PAUL SIMON COMMITTES:
KNI LABOA AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Hnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

August 1, 1985
Dear Colleague:

Attached you will find the Zunshine Papers, correspondence from Soviet
dissident and prisoner-of-conscience, Zachar Zunshine, to his wife,
Tatyana, and various Soviet officials.

These letters depict the anguish that one man, convicted to prison
merely for expressing his desire to emigrate, is currently enduring.
Zachar represents the struggle of Soviet Jewry. To want one“s freedom
is not a crime- it should be a given right.

On Paul”s trip to the Soviet Union last month, he had the fortunate
opportunity to meet Tatyana Zunshine. John has spoken with Tatyana on
the phone. Tatyana“s courage and strength of conviction are
impressive.

We share with you the Zunshine papers with the knowledge that Western

interest makes a difference,
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U.S. Senator

OQur best wis

URS. Representative
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Date of Birth: April 20, 1951

Marital Status: Tatiana Zunshine, Kakhovaka 4, Apt. 131
Riga, Latvian SSR, USSR

Profession: Physics Teacher
Date of Arrest: March 6, 1984



July

December 26

March 4

March 6

March 14

March 21

THE ZUNSHINE PAPERS

1981

Zachar Zunshine and his wife, Tatiana, applied for
exit visas.

1983

Despite Zachar's efforts to keep his place of work
secret from the KGB, they found out and arranged
for his dismissal.

Zachar was arrested and received 15 days administra-
tive detention for so-called "hooliganism."

1984

On Sunday afternoon, near the Karl Marx monument in
Moscow, Zachar carried a placard which read, "We
demand to give up our citizenship."”

Both Zachar and Alexander Balter were arreSted after
the demonstration and taken back to Riga. Chief

Investigator Grutup reported to them that their

apartments, and that of Alexander's mother, Svetlana,
were being searched.

Zunshine was charged under Article 183/1 of the Latvian
Criminal Code and Article 190/1 of the Russian Criminal
Code for "spreading anti-Soviet propaganda and defama-

tion of the Soviet State." Zachar was taken to prison

with a fever of 104 degrees due to influenza.

Zachar began a hunger strike to protest deprivation
of medical treatment.

Tatiana and Alexander Balter were victims of a vicious
street attack by an "unknown" assailant who, after
beating and throwing Alexander to the ground,

snatched Tatiana's handbag and ran off. A week
earlier, Tatiana had her passport taken away by the
militia, making it impossible for her to get a job,
laying her open to a charge of "Parasitism," and
preventing her from traveling to other cities.



Letter No. 1, gnom Riga Prison

March 14, 1984

To: The Procuraton's 0ffice of the Latvian Republic

From: Mr. Zacharn Zundhdine

On March 13, 1 was summoned to the Investigaton Grutup. 1
ingormed him that {from March 6, that 4is, from the date of
arnest tLLL March 12, 1 was at the Prison Hospital. From
March &, the provision of the medicine 4in medical treatment
was stopped and a duty man of that block threatened me that
he might transfer me to the Special Secundity Ward, when 1
asked him Z£o be more civilized and to nefrain from insulis
which were addressed to me.

On March 12, 1 was discharged with a temperature around 3§
deghrees Celsius from the Prison Hospitalf. Funrtheamone, 1
got onty denials from the authonities when 1 nrequested they
provide me with some ink and paper in orden to present a
complaint on the ifLfLegal action 0§ the prison administration.

In addition, on Manch 12, 1 was thrown into a common celf, as
it was Laten nevealed, by mistake. Thenre were sixty men 4in
Zthe cellf. 1 asked Investigator Grutup to Anform the officials
04 the shadow organization which stood behind this {rame-up.

I did it because Lif their designs did not go s0 far to murden
me, 1 nequest that they not repeat such mistakes in the future
and to Zake appropriate measdunes to provide at Least mindmum
securndity. To put me info the common cells where "fresh f4sh"
arne strnipped of theirn clothes; when a prison custom of inditia-
tion of "proprska" - a most humiliating and dephessing pro-
cedure, "to bottle a penrson out"; where people {rom Sondexn
Commando,* for my refusal to accept the Law of the wol§ packs,
beat me to the ground, damaging my kidneys and Liven: 4Lt
meansd to prepare me for inevditable death.

1t becanie clearn, a Long time ago, that Life does not consdtitute
a primarny value Ain Ltself. There are more imporntant things

in the world than Life itself and in some cases, Lt L4 not
wornth the effornt to cling to L£f very strongly...onr maybe
somebody out there proposing that "jallbinds will straighten

me out" and 1, according Zo thein will, willf "catch {Zies” and
TgeZ down on my knees to get some pridon privileges".

On March 14, 1 was summoned fo Investigatorn Grutup. I indormed
him that from Marnch 14, 1 declfared a hunger staike because 1
was deprived of the night to medical treatment. Sdince Manch 6,
I had a high tempenrnatune and an Ainglammation o4 my throat has
been napidly devefoping to the extent that when 1 drink, some
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Liquid bunsts out grom my nose. 1 asked Investigator Grutup
to get me several aspirins, not any othen drug or even vodka,
fust plain aspirnin. How do you think Investigator Grutup
nesponded to my request fon aspinin? Verny simply, he sadd:
"I haven't got any aspinin, 1 cannot influence the prison
admindistration; conceaning the common cell, 4% is not all
that bad - aften all, nobody 4{s hilled there and ordern 4is
being maintained at a satdisfactory Level." But Lit's Zoo

bad that Sonden Commando is always ready for an Aktion**
(action).

