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TAPE 40 - JIM McGOVERN INTERVIEW

McGOVERN:

Why don't we start just by yoﬁr telling
me about how you became involved in El

Salvador issues?

o ) it

fe11,
’)\,C O(; (/\\Q Na«ks fesmdived ra £C .
El Salvador and Mokley's first

involvement came back in 1983, when a
group of Salvadoran refugees came to
visit him in his Boston office and they
were frightened and scared because they
were afraid they were going to be
deported back to their country, which
was engulfed in this violent civil war.
And they, you know, came to Mokley very
nervously and said, "Can you help us,
you know, get a reprieve? We were
afraid to go back. We'll be killed."
And they had explained how they had left
El Salvador. And one of them had, you
know, was a student activist and heard
that the military came looking for him
at his parents' house. And as they went
in the front door he went out the back
door, and kept on running until he got

to Boston, I guess. But, uh, anyway,

mny flrst 1nvolvement really, w1th e
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Mokley, you know, agreed to look into it
for him. And, uh, we'd been, we were
dealing with the Reagan administration
at the time, and they had absolutely no
sympathy whatsoever for the plight of
Salvadoran refugees, and we, you know,
we tried, we pleaded with them to try to
see whether or not they would grant what
they called Extended Voluntary
Departure, which was just a temporary
stay of deportation until the violence
had ended, and they wouldn't, you know.
And the reason they wouldn't was because
they wouldn't acknowledge that El
Salvador was undergoing this violent
civil war. They, uh, they said all
these people who come to the United
States are just here for one reason, and
that is economiiii So we, Mokley then
embarked on, you know, a, an effort that
I think took almost seven years. And we
finally passed a bill called Temporary
Protected Status, which gave these
Salvadorans, gave, you know, literally

hundreds of thousands of Salvadorans a
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temporary stay of deportation and, you
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know, it'shstill in effect now. r@ that E%
gﬂ q - of _hs CMoakds 1 Vlvged A t<
wad our first involvement. And then,
uh, you know, just when we, just when we
thought we were through with kind of the
Salvadoran issue, because Mokley is very
much a bread-and-butter politician.
He's not one of these foreign policy
experts. You know, he, he learned
diplomacy not in the Fletcher School but
on the streets of South Boston where he
grew up, and when the, when the six
Jesuit priests and two women were killed
in November of 1989, speaker Tom Foley
called him up and said, "Geez, I want to
put, I want to do something. I want to
put together a special task force to
monitor the Salvadoran government's
investigation, and I want you to head
it." And Mokley said, "Well, why do you
want me to head it? I mean, I, you
know, I'm, you know, I don't know, I'm
not an expert on diplomacy." And he
says, you know, and he says, and Mokley

says, "If you took out an ad, you know,

Q’_Aé
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in the congressional newspapers saying,
'‘Who wants this job?'," he said, "you'd
probably get 434 applicants, but you
wouldn't get my name." And Foley said,
"Well, that's why I want you. s I mean, I
want, you know, this is a very
controversial issue, and there's a lot
of deep-seated partisan emotions on this
issue, you know, and you have a
reputation for being a genial fellow,
and you can help, you know, kind of, uh,
maybe de-fang some of the right wingers
up here, and you can, you know, maybe,
and you're honest enough not to buy into
what the left wingers will tell you.

You know, you'll just, you'll say what
you, you'll tell the truth." And that's
how we got involved, you know, and
that's how we got in monitoring the
Jesuit case, and, uh, you know, uh,

we've been involved in it ever since.

Why do you think that the Jesuit murders
struck such a chord both with members of
Mokley and yourself, and also with the

people in general here in the State?
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MCGOVERN: ﬁﬂ?ll' it's a terrible thing to say, but,

you know, because really, you know, the
killing of a priest is, you know, is no
more outrageous than the killing of a
peasant. But, you know, when people,
when people here in the United States,
you know, the idea of killing a holy
man, you know, is just, you know, people
can't fathom it. It's beyond, you know,
comprehension. I mean, it's like, you
know, it's not only terrible it's, you
know, it's more than terrible. T mean,
it's just that kind of reaction. And,
so, I mean, I think people were just
outraged by the fact that, you know,
they, someone went in, you know, to
their rooms in the middle of the night
and killed six priests. And it just
was, you know, a horrifying crime. And,
uh, so, I mean, that, you know, that's
one thing. The other thing is the press
had basically ignored El Salvador for
the, in the later part of the 1980's.
You know, there were still human rights

violations going on, but the military
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down there was a little bit more clever.
I mean, they knew that, you know,
killing a hundred people would probably

make The Washington Post, but if you

killed five people, it won't, you know,
and you still can get the same
intimidation effect by killing five
people as you did a hundred people. So
there was, the military became a little
bit more clever on how they, on how they
did their dirty work. And it wasn't
newsworthy enough. And when the priests
were killed, there was this, it was like
a wake-up call here in Congress. A lot
of pecple were saying, "Jesus, I thought
we had, we were thrbugh with E1
Salvador. I thought, you know, I hadn't
read about it in the newspapers for five
or six years. I thought that was all
taken care of." And then all of a
sudden on the front pages of all the
paper were these pictures of six priests
that had been shot repeatedly, and all

of a sudden it was backakAnd people

o

started saying, you know, maybe our
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foreign policy wasn't such a success
after all. You know, maybe things
haven't calmed in El Salvador. In fact,

there was another thing that happened.

