uni-
dad bajo mi mando, para que investigue el caso del asesinato en los Sacer-

dotes Jesuitas de la U.C.A.

te,

ANTONIO RIVAS MEJIA
IDAD EJECUTIVA

MARM/mcc.
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San Salvador, Diciembre de 1989.

COMISION DE INVESTIGACION
DE HECHOS DELICTIVOS

D464UE/989

Sefior

Director del Federal Bureau of

Investigation Laboratory,

J. EDGAR HOOVER BUILDING, 4th and
Pensilvania, Ave. N.W. Washington D.C. 20535

ATTN: EVIDENCIA CONTROL CENTER.

Atentamente me dirijo a Ud., a f£In de solicitarle su valiosa cola
boracidn, en el sentido de que sean anslizados en los Laboratorios de 11
Institucibn que usted dirige, las vestimentas de los Sacerdotes Jeluital.
las cuales portaban el dfa 16 de Noviembre del corriente afio, fecha en -
que fueron asesinados juntanené;‘con dos mujeres dal servicio domfstico -
en la residencis Universitaria de la Facultad de Teologfa de la Universi-
dad Centroamericana "JOSE SIMEON CARAS" (U.C.A.).

Descripcisn del Caso:

Asesinato de 6 Sacerdotes de la Compaiila de Jesiis y 2 mujeres del -
servicio doméstico, hecho ocurrido en la residencia Universitaria de la -
Facultad de Teologfa de la Universidad Centroamericana "JOSE SIMEON CARAS
(U.C.A.), a primeras horas del dfa 16 de noviembre del corriente afio.

Motive:

Determinar a travez del andlisis de las vestimentas s{ presentan en
los orificios producidos por arma de fuego algiin elemento quimico o ffsi-

"co que contiene las armas de fuego.

i

Exgosicién: El material consiste en:

PADRE IGNACIO ELLACURIA

=~ Una camisa (pijama), color blanco a rayas, sin marca

- Una bata color café oscuro, marca "Wilson Italiana"

PADRE JOAQUIN LOPEZ Y LOPEZ

= Un Pantaldn café oscuro

- Una camiseta centro color blanco



] N -

Local nimero TRES ( Sal/ . Estudio ) ’ {:

@11 ®
@3>

Local ndmero CUATRO (Sala de Video No. 1)

(Q:LO a)
JTA ‘B)
Q8e)

¢9,’ d)

Tres libros semidestruidos ¥y una porcién de periddico.
Residuos'de_pugel palcinado.

Una caja de pelfcula Polaroid parcialmente quemada
Porcidn de papeles caleinados.

Residuos de humo en papel filtro

Tres libretas de espiral, fotograffas blanco y negro y & colores

Local nimero CINCO (Sala de Video No. 2)

27 0

Muestras de un trozo de tela de cortina

Se agrega a la presente albim fotogrifico del lugar donde fue-

ron recolectadas las muestras.

Hago-de su conocimiento que lo solicitado obedece a que el se-
ﬁor_?reaidente de la Replblica, Lic. ALFREDO CRISTIANI, ha designado a la
Unidad bajo mi mando, para que investigue el caso del asesinato en los Sa-
cerdotes Jesuitas de la U.C.A.

MARM/mcc.
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[0 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
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Section 552 Section _552a

O b)) O b)7)(A) O (@)5)

O b)) O (b)7)B) O ()2

O 0)3) O ®G)7)©) 0 )

' O bX7)(D) O k@)

O (bX7XE) 0O x)3)

O (b)7)F) O (k)4)

O (b)(4) O b)®) O ®)5)

O b)5) O (b)9) O (k)6)
O (b)6) O

(kX(7)

[J Information pertainéd only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request.

[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Xl Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies). .

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

k] For your information: this is a Degartment of State communication
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SUBJECT: UNSUBS; SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS I‘:;AN SAL VADOR)

EL SALVADDR; FPC - GCM (MURDER)3 00: FBIHQ.

REFERENCE LEGAT LONDON TELETYPE DATED DECEMBER 22, 1989.
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January D&, 1990

Washihgton, D.C.

I, Eric Warren Buckland, Major, United States Army,

due hereby provide the wing free and voluntary statement to
28 ad )
Federal”

Special Agents Martirmrv—t&te and (.

Bureau of Investigation. _

I am permanently assigned to the U.S. Military Group,
£l Salvador, where I work in the area of éivil—Military
Operations. 1In that capacity, I am assigned as a National Staff
Advisor to the ElASalvadofan Armed Forces. I have served in
fhat capacity since October of 1989. I served a temporary
assignment inbEl Salvadof during June and July of 1989.

I was assigned advisor résponsibilities to Colonel
Carlos Armando Aviles, who is the head of the C-5 (Civil—Militaty
Operations) for the El Salvadoran Armed Forces. 1I developed an
extremely close professional andbpersonal rapport wi?h Colonel
Aviles and held him in the highegi rega:ds;

On November 11, 1989, the Sai§;doran guerrilla movement
began an offensive in the city of San Salvador. On or about
November 16, 1989, six Jesuit priests were killed on the{S

- v

University of Central America campus. J Both Colonel Aviles and
e B

myself spoke of these killings with a mutual feeling that they

were senseless and brutal. Both of us were well aware of the

e T s pop
tbwciie t Bue P16
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serious political implications these killings would have on

£l Salvador if the»militafy and/or government were involved. wé
also had discussions regarding the status of the investigation
into these killings. |

On or about Deéember 20, 1989, I was visiting with

Colonel Aviles in his office when the topic of the killings once
again was brought up. ThigidiScusﬁion, I believe, took place on
Decembérizo, 1989; however, it may have occurred up to a week
‘prior to that date. During that discussion, Colonel Aviles told
me he was ;bout to relay information to me not as an |

El Salvadoran military officer to an American military officer
Sutffrom "CarlQSntb”Eric." He said this information; to use an
American expression, is "Break in Case of Emergency." 1In the
ensuing discuésion, he indicated to me that the information he
was about to provide héd serious céhsequences and, in response to
my questions, told me that it should only be divulged in extreme
circumstances. In the event the Jesuit investigation did not
unfold properly or if he (Aviles)'should be'killéd,.then it was
his desire that this information be made available to the
appropriate authorities. / |

Colonel Aviles told me that Colonelrcuillermo Benavides

Moreno had visited Lieutenant Colonel Rivas, who is the current
commander of the Special Investigative Unit (SIU) charged with

the responsibility of investigating the Jesuit murders. Colonel



5

Aviles said Benavides told Rivas words to the effect: "I did
it. What can you do to help-me?" Colonel Aviles did not tell me
what response, if any, or what action, if any, Colonel Rivas made
as a result of that conversation. cﬁtzﬂzy;2%£7ZZQEZQJ%ZA;406#QT§V6

However, Colonél Aviles further told me that at a later
date, a Colonel Lopez y Lopez, who I beliéve was a former
commander of SIU, visited with Colonel Rivas. Colonel Rivas
told Colonel Lopez y Lopez of his conversation with Colonel
rBenavides. Colonel Lopez y Lopez then told Colonel Aviles of
this sequence of events, possibly because I later learned that
Colonel Aviles was. one oflthe first commanders of SIU and
possibly because ©of their very close professional association of
many'yéérs,_having graduated in the same class from the Escuela
Militar. | _ |

Colonel Aviles told me he believed Colonel Lopez y
Lopez went *to Colonel}Rivas to inquire about the status of the
investigation because there was a perception that the
investigative process had stagnatéd. According to:Coionel
Aviles, Colonel Rivas took that dpportunity to "unload on Lopez y
Lopez," or at least that waé Colonel AViies' perception.- Colonel
Aviles said that it was clear that Colonel Rivas was very
concerned and may have been unsure of how he should treat»the
incriminating information obtained from Colonel Bena?ides due to

cultural, political, and military considerations in El Salvador.



I questioned Cblonel Aviles as to the veracity of the
information. I did not understand how Colonel Benavides could
have done this himself--how he could havé shot the priests by
himself. Colonel Aviles told me that fhe killings had been
carried out under the direction of Colonel Benav1des however/ EV4

g__%e Atlatra
the act(s) themselves had been done by members of #he "Grupo de

/(
Operaciones Especiales" (GOE)Q .2ha%=GeE platoonﬂgeloﬂgz—ébﬁghe E}Jé
Atlacatly,-ws2Eh is an indian name assigned to an immediate
infantry reaction battalion, known by the Spanish acronym BIRI,

comprised of 1,200 to 1,400 soldiers. The killings were actually

supervised by a lieutenant from that unit, whose name I was not

provided. I was not provided the identity of any other soldiers
who allegedly participated in this attack. o

, The topic was !
_discussed further. I asked Colonel Aviles who else kﬁew. I kqﬁ“?i

_ ’ e
asked him if the Bl Salvadoran Armed Forces Chief of staff, f”ﬁa

Colonel Emilio Ponce, knew, and he told me he did not know?f He
did .not feel it was his place to tell Colonel Ponce, but assumed
that Colonel Rivas or Colonel Lopéz y Lopez wbuld héve informed
Colonel Ponce. We both agreed over and over again that the
killings were stupid, senseless, and the‘ramifidations
disastrous. I asked Colonel Aviles, "Why don't they arrest

Benavides right now?" He told me that under El1 Salvadoran law

the investigation must be fully completed before arrests are



)

made.. I felt confident with his ahswer; because of the trust I
had in him and felt justice would be served.

As the days progressed, we discussed the killings and
the investigation. He told me that several enlisted soldiers
had been questiqned and that their stories were "flaky." He
subsequently told me that a lieutenant from the Atlacatl had been
questioned and given at least two polygraph examinations.
Although_the lieutenant "blew it" during the examinations, he
‘successfully attributed his lack of success to heavy smoking,
recent battle experience, and illness.

On or about December 28, 1989, I had lﬁnch with Coloﬁel
Aviles at which time the Jesuit killings were again discussed.
whilevdriving.to lunch, Colonel Aviles, out of the 5lue, remarked
to the effect, "Do you remember that case we were talking about?
well, I saw him over at the Escuela Militar. He looked as
though he's losing weight, liké he's not eating, and looks like
something's on his mind or bothering him." I said, "preoccupado"
(the Spanish word for concerned or worried), and he told me,
"ves, that's the word." I took this conversation fo indicate
that Colonel Benavides was the party whoﬂCoionel Aviles was
referring to and that Benavides knew the SIU was aware of his
involvément and was closing in on him. |

On another occasion in his office, I asked Colonel

Aviles who else knew this information or was involved. He told



¥

me he did not know who had been toid or who was involved. It
became clear that Colonel Aviles did not know if the Chief of
Staff, Colonel Ponce, knew of this information. When I asked
him, "Does Colonel Ponce know yet?" He told me, "I don't know.
I don't know who knows. " what if a higher-up ordered this thing?"
I continued my close relationship with Colonel Aviles
thrpugh January 2, 1990. I spéﬁt New Year's Eve at his house.
However,-by January 2, 1990, it was apparent to me that the
" investigation was not progressing and.that despite my feeiing
that I would be betraying my trust and friendship'with Colonel
Aviles, I had a responsibility to inform my superiors of this
information. On Tuesday, January 2, 1990, I verbally informed
Lieutenant Colonel William Hunter, the U.S. Army Sehior Advisor
to the National Staff of the E1l Salvadoran Armed Forces, who was
| my immediate superior. According to him, he thereafter informed
Colonel Milton Menjivar, Commander, U.S. Military Group, El
Salvador. I was told Colonel Menjivar then spoke with the ELl
Salvadoran Chief of Staff, Colonel Ponce, regarding this
informaticn. Colonel Ponce denied knowledge of thié'information.
At 7:00 p.m. that night, I was Called at home and
ordered to report to Colonel Ponce's office where a meeting was
held. Attending the meeting were myself, Colonel Aviles,

Colonel Ponce, Lieutenant Colonel Hunter, and Janice Elmore

(phonetic), a political officer in the U.S. Embassy,



San Salvador. During this meeting, the El Salvadoran military
officers were again asked if they had knowledge of this
information, which they denied. Colonel Aviles was specifically
asked several timés if he had discussed the Jesuit killings with
me and if he had furnished me with the information related in
“this statement. Colonel Aviles said that he had in fact
discussed the killings in general conversation, but he
‘categorically denied furnishing any information the Armed Forces
of El Salvador and Colonel Benavides were involved in these
homicides.