1 want to Let you know that 1 Aintend no further communicatdion,
eithen venbally on in wrniting, with the Investigator on Special
Afgains of the Procunrator's Office of Latvian Republic, Mxr.
Grutup, whethenr...s0liclations will be approved or not.

You should not misintenrpret me - that this solicitation has the
objective as being the nefusal, on my part, Zo cooperate with
the Procuratonr's 0ffice of the Latvian Republic 4in onden %o
define the true circumstances of these proceedings 4in cusdtody.

*Refens to a group of crhiminals in every cell, supported by
prison admindistration, whose duty 44 to beat "fresh fish."

**Nazdi team 4is not accidental hreference.



Letten No. 2, from Riga Prison
March 27, 19584

To: The Procurator's Office of £the USSR

From: Zachar Zunshine

APPLICATION

On Manch 6, the Procunraton's Office of the Latuvian Republic
instituted criminal prosecution on changes stipulated 4in
the Anticlfe No. 183/1 of the Criminal Law of the Latvian
Republic, namely: dissemination of delibenrnately 4alse
ingonmation defaming the Soviet State and Social System.

On the moaning of March 6, when we wene brought grom Moscow

(we, that Ls: my friend Alexander Balter, my wife, Tatiana
Zunshine and myself) by the agents o4 the Latvian KGB, at

my apartment, a search was conducted with the subject matten

0f withdrawal of alf materdials defaming the Soviet State and
Social System and, also, of means of thein production and
dissemination. Aften the conclusion of the search, on the

basis of the decree of the First Deputy of the Latvian Procurator,
Sendion Advison of Justice, Mr, Towkshin, I was arrested and placed
into Riga's Prison. Untif now, despite the fact that 20 days

have passed since the day of the arnest, the Procunator's 04fice
has not put forward any Lndication o4 a crime.



April 10

May 5

May 18

May 22

1984

Tatiana and three other women were arrested after
holding up banners outside the Riga Procurator's
Office, calling for Zachar's release. They were
arrested for 15 days.

Upon entering an apartment in Leningrad where
she was visiting a friend, Tatiana was taken by
KGB officers to the train returning to Riga and
ordered not to come back to Leningrad.

Zachar's mother, Dora, was called for interrogation,
but refused to go.

Tatiana sent ‘an appeal to the United Nations Human
Rights Commission on behalf of her husband.

Tatiana went on hunger strike because she had not
received an answer to her inquiry about the health
of her husband who had gone on hunger strike on
April 11. During the two months he spent in
prison, Zachar was in solitary confinement for 25
days and on hunger strike for two weeks.



Letten No. 3, 4rom Riga Prison

To: The Finst Deputy o4 the Procurator of the Latvian
Sovdiet Socialist Republic

May 21, 1984
REJECTION TO GIVE FURTHER TESTIMONY

On May 16th, aftern two days and three months' absence, the
investigaton "Redbeard", who seemed to vandish in the haze
goreven, immediately took to his business. ALL the while,
the internogation was carefully prepared and had been already
immaculately typed in the form o4 Record o4 Evidence and some
blank spaces were allocated for the answens. The L4s% was
Legt to be done -- that was, to obtain answens. Buf even before
the answens, the investigator nefused to accept and wouldn't
take my application dealing with the proceedings. Sdince the
finst question was Linconghruous, nonessential and completely

- out of place, as well as allf these proceedings, 1 ashed the
investigator fon the neasons why the Ministry of Interdlor had
negused to Let my wife and me Leave the USSR fon a number of
yeans.

Aften neading the questions and declining fto offer me a pen

and to hand me the protocol form 80 that 1 could write down

an answehr, the Lnvestigator with an Aincreasingly confident
voice began his well-planned Lincantations -- fo hanp on one
stning, "I'm Listening for the answer to my quesiions, I'm
Listending forn the answen to my questions,” and 50 forth,so

many times. Out of feeling of the other wornldliness and unrheality,
out of deception of theatrnical effect, T became suddenly elated
and 1 began to talk and the Linvestigator was following me. HLs
task was a formidable one, but he talked with me alright; and
aften the question appeared his finst entry, which was one more
incantation; Mr. Zunshine refused to supply ansdwensd fonr furthen
questions. '

In total therne wene two, two Aincantations, made by the investiga-
torn s0 craftily, s0 professdionally and the investigaton himself
was s0 fine that 1 felt sorry to bothern him with my questions.

I ofgerned him an opportunity fto enjoy himself at his progessional
g§ield -- desdigned to be his Last vacation.

The going was good for him as the ball began to nolf and othen
typed questions appeared more and more, the similan shont and
Aimple incantations and entries. In no time, all the spaces

in the form werne giLled and cur convensation took anothern direc-



tion, namely, complexion of the proceedings in custody, 4in the
count trial, and centainly the question of the impending sentence.
In some very elaborate and cragty mannern, the Lnvestigator Led
me to the consideration of the fact that the court (and my case
was not an excepition) was ready to make a very compassionate
allowance for me L4 I would accept my guilt and nealize how 1
enned, being unden delusions, and would stop insisting on my
precepts. In othen words, one who said "A" should say "B".