Well, I grew up outside of Lowell, and
to me I think it seems that coming from

Massachusetts the, uh . . .

1§:37 22 - disuspd o Ll S 044,

éfah look, I'm from, 1 right. I,m
Cedloded

from Worster, Massachusetts, you know.
I, you know, I'm from a fairly, I'm the
only son and there's, I have two
sisters. If I was one of two sons, I
mean, one of us would have probably gone
into the priesthood. I mean, that's the
way you were, you were raised. And, uh,
always raised to be very respectful of
priests. When I see a priest in the
street here, you know, you're supposed
to say, "Hi, Father, how are you doing?"
You know, if you see a nun, "Hi,
Sister." I mean, it's very much part of
the culture, you know, of Massachusetts.

And it's the same way in Boston, where

Mokley's from. I mean, you're always
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very, very, very respectful of, uh, you
know, of the clergy. I mean, when you
see them in a restaurant or at a, or at
a party, you know, you always go up and,
"Nice to see you, father," type of
thing. So, I mean, there was that.

But, you know, when we first got into
this thing, when we went down there and
went to the site, it really, it really
wasn't, uh, so much kind of a Catholic
issue for us. I mean, it became more
that, of an issue that, "I can't believe
someone did this." You know, I mean, it
wasn't so, it.wasn't, when you looked at
how the violence, how terrible and
violent the crime wés. I mean, it was
not only the priests they killed, but
these two defenseless women who were
just riddled with bullets, and, and
these soldiers went on the campus, they
killed them, and they stuck around.
There were beer cans strewn, you know,
near the bodies. I mean, that someone
would go in and kill anybody like that,

and then treat it so casually that you



just open up a can of beer, you know,
and have it, and then toss it away, and
then just kind of slowly walk away, it
was, you know, it was Jjust, it was
shocking. And then, add to that, you
know, the attitude of the military of
the high command. The supposed, the
best and the brightest, according to our
embassy. You know, the guys who were
the real good guys are in control of the
military. You know, the guys who
receive U.S. training, the guys who, you
know, are really for peace, the guys who
respect human rights, I mean,
supposedly, and you sit with these
people, and it was like, uh, you knoyZ}
one of the things, Mokley started,
Mokley doesn't take a lot of notes, but
during our meeting with the high command

z’ 'Sy Mfﬁ'o(*lu (3‘.37@
ept on, he kept a Tittle tally.

{ggg we had about a two-hour meeting with
all the, with all the members of the
Ssalvadoran high command, so his first
meeting with them, and he said at the

- end of the meeting, he says, you know,
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we sat here for two hours. He says, "We
talked about this killing. You called
it stupid. You called this bad
political calculation. You called this
unfortunate. But no one here ever said
they were sorry. There was no kind of
attitude that, you know, this was, this
was just wrong. I mean, everybody, they
talked about in terms of, 'Boy, we
really blew this, I mean, you know,
because you guys are down here now. You
know, if we had handled this differently
and you guys hadn't come down, it would
have been okay.'" And it was, you know,
it was really chilling to sit there with
these guys and listen to them talk about
this in very kind of cold and
calculating terms. You know, not that,
and there was no, no sorrow. And it's,
and, I think, you know, that bothered
Mokley's heart(?). You know, we're
paying these guys salaries. We sent a
lot of money to El Salvador, and these
people live very well, these generals,

because the U.S. taxpayers had to foot
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the bill, and, you know, and think that
we were basically paying the salaries of
guys like that, you know, you just can't
help bgt feel, you know, upset and angry
about the whole thing. And then as it
was we found out later, uh, not only
were these guys just, you know, callous,
you know, about the, and cavalier about
the whole issue but, you know, the
Minister of Defense himself and the Vice
Minister of Defense were involved in
this thing. So, you know, it's really,
you know, it was all these things
together, you Kknow. You sit down there
and you, you know, and you think about
the whole case and about the extent of
the involvement, and about the U.S. role
in this whole thing, it really was, it

was really quite upsetting;}

Did, did you get the sense that, talking
to the congressman, he had the sense
that the reason he was hearing all this
sort of calculating discussion was that
this was not an uncommon occurrence.

That the people they happened to kill
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being international, internationals and
visible to the rest of the world,
perhaps (?) with the idea that they were
going to eliminate people who were so

concerned?