I have had no further contact or discussions with
Colonel Aviles since this meeting.

I fully realize in hindsight that some people may
question why I furnished this information to the U.S. Government
so many days after I received if. I can only say that I felt a
strong sense of loyélty, not only to my mission in El Salvador,
but to my friend and associate Colonel Carlos Aviles. I felt
that the investigation would take its own proper‘course'and that
I and the U.S. military would be able to successfully maintain
our relationship with Colonel Aviles and the El Salvadoran Armed
Forces. I did not pass this information for any devious.reasons
"to get" Colonel Aviles. I did not feel heroic in dding it. I,

in fact, now question whether or not Colonel Aviles is due my
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loyalty and respect. 1 also have grave concern about the future
of El Salvador now, and I only hope, rather than sincerely
believe, that I have done the right thing. ”~ff%2£ﬁﬁl” g

CY% I have reviewed this statement consisting of this page
ana séggﬁ*other.pages and find them to be accurate and true to

the best of my knowledge.

o A, M M/)/

Major Eric Warren Buckland

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO

BEFORE ME AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

oNn IS [l - pay oF - T PR , 1990
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POLYGRAPH REPORT

DATE OF REPORT . DATE OF EXAMINATION BUREAU FILE NUMBER FIELD FILE NUMBER

1/24/90 1/11/90 & 1/12/90f 163-61206

' FIELD OFFICE OR AGENCY REQUESTING EXAMINATION

FBIHQ

AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL DATE AUTHORIZED

ADIC, Criminal Division 1/10/90

EXAMINEE NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE)

BUCKLAND, ERIC WARREN
UNSUBS;

CASE TITLE  SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS 3 00126501
IN SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR; - t”‘~ ’
FPS - MURDER ’

: 00: FBIHQ

REFERENCES

Polygraph Exam - January 5, 1990, El Salvador RS

‘ | 2R 1A3SIE1RY ;DD/M‘Z}V
CASE SYNOPSIS/EXAMINER CONCLUSION j - } 3 o e

Captioned subject, ERIC WARREN BUCKLAND, is a U.S. Army Major
(Special Forces/Psychological Operations) who was permanently
assigned in El Salvador as a military advisor to the El Salvadoran Army
from October, 1989, through January, 1990.

During subject's period of assignment, specifically on
November 16, 1989, six Jesuit priests were murdered at the University
of Central America (UCA). Major BUCKLAND advised that in approximately
mid-December, 1989, Colonel Carlos Armando Aviles, who is the head of
C-5 (Civil-Military Operations), stated that he knew who was respon51—
ble for the killings of the Jesuits. Major BUCKLAND stated that he
withheld this information and did not advise U.S. military officials
until January 2, 1990 when he verbally informed Lt. Colonel William Hunter,
his immediate supervisor. Prior to this; however, Major BUCKLAND did
send a letter to his sister, who is a reporter for CNN news, on
December 25, 1989 and advised her of his knowledge surrounding the
Jesuit murders.

Major BUCKLAND denied any further knowledge of the kllllngs
during debriefings in January, 1990. He was afforded a polygraph
examination at FBIHQ on January 11, 1990 to verify his statments.
During this examination the following relevant questions were asked:

SERIES 1

A. Did you send a letter to your sister telling her about the
killings? Answer: Yes.




Continuation of FD-498:
B. Have you deliberately provided us with false information
regarding the Jesuit killings? Answer: No.

C. Did Colonel Aviles provide us with information about
the Jesuit killings? Answer: Yes.

It is the opinion of the examiner that questions A and C
did not indicate deception and gquestion B did 1nd1cate deception. A
second series was administered as follows:

SERIES II

D. Did you make up the story about sending a letter to your
sister? Answer: No.

E. Are you making up the fact that Colonel Aviles told you
about the Jesuit killings? Answer: No.

F. Did you make up the information you provided about the
Jesuit killings? Answer: No. :

It is the oplnlon of the examiner that questions D and E
did not indicate deception and that question F did indicate deception.
A third series was administered as follows:

SERIES IIT

G. Did you deliberately provide us with false information
regarding the Jesuit killings? Answer: No.

It is the opinion of the examiner that there were indications
of deception to question G. During a fourth series, the following
relevant questions were asked: '

SERIES IV

H. Did you have prior knowledge that the Jesuit would be
killed? Answer: No.

I. Did you participate in the killing of the Jesuits?
Answer: No.

It is the examiner's opinion that there were indications of
deception to question H and that results of question I were inconclusive.

During post test discussion on January 11 and 12, 1990, Major
BUCKLAND admitted that he obtained prior knowledge that the priests in
the UCA were going to be killed, specifically ELLA CORIA, through
conversations with Colonel Aviles . According to Major RBUCKLAND,
Colonel Aviles told him of the intent of certain officers of the
El Salvadoran Army to conduct a military operation against the University
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P&iygraph Examination Worksheet

Field File Number

Dats of Report Date of Examination : Bureau File Number

1/24/90 1/11/99 & 1/12/90 |[163-61206 :

Location of Examination i j : : o

-7
|

Examinee Name (Last, First, Middle)

BUCKLAND, ERIC WARREN

Dete of Birth
','IL 35
WT Sex arttal Status Cument Address
5'11" . 185 1lbs. Male Married
Previous Polygraph Examination Language During Exam
FBI 1/5/90 El Salvador '

Education (Tota/ Years 16

)

Hotchkiss H.S., Lakeville, Conn., grad. 1973.
University Kansas, B.A. English, grad. 1977.

ROTC to Military.

Employment History/Military

Major - U.S. Army Special Forces Psychological Operations, Spring 1977 - Date.

Health/Medication

No medication

Amrests/Convictions

None claimed

AjL Ik Ciks S I00 CONTAINTD

Check One Only ~FBI EMP/APP Type of Investigation Total Examiner Time (Inciude Travel)
Subject Special Agent Criminal .
Victim- Support [ FCI
Witness X Translator Admin. Inquiry 25 Hours
Suspect Contract PSPP
Asset [ Appicant ["Estimated Property value
Informant LeakCase [J Yes [J No WITSEC
Applicant Other Federal " N/A
FB! Employee
Date(s) Time in Time Out
1/11/90 . 9:20 AM |18:40 PM
1/12/90 :00 AM 13:45 PM
1
Examination Results FI’ 7
DI X | INC [ Pretest Admission Confession X 1
NDI NO Post Test Admission Contession
Comments (Name of Witness or Interpreter) - o
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-CONSENT TO ].fl'l‘ERVlEW WITH POLYGRAI'

PLACE: wAhs kK., pDc .

DATE /~/E-9¢
TIME: vy Brr

Before we bhegin an examination by means of the polygraph
in connection with  yewyr Ilnewledse o ALe m...,,(pf
€ es . por. A\ N, _ N\ N,
NN N NN AN \ NN\
NN N N NN O N

you must understand your rights.

YOUR RIGHTS

You have the right to refuse to take the polyygrajph
test.

If you agreo to take the polygraph test, you have
the right to stop the test at any time.

If you agrer ko take the polygraph test, you have
the right to refuse to answer any individual questions.

WALVER AND CONSENT

I have read this statement of my rights and I under-
stand what my rights are. 1 voluntarily agree to be examined
by means of the polygraph during this interview. 1 understand
and know what 1 am dning. HNo threats or promises have bheen
used against m~ Lo obtain my consent to the use of the polyuraph.
I understand that Lhe examination room (DOES) (omm—__) contain
an observation device and that the examination (WILL) (I )
be monitored or recorded. B

SIGNED Mﬁ__m

(Examinee)

WITNESS:

KA IVA 0]
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INTERROGATION; ADVICE OF RIGHTS

~ YOUR RIGHTS

Place UL DC.
Date  /-yp-90
Time Gy s A

Before we ask you any questions, you must understand your rights.
You have the right to remain silent.
- Anything you say can be used against you in court.

You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask YOu
any questions and to have a lawyer with you during questioning.

If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you before any
questioning if you wish.

If you decide to answer questions now Without.a lawyer present, you
will still have the right to stop answering at any time. You also have the right
to stop answering at any time until you talk to a lawyer.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

1 have read this statement of my rights and I understand what my rights
are. Iam willing to make a statement and answer questions. I do not want a
lawyer at this time. I understand and know what I am doing. No promises or
threats have been made to me and no pressure or coercion of any kind has been

used against me. -
Signed X é;c 4/ *ﬁ;:&zz QZ

Witness:

7C | RN

-d

Witness:

. | )y Jo s aoph e
Time: 994 SAm il Hr e
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SWORNSTATEMEHT

Feruse of trils form, AR 190451 the rucenenr canney {s Office of "Depury Chief of S1off for Personrai.

LOCATION : DATE ) ME
San Salvador, El Salvador'. 5 Jan 90 0930

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MICDLEZ NAME

FILE NUMBER

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER. . GRADE/STATUS

BUCKLAND, ERIC WARREN . MAJY
ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS v
U.S. Mllltary Group El Salvador, APO Miami 34023 77"
\, Eric Warren Buckland . . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNCER OATH

I am writing this statement of my own will and will present all detaiils,
as I khow them, to the best of my ability and as I remember them.

On or about 20 December 1989, I was in the office of the ESAF C-V, COL
Carlos A. Aviles and we were talking about current events, ongoing
projects for PSYOP - essentially the typical, almost daily conversation we
had. During the. course of our discussion, the case of the Jesuits arose
and COL Aviles mentioned that he had some new information about the case.
Before continuing, he repeated several times that I was to use this
information for "Break in Case of Emergency." He then began to tell ‘me - -
the information:
LY

COL Lopez y Lopez had told him (COL Aviles) that LTC Rivas had told

him (COL Lopez y Lopez) that when the investigation of the killings !

had started COL Benavides had approached LTC Rivas and said something i

to the effect of, "I did it. What can you do to help me?" According
‘ to COL Aviles, LTC Rivas was scared and did not know what to do. As a
! result, the investigation slowed and eventually, COL Lopez y Lopez
went to talk to LTC Rivas. During the conversation LTC Rivas told COL
Lopez y Lopez about COL Benavides’ comments. COL Lopez y Lopez then
passed on the information to COL Aviles and COL Aviles told me.
Additionally, he told me that members of the BIRI Atlacatl GOE, lead
by a lieutenent had done the actual killing. The GOE had been working
out of the Escuela Militar during the-offensive.

e o

PRy

I asked COL Aviles who else knew and he said no one. I asked if COL
Ponce knew and The said he believed that he did, but wasn’t sure. He
did not feel that it was his place to tell him. I wanted to know why
they did not arrest COL Benavides right then and COL Aviles said that
nothing could be done until the investigation was-completed. We

.talked about the problem, in general terms and both agreed that the
lkillings made no sense.

