April 7, 1982

TO: JIM
FR: JIM McGOVERN

Gail Pendleton from CPPAX called today to, first of all, thank
vou for your stands on the nuclear arms freeze, E1 Salvador and
Chile. She said that all of your efforts are greatly appreciated
in Massachusetts---and if there is anything they can do to help---
please do not hesitate to call them.

She also asked whether you would use your influence with the

Speaker to try to get him to take a firmer stand against military
aid to El Salvador. The elections are over and Roberto D'Aubuisson--
an extreme right-winger--appears to be in control. As you may

have heard, D'Aubuisson has promised to rid the countryside of
opposition within three months by using every tool at his

disposal. He has also advocated using napalm against the guerillas.
I think all this is a pretty good indication that the violence

and bloodshed will not only continue--but, most likely, escalate.

I've attached an excellent article FYI



THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDUAY, MARCH 31, 1982

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — The Rragan
Administration endorsed El Salvador's
elections for a constituent assembly in
order to legitimate President José Na-
poleon Duarte and the Christian Demo-
cratic Party. The elections, however,
endad up legitimating Roberto d'Au-
buisson and his extreme nght-wing
Arena Party. However pleased the Ad-
munistration may be by the voter turn-
out, the success of {our right-wing par-
ties and the possibility that the Chris-
tian Democrats may be compleiely ex-
cluded from the new government e
duces to shambles the rationale behind
Mr. Reagan’s policy in El Salvador.

The strong showing of Mr. d'Aubuis-
son’'s Arena Party, which came out of
nowhere to run a strong second and
challenge the Christian Democrats for
control of the assembly, guarantees the
death of the social and economic re-
forms supported by the Christian Demo-
cratic Party — once the centerpiece of
the United States’ hopes for resolving
the social and economic problems that
gave rise to the civil war. By strength-
ening Mr. d'Aubuisson, who headed the
National Guard's intelligence service
duning the 1970's, 1t will also emboiden
the army’s most repressive officers.

with no one party gaining a clear ma-
junitv, the balance of power is nowin the
hands of two small nght-wing parties —
the National Conciliation Party or the
Democratic Action Farty, or both. They
already have said that if the Chnstian
Democratic Party wishes to be included
in a coalition, it must back off from its
professed commitment to the economic
and agrarian reforms already cn the
books and forego any extension of those

“Next. in El Salvador

By Tommie Sue Montgomery

reforms. No matter what happens to
Mr. Duarte, the more conservative Na-
tional Conciliation Party already hasin-
dicated that it 15 more ideolozically
comfortable with Arena than with the
Christian Democrats.

Should that alignment change — that
is, should there be a coalition between
the National Conciliation Party and the
Christian Democrats — it must be as-
sumed tha the United States Embas=~
is moving behind the scenes to try o
guarantee that the Christian Demo-
crats and Mr. Duarte will continue to
provide a facade for the military dicta-
torship.

A coalition between Arena and the
Nz anal Conciliation Party wouid im-
mediately complicate hife for (ne White
House because the continued presence
of the Chnstian Democrats in the Gov-
ernment 18 crucial to maintaning some
support for the Salvadoran regime in
Conpress, among such countries as
Venezuela ind Costa Rica, and with an
increasingly skeptica! public at home.

The possibility of Mr. Duarte’s depar-
ture and the subsequent emergence cf
an extremust government would make it
very difficult for Mr. Reagan to seture
Congressional approval for his pro-
posed $225 million in additional eco-
nomic and military assistance to the re-
gime.

Whatever the shape of the final coali-

uon, El Salvador may eventually have
what LU'nited States officials have called
a “'lentimate government,” but it will
rard! v be “moderate and reformist ™

rabassador Deane R. Hinton's fanc:-
t.] hepe that power would make Mr.
d'Auteusson rmore flexible and prag-
matic 15 about as realistic as the hope
that the guernllas will lay down their
arms Mr. d'Aubuisson founded the
white Warmors Union, a death squad,
rwic= attempted 10 1980 (with the bless-
ing o Minister of Defense Jose Guil-
lerme Garcia) to carry out a coup that
would have deposed Mr. Duarte, and
has been accused of masterminding the
assactination of Archbishop Oscar
Romero. He now appears to be the latest
recipient of the benediction bestowed on
Anastasio Somoza Garcia, President of
Nicaragua from 1936 to 1855, by Frank-
lin D. Rooseveit: **He may be a bastard,
tut he's our bastard. "

A coalition between Arena and the
raturmal Concilias.on Party, however,
could lead to one of several other devel-
opments. One 1z that a compromise with
the Christian Democrats would be
reached whereby Mr, Duarme and Chris-
tian Democratic c*icials such as For-
eign Minister Fid! Chivez Mena would
go, but other, mor= conservative Chris-
tian Democrats would be brought into
the povernment.

Ancther possibility is a Guatemnalan-

style coup d'etat, possibly led by an offi-
cer or junta member who has no love for
either Mr. Garcia or Mr. d'Aubuisson,
that would keep Mr. Duarte and com-
pany in the Government,

However the current turmoil settles,
three facts will not goaway:

@ The Chnistian Democrats have been
seniously, perhaps fatally, weakened.

® The same army that has been run-
ning the country for the last half century
is still in control.

® There1s still a civil war going on.

In recent wecks, and again since the
election, we have heard rumblings from
vanous Reagan Administration off;-
cials concerrung the possibility of ne-
gotiations. But if the extreme right
comes to power, who will conduct ne-
gotialions? Mr. d'Aubuisson has
pledged 0 eliminate the guerrillas
within three months, using all available
means, including napalm.

Meanwhile, the security forces, who
have long considered Mr. d’'Aubuisson
their man, may not wait {or the constitu-
ent assembiy to convene but simply un-
leash their own blood bath, massacring
anyone, Christian Democrats included,
suspected of harbeiing left-ofcenter
political sympathies,

Sometime after the euphoria is gone,
the Reagan Admnstration, if it 1s
determined to help resolve the civil war,
will still have (o come to terms, one way
or the other, with the leftist opposition
forces. The elections have not changed
that.

Tommie Sue Montgomery, a political
scientist, is author of the forthcoming
book, “‘Revolution in El Salvador. "'