The invesitdigator then described his "B" which was also 4in-
congruous and nonessential, as everything that was happening.
And it came to that, that if§ 1 would accept my guilt, that the
count would appreciate it and would sentence me only o con-
nective Labor instead of Labor camp imprisoning.

The office in which the questioning took place was small,
thene wene no windows in it. The onfy Light bulb was shedding
its bright Light and the 4investigator, a corpulent, stout
person, age about 50 whose habitual gesture was fixing glasses
on his nose and Ligting pages of Zhe examination. From time
to time, he stood up Zo give vent to his feelings and began 2o
walk back and forth s0 that the office seemed even smallen.

Every day, every hour, every moment Natunre creates and obsenrves
Aits sachament. 1 guess Lt L& a sacrament, At L4 a mirnacle Lif
the investigator were 4in my shoes, he would be complacent and
happy Zo end up with a sentence to conrnective Labor but %o
me...why the devil should 1 take Zhis bait? A professorn from
Novosibinsk and the member of Amnesty International grom
Moscow, -- both on the same charges, were sentenced Lo Zwo

and a half§ years each. Why am 1 wonrnse?

In one of my solicitations, in Solicitation No. 1 it was

dtated that 1 am neady to cooperate with the Procuratorn's 0f4ice
in onden to elucddate the thrue circumstances of Lthis case. 1
have not changed my mind; nevenfheless, the conditions of my
conginement in the prison, absence of official neplies to my
d0Licitations, and complete deprivation of judicial rights
compels me to reject to gdive furthen testimony which 1 shall

do now. 1t must be undenstood that my rejection fo give

furthen testimony wilf be annulled as soon as I mention

neasond fon Lt, Lt willf be eliminated.

Signed,

Zachan Zunshine



June 28

June 29

July 19

1984

The trial of Zachar Zunshine was heard in the
Leningrad District Peoples Court in Riga, in
violation of the Law, which states that cases
under Article 183/1 of the Latvian Criminal Code
(Article 190/1 of the Russian Criminal Code) fall
under the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of
the Republic, not under that of a District Court.
The trial lasted approximately two and one-half
hours and Zachar was sentenced to three years
forced labor camp. This sentence is the maximum
term for his so=-called crime. '

The court turned down the reqguest made by Yakov
Gorodetsky and Tatiana Zunshine to represent
Zachar at the trial; and instead, appointed a
defense attorney. (Gorodetsky was prevented

from coming into the town of Riga. When
Gorodetsky, Mikhail Tzivin and Nadezhda

Fradkova arrived at the Riga Station, they

were detained for several hours and then taken

to the police station.) Zachar declined the
services of the court appointed attorney, however,
the court paid no attention to this. Zachar then
declared he would continue his hunger strike until
justice could be assured. Zachar's parents, sister
and wife were allowed in the courtroom, while 17
of his friends were ejected. He was accused of
writing letters and statements to official organs,
including a letter to the Newspaper, "Izvestiya."

Tatiana and Yakov Gorodetsky returned from Riga to
Leningrad and were openly followed. The appeal on
behalf of Zachar was due to be heard on July 24.
Zachar had been on hunger strike since his sentence
and was being held in solitary confinement. His
wife had been told that neither he nor she would

be permitted to attend the appeal hearing. The
camp commandant, a sadist according to Tatiana, had
stated that "they" will finish her husband off.
Since his arrest, Zachar has lost approximately

40 pounds.

Nadezhda Fradkova, also on protest hunger strike
for Zachar, was picked up by the militia and taken
to No. 2 Psychiatric Hospital in Leningrad where
she continued her hunger strike. (This was the
third time she had been taken to this hospital

and ultimately, was tried herself.)

About 100 activists including Zachar's own family,
staged hunger strikes in Riga and Leningrad.

i



July 27

August

September 27

September 30

October 4

1984

Tatiana has been severly harassed on several
occasions, since her return from the trial.
Several times she was called to the public
telephone but when she reached the telephone
booth, "unknown" persons prevented her from
entering by attacking her physically.

Zachar began his long journey from Riga to Bazoi
Prison by prison transport.

Tatiana was under constant KGB surveillance. When
she attempted to go to Tallin in Estonia, she was
prevented from boarding the train. She sent a
letter of complaint to the Ministry of the Interior.

Zachar's friends in Riga, Leningrad and Odessa were
so incensed at the injustice towards this innocent
man that they organized a rotational one-day fast
among themselves until such time as Zachar is freed.

Zachar reached Bazoi, the prison camp near the
Siberian City of Irkutsk, where he will serve his
sentence, after a two month trip.

Zachar was savagely beaten upon his arrival.

Zachar's father telephoned the camp and was informed
that his son had lost 44 pounds in weight during

his journey. The camp authorities added that

Zachar was still a Zionist, he had not mended his
ways and, therefore, he might be sent to work down
in a mine or in a chemical plant where prisoners’'
health is at risk, as normal industrial safeguards
are totally lacking.

The information from the camp was passed on to
Zachar's mother, Dora, who immediately suffered
a fatal heart attack.

Tatiana promptly made an attempt to visit her
husband at the camp.

Tatiana reported, after visiting her husband, that
he was beaten by his fellow inmates because he
refused to take part in a political re-education
program. He suffered damage to his ribs and to
one of his kidneys and was not able to work the
following day. He was reprimanded and one of the
guards said, "It is a pity that Hitler did not
finish his job." The guard then told two other
guards, "If that Jew tries to escape, shoot him."