In subsequent discussions, I continued to ask about the investigation
and COL Aviles told me that it was going well. One lieutenant from
the Atlacatl had been questioned a few times and had done poorly with
the polygraph - according to COL Aviles, the lieutenant had several
excuses for why he had done pobrly on the polygraph and that he '
appeared to be nervous. The Colonel also stated that the troops from
the Atlacatl]l were being. questloned and that their stories were
starting to conflict. During our last discussion about the issue, COL’
Aviles ‘o-d me that he had seen COL Benavides briefly s+ the Escuela
Militar and that he looked like he had not eaten, was losing weight

and seemed worried. &@ﬂéhgf /%Aéhd' EW/E

[+ 3.1) 154 INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT
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ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STATENMENT OF___TAKEN AT __ DATED __ CONTINUED.’*
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BE INITIALED AS “PAGE__ OF__ PAGES."* WHEN ADDITIONAL PAGES ARE UTILIZED, THE BACX OF PAGE ] WILL
BE LINED OUT, AND THE STATEMENT WiLL BE CONCLUDED ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF ANOTHER COPY OF THIS FORV.
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B 3 . AFFIDAVIT

. Eric Warren Buckland
MENT wHicH FECINS ON PAGE | AND ENOS ON PAGE__ 1 . | FULLY UNDERSTANO THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT
MACE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND NAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAG
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. | HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR AEWARC, WITHOUT THRE
OF PUNISHMENT, ARG WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT. R
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(Signatuws of Porson Making Statoment)
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%—% éﬂ‘ - %L? ) : "Subssribed ond swermn te befere me, 0 porsen svtherised by low
IBYRTO RIVERA-VELE: e edminister soths, this Sth dey of Jdnuary , 19 90

MAVE READ OR MAVE HAD READ TO ME TNIS STATE:

U.S. Military Group, El Salvador e¢ USMILGP, US Embassy, El Salvador
APO Miami 34023 :
ORGANIZATION OA AGDAESS é\/f«m (R, -

' TStanans of Peroan Adminioterind, O2th)

" MILTON R. MENJIVAR . -
(Typod Name of Perean Adninisisring Ooth)

SRCANIZATION GR AGORESS CCL, COMMANDER USMILGP, EL SALVADOR
(Autherity Te Adminieier Oatha)
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Continuation of FD-498:

. of Central America. Major BUCKLAND became aware of this information
several weeks before the Jesuits were murdered. He was also advised
on the afternoon of November 16 that the operation would take place.

Major BUCKLAND denied being involved in these murders in any
way. He stated that the reason it took him so long to come forward
was because of his affection and loyalty to the people of El Salvador.:
He stated that he did not advise U.S. military officials of his knowledge
prior to the murders because he felt the U.S. would mishandle the

situation.

An additionai"polygraph examination was conducted on 1/12/90
during which theAfolIOWing relevant question were asked:

A. Is what you told me about your talks with Colonel Aviles
the truth? Answer: Yes. '

B. Did you discuss the operation at the UCA with
Colonel Aviles prior to November 16, 19897 Answer: Yes.

C. To the best of your knowledge did you tell the truth
about the Jesuits? Answer: Yes.

It is the opinion of the examiner that the results of this
examination were inconclusive.

Major BUCKLAND provided specific information regarding his
knowledge of the Jesuit killings during a lengthy interview on 1/12/90
which was recorded on video tape. This video tape has been entered
into evidence at FBIHQ (#00116093 PQl X0) and will be maintained at the
Polygraph Unit, FBIHQ, GRB, Suite 2. '



O , . Mr. Hicks
RIE: UNSUBS;

SHOOTING ©F SI¥ JESUIT PRIESTS
IN SAN SALVANOR, RL SALVADOQR;
FPS - MURDER

00: TFBINy

As you arn~ aware, the ‘Laboratory Diviacion has bheen
Drovidiag aszistanss in support of the investiaation of Ehe mader
o six Jasuit pricsts which took place during tha ccening hours
e oL 89 at the Inivoersity of Central America (MCA) In this
7L Coiard, SR our polvaraph c=amineyr [rom
Antonio Miwision, returned to Bl Salvador an 1,5.90 b
oassistina their Special Investiyationy "init (816,

L AUy MRIor (Speaial Forces/Psychelaogical «qwrakions) on

Qiv 1,797, ap _notifi_e"l me by phone khat o

L Poporary assignment o serve with the Army of 1 Ralvador had
7 cenftact>d UGS, officinls - ak our Embassy in San Salvador ond
provided Informat N reagnrdi ng this matter.

According o G.T\- Major ERIC W, BUCPTLAND, white
M oer. o ade 3%, crepertod that he had learned from his counbo park
N oThe Army of El Snalvador, a Col. AVILES, th~ identity of one
the 21 Salvador Avmy o(ficers responsible for the murider of
GeoJesuits. SA RECOBEDO stated that Major RBUCVLAND voport ~d
1(' Liint he received this information in late Desamber 1989,  the
HMafer was questionnd by 84 and given a2 polyaraph tosth
Toedardiing this information. SA stated that after finishing
“he amims he concluded that Major BUCKLAND was not Loing completoty
traihiai and that he did not pass the Tollowing ostinons:

1. Is anvthing in your statzment a iin? Answer: No.

2. Did ven make up anything about what Col. AVILES
told you? Answer: No.

1 - Mr. ilicks
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Note ftom—to Mr. Hicks

Re: UNSUBS;
SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS
IN SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR;
FPS - MURDER :

00: FBIHQ

3. Did you lie about what Col. AVILES told you?

Answer: No.
. . 7¢
According to SA— he,— believed that
Major BUCKLAND was providing some information which was truthful;

however, he was either withholding or embellishing on other
points in his statement.

Major BUCKLAND subsequently returned to Fert Bragg,
North Carolina, and on 1/10/90 reported to FBIHQ at the invitation
of the CLIA. He was interviewed on 1/10/90 and again cn 1,11/90
after which he was given a polygraph examination to verify his
statements. It was determined after this examination that the
Major was still not completely truthful. During subsequent
guestiong, Major BUCKLAND admitted that he had become aware of
the plans by certain officers of the Army of El Salvador to cenduct
a military operaticn against the University of Cantral America
several weeks before the Jesuits were murdered. According to
Major BUCKLAND, Col. AVILES told him that the intent of this
operation was to clean up the UCA and the Jesuit priest ELLA CCRIA
was named specifically as a target. Major BUCKLAND said that
Col. AVILES had gotten this information from Col. BENAVIDEZ who
in fact was going to carry out the operation.

Major BUCKLAND continued that on the afterncon of the
killing, 11/16/89, at about 2 or 3 p.m. Col. AVILES confided
in him that the Army was going to clean the UCA that evening
and the operation would be led by the ATLATCAL. He continued
that later that evening, around midnight, Col. AVILES visited
with him at his quarters which was located about 800 meters
from the UCA. During this visit, he, Col. AVILES and U.S. Army
Captain CARLOS PUENTAS, who shared quarters with BUCKLAND, heard
rapid firing from the UCA.

Major BUCKLAND denied being involved in these murders
in any way. He stated that the reason it took him so long to
come forward was because of his affection and loyalty to the
people of El Salvador.
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Note from [P c »r- Hicks

Re: UNSUBS;
SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS
IN SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR;
FPS - MURDER

00: FBIHQ

He stated that he did not advise U.S. military officials
of his knowledge prior to the murders because he felt the U.S.
would mishandle the situation.

Major BUCKLAND provided specific details of this matter
during a lengthy interview on 1/12/90 which was recorded on .
‘video tape.

At the completion of this session, he was afforded a
pclygraph examination which focused on whether he had been completely
truthful. The results were inconclusive.
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 Ambassador David C. Miller X
Special Assistant to the President -
For National Security Affairs '
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e

National Security Council :f;:;;;--w:rér?igﬁﬂ,ﬁ
OEOB, Room 302 : : , o Eb_ﬂ- )
- Washington, D.C. 20506 : e b waiida

| T30 |0l
Dear Ambassador Miller: #74"8 qhuqsl 5000,&&/

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation's report concerning the inquiry into
allegations ofpistreatment of two alleged witnesses to the
murders of six Jesuit Priests in San Salvador, El1 Salvador.

Should you have any questions regarding this report, or
need any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Sinecerely yours,

William M. Baker
Assistant Director
Criminal Investigative Division
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goril 17, 1990

Honorable Lee H. Hamilton
Chairman
/Subcommittee on Europe
and the Middle East

~ Committee on Foreign Affairs f;
tes

House .
Washlngfih, D.C. -171;:? n T—- ;*xg;‘ . ~.-

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In your recent letter to Director Sessions you noted
that the House Speaker's Special Task Force on El1 Salvador is
monitoring the investigation of the murder of the six Jesuit
priests in El Salvador during November, 1989. As you have also
noted, the FBI provided assistance to the Special Investigative
Unit (SIU) of E1l Salvador by conducting polygraph examinations
and furnishing forensic laboratory services.

You also asked several other questions which request
particular details of the SIU's investigation. Because this is a
pending criminal matter, I am unable to provide the specific
information you request. We have a limited role and we are not
in a position to judge the quality of the whole investigation.

: We adv1sed Mike Van Dusen and David Weiner of your
staff about the limited role we have in the investigation. I
would be happy to arrange a briefing for you to explain our
procedure in responding to requests for law enforcement
assistance in foreign police cooperation matters.

I hope this information is of assistance to you.

Sincerely yours,
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- Honorable Joe Moakley /63 - é /055"/4%

- House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.
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Honorable Lee H. Hamilton’

Note: By letter dated January 22, 1990, Chairman LEE H.
HAMILTON, Subcommittee on Europe and Middle East, House Committee
on Foreign Affairs, wrote to advise that he is a member of the
House Speaker's Special Task Force on El Salvador and he '
requested information regarding the SIU's investigation into the
murder of six Jesuit priests in El Salvador. 1In our response, we
described the assistance provided by the FBI. This response was
coordinated with Inspector MARTIN V. HALE, Office of Liaison and
International Affairs. Congressional Affairs Office (CAO)

--.advised MICHAEL H. VAN DUSEN, Staff Director, House Subcommittee

on Europe and the Middle East, of the general nature of our reply
and the constraints we are under in commenting on pending
criminal matters. VAN DUSEN advised he understood, and he said
that it may be helpful to offer a briefing to Chairman HAMILTON.
.CAO believes this is reasonable. .

On March 7, 1990, we advised DAVID WEINER of HAMILTON's
staff that the investigation is still pending, and that we would
offer a briefing.