, 1§ e 5§ e quon L
£ tni

nk, I think that, uh, we had a
meeting one night with, uh, with some
mid-level officers. It was a secret
meeting. And they, they said to Mokley,
they said, "Why are you making such a
fuss over this?" You know, "Why this
case?" You know, "You, the United
States government," and he meant the
embassy, "You don't like these priests.
I mean, You thought the Jesuits were
subversives. You never said anything
nice about them. You know, you went out
of your way to tell everybody that they
were, their political views were to the
left, you know. You went out of your
way to try to align them with the enemy.
You know, you, the United States
government, did that. You know, they're
killed. What's the big deal? I mean,

you didn't like them any more than we
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did." Mokley was just kind of
flabbergasted. I mean, he couldn't, he
says, you know, "I can't believe I'm
hearing this." But there is a logic to
it. It's not only with the priests.
It's with labor unionists, it's with
students. You know, I remember going to
El Salvador before the Jesuits were
killed and, you know, you get your
country briefing, and they always talk
about, "Well, this union's aligned with
the FMLN, this union's aligned with the
FMLN." You know, and, "These priests,
you know, they're all, they're in bed
with the FMLN, and the Catholic church's
human rights office, well, you know,
they're too soft on the FMIN." You
know, and in a place like El Salvador, I
mean, that's basically kind of the, you
know, degree that, you know, these guys
were expendale}l And, uh, and, you
know, and again, you know, it was
upsetting to Mokley that, you know, to,
to think that, you know, that in any way

our government, you know, the United
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States in any way, shape or form gave
the impression that it was okay, you
know, to kill some of hese people. g?

§ ool o ol Ly ot
on't think Anyone in our government,
you know, wanted to see anybody dead,
but it's, it's just our careless
attitude. You know, it's really
unforgivable;)when you look back on the
last ten years. I always wondered if
someone did a study, you know, on, you
know, whether there was a correlation
between people that the U.S. embassy
denounced in some way, or in any public
way or to any, to any military officer,
and whether they ended up dead, you
know, a month or two months or six
months later. I mean, I bet there is
some sort of a correlation. (ﬁsgﬁﬁéégii
the U.S. is, you know, intended to in
any, you know, direct way to, you know,
to have any of these people end up dead,
but it's our carelessness. In a place
1ike E1 Salvador, you know, if you're

called a communist, if you're called a,

you know, a rebel leader, you know,
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chances are your life is in Jjeopardy.
And that's the way it was, I mean,

before the peace, before the peace

treaty was signedz}

We heard a joke down in El Salvador that
I guess is actually a pretty old joke
down there, which is, "Why is the United
States the only country that hasn't had

a coup?"
Yeah.

"Tn the Western Hemisphere." The answer
is, "It's the only country without an

American embassy."

e M e S obhay By pvadpe-g g
(Yeah.g Well, I g;%, s far as thea ﬁ

embassy goes} I, I spent an awful lot of
time personally with the, with officials
at the embassy over the last three
years, more time than I, that I think

that I can even, they came and

" calculated in so many hours and probably

days and weeks. And for the most part I
have a great deal of respect for the

people that work there. And it's a,
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it's a tough job. And they're very
dedicated people and, for the most part,
I think,wthey're decent people. But
étﬁgwgguéﬁ ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@%u;aoﬁgéﬁj from
Washington are the, uh, you know, the
impression that we want to give, that we
want you to project down there was that,
all's well, everything's fabulous here,
you know, the human rights situation is
comparable to Bermuda. You know, that's
the image. And, you know, we're.paying
you to do that. And, so do it. And so
when delegations come down, you know,
they're giving you the party line. And
when they don't, I mean, I know on
occasions when there were individuals
who didn't, you know, who, who, you
know, who told the truth, and they get
nailed;\ You know, they get reeled in.
And so it's, you know, and people, you
know, a lot of times people say, "Geez,
you know, that's terrible. Don't these
guy have consciences?" Well, they do,
but they also want to have a career.

You know, a lot of these guys who were
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working in human rights issues now are
hoping some day to be an ambassador or
hoping to get a better assignment next
time, you know, maybe in a country
that's not in the middle of a civil war.
And so, you know, there's this kind of
tendency to say, well, "Is this worth
risking my career over, or should I just
shut up, or just do what I'm supposed to
do?" And I think that, you know,
there's always, there's always been a
struggle with a lot of people in the
embassy between, you know, saying what
they know is true and being honest about
it and, you know, and worrying about
covering their ass. I mean, and so
it's, so it's, you know, I have respect
for them because, and I also have a
great deal of sympathy for them because
I know they're in a tough position. And
in the Jesuit case, you know, I have a,
our ambassador, Ambassador Walker, was
very much maligned by a lot of human
rights groups, and the Jesuits in

particular, and, you know, he's a friend
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of mine and I think he's a good man and
a decent man, and I think that, you
know, he truly wanted to see justice in
this case, and he tried the best he
could, but he made a lot of mistakes
along the way. He wasn't the best
diplomat in the world, and he was
presiding over an embassy that had all,
you know, that had in, like, in one
month seen the, uh, this Finastras(?)
union bombing, the Jesuits were killed,

and a massive offensive all at once.

—V EHIM

And, you know, trying to make sense out

of it and trying to, you know, to do the
right things, he was in a diffiiult

spot. Bé@% 2%5?3,S§Qﬁﬁi§g;fw§%£;£nk 4%:"’
that the, that the, you know, a lot of
people beat up on the embassy. I think

the real problem is not so much the

embassy but, you know, the people here

in the pin-striped suits in the State
Department who were basically giving the

embassy officials their marching orders)

Well, that's the issue that Ambassador

Wwhite told us he left over.
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Right.

The murder of the nuns. He was
basically asked to certify that

everything was being . . .