Letter No. 4, from Bazodi Prison

EXCERPT FROM LETTER DATED OCTOBER 1, 19§84

Dean Tatiana:

I'm in the Labor camp. 1 was brought here on the 27th of
Septemben. My address 4is on the envelope. As so0o0n as 1

was brought here T was beaten very severely. It happened

in the camp headquantens. The people who did the beatings
were "camp activistas", that is, the camp inmates who senve

as the night hand of Zthe prison administration. 1 was beaten
and kicked by camp boots in the Department of Crime Prevention.
I was kicked alf over my body - my chest and face were hif.
They tried Zo force me Zo become a "social obligation activist
and to submit the application of agreement". What about me?

1 submitted my complaints to the Procurator's 0ffice of the
Irnkutsk Region in which T nequest to institute a Legal phro-
secution on the basis of the fact of this brutal beating.

Only know - take it easy and nemember that one who {8 beaten
48 wonse than two unbeaten ones. My chest stilf aches and
the pain is formidable. The next day 1 was seen by a physicdan.
He ofg4erned me some ointment to nub into my sores and Lesions
and that's alf. The Ldea of having an X-ray examination seems
to be Laughable in such conditions.

Signed,

Zachar Zunshdine

=



Letten No. 5, grom Bazod Prison, agter Learndng
04 Mothen's death.

Octobern 7, 1984

Hello Deans,

1 don'Z know even how Zo begin. 1 simply cannot fathom ift.
Fro sevenal days 1 could not pull myself togethern to wnite

you a Letien. 1t was menely Lmpossible. 1 just geel Like

enying out, "take a Look at what you ane doing!" 1t is all
in eannest. Fon God's sake, why did she have to die? Why?
Evenything had been alnrnight.

For me, everything was going really good. 1T WAS the way

it should be with me. IT WAS, IT IS, and IT WILL BE well
with me. It was just the normal situation which concenns

me. For sure, for many, IT MIGHT BE TERRIBLE, but for me,

I am up o par. Tanya could be a witness to my state of
well-being beforne 1 found out about Lt. 1t has been alrnight.

1 §eel Like cnying out. Why did she have to die? Why? 1t
will be a Long time until we can come to oun senses and deeply
comphehend what this Loss was wonrth.

God damned this day, Septemben 30. Dora had often been telling
us that only after hen death would we comprehend that she was
ALL; comprehend and come to believe. VYes, there was not a

Lack o4 resounrces in her body, but there is no point in physical
nesounces. She simply could not bear it all. 1% appeared
beyond hen power. 1 detected this happening already on July 5,
duning ounr meeting 4in fail. She was strong on the outside of
the trachks, but who could imagine the extent of this grief

and the calamities.

Yes, therne 48 no sense Lin talking about it now, to try %o
explain something. 1t 48 clear as nrain that Life L4 a cruel
thing and it 48 not 4in our powen to bring Dora back. We are
simply obliged Zo hern memory Zo behave as Lt is decent and
appropriate, according to the call of our conscience. And
put 4t in your minds and hearts that the going was, L8, and
will be good for me. 1 only beg that you behave yourselves
accordingly. '

Signed,

lachan Zunshine

-11-



November

December 10

1984

Zachar's wife and Alexander Balter were going to
Odessa to visit friends when they were turned back
on arrival at the airport and threatened by an
official who said, "If you come again, you will
be charged with possessing drugs."

Zachar went on hunger strike to protest the
vicious beating and the camp management's
refusal to take action.

Zachar was taken to the camp hospital. His wife
went to the camp in the hopes of being allowed to
see her husband and to find out why he needed
hospital treatment. She was refused a meeting.

A delegation was sent to the camp to investigate
Zachar's many complaints. They decided that
certain rules had been breached and they promised
Zachar that they would help make the authorities
observe their own rules and to allow him to re-
ceive his correspondence.

After speaking to the Head of the Camp, Tatiana
had the impression that the outcry in the West

was having some effect and the prison authorities'
attitude towards her husband had improved a little.
Tatiana was asked if the outcry could be stopped;
but replied that protests would continue until her
husband's release

Tatiana took part in a demonstration in Pushkin
Square, the center of Moscow, to coincide with
Human Rights Day, when she told press men that

her husband was being singled out for vicious

and discriminatory treatment in the camp so that
she feared for his life. As police and KGB men
hustled her away, she continued to call, in English,
that her husband was not guilty.

Zachar conducted another hunger strike from December
17 to December 25 to respond to the authorities'
attempt to make him work in an area usually reserved
for labor camp collaborators. He was put into an
isolation cell twice for refusal to work in this
"special" zone.

-12=-



January

1985

Out of the 144 days Zachar has spent in camp,
58 days were spent in a punishment cell. He
had lost over 20 kilos and there was no news
as to whether he was still on hunger strike.
A reguest was made for Russian speakers to
contact Mr. F. Katyutin (Irkutsk 996523) who
is Director of the Department in charge of
Order and Discipline in the Irkutsk camps.

Zachar was sentenced to six months of internal
prison in the labor camp on the pretext of his
"behavior." This sentence is a prerequisite

for the extension of his prison sentence accord-
ing to the new changes in Soviet law.