’



Acting Assistant Attorney General | May 5, 1990
Office of Legislative Affairs '

Director, FBI

FBI RESPONSE TO REQUEST FROM CHAIRMAN DON EDWARDS,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, REQUEST FOR FBI
RECORDS AND BRIEFING REGARDING THE MURDER OF

JESUIT PRIESTS IN EL SALVADOR
’B ACTION MEMORANDUM
*\ By letter dated January 2, 1990, Chairman Don Edwards
~ requested access to FBI records and a follow-up briefing
D regardlng our handling of two reported witnesses to the murder of
;‘&JQ\ the six Jesuit priests, their cook, and her daughter in
\ El Salvador on November 16, 1989. A copy of Chairman Edwards'

NS ’
Please forward the enclosed response Questions may be

addressed to SSA— Congressional Affairs Office, Ext.
. 324-4515.
Enclosures (2) qub
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Honorable Don Edwards May 5, 1990
Chairman , !
Subcommittee on Civil and
Constitutional Rights
Committee on the Judiciary
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Chairman: | ) :L,L\_jf}jlgf‘ » g ‘ . t/_’ 4"’) JR_

+ e M—— - e

In your letter of January 2, 1990, you advised that the
Subcommittee is conducting a review of the FBI's treatment of
Lucia Barrera de Cerna and her husband Jorge Alberto Cerna
Ramirez. Mrs. Cerna was reported to have seen the individuals
who killed the six Jesuit priests, their cook, and daughter in
El Salvador on November 16, 1989._ ﬁf-}l*ia ~f =~
: : i s ATt BRSO S

In accordance with your request, “we have located FBI
records regarding our handling of the Cernas. These records
have been reviewed by our Legal Counsel Division and are
available for review at FBI Headquarters. We can also provide a
follow-up briefing by Inspector Martin V. Hale, if that would be
helpful. -

Oour Congressional Affairs Office looks forward to —
discussing this issue with you and I believe you will see that
the FBI treated the Cernas with professional care and
understanding. '

/Z%/‘{&%?{M%?ﬁ Sincerely yours,

:..,b.......s'.:uil' - 3 .
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
ATTN: OFFICE OF LIAISON AND INTERNATIONAL

AFFAIRS (OLIA) U
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (163A-HQ-61055) (C-3) (RUC) gw”ﬁﬂ#g

! : 174%/
 SUBJECT: UNSUBS; \.\\\ I
MURDER OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS, _ A‘\J \“\w
SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR; /.. US3
11/16/89; | “ge\ 1%7
FPC-MURDER ; W

O0: BUREAU

Enclosed for the Bureau are seven (7) original
FD-302% containing the results of Miami's investigation
in captloned matter

e - — PO, - . -

In as much as there is no outstanding investigation
to be conducted in this case, Miami is placing this matter
in RUC status.

Bureau (Enc. 7)
iami
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The attached documents are the translated versions
of LUCIA BARRERA DE CERNA“s testimony before a Magistrate in
El Salvador. Copies of the originals in Spanish were provided
by Colonel MANUEL RIVAS, Director of E1 Salvador Special
Investigative Unit (SIU).
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Passage "A" Colonia La Mascota, Number 4546, S.S.

seven ten
twenty-three November
eighty-nine : Witness, Lucia

Barrera de Cermna
C.I/P.N.-4-000946, "Held on 19th June, 85
at Antiqua Cucatlan
as has been wfitten
44 worker (domestic)
Reparto Sn. Fernando, Section 4, ﬁouse .
number 53D, Soyapango

“"none” ' nor "without”

Whereas, upon request issued by the Department of the
Public Prosecutor, in an effort to extend the case at hand, the

witness hereby states:

That during the time in which the acts of violence took
place, as related in the preceeding statement, her husband and
her daughter remained in bed during the entire period in which
salid events took place. bﬂpon re-questioning by the prosecutor,
namely, his Honor, Saul Rigoberto Zelaya Castillo, attorney-at-

law, through whom questions were answvered, vitness states:

That when she began to walk toward her dwelling, number

- fifteen, speaker was not certain vhether or not Father Nachito

would be waiting for her at aforenentionedmlW_ORm_HUN‘GBmMN[p
HEREH S UMCLASSIFIED

AATE 2hd)es BY



person witnessing arrived at house number fifteen and walked into
the house, and during the time she remained in the house, Father
Fachito vas the only one there - no other person was there.

That, the last time she saw Father Nachito, wvas approximately
four-twenty in the afternoon on Wednesday thé fifteenth. That
house number sixteen; has based in witness” knowledge, three
bedrooms on the second flbor; a stairwvay leading to where the
dining room waé before;>on the lover part, where there is a door
that 1leads to the inner part facing an inner patio, where fhere
are some clothes lines, aﬁd next, the two bedrooms adjoined by a
single bathroom. Speaker chose one of these bedrooms facing the
fnside of ;UCA", from where there could be seen part of the small

hallway, 1nc1uding the sidewall and the backside of the chapel

known as “"Mon Senor Oscar Arnulfo Romero™.

That, wvhen she reTerred to in her previous statement as
“"camouflaged uniforms”, she was referring to those uniforams made
up‘of a number éf colors as she has seen worn by soldiers on the
street; that insofar as the caps vere concerned, these had a

short projecting bria or visor.

That, as Father Nachito screamed, speaker was able to

trace his voice as coming from the residence of the Priests, not

being able to ascertain if the aforementioned priest was in or

out of the house.



That the house (of) which speaker refers to, is the one
in which the priests had their quarters, within "UCA". That,
after the bomd explosions; she did not hear any footsteps or
anything; neither can phe establish vhich way they left -- it
would seem as though they had descended straight from heaven, nor
did she hear the sound of any engine on its way out, and as
stated, she heard nothing. That, when witness approached the
area to see what had happened, and followed the small corridor
" leading to the Father”s residence, the three rooms found on the
corridor were open, noﬁicing the tvo women already dead in the
first one; in the second one she was able to grasp sight of a
plece of pinéapple in a8 vase, which led her to believe that the
place was the diﬁing room, and in the adjoining room there were a
few armchairs. Not having walked Qp the steps to the Priest”s
quarters, she therefore was unable to find out 1f the Priests”
quarters were left open or closed. That, witness upon spotting,
the bodes was by herself; that grief expressed by witness was
hers alone, and that she wanted to be of some assistance.
That, when she arrived at the house where her husband snu her
daughter were, she informed her husband of what had happened,
telling him at the same time, that she was going to get her
documents as they were requesting them, grabbing hold of her
"purse and walking straightforward to house number 50, located on
Calle Mediterraneo, in order that she might inform Father Ibis,
referring to Father Ibisate; and that was vhen Father Pedra:za
came out, that when person making the present statement asked

Father Nachito why he did not leave the country, she had said so



as.there wvere shootouts breiking out all over the place, and’
because she wanted to overbrotéct him,'given”her fondness for
him; and it wvas then that the Father replied that one must work.
That the radio Father Nachito carried with him was a small one,
and he always had it in his hand, 1ifting the little antenna it
bhad, and he vould.always valk about listening to his music. That
ever sin6e~the.shootout began in the wooded area of the ““UCA"
unit.she heard the detonations of the two bombs, and evetything
concluded, she figures thgt one half hour would have gone by.
That in the room where she was 1ocated, she.vould imagine thé
wooded area on the left-hand side. That when she arrived at
house 50 to give a full account of the developments, the man whom
witness referred to during the developments aforementioned was in
the garage, the one who had said that it was a miracle he had
saved himself. Being the very first time she had seen him, ghe
only noticed that his pants had two 'paletopes' (bit weds), and
she really does not know if she would be able to recognize him if
she sav him again. That Father Nachito“s telephone, the one ghe
dialed, was tventy-four-zero-nine~thirty-three. That speaker,
ever since the acts of violence toQk place, has been staying at
her mother”s who lives in Antiquo Cuscatlan, but whose exact
address is not known. That oﬁ Monday she appeared before

" Provincial Curia or Rectory where she also wvorks.

Whereas this is all that she has to attest to, holding
it to be the truth based on an eyewitness report; having the

present testimony been read, she ratifies and signs it as to the



"~

members of the District Attorney“s Office, namely, Saul Rigoberto
Zelaya Castillo, attorney at law, and Sotero Consuet Diaz, Esq.,
Amented, viz - gcrip - testate ~- court of law -

no scrip

Translated by LS- %70
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Witness Testimony

B2
San Benito, San Salvador

On Calle Reforma, at one hu}jred“and sixty-foui,
Colonial at the fourteenth hour of-iénd November, 1989.
Appearing in person,;- -Lucia Barrera de Cérna, witness, who
identifies heréelf with personal identification N-4-7-000946,

issued 19th June 1985, was sworn and instructed of the penalties

incurred on those who make false statements.

Héving thus given her name as noted above, 44 years
old, occupation —“employed, residing at Reparto Sr. Fernando,
Section 4, Casa 53D, Soyapango, promised to tell the truth upon
questioning by préper authorities, that, expressing no particular
interest nor inability to testify on the present trial,
questioned on the events at hand undgr subpoena 1ssued

confesses:

That there are no ties of any personal relationship
between her and the Jesuits who died, nor between her and Mrs.
Elba Julia Ramos, nor with her daughter Celina Marisela Ramos,

who as of today have also died.

That the witness was working, in charge of domestic

chores at the Rectory of the Universidad CentroAmericana, "Jose



Simeon Canas"”, since 1982 under the orders of Chief of
- Maintenance, Mr. Raul-Mendoza, who is in turn Father Rogelio

Peldra”s custodian.

That on the 15th daybof the present month the witness
left her residence located at the address mentioned above, close
to six o“clock in the morning, accompanied by her husband, Jorge
Alberto Cerna, ahd her daughter, Idalia Gerardina Cermna, five
years old, en route to this city, arriving between ten-thirt§ and
eleven in the morning of tﬁat same day, and having phoped Padre
Nachito, referring to Father Ignacio Marta Barco, from the public
phones located near Capri Furniture Store, opposite of the
moviehouse Apolo,>célling him at his office, although witness
knew beforehand in spite of the fact that he was not Qorking,
"UCA" personnel =-- the referred to Father, would be in his

office, which is the Vice-Rectory, who was therefore informed.

That she needed hélp as gshe was running away from
'Soyapango and found herself helplessly alone, asking him to givé
her shelter, to which the Father abovementioned said that there
would be no problem, that she could go to house fifteen of Calle
Cant;brico in Colonia Jardines de Guadalupe, located in this
city, indicatiﬁg not knowing time of arrival, awvare that the
referred to Father was strict, as she was traveling on foot and
looking for transportation in order to get there. Having arrived
at house fifteen as mentioned earlier, at about two in the

afternoon of the same day, having both her husband and her



daughter stayed behind taking care of the luggage, not far from
"Big Boys" bus{Pgss diétri;t. A vitness Valkedrpgjgrd house
ﬁumber fifteen ;f aforementioned’;treét, at the firs£ ring,
Father Nachito came out to receive her. Witness declares:

She asked for forgiveness as she had come to
inconvenience him. At this Father replied: "Hey, listen!
That“s what we re here f;£ - ;oday you; tomorrow me”, showing her
to the rooms that were vacant so that she could choose. Having
chosen one of the two rooms that were vacant at house sixteen,
admitting to the Father that her only shelter was a bedspread.
At this the Father asked her not fo worry about anything. “"We“re
golng to resolve ;his, come on . « . .« And so, the witness went
with the Father t0var& the prigst’s quarfers, within “"UCA". Upon
opening a room on the left-hand side, the referred to Father
told her to take out a mattress from in there, to which the
witness advised him that her husband and daughter be given
permission to go in the house also, since they too were with her.
At this point, the Father replied they would then need two
mattresses. Having taken them, witness and Father returned
together to hﬁuse sixteen, where they chaéted over current
events affecting the country and it was then that the Father
{nformed her that within the past few days, soldiers had come to
conduct a search and that they behaved correctly. It was then
when [the] witness @ffefed herself to cook dinner for them. At
this Father replied while walking toward his quarters, "By the

way, the other workers have not shown up; they haven“t been able

to go by Tecla”.



