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CONTACT: 

BUSING CLASH LOOMS I N  

J a c k  Dooli  
(202) 225- 

WASHINGTON 

Congressman J o e  Moakley (D-Boston) r e p o r t s  t h a t  a  c o n t r o v e r s y  between t h e  

House and S e n a t e  i s  shap ing  up o v e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r e v e n t  bus ing .  

Moakley, a  p r i n c i p a l  backer  of t h e  Esch Amendment p r o h i b i t i n g  mandatory 

bus ing  which r e c e n t l y  passed t h e  House, p r e d i c t s  a  b i t t e r  f i g h t  over  t h a t  

measure i n  t h e  Sena te .  

R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  S e n a t e  Educat ion Subcommittee u n v e i l e d  t h e i r  v e r s i o n  of  

o f  a n t i -  bus ing  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which Congressman Moakley promptly l a b e l e d  a s  

"nothing more t h a n  a  watered-down bus ing  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h a t  would n o t  b e  e f f e c t i v e  

i n  s t o p p i n g  mandatory bus ing . "  

S t r e s s i n g  t h e  need f o r  ~ e n a t e ' g b ~ r o v a l  of t h e  s t r o n g e r  House a n t i - b u s i n g  

p r o v i s i o n s ,  Moakley p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  ma jor  c i t i e s  such a s  Boston and D e t r o i t  

a r e  s t i l l  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  bus ing  p l a n s  a l though  t h e  c u r r e n t  F e d e r a l  law was 

in tended  t o  b a r  such p l a n s .  

"what we need now, " Moakley a s s e r t e d ,  "is t h e  k ind  of  sweeping p r o h i b i t i o n  

a g a i n s t  bus ing  we passed i n  t h e  House l a s t  month. The Committee d r a f t  of t h e  

Sena te  b i l l  s imply r e s t a t e s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  law and w e  i n  Boston know t h a t  t h i s  

law h a s n '  t worked. 

- con t inued  - 



Moakley r e p o r t s  t h a t  a n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  made i n  t h e  S e n a t e  t o  amend t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  b i l l  t o  conform w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g e r  House v e r s i o n .  

H e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  Sena te  e f f o r t s  t o  h a l t  busing have been suppor ted  

even by l i b e r a l  lawmakers i n c l u d i n g  Sen. Mike Mansf ie ld  (&Montana) and 

Sen. Sam Erv in  (D-N. Car . )  

I t  "I am very  hopefu l ,  Moakley r e p o r t s ,  " t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  w i l l  f o l l o w  o u r  

l e a d  on t h i s .  We have f i r m  a s s u r a n c e s  from t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t h a t  h e  would s i g n  

such a  law s o  t h i s  i s  our  l a s t  hurd le . "  

Moakley and o t h e r  House bus ing  opponents  a r e  s e e k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  Sena te  

s u p p o r t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  a n t i - b u s i n g  amendment. 