-]13-



Letten No. 6, in trnansport.
Tanya:

Today 44 February 4, 1985, and 1 am being Zransferrned 2o
anothen Labor camp also in the Irkutsk Region, Institution
272/23, Township 0§ Octyabrsky Chumuskdi of the Trkutsk Districkt.
The Stolypin carndiage 4is fLoating along the thack. 1t {8 grow-
ing Light through the carndiage window and 1 am whiting you a
Letten. The Labor camp administration Ln the Township of Bazo4,
where 1 was previously held, 48 faring well now and breathes
cook -- they arne ndid of me.

My girnst appeal to Procuraton Maslov, dated September 30, 1984,
was thrown out. In this appeal, 1 described the beatings and
anti-Semitic activity against me in the camp. 1 wrote this
appeal in ornden o make a stand on these points.

So, T hefd a two day hungen strike in protest from November 17,
to November 18. 1In the beginning of December obviously as a
counten measure, the camp admindistration swung into attack.
They forced me to work on a job which 48 considered shameful:
building a fence in a fonbidden zone, and by these actions
provoking othen inmates against me to undermine my securdity

in the camp. 1In the camp, Lt 4is consdidered that work that

L4 cannied out in the gforbidden zone 44 done only by stool
pigeons. 1 had %o refuse -- what should 1 have done? Foxr
nefusing to do this fob, 1 was punished with two teams in

the special Secunity Ward gfrom December 4, to Decembenr 7,

and grom Decemben 13, to December 20. 1 had %o profong my
hungen strike to edight days, from Decembern 17 to Decembern 25.
The hungenr strnike bonre fruit: the admindistration had to with-
draw L{ts punitive measdunecs.

On Decemben 26, 1 was given a fob with a specific output --

the weaving of mesh baskets. The finst month 1 was considened

to be an apprentice. On January 26, 1985, with no substantial

basis, they put me into the Special Secunity Ward for a ten day
tenm, forn alleged "non-fulfillment of the estimated output".

On the moaning of January 31, 1 was Linformed of the decree zo
intern me Ainto the intendiorn Labor camp prison for a s4ix month
team. In the aftermath, 1 was transferred from Bazod to the
prison of Irkutsk and then on to Labon Camp No. 23. T wilt
reach Khanyahki tomornow, February 5. This name has Japanese
ondigins: At denived its name from the Japanese expression
"BLack Hole", named among the Japanese inmates plLaced thenre
after Wonld War IT.

Therne wene a Lot of investigation commissions in BazoL. 1

was Lissued the formal neplies by Mrn. Bolangan, the Head of
the Management of the Labon Camps, which were forwarded Zo

-14-



you, too. 1% 48 an outrageous L4ie from the {inst Line to the
Last. The conditions 4in Bazod were unbelfievably tennible.
Fresh undeawean Ls not Lssued for 20 days at a time. The Labox
camp inmates are being starved. The interdior walls of the
bathhouse are covened with snow and Lce. To degrade us furthen,
sApoons anre dended to prisonens in the Special Secunity Wanrd.
Unmaev, the Head of the Regional Depanrtment of the Labor Camp
in Bazoi, wrnote that in accordance with Sovief Law, spoons 4in
the Special Secunity Ward are not allowed. Tenrible cold
jornced all the inmates to cling to the heating batterndies.

The teanible situation 448 exacerbated with §4iLth and Lice.

Forn three days in a row, the central heating does not function,
only steam comes up out of the mouth of the heaten. We're
gfrozen to the bone in 19 below zerno weathenx.

The Procunrator's ofgice does nothing. Procunrator Varchashin
makes visitations once a month, Looks around and heads home.
In all probability oun pressure should grnind them to the
ground and make mattens difficult for them. VYou have explicit
Anformation about me s0 they decided o hide me away and put
me into the Lntenior Labor camp prison.

The Last two months water supply 48 cut o044 4in Bazoi. Watern
is being obtained from the central heating battery. 1t 4is
being poured into the drinking cans and we have to drink out
0§ them. When I was in ITrkutsk, 1 was placed in cefl No. 25.
Bedding 448 not provided. Fon 35 persons, they allocated 27
blankets. The spoon situation thene 4is the same. Monreoven,
they take spoons away from us and throw them away. Fonr 35
personsd, there are only seven orh edight spoons. The "fresh
§48h" (new prisonens) 4in Bazodi Camp wenre beaten up, but agtern
we attracted attention to this practice, the beatings were
stopped. One of those inmates who beat me, his name L& Zuov,
44 double-dealing. He was neleased prematurely for such a
"henoic deed”. '

What 48 known about Khanyahki? The camp 44 cramped with
prisonens. There are morne than 2,000 prisonens. Five people
have to sleep on two plank beds. The inmates who are force-
fully being treated forn alcoholism will be put with me. The
Level of food provision thene 4is being kept s0 Low as only 2o
sustain the Level between £ife and death. The noams of food
provision, even conceaning bread, are not observed. They say
that sometimes bread 44 not being brought to the prisonens

fon several days. Beside me, there {45 a man who has served his
time thenre forn a month and now 448 being returned. 1 do not
even know if there is a bathhouse. 1In the camp to which T am
being sent to do my time, £Like in Bazoi, the Linmates anre beding
gorced to sdign a houtine agreement to collabonrate with the
prison admindistration. 14§ the inmate nefuses to obsenve this
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procedurne, he £ threatened that he will be sentenced to
Unit No. 11 (&ike No. 5 4in Bazodi), where homosexual inmates
are kept. It 4is veny Likely that 1 willf be Locked 4in the
intendion camp prison from the very beginning.