”Ihat previously while she chatted vi;h,the Fafher she
had told him that better yet, why shouldn”t hé leave the country
to go visit other places since she would joke around with him
like that. He replied-that he wouldﬁ’t because he had work to

do.

That when she offered herself-to cook for them the
Father replied, "We“ll see, we ll gsee . . « ". Later on, the
witness and her family retﬁrned to house sixteen at about four in
the afternoon and began to wash and to dry some wet clothes
bbrought aiong, returning once égain to the Father at about four-
thirty in the aftg:noon to find out if they had already gone by,
and it was then that ﬁhe witness introduced her husband, and
after having-discussed the country“s situation with her husband,
he asked the witness if she had taken along bedsheets, at which
point she replied that she had only taken one for her child, and
so the Father indicated that she wbuld need another blanket, that
"he would get it for her. He left for the‘house but returmed
right away and so, hereby,.the witness, upon hearing the music
céming from his swall radio, ram out to n;et him and she asked
him what he had decided, whether or not she would cook for him.
The Father responded that he had been sent the wife of one of the
Security officers, but did not go into specifics. Witness went
about to bed at about seven o“clock since there was no light,

after heating some water in a washbasin by using old newspaper

sheets that were about the house. Falling asleep almost



immediately due to sheer exhaustion, the§ awoke some time later
at about one ~0”clock in the morning on Thuréday, the gixteenth,
and this because of the shooting that coﬁld.be heard within
"UCA". Witness is of the'opinion that said shooting took pPlace
near the woods in the "UCA" locality; and seconds later, she
heard noises produced by the doors>at the Fathers” quarters as if
they were being opened and shut by slamming them, while the
shpoting, although less audible, continued. . . As a result
witnéss got up.slowly and'barefoot, she ﬁegan walking toward the
adjacent room, finding a spot on thevwindow that faces thg
inside of the Father’s qﬁarters, from where it could be observed
parts of the hallway of the domicile, listening to faint voices
but unable to distinquish wh;t was being‘said,_save for Father
NACHITO s being ébie.to hear what ﬁe sald. Witness states that
he said that it was an injustice, that they were nothing but
trash. When person listening approached the window, she saw five
subjects, two of whom were posted in front of the stairway
leading to side section of the chapel known as "Mon Senor
Romero”, located in the aforementioned university, and there,
some 1nd1§1duéls were at the Father”s residence. Person
witnessing was able to notice that these subjects were attired in
camouflaged uniforms wvearing dark caps which hid their faces.
They were tall and strongly built. Their shoes were not seen.
Witness was able to see all of this, given the moon”s glow, which
made 1t as clear as daylight. Witness adds that she did not see

any emblems worn by the individuals or any other viaible signs.



That the other three individuals wefe on tﬁe left-hand
side of those who were shoofing,rbut those were not made visible
'by the moon”s ligﬂt,rbut witness waélable to tell thaf these
individuals wore dark uniforms, but not completely black, but
they had seemed much darker and that aforementioned subjects wore
caps just as the other two described previously. That, during
all this time, the shooting continued an& 80 did the opening and
shu;ting of doors, and that some time later the five subjects
walked along the small hallﬁay toward the Father”s quarters.
Not being able to see any farther, pérson who witnesses, as the
sidewall located on the aforementioned place blocked her view,
but hearing a more intense noise of the shooting and Father
NACRITO spoke no mﬁre. No other voices were heard. An interval
of silence follbwed lasting just a few seconds approximately,
vhile the sound of furniture being dragged was heard, and sounds
of the violent brushing aside of glass and something was being
hauled, but witness was unable to see anything - always at the
window referred to previously - returniﬁg to the mattress where
she sat down and her husband reprimanded her and told her: "You
could“ve gotten shot for being nosey”, as witness broke into
tears figuring out what might have happeﬁed, not being able to
hear the Father. Moments later, she heard a bomb explosion
within the quarters of the "UCA" and second later, a second bomb
wvent off - always within the "UCA" campus and followed by a grave
silence; upon which, person witnessing fell asleep up until five-
thirty in the morning as she was undergoing a nightmare. It was

then that she awoke, and rising, she walked toward the bathroom



to make up'a 1itt1e,rawaiting the hour of six in the morning in
order that she gight go and find out what had happened at the
Father“s residence. At the onset,, she first came across the
women“s slaughtered bodies thrown about. Walking forward,
noticing that the dorﬁitories were open, rumning on toward the
priest”s quarters, noticing a blue bulge, recogni?ing Father
NACHITO blood stains on his head, moving onwafds-a bit farther,
she saw a white head. At thi;“point, witness stopped herself and
she begén walking toward her quarters to get her purse and her
documents and she set out to inform on the events at the house of
Calle Mediterraneo Fifty, being received there by Father PEDRAZA,
whom she gave due report of what had taken place. While she was
there, she listened to a man explain that he had been saved by a
miracle of God since he had been standing ét.the room and managed
to hide behind some wooden boards. What he did lament were his
wife and daughter. Witness returned back with the Priests to the
site where the killings had occurred. Witness declared that
FATHER CHEMA that is to say, Father TOJERCA instructed her to
- control herself so that the rest of the people would not notice
that she was érying. The Prosecutor”s Office of this State
requested the foregoing testimony to be'sérved the following day
in light of the fact that it was five-thirty in the afternoon and
presently there was an imposed curfew. Not having anything else
to attest to, we hereby conclude the testimony at hand as it is
2all that there is to be stated to be the truth. The present
deélaration was read and it is ratified as evidence, hereby signs

Jointly with the assigned members of the District Attormey’s



Office of the Republic - SAUL iIFOBERTO ZELAYA CASTILLO, Esq.,
and SOTERO CONSUET DIEZ, Esq. testate - the court of law - W -
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

ion 552 tion 552a -
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[ Information pertainea only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request.

TJ Information pertained only to a third party. ‘Your name is listed in the title only.

O Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred .
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies). - :

A Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): duplicate of material which is processed

elsevhere - see 163-HQ-61055- enclosure to 67, Tab A/ (document # 45 )

O For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding tht;e/ pages:
163-10-61055- /5D gueld ( W %7 fnel)
77 - 77
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.. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
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[0 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

ion 552 ion 552a
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O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request.

O Information pertained only to a third party. ‘Your name is listed in the title only.

O Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasabxhty of this informatica following our consultation
with the other agency(ies). -

ﬁf‘age(s) withheld for the following reason(s): Guplicate of material which is processed

elsevhere - see 163-HQ-61055- enclosure to 67, Tab £~ (document # 957 )

O For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding thes pages:
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Documents in this release : P 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0960.6000.000 ¢
are in date order. : X DELETED PAGE(S) X
000X X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
0000 : X FOR THIS PAGE X

FBI/DOJ



4-750 (Rev. 12-

14-88) + ]

)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld efiiirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material

available for release to you.-
ion 552

O X

O (b))

O (6)3)

0O (b)4)
I (®)5)
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0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred

to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation

with the other agency(ies). -

\5 Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): duplicate of material which is processed

O
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(document # 457 )

For your information:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
__Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following

statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

[3J Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you. )

Section 552 ion 552a
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[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
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statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

[ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to vou.

Section 552 Section 552a
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request.
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Xl Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

k] For your information: this is a Department of State communication
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&] The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

:é Page(s) withheld enurely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
—.~- statements, where indicated, explam this deletion.

(O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a
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O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request. :

O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

& Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
- to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

k] For your information: this is a Department of State commuynication
dated 7/&0/ 20

] The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

163-1Q-61055- /38 (Document #/¥%
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SUB JE JESUIT CASE UPDATE 70.
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED MEREIN IS CLASSIFIED

wcoNFIgNTIAL", . L e
: \ S

RE: DOS CABLE #978'1H9AIED 7/2090.

THE FOLLOWING CABLE WAS RECEIVED BY LEGAT, MEXICO CITY:

ON JULY 18, 1990, JUDGE RICARDO ALFREDD ZAMORA TOLD THE
ASSISTANT LEGAL OFFICER (A/LO) THAT HE STILL BELIEVES THE ORDERS=
OF-THE-DAY REGISTER (LIBRO DE ORDENES3 SEE REFTEL As PARAGRAPH 3)

IS A FAKE. HOWEVER, HE HAS REVERSED HIS PLANS TO TAKE THE

(3 - o] 055,




" PAGE (WO qifgs? 0001 CONGFID TIAL
"REGISTER TO THE UNITED STATES FOR SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATION (SEE
REFTEL B, PARAGRAPH 3) BECAUSE; ME SAYS, SALVADORAN LAW MAKES IT

IMPDSSIBLE FOR HIM TO TAKE EVIDENCE OUT OF THE COUNTRY.

THEREFDRE, HE REQUESTS THAT Fa1 TechnicIans [ GG «~

—cone TO EL SALVADOR AND HE WILL SWEAR THEM IN

AS AGENTS OF THE COURT. THE JUDGE BELIEVES THAT, DONE IN THIS

WAYs THEIR RESULTS WILL BE ADMISSIBLE IN SALVADORAN COURT.

COMMENT: WHILE HAVING FBI PERSONNEL SWORN IN AS AGENTS OF A
FOREIGN COURT MIGHT RAISE LEGAL DIFFICULTIES FOR THE FBI, IT IS

- L )
VERY IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE FORTHCOMING ON THIS ISSUE. "END - (/5

4 ¢ 7 ¢ —t

COMMENT., -

ACTION: POST REQUESTS DEPARTMENT CDNTACT FBI FOR
APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE.

ON 7/23/90 LEGAT, MEXICO CITY IELEPHDNIC&LLY CDNTACTED THE
OFFICE OF LEGAL AFFAIRS, RICK CHIDESTERp‘L-SQ‘EHBASSY, S AN
SALVADORy EL SALVADIR RE&\RDINGJTHIS&HATTER. UeSe EMBASSYs EL
SALVADDR WILL PAY ALL TRA&SPORTATION COSTS AND RELATED EXPENSES
FOR THE TRAVEL OF THE TWO LAB SPECIALIST REFERRED TO ABOVE?‘

LEGAT, HEXICD CITY RECOMMENDS THAT THIS REQUEST BE IQEN ‘
EVERY CONSIDERATION IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE SALVADORAN

GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO REQUEST U.Se. EMBASSY AND FBI ASSISTANCE

| 63-0l0

A - L . .
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Memorandum

To Mr. Davis
J. W, Hi kS\

Subject : ~ JESUIT CASE

Date  7/25/90

: Reference teletype from American Embassy San Salvador
to U.S. State Department dated 7/20/90 - copy attached.

PURPOSE:
Laboratory personnel travel
examination of evidence.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 1.

To respond to referenced teletype requesting FBI

to E1 Salvador to conduct a field

That lLegal Counsel Division advise the

Laboratory Division what if any difficulties occur if FBI
personnel are sworn in as agents of a foreign court.

Adm. Sarvs.

APPROVED: Lega: Ccun Off. of Liaison
ove Crim tny °f:g:a Kpne & Int Affs, _\‘ZM
Director : !" Tech Sons "F ot A
Dep Dir. . !msnclteos Trarieg g Al
ACO-AJm. " _ A »r:; .\_‘f o
AcD-inv. ___L‘_W N -
2. That OLIA via Iegéi Mexico City advise- approprlate

Salvadoran judicial officials of the Laboratory Division's
concern regarding field examination of evidence.

