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the interreligious foundation for community organization
402 west 145th street, new yorle ny 10031 212/926-5757 [ux: 212/926-5842

Dear Scnnlor/chro:icnmlivc:

On January 31 and February 17, nearly 400 donated medical computers destined lor
Cubi were saved rom our most recent Distors Tor Peace caravim by the US 'I'reasury
Department. On Ash Wednesday, Ave of us, ettizens of the US and Canada,
conscerated a "last Tor ife" as a call Tor a more humanc LN policy toward Cuba, Wwe
plan to continue the fst until the 400 modical conmputers e released.

Cuban churches have requested these computers for use as user termmals m the
INTOMED medical infoumnation nebvork. INFOMED, sponsuted by the Pan Ametican
ITealth Organization and the United Nations Fand for Development, will improve the
quality of patient care in Cuban family clinies and hospitals - Thig lite-giving netswvork
will help doctors locate essential medications, learn new treatment techniques, and
reecive consultation from medical specialists. These computers are eloarly huwmanitarian
aid for a strictly humanitarian use. Cuban churches, ecumenical organizations, and
Cluistian doctors have specitically requested them. As Cuban Kev. Clara Kodés saidl.
"Our nation's emphasis on health care is something of value to people of faith: Jesus
preached the Word, but Ile alo healed the sick."

We are writing to urge you (o take the followlng actions:

1) "do cverything in your power to stop the ITelms/Burton bill from
becoming law; and

2) wdd your signature to the Dear Colleague letter usking for the release
ol the 400 medical computers: contact Reps. Dellums (aide Ying l.ee) or
Woolsey (Theodora Gray).

We are here on the San Diepo/Mexico border to give a prayerful testimony about the
US blockade ot Cuba, a vengetul and brutal aspect of our nation's foreign policy. In
contrast o the 1ecent escalation ol aggression against Cuba i dus past woek, we ale
continuing, to bear witness to the need for humane and peaceful solutions to an outdated
conflict. We motnrn the loss of Tife in last weekend's events - We alzo support the right
of sovereign nations 1o self defense, and we urge the US goveriunent to stop condoning
and abetting the harrassment of Cuba. We hope you will speak out in this regard.

We understand that the aunosphere of hostility and hysteria following the events of
February 24 make the context of our fast more complicated.  We would like to share
our views on the events of 2/24:

1) A SINGLE WELL-TIMED ACT OF PROVOCATION IIAS PUT TIIE
ISSULE OF CUBA RICIIT BACK INTO TIIE CENTER OF WASIIINCTON
POLITICAL DEBATE. In this new context, the Helms/Burton lhis bomg rushed
o 4 vote in Congress. 1is clear that the majority of the Senate considers the bill
exceasive, unenfloreenble, md an nlfront to both the US busmess community mnd our
micmational trading pariners . We foar that Congress wall kely pass thes il anyway,
given the current chimate in Washington. “Fhe newly-strengthened version of the bill
will make the US blockade of Cubit even harder to hil. We priy that the il will be
defeated, and we urge all possible work 1o this end.
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2) WE DO NOT CONSIDER BROTIIERS TO TIIE RESCUE A
"HUMANITARIANT ORGANIZATION. It was founded m the oftice of the
notorious Cuban Ametican National Foundation. It is directed by an "ex"-CIA agent
who was iirvolved in the Day of Pigs invasion and the contra war in Nicaragua. Along
with Radio Marti propaganda, it helped to stimulate the exodus of thousands of rafters
who risked (and offen lost) their lives 1o leave Cuba.

3) TIIE FLYOVER ON FEBRUARY 24 WAS JUST ONE IN A SERIES OF
1700 VIOLATIONS OF CUBAN TERRITORY BY BROTIIERS TO TIIE
RESCUE. Their flights have been part of a tradition of hostile penctration of Cuban
tegritoey by Tlorida mercenaries that goes back R years. In 1971, a Cessna flew over
Ilavana scattering erenades that killed eight people. Cessnhas from Miami have sprayed
phusphorus on sugar ficlds; bombed sugar cane mills and tourist hotels; dropped oft
weapons, explosives, and intiltrators on Cuban territory; scattered leatlets wrping people
to rise up agawmst thew govermument; buzzed parks and residential neighborhoods to
intitnidate conunon citizens, Al these attacks wete Gattied out by mercenary Cessuas,
not by military planes. Lvery attack on Cuba since the Day of Pigs has been made by
so-called "civilian" vehicles

Cubn has submitted reports on 25 specific mcursions [rom Flonda mto Cuban termitory
m the bt 20 months Fhese have been reported throngh sl appropriate diplomatie
channcls, to both the US government and the intemational Civil Acronawtics Agency.
The US government has been well aware that planes from Flonda hiave been violating
LIS aviation regulabons amd mtemational Iawvs. Bul nothing has been done Lo stop or
sanchion the violators. Our govermment has a responsibility nol 1o harbor erronsts. Bul
Biothurs to the Rescue s still being allosved to operate Gronn the US «- cven though it
has repeatedly broken national and miemational laws and regulations.

Up until now, Cuba has reacted to these repeated violadons with restraint. "Fhe
meursions have continued md merensed. Cuba might woll have nssumed that the US
wis loleraing and abatimg an esealation of terroniam, smee nothing was heing done 1o
stop il

The Brothers Lo the Rescue pilots chose Lo ignore tepeated warmmmgs -- not only that
they were in Cuban airspace. but that they were NMying over 4 restricted military zonce.
(Public reconds shosy thiat arlitny anportand i naval base e in the arci. Hosy many
times would a foragn and hostile Cossna be allowed (o fly over a US military baec?)

4) BLAMING THE VICTIM. According to micmational nwv, iy nation whose
Im'rik\r_v 1< violated has I|1rtrig|1l 1o callidelonge - m the cama wiy that an mdiadnal hag
the right 10 say no 1o a molesier. We dre not unconditionally defending Cuba's actions
o 2/24, iandd we deeply regret the Toss of hves. But we feel strongly that 11 Brothers to
the Rescue had not viokited miemanonal lnw on 2/24, pilots’ hves would not have been
lost. 117 there were no US ceconomic blockade ol Guba. then there would be no pretext
for provocations like thes one on 2/24 10 have happened.

‘The US s not at war with Cuba. US citizens are not well served by letting our foreign
policy be dictated by the special biterests ol @ small number of sell-interested
provocateurs in Miami.
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Matthew 1 7:21 says that there are some kinds of evil that only come out by prayer and
tastwg.

We ate deeply comscious of tlie sulleting which has been inflicted on 11 million Cuban
neighbors by our govermment's meanspirited embargo. We are fasting today on their
hehalt  Clongregations and communities around onr conntry are beginning to join us
in vigils of praver, retlection, and fastng.

We are praying for rcason in Washington; wo are asking our lcaders not to be
constimad by this new wave of vengeance. We are pleading with our nation to have a
heait: we are praying for redemption of our nation's soul. We are asking for an end 1o
tlis policy of death-in-the-name-ovf-democracy.

We urge you to deteat Llelms/Burton, and to ask Lreaswiy to release the medical
compuiters for Cuba.

Sincerely,

Rev. Lucius Walker, Jr TOR MORT INTORMATION,
CONTACT:

Fxeentive Direator, THFCO Fllen Remstan, [FCO-

(619) 418-3069 (pager) ,
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