My wedlght now 4{s 73 kilLograms. You must know that 1 Lnformed
them that 1 want to play 4t cool, that 1 wilf do the necessary
work, that 1 am not going to break the camp regime. 1 am not
intending to make complaints about my situation as Long as
they provide the approprdiate and Legal conditions of my Zeam.

The Bazodi Adminisztration did not provide me with my pernsonal
clothes. 1 have a hunch that they simply stole them. You know
that 1 had clLothes before my arrest.  So, please bring this point
into Zhe counrt.

Signed,

Zachan Zunshine
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March 4 Tatiana immediately traveled to Octyabrsky District,
to the camp called Khanyahki - the "Black Hole" -
in her continuing struggle to receive information

about her husband.
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Letten No. 7, from Tanya to Chicago Action Fon Soviet Jewny
T0: Chicago Action For Sovdiet Jewny

Marnch 10, 1985

Dean Ones,

1 netunned %o SuendﬁoUAh on Manch 9. Hene ane the evenits
which occunrred whilfe I was 4in Sibenia:

1 was there fon a week beginning on March 4. 1 was Zrying Zo
get information about my husband, Zachar Zunshine. What 1
Leanned 448 that they are trying not to tell me anything about
him. ‘

Finst, 1 had a three houn meeting with the Head of the Camp
Depantment, Bolshakov, at fthe Procuratorn's Office in the
Irkutsk Region. 1T wrnote him a complaint about the Ternible
conditions 4in the Bazodi Camp, according to Zachanr's Letten,
and about the ilLegal neasons fon Zacharn's imprisonment in the
Antennal prison in the Labor camp. He told me only one thing:
"We will take this matien info our consideration and give you
a wnitten answen." However, they told me that there L& no vdio-
Lation of the Law and that will be the text of their Letten
to me. He was very Linterested in the sounrce of my Angormation,
how I know s0 many details about my husband's Life in Labon
camp - that is the specdial thing that internested him.

Afterwands, 1 had a talk with the Head of the Operative
Depantment of the Gulag Office, Major Kovalov (this department
L5 the equivalent of the KGB Lin the camps.) Also phresent at
the meeting was a rephresentative o4 the Regime Department,
Gusarov. Again, they tried not to say anything about Zachanr.
The only thing they said was that Zachar was moved to Khanyahk4
only fon one-half of a year team of his Limprisonmenit because
the intennal Labon camp in Bazod does not function. They said
he will retunn to Bazoi agadin. They sadid, "of cournse Lt 44

a veny tenndible tenm forn him - this one-half year imprisonment
- because he did nothing {iLLegal." This was sadid specifically
by Kovalov. He also said that a month or two would have been
enough for him. ‘

By that statement, it became absolutely clear to me that they
needed only the fact of his Aimprisonment to give Zachar an
additional sentence. They did not even try to conceal 4it.

You see, two tenms of Special Security Ward (on even one Zeam)
in any prison 48 enough to give him an addifional sentence...
and Zachar has already had three tenms in Zhe Special Securnity
Ward in Bazod Camp. So they said, of counse, Lt 48 hanrd but
the admindistration of the camp has the night to give anothenr
team o4 up to halg a yean, s0 they prefer the maximum time.
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They told me that for him it would be too bad if he should

do something again - alluding to his refusal to penform shame-
gful chores - because they will continue to try Lo gdive hdim
these fobs agadin and agadin, in spite of all his and my protests.

They want me not to support Zachan. They told me that T should
behave in anothern way. That 1 should not write supponrtive
Lettens to him...instead, 1 should write advising him to do
anything Zhe camp authonities want and then everything will

be alright. 1t became clean that Zacharn's and my Lettens ane
read not only by the camp censons, which Ls accornding to the
Law, but also by Kovalov since he knew what 1 had written to
lachan and what Zachar had answenred. He 44 the Head of Zhe
Gulag Office in all of the Irkutsk Region and he {8 nreading
Zachan's Lettens pensonally!

Then T went gfrom the ITrkutsk District to Khanyahki, Zo this
"BLack Hole." To get to Khanyahki, you have to go by passengen
trhain Nonthwest from Inkutsk for 23 houns. (1% 48 90 kilometens
grom the town of PLieshet and {4 4in the Region o4 Bahn.) Then,
you take a bus 10 or 12 kilometerns along the Township of Octyabrsky
and get out and choss a niven, by foot, Zo nreach Khanyahki. 1t .
Looks a0 awful. Tt neally Looks Like a black hole. 1t Ls ghrey
and even has blLack houses. There are no streets. It 4s a

very poor township. T mef no people there. Thenre are only
soldiens and dogs. 1 saw only one gloomy ofd woman and 1 asked
hen whene the Post Office was. She told me that thenre L5 no
Post Office here. 1 saw an awgul and dinty truck with big
Lettens written "PEOPLE" - but this ftruck 4s f4it only fon
animals, not people. It is such an awgul place that 1 could
handly keep from crying.

In the camp in Khanyahki, 1 met with the Chief of the Camp,
Colonel Valiulin, and again, he didn't want to answen any of
my questions. 1 undernstand that Lt i8 a common policy not
to give me any Anformation about my husband, in spite of the
fact that 1 am his wife and have a night to know about him.