APPROVED: Adm. Servs. & “em Toun, Off. of L:aison
Crim. Inv, Rec. N e & int. Affs __.M
glerpectgrr i :dent. Tech. Serus. oH. of
. Dir. _ < I £  pubii
Rea. Dir. ':té::fctlon — Iroanlgln T — Pubtic Affs,
ADD-Inv. Laboratory é&%{_(m of EEO .
ny ,ﬁﬁ
3. That OLIA, with Department of State cancurrence,

approve Laboratory Division

involvement and any necessary foreign

Exec AD Adm.
Exec AD lav.
Exec AD LES
Asst, Dir.:
Adm. Servs.
Crim. inv,
ldent.

Inspe oo
Inteil.
Lab.
Legel Coun.
Off. Cong. &
Public Abtfs,
Rec. Mogat,
Tech. Servs.
Treining
Telophone Rm.

Directer's Sec’y .

travel 1n 1s matter. /65 é/05§— /5_/
bb H /U PPROVED Adm. Servs, Lega' Caun. f
s S — 3 R S0 Al
R Director dent, _ Tech. Servs. Off. of -
* o ZI ' RDD-Ac e o Training " Public Aff
B/ ADD-Adm intell, 1 Cong. Atfs O ublic Affs.
Y TR ADD-Inv.—____ Laborato Off. of EEQ _
(L\\ -\\\‘w_ / K ‘ . ————————
& 4409 Ror A »

Enclosure
.1 = Mr. Hicks, Room 3090 (Enclosure)
.+ 1 - Mr. Davis, Room 7427 (Enclosure)
1L/ l-Mr Room 7443 (Enclosure)
l1 - Mr Room 3206 (Enclosure)
l—Mro

Room 3232 (Enclosure)

SEE OLiA ADDENDIM

/54

DAGES) 3

(CONTINUED - OVER)

fheciment



Memorandum from J. W. Hicks to Mr. Davis
Re: JESUIT CASE -

DETAIIS: For background, on 7/12/90, SA legat,
Mexico City, telephoned Unit Chief ent
Section, Laboratory Division. He asked whether or not we were

able to examine evidence in referenced case as a matter of

foreign police cooperation. SA old him that we had
conducted these types of examinations in the past and saw no
reason whr we would not do so in this matter. At that time,

SA advised that he would send evidence in the captioned
matter to the Laboratory Division for examination. He further
advised that the Salvadoran court required the names of a primary
and alternate examiner who would conduct these examinations.

sa was given the names SSA_ primary, and
Sss alternate.

Referenced teletype indicates that on 7/18/90 Judge
RICARDO ALFREDO ZAMORA reversed his plan to send the evidence to
the FBI Laboratory stating Salvadoran law makes it impossible to
send evidence out of the country. The teletype requests that FBI
Laboratory examiners travel to El Salvador and conduct
appropriate examinations in that country. In conjunction with
this, the Judge will swear the examiner in as an agent of the
Salvadoran court. '

The only description of the examination to be conducted
is a reference to the fact that the Judge "still believes the
orders-of-the-day register (Libro De Ordenes ...) is a fake."

Referenced teletype also states that having FBI
personnel sworn in as agents of a foreign court might raise legal
difficulties for the FBI.

The Laboratory Division raises no objection to sending

. an examiner to El Salvador to conduct the requested examination.

However, the examination of an official document believed to be a
"fake" will probably require the resources of more than a field
document examination. A thorough examination (ink and paper,
indented writing, comparison with standards, et cetera) will
probably require the document in question to ultimately be
submitted to the Laboratory. For this reason, the Laboratory
requests that Legat, Mexico City recontact appropriate Salvadoran
judicial officials with our concerns that a thorough and
technologically comprehensive examination cannot be conducted
outside a proper laboratory environment. SS as
been advised that she is the primary examiner s er.




Memorandum from J.W. Hicks to Mr. Davis, dated 7/25/90
Re: Jesuit Case

Addendum: iifiée of gz*aison and Internétional Affairs (QOLIA)
8/2

By enclosed teletype dated July 28, 1990 (see enclosure
#2), the American Embassy, San Salvador, clarified the request in
their July 20, 1990, teletype regarding travel of Laboratory
personnel to El Salvador. Judge Zamora is not requesting that
FBI technicians conduct a field examination in El Salvador,
rather, once the technician is sworn in, Judge Zamora will give
the evidence to the technician, who will bring it back to FBIHQ -
Laboratory for analysis. The technician should be prepared to
return to El Salvador to explain how the analysis was done and
submit to cross-examination from prosecutors and defense
attorneys.

For the information of Legal Counsel, the State
Department has advised that the U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, has
- offered to pay all transportation costs and related expenses for
travel of Laboratory personnel to El Salvador. Per established
policy, salaries and other related expenses for laboratory and
- identification services provided by the FBI are borne by the
FBI. To the extent authorized by Title 5, United States Code,
Sections 5751(b) and 7342(c)(1)(B)(ii), FBI personnel may accept
renumeration for expenses related to travel taking place entirel
outside the United States from countries requesting FBI :
assistance.

In addition to advising what, if any, difficulties
occur if FBI personnel are sworn in as agents of a foreign court,
‘Legal Counsel is aiso requested to provide their opinions
regarding State Department's offer to pay costs re this matter.
Due to the sensitivity and urgency regarding this matter, Legal
Counsel is requested to advise of their conclusions as
expeditiously as possible.

Lega! Cayn, Rk A L RF T, T, B
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NOTE: This matter was initiated on 7/20/90, following receipt of
a teletype from the American Embassy, San Salvador, requesting
FBI assistance. By way of background, a critical piece of
~evidence regarding this investigation is a register which docu-
ments the actions of military officers suspected of involvement
in the murders of six Jesuit priests. Judge Ricardo Alfreédo
Zamora, who is presiding over this matter, believes that the
register turned over by the military is a forgery and an attempt
by the military officers to cover-up their involvement in the
murders. Zamora bases his belief on the register's apparent new
binding, evident page substitution and alteration of page
numbers. ‘

_ Judge Zamora has requested that an FBI Laboratory examiner
travel to El Salvador, be sworn in as an agent of the Salvadoran
Court, and transport the above-described document to the FBI Lab
for processing. El Salvador rules of evidence require that the
evidence be directly turned over to the examining official, who
must also be a sworn agent of the Salvadoran court. The
examining official is responsible for analyzing and subsequently
providing testimony as to his/her findings. The evidence cannot
be transported to the U.S. by anyone other than the examining
official. - '

The above was coordinated with Legal Counsel Division which
advised that being sworn in as an agent of the Salvadoran Court
is strictly a procedural step and in no way obligates or
restricts the examiner's actions. Legal Counsel Division has no
legal objection to the FBI examiner being sworn in as an "Agent
of the Court."

In conversation with Richard Chidester, Legal Officer,
American Embassy, San Salvador, on 8/10/90, Chidester advised
that he had been contacted by Judge Zamora who advised that it is
imperative that the FBI's document expert take possession of the
evidence on or about 8/13-14/90 for transport to the U.S. Judge
Zamora stated that the defense counsel had petitioned the court
- for a change of venue, which the judge plans to deny during the
week of 8/12/90. Defense counsel is expected to appeal the
judge's denial. While the appeal is pending, the evidence cannot
be turned over to the FBI for processing. '
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I, the undersigned, Fourth Criminal Judge of this Judicial District, for the record

,\U state: that Mr _ as been appointed and legally sworn in as an
expert technician for the GRAPHOTECHNICAL ANALYSIS EXANHNATION of the Log
Book of the CAPITAN GENERAL GERARDO BARRIOS Military School.

For all legal intents and purposes | hereby issue, sign and seal this certification at the
Fourth Criminal Court, San Salvador, on August 14, 1990. '

(signature)

Dr. Ricardo Alberto Zamora Perez
Fourth Criminal Judge
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Memorandum -

Exec AD Adm. _
Exec AD Inv.
Exec AD LES ___
Asst. Dir.:

Adm.Servs.
Crim. Inv.

ident.

Invell.
Leoborotory

To Assistant Director S Date » 9/5/90 - ' :u'::l.c:: B
- Laboratory Division ;f 74 3 —
/// Rec, Mgnt.
~ 49 Teoch, Servs.
From Legal Counsel™ ]ZD = o.:«".:::...
" I 247_27 zm%t e
Subject : JESUIT CASE ?ﬂ? ﬂ?; Director's Sec'y —

PURPOSE: To prov1de Legal Counsel Division's (LCD) opinion on
issues relating to the forensic examination of evidence by
Laboratory Division (LD) Special Agent examiners in the above-
captioned case, an ongoing investigation in El1 Salvador.

RECOMMENDATION: None, for information only, 2 /RY:
APPROVED: Adm. Serve, .:‘_&

Leral Coun,

] / ff. of Lig'sen
Crim, Inv. o Rec. Mzt Soiae s,
Directer et Teh.Sems. __ o

N - Tomm—

4
cihoct 220

. SYNOPSIS: No étatutory or regulatory prohibitions exist to the

swearing in of FBI personnel as agents of a foreign court. Based
on the lack of prohibitions and on information provided by

" knowledgeable sources as to the duties and obligations of the

recipient of such a title in El Salvador, LCD has no legal
objection to a LD Special Agent examiner being sworn in as an
agent of a Salvadoran court, should the policy decision be made
to proceed with the examination of the evidence. Further, the
acceptance of reimbursement from the Department of State (DOS)
for the LD examiner's travel and related expenses would be an
augmentation of FBI appropriations and unlawful.

-

/63 - 6 /055~ : /82
DETAILS: By memorandum, dated 7/25/90, fro . Hicks to -

Mr. Davis, captioned as above, LCD was advised that the LD was
requested by an El Salvadoran court to examine document evidence
in the above-captioned case as a matter of foreign police
cooperation. 1Initially, it was proposed that the evidence be
submitted to the LD for examination. However, by teletype dated
7/20/90 from the American Embassy, San Salvador to the DOS, the
LD was notified that the judge overseeing the investigation had
decided that Salvadoran law made it "impossible for him to take
evidence out of the country," and, consequently, had requested
that an LD examiner travel to El Salvador, be sworn in as an
agent of the court and conduct the examination, the results of

- Mr. 7443, TL 245
- Mr. Rm 7458 TL 245

- Mr. Rm. 3206, TL 241
- Mr. 3232, TL 241

- Legal Research Unlt Rm 3634, TL 231
- Ms. Rm. 3634 TL 231

/QW
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Memorandum from Legal Counsel to,Aséistant Director,.

Laboratory. Division _
Re: JESUIT CASE _ e

which would then be admissible in Salvadoran court. The LD,
while expressing no objection to this, believed that the
examination would probably require the resources of more than a
field document examination and requested that the Legat, Mexico
City, obtain a clarification of the allowed examination
procedure. Because the 7/20/90 teletype had raised the specter
of possible legal difficulties for the FBI should its personnel
be sworn in as agents of a foreign court, the LD memorandum
requested that LCD address that issue and provide an opinion.