Right.

. . . done on the up and up and, in
fact, it wasn't. That was the critical
moment for him in terms of ending his
career in foreign service. And I'm sure
there were a lot of other people that
may not have made the same decision, but

that's the impression.

: G A% (4] t e
. f mean, you know,

yog io;k at
our reports, I mean, there's a lot of
detail in our, Mokley's, the Mokley
Commission issued a number of reports.
There's a lot of detail. And, um, a lot
of that detail was given, you know, was
provided to us by officials at the
embassy who, you know, would not,
couldn't go public, but agreed to tell

us, you know, in a confidential way, in

£ nds amz\i;, »v’itﬁw@ R' D
a private way. &\ nd sg T m‘éI h:\ve%a l:é

b4fluuu/h
S50 «
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more sympathy for a lot of the embassy
people than a lot of other people, you
know, on the outside do, because I, a
lot of these guys helped us 6ut. A lot
of these guys helped, you know, showed
us things or provided us with details
that helped us put the puzzle together.
And, so we'll forever be grateful to
those people at the embassy for doing
that. 1It's the people here in
Washington that, I think, missed the
boat on El1 Salvador and missed the boat
on the Jesuit case. We never got the
impression that, that the truth was the
ultimate goal, you know, up here. It
was always, you know, "Damage control,
damage control. We have a military aid
&;gglcoming up. You know, damage
control. How do we continue the
military aid? How do we avoid a debate?
How do we, you know, how do we keep
everything under, under control?" And
it was, I never really felt it was, they
never took the role that Mokley thought

they should have taken which is, you
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know, someone should have said, "Listen,
you son of a bitch. You know, you
better turn over the people who killed
the priests. We better know the whole
truth. Otherwise, you're getting cut
off, period.“ You know, there was never
that kind of thread. And when we
started, when we started getting into
the investigation, and we started
encountering a lot of resistance from
the military, Mokley started saying,
"Look, you guys better, you'd better
shape up, because I'm going to cut your
aid." And they were like, "Yeah, you
know, we've heard that again and again.
When the nuns were killed you told us
that. When the, you know, when the, in
the Sheridan case you told us that.
You've told us that a thousand times.
You know, you're not going to cut our
aid. You know, if you cut our aid, you
know, the left will reign, and you don't
want that." Mokley said, "Well, we're
going to cut your aid. You know, I'm

telling you right now." And they didn't
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believe us, and then we did. Mokley
brought an amendment to the floor, and
cut their aid in half. And, you know,
all of a sudden there were, "Gee, they
cut our aid. They really meant it."

And then we started to see things move a
l1ittle bit. Not as much as we wanted
to, but every time we would cut their
aid, they'd do a little bit more. I
mean, they'd throw us a few carrots.

Not anywhere, not what we needed, but
there was movement. And I think, uh,
you know, it made you think, you know,
why didn't we get tougher ten years ago?
You know, why didn't we play hardball
ten years ago? We would have probably
ended up, you know, with a peace
settlement, and we would have ended up

with a lot less dead, you know, had we

done that?)

Why didn't the U.S. government, in your

estimation?
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true character of the people that we
supported, you know, has come out in the
Jesuit case, I mean, very clear. You
know, the great hero of the armed
forces, the Minister of Defense, you
know, was smack in the middle of this
whole thing. The Vice Minister of
Defense was involved. The entire army,
you know, there was a massive cover-up
in the army. No one thought it was
important, to this day, to tell the
truth about that case, or any other
case. And, you know, to think that, you
know, that we're siding with those
people, you know, is really sad. It's
not what this country's all about. It's
not what we're, at least not what we're
supposed to be about. And I never
thought that, I always thought that our
policy down there was, was misguided
from Day One. (i’mean, I do not want, I
do not wish, I don't think anybody
wished that the FMILN would win or
anything like that. I think what people

had hoped was that, you know, some sort
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of a negotiated settlement similar to
one that's been achieved could have been
achieved a long time ago. But under the
Reagan and Bush administrations,
negotiations, the word "negotiation" was
a dirty word until just recently. It
was a dirty word until after the Jesuits
got killed. And the Jesuits, as tragic
as that was, that was the turning point,
you know, for the peace process. That's
when everybody started to get serious.
That's when the army, you know, when
cut their rate in half the army knew
that, you know, the, you know, the days
of the free lunch were about to go away,
that Congress ﬁas getting sick of them.
And I think that when the FMLN failed to
overthrow the government in their
offense in 1989, I think they realized
that, you know, we're not going to
witness war any time soon, probably not
ever. I mean, this could go on forever
and ever. So, I think, you know, it
just helped create a climate that I

think led to these, the peace agreementi)
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We talked about going down there for the
first time, and before that about the
perception here in Congress that, you
know, "We've finally got it straightened
out down there," before that. Will you
just tell me what it was like, because I
recently had the same experience, to go
there for the first time? What, what
kind of preconceptions in terms of what
the conditions were down there had

changed once you saw?