So, 1T had %o speak with the "natives" because not one of the
officials would speak with me. 1 spoke with people from the
Township of Octyabrsky (those who would speak to me) and they
siad the winter therne L4 fennible and that all of Februanry
the temperature was 40 to 50 degrees below zerno and they even
had a day where the temperatunre was 53 degnrees below zenro.
They told me that the inmates there wonk as wood Loadehrs.

I have Leanned dreadful details about the Special Security

Ward thene: At 48 specdial premises which is not heated at
all - not heated in spite of the fact that it's 50 deghrees
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below zero in the wintern. It 48 made 0§ concrete and the

most awgul thing 44, that thene are no cots at all! No cots
duning the day orn duning the night. They have to sleep on the
concrete fLoon. 1 was told that aften three tenms thenre
nobody can survive. One man told me that after three terms
they either get tuberculosis, aghree fo do everything the
admindstration wants grom them, on die. 1t 48 mundern. VYou
see, nobody can survive these conditions.

Zachan already had three tenms 4in the Special Secunity Wand

in Bazodi. He could be put into this Special Secunity Wanrd

at any time, not only gfrom the Labor camp but from this internal
Labor camp prison. 1 know very well that he will not be '
broken but that he will Lose his health.

I spoke with a man who worked in this Labor camp in Khanyahkdi.
He sadid the food provisdions in the camp are reduced L£ike 4in
the Special Security Ward. They are allowed fo walk §for one-
half hour per day, the rest o4 the time 4s spent in thein cell.
Zachan will be allowed to write one Letter every two months.
Thene 48 a plank cot agfixed to the wall during the day, but
the administration places it down dunding the night. ALL day
Long there they have teo stand on thein feef. The cells anre
§illed with §rom 6 to 15 men. 1 know that Zachar would rathen
be alone than Zo be together with caiminals. 1% 448 venry hanrd
in these conditions - all day Long standing on your feet -4%
i85 very difficult to spend half a yean.

We need evenything as beforne: Lettens to Moscow, to Irkutsk,
to camp ofsicials, showing your outhage at these tennible
conditions. Please, continue calling the government, the
ofgilcials, the heads of ongandizations to ask them to call the
Soviet Union about the situation. We would Like Congressmen
and Senatons to write and ask for a meeting with Zachar. My
husband needs juridical aid, we would Like to have a group of
attorneys ask gforn a meeting with Zachar as his pernsonal attorneys.
;Eeaée send spoons and cups to the Gulag Office in Irkutsk and
oscow.

Gulag Office o4 the USSR
Bolshaya Brommaja 23
Moscow

Signed,

Tatiana Zunshine
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Lettern No. &, defdivered pernsonally to Secretary o4 State George Shult.

Aprnif 15, 1985

The Honorable Geonge Shultz
Secretarny o4 State
Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretany of State:

Beaning the great bunden of nesponsibility forn the foredign
aggains of the United States, you could not be indifferent zo
the problems of human nights and freedoms of human beings, as
they ane being declanred the basic plLatform of the political
cause of the USA. We'xre on the eve of the celebration of Zhe
greatest victorny of cdvilized humankind in the war against
gascism, but not only wans are destroying human Livesd and

not only on the battlefield do people die.

My husband, Zachar Zunshine, togethern with me, desired to Leave
the USSR. He was carrying out his f4Lght to nrealize his night
to Leave from the USSR and 50 now, he's in prison and shanres
the harnd fate of many Soviet Jews who are kept in confinement
fdorn thein §ight fonr nepatniation to Israel and reunification
with thein families. Still arnested sevenely, on false charges,
gforn the "dissemination of anti-Sovdiet information," more zthan

a yean ago, lachar Zunshine was deprived of his night forn Legal
and judicial procedunres of the camp. For two months he was
kept in the Special Security Ward confinement unden tennible
conditions, therefonrne, he appealed before the count in trial.
His defendants, nelatives, griends, co-thinkens, and my friends
werne not allowed to be present duning the count trdial. Benregt
04 the very basis of medical aid required after his hungen
stnikes, having Lost one-quanter of his orndiginal body wedght
during his term in custody, having to be face-to-face with
people who wenre trying to break his will, Zachar Zunshdine found
himsel§ powenrn to f4ight for his honor and dignity.

Inhuman conditions 4in the prison did not break him, despite
the fact that his situation was deterdionating. The sudden
death o4 his mother, who was carndied to the brink of rudn

by hoanifying details of his beatings in the prison. At the
ginst Labor camp in Sibendia, cruel beatings, special so0litary
conginement, mockery -- exdistence in conditions which are un-
bearable even gorn animals, could not trample undenfoot his
deelings of honorn and self-dignity. That is why he has been
deprived of any contacts with me. For several months, 1 have
not heard anything from and about him.

For severnal months he 44 congined in the Sibenia Internal
Labor Camp Prison, the condition of which bears a nesemblance
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04 much cruelty. 1In one 04§ his Lettens written 4in prison,
my husband wrnote, "I% has become clear a Long Zime ago that
Lige does not constitute a primarny value in Ltself. There
are more important things in the wornld than Life Ltself.
And 4in some cases, Lt 44 not worth the thought to cling to
it veny strongly."

1 do know, that although the danger o4 death L& Limpending on -
him, he nemained a man, even there. Even 4i{ the power of the
spinitual might of human bedings happens fto be grandiose,
there arne stilL Limits to oun physical abillities.