In an addendum to the LD memorandum, dated 8/2/90, the
Office of Liaison and International Affairs (OLIA) provided
further details concerning the proposed examination. OLIA stated
that the American Embassy, San Salvador, by teletype dated
7/28/90, added the information that the FBI examiner, sworn in as
an agent of the court, could bring the evidence back to the FBI
Laboratory for analysis with the understanding that he or she be

- prepared to return to El Salvador to testify to the results of

the examination. Further, OLIA advised that the U.S. Embassy,
San Salvador (i.e., DOS) offered to pay all transportation costs
and related expenses for travel of LD personnel to El1 Salvador.
LCD was requested to provide an opinion as to whether the FBI
could accept the DOS offer to pay travel and related expenses.

By telephone call on 8/9/90 from Mr. Richard Chidester,
DOS, U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, LCD was informed that defense
counsel in the above-captioned case had entered a petition for a
change of venue which would be denied by the judge sometime
during the week of 8/13/90. The defense was expected to appeal
the denial. While the appeal was pending, the evidence could not
be turned over to the FBI for processing. Therefore, the judge
and Mr. Chidester requested the presence of the LD examiner early
in the week of 8/13/90. Because of the changed circumstances and
need for an expeditious response, LCD provided an oral opinion to
the LD (Mr. Ronald Furgerson, Section Chief, Document Section)

‘and OLIA (Mr. PUnit Chief, Interpol/Foreign
Cooperation Uni on 8/9/90. .

The following confirms and amplifies LCD's oral opinion
on the issues of 1) whether the swearing in of an FBI Special
Agent as an agent of the Salvadoran court would present legal
difficulties and 2) whether the FBI can accept reimbursement of
the LD examiner's travel and related expenses from the DOS.

FBI Personnel as Acgents cf a Salvadoran Court

LCD has determined that no Federal statutes or
regulations bar FBI personnel from being sworn as agents of a

2



Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director,
Laboratory Division
Re: JESUIT CASE

foreign court. Moreover, no case law discussing the issue was
found. Since neither statutory and regulatory prohibitions nor
guidance exists in this matter, a threshold determination of the
duties and obligations of an agent of the Salvadoran court was
made to assess the procedure's legal impact on a LD examiner's
position as an FBI Agent.

A brief discussion of El Salvador's criminal justice
system is necessary for an understanding of the concept of an
agent of the court. 1In the Salvadoran system, which has been
derived from nineteenth-century Spanish jurisprudence, the courts
become involved in the case almost immediately after a crime is
committed. If the police conduct a preliminary investigation,
they must submit thelr results to the court within seventy-two
hours; minor cases are forwarded to a judge in a "court of first
~instance." The judge then begins the investigation phase,
actually conducting an in-depth investigation into the crime.
Presiding over each step of the investigation, the judge may
himself visit the crime scene, order the police to perform
forensic tests and issue orders for witnesses to testify. Once
the judge is satisfied that all available information has been
collected, the case may be dismissed or moved to the plenary
phase of the trial. During the process, the accused has the
right to file petitions either with the Supreme Court or with a
court of second instance. When a petltlon is filed with a higher
court, the judge in the court of first instance ceases work on
the case. See generally R. Hudson, "Crime and Punishment," in
Salvador a country study, Federal Research Division, Library of
Congress (research completed 1988) (R. Haggerty ed. 1990).

It is during the investigative phase overseen by the
judge that agents of the court are utilized. LCD determined
through discussions with Mr. Chidester, on 8/7/90, and with Mr.
Rubens Medina, Chief of the Hispanic Division, Library of
Congress, on 8/8/90, that the judge must swear in an individual
as an agent of the court to order that individual to perform a
task necessary to the 1nvest1gatlon, e.g., to perform a forensic
examination. The action is a procedural step, which, in effect,
‘"deputizes" the individual to act for the judge. 1In this way,
any report, such as the results of a forensic ana1y51s, or the
testimony of the examiner can be received as evidence in the
Salvadoran court. The procedure would neither restrict the LD
document examiner in his examination of the evidence and in his
duties as an FBI employee, nor obligate the examiner to anything
but his professional responsibility--examination of the evidence
with subsequent courtroom testimony as to the results. Further,
Mr. Medina advised that the oath taken would be a promise to
perform some task and would not involve a pledge of allegiance to

3
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the Salvadoran government.

‘ The Office of International Affairs (OIA), Department
of Justice (DOJ), advised LCD on 8/9/90, that it would be
ill-advised to allow FBI personnel to be sworn in as agents of a

Salvadoran court and to subsequently leave the country with the
- evidence. OIA objected less to an examination performed while
the LD examiner remained in El Salvador. OIA's objection was not
based on perceived legal difficulties with the agent of the court
procedure, but rather on a concern that the LD examiner could
provide an opportunity for claims of evidence tampering or
"stealing” of the evidence, exacerbated by removal of the
evidence from the country. OIA concluded that the decision to
allow a LD examiner to become an agent of the Salvadoran court
and examine the evidence, whether at FBIHQ or in El Salvador, was
a policy decision between the FBI and the DOS.

On the basis of the above information, and the lack of
statutory or regulatory prohibitions, LCD has no legal objections
to the LD examiner being sworn in as an agent of a Salvadoran
court should the policy decision be made to proceed with the
examination. Further, Mr. Chidester advised LCD that he would be
present to monitor the procedure.

Payment of Tfavel and Related Expenses

Title 28, Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), Section
0.85(g), states in pertinent part that the services of the FBI
Laboratory may be made available to foreign law enforcement
agencies and courts, as provided in procedures agreed upon
between the Secretary of State and the Attorney General. Those
procedures are delineated in an agreement between DOJ and DOS,
entitled "Procedures for Federal Bureau of Investigation
Laboratory Assistance to Foreign Law Enforcement Agencies and
Courts" (DCJ/DOS Agreement), signed on 7/5/85 by then Attorney
General Edwin Meese III and on 8/2/85 by then Secretary of State
George P. Shultz. The agreement includes the following provision
concerning payment of expenses:

Salaries and other related expenses for
laboratory and identification services
provided by the FBI will be borne by the FBI.
To the extent authorized by Title 5, United
States Code (U.S.C.), Sections 5751(b) and
7342(c) (1) (B) (ii), FBI personnel may accept
remuneration for expenses related to travel
taking place entirely outside the United
States from countries requesting FBI
assistanc=.



Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director,
Laboratory Division
Re: JESUIT CASE

The agreement comports with general appropriation law
in placing the burden of payment on the FBI. It is a fundamental
principle of appropriation law that appropriations may be used
only for the purposes for which they were made, except as
otherwise provided by law. Title 31, U.S.C., Section 1301(a).
Further, Title 31, U.S.C., Section 3302(b), states that any money
received by a Federal agency from any source must be deposited in
the general fund of the U.S. Treasury. Based upon these
statutes, a body of case law has evolved the general rule_that an
agency may not augment its appropriations from outside sources
without specific statutory authority. See, e.g., 61 Comp. Gen.

419, 420 (1982); 59 Ccmp. Gen. 415, 417 (1980); and 46 Comp. Gen.
689, 690 (1967). _ : '

Funds have been appropriated to ‘the FBI for the
performance of the LD services specified in Title 28, C.F.R.,
Section 0.85(g), discussed above. Funding of the LD programs
would include monies for any travel and related expenses
necessary to provide those services. Although contrary to the
DOJ/DOS Agreement, the DOS has offered to pay the travel and
related expenses of the LD examiner. Since the FBI has
previously received funding for programs which would include
monies for the LD examiner's travel and related expenses, LCD
believes that receipt of the DOS reimbursement by the FBI would
be an augmentation of our approprlated funds and unlawful.

Assuming that the DOS is, in fact, authorized by its
Authorization Act to make such relmbursement and receives
appropriated funds for such a purpose, LCD notes that DOS
reimbursement of the expenses under Title 31, U.S.C., Section
1535 (Section 601 of the Economy Act of 1932, 47 Stat. 417, as
amended) , would not be a viable option. Section 1535, which is
a statutory exception to Section 3302, authorizes the inter- and
intra-departmental furnishing of materials, or the performance of
work or services, on a reimbursable basis. However, Section 1535
is applicable where no other statute specifically authorizes the
provider agency to render the service in question and when the
requested service is not a part of the provider agency's mission
for which it has already received appropriated funds. See 59
Comp. Gen. 415, 416 (1980); 40 Comp. Gen. 369 (1960). The FBI is
by statute authorized "to conduct such other investigations
regarding official matters under the control of the Department of
Justice and the Department of State as may be directed by the
Attorney General." Title 28, U.S.C., Section 533(3). Further,
and more specifically, the FBI Laboratory is by regulation
mandated "to provide without cost, technical and scientific
assistance"” to other law enforcement agencies, DOJ organizational

5
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units and other Federal agencies, and has been granted the
discretion to provide those same services to foreign law
enforcement agencies and courts. Title 28, C.F.R., Section
0.85(g). Since forensic laboratory services are a part of the
FBI mission for which we receive appropriated funds, LCD
concludes that reimbursement under Section 1535 would not be
legally permissible.

Additionally, neither Title 5, U.S.C., Section 5751 (b)
nor 7342(c) (1) (B) (ii), cited in the DOJ/DOS Agreement, is
applicable to the issue of DOS payment of travel and related
expenses. Section 5751(b) concerns payment of travel expenses
for an employee summoned or assigned by his agency to testify in
his or her official capacity on behalf of a party other than the
United States, entitling that employee to travel expenses paid by
his or her agency except to the extent that the travel expenses
are paid by the entity which caused the employee to be summoned.
Section 7342 concerns the receipt and disposition of gifts and
decorations from any unit of foreign governmental authority, any
international or multinational organization, or any agent or
representative of such unit, with Section 7342 (c) (1) (B) (ii),
spec1f1cally providing for acceptance of a gift of travel
expenses if certain conditions are met.

LCD concludes that the FBI should not accept DOS
reimbursement of the LD examiner's travel and related expenses.
Notwithstanding that DOS payment of the expenses would be
contrary to the DOJ/DOS Agreement any monies received from DOS
would have to be deposited in the U.S. Treasury, since acceptance
of the monies by the FBI would constitute an augmentation of our
appropriations and be unlawful.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

“REC " WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
To: Office of Liaison and _ September 19, 1990
International Affairs
: REGISTERED
FBIFILENO. 163-61055
- LAB NO. 00815021 D SM
Re:  UNKNOWN SUBJECTS/ o)
SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS, W 2'/,// WW%/ ;&3
SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR;
FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION :
. _ : =n’} 1
v ﬁJ\uh» e = .
3oz g (CAL
Examination requested by: Dr. Ricardo Alberto Zamora Perez,
' _ : Fourth Criminal Judge, Centro Judicial "ISIDRO
Reference: . MENENEDEZ" Fourth Criminal Court, San Salwvador,
El Salvador 7
Examination requested: Letter received August 15, 1990

Document - Translation

Specimens:

Q1 'Log book with written entrles beglnnlng on first page
"El presente ..."

Kl Log book with blank pages /é 5 é /0&5 //&7

Kc2 ' Photocoples of three documents bearing known
signatures of RICARDO ALFONSO CASANOVA SANDOVAL

Result of examination: ’ Lo oIn

. It was determined that signatures appearing on pages.. ..
279, 281, 283, 285, 287, 289, 290, 291, 295, 302 and 305 of the
Q1 log book were prepared by the individual responsible for
preparation of the Kc2 signatures. The presence of unexplained
handwriting characteristics and limited number of available
known signatures prevented additional positive handwriting
identification, but other characteristics in common with the
Kc2 writer were observed in virtually all of the remaining
signatures appearing on pages 185 through 355, indicating that
involvement of a second writer is unlikely.