Well, for Mokley, I mean, it was, I had
been there a few tlmes beﬁere, before
the Jesults had been killed, so I'd been
there a few times, anqw;fd’spent‘spme‘
tlme 1n the countty And, you know, I
had, I had a pretty good idea what the,
you know, the landscape of the country, \
and I knew most of the players. For
Mokley, his flrst trip down there, you
know, £Ath1nk he was 1mpressed that 1t
was one of the most beautlful countrles
phys1cally, I mean, geographically, that

he had ever been to. ;mpeagL”it[s a

beautlful country. And, and, you know,
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and, how tragic it was that this
beautiful country was Jjust being totally
disrupted by a violent war, and that,
{rig( I t{unﬂ"tfhat that "Ts %ﬁ?mhlm the’
most. And still, it hits me the most
when I think about those days, is tha?—’/
the tension that you felt when you get
off the plane, and you could hear the
bombs going off in the background, and
occasional gunfire and, you know, when
we first went down after the Jesuits
were killed, there still was a curfew.
And there were, you know, roadstops
everywhere you went. You'd drive by a
bus that some soldiers pulled over and
they had all the people lined up and
looking at their papers and guestioning
them. And, you know, you just, it was a
very oppressive place, and I also think
that when we went to visit the site
where the Jesuits were killed, you know,
you can hear about these things, people
can tell you stories, you know, "Six
priests got killed," and they can

describe it to you, but somehow it's

1§ 585 20
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different when you're there, you know,
when you're standing on the spot where
it happened, and where you see the
bloodstains and you, and you just, you
know, you get sick to your stomach
because it's just so, so hard to
comprehend.)And, you know, and I think
that's, you know, it's hard to put all
these things in words, but the fact of
the matter is, you know, being there,
you know, and just, you know, realizing
that you're standing on the ground where
all this happened, you know, you just,
it has this, you know, real strong kind
of impact on you. It's hard to

describe, but it's, it's complicated.
It's hard to sort of compartmentalize?
Yeah.

We're going to change the tape.
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Let's go back now to November and talk
about what transpired when Congressman
Mokléy was first asked to head up

inquiries, and how things began to come

out.

oy L L
were first asked, you

?ﬁwhén we
know, we tried to figure out what the
hell we were supposed to do. You know,
what do you do? I mean, we're not sure,
our (?) are not Scotland Yard. We don't
know anything about investigating, you
know, murders. How do you, how do we
begin? And, uh, and so we spent
pbasically the month of December just
doing a lot of reading, stuff that was
available, just to find out who all the
players were, and a little bit about El
salvador's history, and about, you know,
some of the, some of the previous
crimes. And we met with a lot of
government officials, people from, you
know, from former administrations. And

we sat down with everybody from people

1ike Bob White to Elliot Abrams, just to

19:30:(5
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get their perspectives, to see what they
were thinking about all this stuff. And
then we planned a trip, a staff trip in
early January, then a trip from Mokley
in February. And we basically, you
know, that's how we kind of began the
whole thing. But A% T Y. i : '
g. Bu ﬁ was interesting, 192 22 971
the month of December was a, kind of a
tumultuous month because there was a
potential witness, this womén, Lucia
Serna, who was, supposedly had
information about the case, and there
was an unfortunate incident in which it
was arranged for her to come to the
United States, and the United States
government did not behave with great
sensitivity and wisdom, and what our
State Department did was they, she cones
to, she's scared out of her mind, and (‘?23%1 O()
they fly her to Miami where she's
brought into a room with six FBI guys
and they, you know, and an embassy
official, and they hook her up to a
polygraph tests. I think she thought

she was going to be electrocuted, and
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asking her, "What did you see? What did
you see?" And she said, "I saw some
army guys that night." And they put her
up to a polygraph test, and she was
nervoﬂs, she was worried about her child
and her husband, and they kept on asking 19 - %5 ' 79
her, "What did you see? What did you
see?" She says, "I saw, I saw the Army
do it." She says, "I can't really, I
didn't see any faces, but they were
wearing visors." And, you know, she
described the uniforms. And this went
on for several days. And then they
bring in a Salvadoran colonel to
interrogate her. So this time she just
panics, and they said, "What did you
see?" She says, "Nothing. I saw 19 :5%:‘5
nothing." And it was a real unfortunate
episode, because I think it dissuaded
other potential witnesses from coming
forward. I mean, people, it left the
impression that the United States
government was trying to shake anybody,
you know, who pointed a finger at the

military. It looked like we were doing
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the work of the military. I mean, I,
we've talked to the FBI about this, I
reviewed the transcripts and the whole
thing. I don't think thaﬁ's what was, I
don't.think that was the point of it. I
think what happened was there was, you
know, the United States government H @4’3%’0
showed great, a great ability, you know,
to screw a situation up. I mean, we
were terribly insensitive and very
incompetent. It was just, it was a
botched deal, and I think it, I think it
had a bad impact on, you know, trying to
squeeze the truth out of people. But as
late as January 2nd, our government was

still suggesting that maybe FMLN had

done i#)

Tell me again, and, I was going to

mention that it might be, I know you're
sitting there and all of us are sort of
sitting around here, it's easy to just

look around.

McGOVERN: Right.
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McGOVERN:

McGOVERN:

TAPE 41

But later on it looks like you're kind

of . . .
I'm spaced out.