Mrn. Secretary o4 State, 1 despenrnately hope and rely on

youn pensonal help, on your practical steps with objectives
0f saving Lives, and nelease from the prison of my husband,
and an unhampered Leave of our family from the USSR,

Grategqully,

Tatiana Zundhine, Kakhovaka 4, Apt. 131, Riga, Latvian SSR
USSR.
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Letten No. 9, delivened pernsonally to President Ronald Reagan

Aprnil 15, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dean Mn. Presdident:

I am appealing to you because I nely on younr special help,
because the greatness of a political Leader is also being
determined by how many £ives he saves and how many people on
eanth he makes secure. We're on the eve of the celebration o4
the greatest victory of cdvilized humankind in the war against
gascism, but not only wars are destroying human Lives and not
only on the battlLegield do people die.

My husband, Mrn. Zachar Zunshine, togethen with me, desinre to Leave
the USSR. fe was carrying out his fight to realize his right to
Leave from the USSR and s0 now, he's 4in prison and shares the hand
gdate of many Soviet Jews who are kept in confinement for theinr
§ight for repatriation to Isnrael and reundification with thein
gamilies. StLiLL arrested severnely, on false changes, fon the
"dissemination of anti-Sovdiet Anformation," more than a yean

ago, Zachar Zunshine was deprived of his right for Legal and
judicdial procedunres of the camp. For two months, he was kept

in the Special Secunity Wanrd confinement unden ternible conditions,
thenefore, he appealed before the count in trial. His defendants,
relatives, 4frniends, co-thinkens, and my griends, wenre not aflowed
to be present duning the count trial. Bereft of the veny basis

of medical aid required after his hungern strikes, having Lost
one-quarter of his oniginal weight during his tenm in custody,
having to be face-to-face with people who were trying to break

his will, Zachanr Zunshine gound in himself powen to fight foxr

his honor and dignity.

Inhuman conditions 4in the prison did not break him, despite the
dact that his situation was deteniorating. The sudden death o4

his mothen, who was carnied to the brink of nuin by hoanifying
details of his beating 4in the prison. At the finst Labor camp

in Sibenia, cruel beatings, special solitary confinement, mockenry
-- exdstence in conditions which are unbearable even for animals,
could not trample undergoot his gfeelings of honor and self-dignity.
That 4is why he has been deprived of any contacts with the outsdide
world for many months and any contacts with me. For several
months, 1 have not heard anything grom and about him.
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Forn several months he L& confined in the Sibenia Intennal

Labon Camp Prison, the condition of which beans a rnesemblance

0f much cruelty. In one of his Lettens waitten 4in the prison,

my husband wrote, "It has become clear a Long time ago that

Life does not constitute a primary value in Ltseld. There ane
monre important things in the wonld than Life itself. And 4n

some cases, Lt L8 not wonth the thought to cling to it very
strongly."

1 do know, that afthough the danger of death is Aimpending on hdim,
he remained a man, even there. Even L{§ the powen of the spiritual

might of human beings happens to be grandiose, there are still
Limits Lo ounr physical abilities.

Mrn. President, don't Let my husband die. Help me to save his
Lige and greedom.

Grategully,

Signed: Tatiana Zunshine, Kakhovaka 4, Apt. 131, Riga,
Latvian SSR, USSR
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Tatiana was detained by Major Kovalov, the Head
of the Riga KGB "Jewish Department," who threat-
ened her with reprisals for her activity on
behalf of her husband.

Prison address:
Institution UK 272/23
Township of Octyabrsky

District of Irkutsky Region
RSFSR
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Letter No. 10, appeal grom Tatiana Zunshine to Government 0fficials

May 23, 1985

To: Deputdies of the Supreme Soviet of the Latvian Republic
Deputies of the USSR
Deputies of the Russian Republic

Dean Mr. Deputy:

On March 6, 1984, my husband, Mr. Zachan Zunshine, was arnested
gon his aspiration to Leave the USSR, accused 04 anti-Soviet
sLanden and sentenced to Zhree yeans of Aimprisonment. On
Septemben 26, on the §inst day of his arnival to the Labon

Camp No. 14, of the Irkutsk Region, my husband was brutally
beaten 4in the camp headquanrters. To provoke chanrges, he had
been twice put into the Special Secunity Ward begfore. On
January 31, he was transferred to the Labor Camp No. 23 0§ the
same negdion and without any heason, put Linto the internnal Labon
camp prison gor one-halg a year texam.

The conditions 4in the Labor camps o4 the Irkutsk Region Zhreaten
not only ones health, but one's Life. Ternible cold, §4iLth and
Lice, waten is being obtained from the central heating battenies.
In the Specdial Security Ward, one could fall ALL with tubernculosdis.
The noams of good provision L& not observed, spoons are not avail-
able. Monreover, they take spoons gfrom those who have them. From
Decembenr 1, 1 have no Letters from my husband. The administration
04 the camp refuses Lo Linform me the neason for this. 1 do not
know what has been done with him; what is the state of his health
-~ 4§ his health 4s good enough to wnite me a Letten, why does
“the administration of the camp nefuse to send Lt to me. Why

do the officials of the Gulag Office and Procuratorn's Office of
the Inkutsk Region keep silent on my rnequest about no Lettens.

Dear Mr. Deputy, help me get Lettens from my husband. Help
me save his Life and healih.

Signed,

Tatiana Zundhine
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