Encl s (3) | W 2 ZS’
Pa eoiure % Lo // (over)
\"/"' ""y E"‘

arrer mmnane M ,/, AN y’

(3)



Signatures appearing on pages 4 through 180 of the Q1
log book were mechanically prepared, probably with a stamping
device. Nothing was observed to indicate that more than one
stamping device was utilized to prepare the seal impressions
appearing on pages 1 through 180 and pages 185 through 355 or
the log book. ,

Fabric material used to bind the Q1 and 'Kl log books
differs in composition, but nothing was observed to indicate
that pages of the Q1 book were added or altered.

_ The submitted evidence is returned herewith.
Photographs are being retained in the Document Section of this
Laboratory. '

Page 2
00815021 D SM
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RECORDED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 8-15-90 7C
8-17-90 emj UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Leboruﬁry Work Sheet

To: Offfice of Liaisoh and
Internal Affairs

Lo d et /63-6l85E
/ attention: Mr. [ D 5 vo-i63i-Ho61655-

. ’r/’(/ LAB.NO. 00815021 D SM

Re: [ e ¥ \'-’. i
* UNSUBS; SHOOTING OF
SIX JESUIT PRIESTS,

SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR;

YOUR NO.

FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION Examination by:
Examination requested by: Dr. Ricardo Alberto Zamora Perez
Juez Cuarto de lo Penal
pi3.319.3.0.3:4 ' Centro Judicial "ISIDRO MENENEDEZ"
: _ San Salvador ,
V/// Examination reguested: - Document -~ . Reference: Letterreceived in
THRELNIL™ 2/ Labordtory 8-315-90

Specimens received: August 15, 1990

Specimens:

Q1 Log book with written entrles beginning on first page "El1l -

presente coe
K1 Log book with blank pages,

,
55"Photocopies of three documents bearing the known signatures
of RICARDO ALFONSO CASANOVA SANDOVAL
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RECORDED  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 8-15-90
8-17-90 emj UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - 7¢C

Lubormry Work Sheet

To: Offfice of Liaison and:

Internal Affairs -
/ Lite oid-p/ - [e3-6/95s
' | LAB. NO.
€] el e ;-'-Jr”:f'(-“‘( :’ } (/ 00815021 D SM
Re: i
T UNSUBS; SHOOTING OF YOUR No.
SIX JESUIT PRIESTS,
SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR; o R ’
FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION =~ Examination by: /‘,3:, 95
‘ ’ (" ' .
Lt
- Examination requested by: = Dr. Ricardo Alberto Zamora Perez, Jin ot Canr¥
| Juez CUarto @e Io—Pemal ity = JFaTl g al
 Bekerrx : Centro Judicial "ISIDRO MENENEDEZ" ";:
/ ' San Salvador, t{ Satvaoer (K85,
Examination requested: JDocument = ____ Reference: Le rreceived in
THLRIZL T D), ' Laboratory 8-15-90

Specimens received: ﬁg—ﬁst “15, 1990

Specimens:

Ql Log book with written entries beginning on first page "El
presente ..."

Kl Log book with blank pages.

——- == %2 Photocopies of three documents bearing &e known signatures
K.2. of RICARDO ALFONSO CASANOVA SANDOVAL
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This certifies that the attached FBI Laboratory report dated  geptember 19, 1990
assigned FBI file number _163-61055 and FBI Laboratory number(s)

_ 0081502) D BM , ’
is a true and accurate report of the results of the Laboratory examination(s) performed
on the described evidence submitted by Fourth Criminal Court, San Salvador,

El Salvador . TFurther, that the evidence examined was
received at (am/pma) on  Auqust 15, 1990 by the FBI
Laboratory and subsequently by the below- named individual(s) who performed the
examinations requested on September 6, 1990

OCUMENT EXAMINER

L

S .—,"" _. 7 . .
‘f R o

; Ot LTI T '
v "i ity e Lo \Q’:{M
LY B

T 3082

\

Washington,
District of Columbia

Before me this day of , 19 , the above-named individuals
appeared and signed this affidavit first having sworn that the statements made therein
are true.

Notary Public in and for the
District of Columbia

My Commission expires

FBI/DOJ



Attn: SA

SAC, San Antonio (IB3A-BQ—61055)£ . 9/28/90
7L

Director, PBIX I

FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION;
GOVERNMENT OP,BL SALVADOK;
MURDER OF szxgsgsuzr PRIESTS;

r)uovnuazn 11, Yas9, .

) 8AN SALVADOR, BL SALVADOR

’ - o [Z-7C
A t.chaical raview of the polygraph axan tion
documents pertaining to the examination of
on 7/11/90 has been completed. Review personnel concur-“with the

examiner s conclusion.

‘ all documents are enclosed hereth“, for apprepriate
filing. .

Bnclosures (2)
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FD-458 (Rev. 6-24-87)

POLYGRAPH REPORT

DATE OF REPORT DAT E. INATION BUREAU FILE NUMBER FIELD FILE NUMBER
8/31/90 V256! 163A-HQ- 61055

FIELD OFFICE OR AGENCY REQUESTING EXAMINATION
U.S. Department of State via FBIHQ
AUTHORIZING OFFICIAL DATE AUTHORIZED

Asst. Director, laboratorvy Division 1/2/90
EXAMINEE NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) d L
4

'CASE TITLE F FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION;
' ' E GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR;
MURDER OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS;
NOVEMBER 11, 1989,

REFERENCES SAN SALVADORf EL SALVADOR

CASE SYNOPSIS/EXAMINER CONCLUSION

On the night of 11/15-16/89, unknown individuals entered the
Central American University (UCA) campus in San Salvador and killed six
Jesuit priests, their cook, and the cook's daughter. Investigation by
'El Salvador's Special Investigations Unit (SIU) developed several military
enlisted men and officers as those responsible for the murders. Four
Officers and eight enlisted men have been indicted and are presently in
prison. Additional witnesses, however, are needed to prosecute this case.

The American Embass (AMEMB), San Salvador received information
indicating that ad witnessed some of the meetings
' where the plans to murder riests were discussed. m however,

claimed to be afraid to talk for fear of retailiations. represent-
tatives talked to

and he advised that

consented to a polygraph exam-
rove his statements. During the pre test interview

in order to

the Embassy.
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FD-437 (Fev. 6-24-87) B
Polygraph Examination Worksheet
Date of Report. . Date of Examination Bureau File Number Field File Number
, 8/31/90 7/11/90 | 163A-HQ- 61055
l.ocaﬁonofExminqu'on Examiner Name -
San Salvador, E1 Salvador

Examinee First, Middle
HT WT Sex
Male

Previous Polygraph Examination
none
Education (Total Years )

”‘“ e

Health/Medication ’
claimed to be in good health.
medication/drugs.

Place of Birth

_SAw :
- N/A g 1&

Not under M.D. care and not taking

Arrests/Convictions
Claimed nome

Check One Only ~ FBIEMP/APP ~— Type of Investigation [Total Examiner Time (Inciude Travel)
Subject Special Agent Criminal
Victim Support FCi
Witness X Transiator Admin. Inquiry 8 Hours
Suspect . Contract PSPP
Asset Applicant | Estimated Property Value
informant LsakCase [J Yes 0J No [ WITSEC '
Applicant Other Federal
FBI Employee
Date(s) Time In
//11790 10:00A
Examination Resuits F
-
DI x| INC Pd' [ Pretest Admission Confession X
NDI . NO Post Test Admission Confession

Comments (Name of Witness or interpreter)

%10 test required. Ibﬁ/ WQ%'-' a?

amatmy A~ me®

%@%‘fx
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00: FBIHQ
BUFILE: 163-61055

The Information Management Division is requested to
place this memorandum and the enclosed videotapes in Bureau file
163-61055. : o -

L

- B
Y 165 1055- 185
4'/./.;3;;”%

éia-Enclosure

1 - e R

ALY

07
3 o Q\\&
_-uJJJ“ | Q%é



DEPAR ~NT OF JUST'CE
rEDERALBU. | QF INVESTIGATION
INTERNAL ROUTING/ACTION SLIP

L T [ua ] woow RAME/TITLE IR )
214 7176 » D.rector 245 7452 ‘
245 7446
235 7142 Deputy Sirector 245 7446
235 7110 ADD - Acmainistracicn 245 7452
235 71.6 ADD - Investigact:ons 245 7446
245 7446
Assigtant Dilrectors: 248 7452
234 6012 Adminiscrat.ve Services

233 5012 Criminal Investlgative 24% l 7458 Mrs
342 111255 | IdentiZication 245 | 7249 |mis R
213 7125 Inspection 245 ‘ 7458 Mrs. )
232 3026 intelligence 245 I 7458 Miss
241 3090 Laporatrer: 245 l ~458 Mrs. /
245 5427 Legal Ccunsel ) 248 L--‘ISZ Mr. !
211 | 5829 informat.cn .‘1a-na:7eme:‘.: 215 I "446.; Mr .| e
213 7159 Technical Serwvices 245‘E 7449 Mr
.32 Acaéem\" Training 245 : T452 MY
[ 245 S240 Csngresszona. 45 : -358 My :
} I3 ~apl EEQ Affai-cs 243 ' "449 l"‘"s.
| 245 S22 Puplic hffaice !:-3 -i49 I\':..
i 1
4% h 245 I "l Career Board
245 234 } 5236 Correscondence Tniz
245 152 |1B327 Mail Room (Legat Clerk)
245 135 6912C |Personnel Records
245 244 5248 Reading Room
245 113 ! 4336 Records Branch
245 234 ' 5076 Staff:ng
153 ~39¢6 Voucher Unit
245 7443
245 7443
245 7449
/\ 2451 7446 A
l‘ 4(/ 2451 7452 T
245 7458 ’1
O canme “For Your Info. Remars L
O seeme T Mot & Return \é* T s
O approp. iction T Record & Return Rt Bl ]
0 it [ o0 Reversa Side — -/
O v Inquiry / 7 - 2 — 4 ) / 4 .-" 5 /’L " ‘//L—
— S C/ < I
! Room Y] Phone Date
Office of Liaison and International Affairs 245
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4-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) _ )

— . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
: FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

~Page(s) withheld entirely ‘at this location in the file. One»or more of'tné following
statements, where.indicated, explain this deletion. B T

E Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptrons indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to you.

Section 552 : Section 552a

O (o)1) O (b)X7)(A) O (@x5)

® o O ®)7)®B) O ()@

O ®@3) & ©)7)C) O )

O ®)7)D) 0o

® b)7E) O ®e)

O (b)7XF) : O k)4

O ()4 O mx®) O k)G)

B O ()s) O )9 . O k)6)
O (b)6) o L Owm

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request.

D Information pertained only to a third party. ‘Your name is listed in the title only.
[0 Documents orlgmated with another Government ngency(res). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

X For your information:

[ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

163-HQ-61055- /£3 1,.ef (Document} z /9 W)
; - 7

Documents in this release

. D 6:0.0.0:0:0.0:0.0:0.6.0.0.0,0.0.0:0.0.9.0.¢

~ are In date Order-l ' - X DELETED PAGE(S) X
X00X X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
):0:0.0.0.0'¢ X FOR THIS PAGE X

).9.0.0.0.0:¢ ) 9.0.9.0.0.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.4
_ FBI/DOJ
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