For somebody to look at, I just wanted
to caution you about that. But, could
you just talk a little bit about this
woman and who she was, because I think
for our audience it would be important
to know who she was and where she was
the night of October 16th.

14 4340 Lo { ot

%ell, Lucia Serna was a housekeeper at

the, for the Jesuits. And since there

was an offensive going on, she spent the
night, you know, on campus. And she was
there the night the priests were killed,

and was awoken by gunfire, and then she

went and looked out the window and she,

she saw, you know, these army guys, and

she heard voices, and she was able to
hear a few phrases, but she could

recognize them because they had visors

and because of the uniform and that kind

of stuff. So she was, you know, that's

all she saw, really. You know, there

1‘7:563‘5
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was nothing more. I mean, she's a woman
who had almost no education, .a very poor
woman, had a little daughter, and she,
you know, she told one of the priests
that I, you know, "I saw this, I heard
this." And, uh, you know, and then, you
know, from there the story goes on, and
it was decided that she would be taken,
be brought to the United States, and the
Jesuits in the United States would take
care of her. And what nobody knew,
because the U.S. embassy never told
anybody, was that when she got off the
plane in Miami she was going to be
greeted by FBI men, and tpey were to
question her. And it was, you know,
again, a very unfortunate event, and it
shouldn't have happened, and it was
just, it showed unbelievable incompetent
on behalf of our government. I mean, it

was just terrible)

But this was just the beginning.

é anotan 4w o el {4 o

his was just the beginningl This is

like the, this is in December. And on
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January 2, 1990, I remember this date,
we had a meeting with, our first meeting
with the ambassador, Ambassador Walker,
in Washington, and with the whole team
of State Department officials. They
were coming in to see Mokley for the
first time. And they came in with the
charts and with, you know, all kinds of

maps and pictures and, you know, all

kinds of props. And the bottom line la:%1" 28

was, you know, according to them, was
that it's very possible that the rebels
had killed the priests, you know. And,
uh, we can't prove it, but, you know,
rebels have a tendency to dress up in
military uniforms, you know. Think
about it, this would have been a great
thing for them to do because it would
make the army look bad, and that's what
they wanted and, you know, on and on and
on. And Mokley sat there like, "You
know, you've got to be crazy. You know,
maybe, maybe you're right. I don't
know. We'll see. We're going to look

into this, but it doesn't make any sense
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to me." And that very day in El
Salvador where the ambassador and his
team were telling us that, a U.S. Army
officer in the embassy came forward and
told ﬂis superior that, "Look, you know,
three weeks ago my buddy in the
Salvadoran Army told me that this guy, 19?‘??552f*
this guy and this guy were involved,
and, you know, the military did it."
And, uh, so, you know, and at that, and
what happened, what happened with that
information, which is another example of
incompetence, was that, you know, this
poor U.S. officer comes forward with
this bombshell, and rather than
contacting the U.S. Ambassador, rather
than having their, you know, embassy [q:’§7!<)(
team briefing on, "Geez, what do we do
with this? How do we handle this? You
know, this guy directly, one of our guys
is saying right up front that the
Salvadoran Army is involved in this, how
do we handle this?" Rather than doing
any of the things that I think a

sensible person would do, our people,



our military group advisor at the
embassy, took this young officer and
marched him over to see the Minister of
Defense of El Salvador and sat him down
with him. And I think he was Army Chief
of Staff at the time, General, now
General Ponce, and sat him down with him {q : gCZ 26
and said, "General, this guy says that,
you know, this happened, this happened,
this happened." You know, and Ponce
looks at him and says, "Well, you know,
are you sure?" He says, "Yes.

Colonel . . ." He named the colonel who
told him this. He says, "Colonel Abulus
told me this whole story." So Ponce,
you know, sends one of his advisors out
to get Colonel Abulus, and an hour-and-
a~-half later, I'm sure after Abulus was
well-briefed, you know, no one from the
United States accompanied this emissary
to get Abulus, Abulus comes back and
says, "I don't even know what this gquy's
talking about. He's lying. I never
said that.") And, uh, so, you know, (q " 40:20

again, it's just another example, I
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think, of, you know, it could have been

handled better."jg |

And this is typical of the kind of

responses you got from our military

throughout.
2 (‘f - g,f s \ié@% ﬁ’éﬂ ’3 th& ¢ %ﬁ_’
T
McGOVERN: Yeah. i?he military, the m111tary, with

us, they didn't gquite know what to make
of Jim Mokley. I mean, Jim Mokley is a,
you know, tough, South Boston
politician. I mean, a former boxer. I
mean, who's, you know, kind of very
lively and he's, you know, he's kind of fCﬂﬂl%O 41
very much like Tip O'Neill. They didn't
quite know what to make of this guy. I
mean, when he came down. And he's not
at all, you know, skilled in the art of
diplomacy. I mean, he's just very rough
around the edges. I mean, when he says,
"We went down to El Salvador we looked
like the Masons on vacation." I mean,
we stood out like a sore thumb. There
was, everybody was looking, you Kknow,
who, what's this, the circus? I mean,

and, uh, you know, he's very loud and
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boisterous, "Hi, how are you? How you
doin'? Nice to see you." You know.

But he's also very direct. I mean,
there's no, no beating around the bush.
And when we sat down with the members of
the high command, you know, and they
basically told us, you know, that they
were, you know, deaf, dumb or blind the
night of the murders and, you know,
nobody in the military saw anything, you
know, and they went through this whole
story about how, you know, they can't
believe any of them were involved,
Mokley says, you know, Mokley very
directly said to them, he says, "You're
lying to me. I mean, I could see that
you're, you know, you can't bullshit an
old bullshitter, General, and I know
you're lying to me. So, you know, you
got a choice. You can either tell me
the truth. We can either clear this {ﬁ'.44 U;@;
thing up, or you lose your aid. You
know, it's up to you. But, you know,
don't feed me any more of this crap,

because I'm not buying it." And, uh,

TAPE 41
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and they're all like, "Geez, you know,
you don't talk to me that way. I'm the,
you know, I'm the first Minister of
Defense," or "I'm the army Chief of
Staff," or "I'm the minister of
Defense." He's like, "You know, you can
talk to me that way, too. I don't care.
I mean, if you think my comments to you M‘Lk?/( (cl
are bad and insulting, you should come
to one of my town meetings in South
Boston. I mean, this is nothing
compared with what my constituents say
to me. So, I mean, let's just be
honest. I mean, tell me what you think.
I mean, tell me the truth. That's all I
want. And then I'm out of here. You [q ;422534/
won't have to see me any more. ") And,
uh, you know, so, and with our embassy
officials, too. 1I'll give you one

L ]
example, and the American colonel @j{the 5;
~w{@g£@ F ANl i“lg \ ’

American officer that I mentioned who \ﬁ)
came forward with information that he

had been told by the Salvadoran officer &Q
that these, you know, the Salvadoran

Army was involved in the killings, he

TAPE 41
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had, we had found out that he had put
everything in writing in an affidavit
form. So Mokley asked Ambassador Walker
at a mgeting, he says, "You know, I

understand that this young American Army

officer put an affidavit together." And
Walker said, "Yes." He says, Mokley
said, "Well, I'd like to see it." And

Walker said, "I have to check with
Washington. I'll let you know tomorrow
morning." So the next morning we're
having breakfast and, you know, we knew
something was wrong because the
conversation was turned on, you know, to
baseball, you know. And we weren't
talking about the murders. And Mokley
said, "Where's my affidavit?" And
Walker says, "You can't have it. The
Department of Defense, the Secretary of
Defense says you can't see it." Mokley
went, "Jesus, you know, I mean, you
know, how the hell am I supposed to get
anything done if you're not going to
show me some of these things." So, you

know, we finished our breakfast and
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Mokley said to me, "Come on, we're going
to go for a little ride." So we get in
a cab, and we go to visit the military
investigator of the case. The military
was doing their own investigation. And
we had a very tough meeting with him the
day before and he, you know, so Mokley
came to him and said, "Look, I want to
apologize for being a little rough with
you yesterday. I didn't mean to yell at
you. But, anyway, I just wanted to say
that you're a good man and, you know, I
appreciate giving us the time." So the
guy was all smiles, like. "Look, I got
a question for you, though. Remember
that U.S. officer, you know, who had
that information that the Salvadoran
military was involved?" He says, "Yes."
"He prepared an affidavit. You've seen
that affidavit, haven't you?" And the
colonel in the army goes, "Yes, I have."
And he says, "Do you have it here?" He
says, "Yes, I do." Mokley says, "Do you
mind if I just look at it for a minute

because I left, I left my copy in ny

|G :44:06
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room." So the guys comes out with the
affidavit. And Mokley says, "Gee, you
know, these aren't my reading glasses.
You don't have a xerox machine here, do
you?". And he says, "Yeah, I do." He Iﬁ i‘ké;ic l
says, "Can't you just xerox me? We'll
be talking about other things." You
know, so he xeroxes it, and Mokley puts
it in his pocket and says, "Oh, I got to
go. I can't stay around here much
longer, but nice seeing you." We leave,
and we go, we see, we go back to the
embassy, and Mokley says, "Mr. G’,l
Ambassador, tell the Secretary of
Defense he can go to hell. I got the 1’
affidavit from the Salvadoran military.
You know, I mean, it's just, it's, I o
mean, how ridiculous it is that we're (q t4€5‘2¢
going to get this from the military when
my own government won't give it to me."
You know, we had a couple of those
problems with our own government. They
were, in the early stages they didn't

want to give us anything. They wouldn't
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show us a thing. They got better as

time went on.

What did it say about the U.S., you
know, the Administration's position on
uncovering the truth and they would give
that affidavit to the Salvadoran
military and not to their own
congressional investigation?

W i IB %3 whe %ur i *ﬂ“wwg
EYel , I think what it says 1s that the,
Qhat it says is that the Administration
was more worried about saving face and
saving a policy that was wrong than it
was about getting to the truth.) And,
you know, and that's just, and that's
sad. I mean, we're talking about a case
involving the murder of six priests, and
I mean, you know, there was, it was just
inconceivable to us that, uh, we were
playing all these kind of games and
going through all these kind of
gyrations just to get our own government
to cooperate with us. We, like I said,

I mean, there were individuals that did,

& i sg
‘{ﬂk?i" Jw“siér(bj‘
in our government. i?éu kngﬁi theré were
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some very good people in the embassy who
helped us out, including the ambassador.
You know, even thought I mentioned a
negative story about him, you know, he
was véry helpful. But there were [ﬁ I‘?égiégl
others, the people up here, I mean, you
know, getting just the most basic
information was like, ydu know, pulling
teeth. It was incredible. And we were
the task force that was appointed by the
Speaker of the House to follow all of
this. I mean, it wasn't like we were,
you know, The Kumbaya Human Rights group
from Ann Arbor, Michigan. We were the
Congress coming down to look at this
stuff.l And they, it took them a while
to, we had to do some, we had to
threaten them a couple of times with,
you know, subpoenas, you know, and press
conferences and all this kind of stuff,
you know, just to get them to move. (We
N Aq {c’}* Stade drpt foaplives

ad 'submitted to them a list of about 20
questions that we wanted answered, and,

uh, we submitted to them in December.

And when we were going down to El
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Salvador in February we were taking like
13 congressmen with us. And the State
Department wanted to put people on the
plane. So Mokley said, "You know, I
don't, I don't really want any State
Department people on the plane. But,
you know, if you really think it's
important, you know, fine, you know.
But, you know, we're not going to, we're
not going to let them know what to do.
We're going to do anything, we're going
to do our own thing, basically. And,
so, the day before we leave, we still
haven't gotten any answers to the
question. So Mokley calls up the
Assistant Secretary of State, and he
says, "Okay, how many guys do you have
coming on this trip with us?" "We have
six coming with you on this trip."
Mokley says, "Okay, you get zero coming
with us on this trip now. None of you
are going to be on the plane. I will
stand on the plane and throw those guys
off if they come up and show up tomorrow

to get on this plane to go to El
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Salvador." He says, "Unless, unless
they come armed with the answers to my
guestions." And, you know, the
Assis@ant Secretary says, "Oh, well,
that's just not fair. We don't have the
time." He says, "Look. You've had two,
two-and-a-half months to answer those
questions. They're very simple
questions, you know. You should be able
to give us the answers. If you can't,
those bastards can't come with us." The
next morning, you know, the State
Department entourage comes with, you
know, big boxes of all these questions
answered and all this cable traffic that
we were going to be able to review on
the plane, so they got to come with us,
and we got our information. But, again,
it's incredible, you know, to kind of do
those things. You know, we're supposed

to be on the same side)

It's kind of mind-boggling to imagine.
Going back to the military, as you began

to uncover some of the duplicity, one

914852
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thing that strikes me is the captain

who . . .
WOMAN : Captain (?)?

No, who testified that he had heard, one

of the intelligence officers who
testified that he heard about the

killings on commercial radio.

MCGOVERN: Right.

: And announced it to a meeting of . . .

McGOVERN: Right.
: . . . intelligence officers.
MCGOVERN: And the captain, the captain heard him
on a military radio. He got the news of 10?'/ 50 120

the Jesuit killing on the military
radio. The army was trying to basically
say that they knew nothing about the
crime until it was reported in the
media. The fact of the matter is, we
found out that the military officers who
were on the scene, you know, that
everything was being communicated over
military radio. It wasn't commercial

TAPE 41
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radio. Everybody knew what was going

on. Everybody knew the story. They,

. F G40 e
you know, it was, I mean,|{ you have to
Jhog selae | Vearwbla LA et

understand, the Unlver51ty of Central
America, where it's located, it's‘an
area, you know, the intelligence agency
is like across the street, all the
military families live nearby. That
area was heavily guarded during the,
during the offensive. I mean, during
the night the Jesuits were killed, I
mean, there were literally hundreds and
hundreds of soldiers in that area. And,
uh, and the people who killed the
Jesuits, I mean, left from the, uh, you Pﬁh 5;1516
know, military school, and went to the
United States, and they had to go
through some roadblocks. And, so, the
people who let them through had to know
what was going on. They go to the
University, and they're in no hurry, I
mean, it's not one bullet in the head
and out they go. They were in no hurry.
You know, hundreds of bullets, you know,

are shot off. They shoot up a flare on
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this guy. I mean, you know, what, you
know, what, I mean, again, all these
military officers are all around, you
know, all these soldiers are all around
the campus. A flare goes up, I mean, [q ;%;( x5
it's nighttime. You have clear night.

And nobody sees it? Nobody can tell us
that they saw that? You know, nobody
can, nobody heard the bullets? And
nobody remembers any of these guys going
in and out of the, uh, out of the, uh,
out of the military school? I mean,
there's a logbook, but that was
destroyed so that, you know, they
couldn't, there wds no hard evidence to
prove that they, who came in and who lq'.€tl‘l@
left. Someone, someone had the
foresight, I guess, to light a match to
it, and it's disappeared. You know, no
one remembers any military, passing any
military blockades? They don't remember
anything. That's what they claim. 1It's
impossible. I mean, you know, it was
just impossible?éxﬁnd, you know, and I

think that's one of the things that had
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Mokley so annoyed, you know, when he sat
down with members of the high community,
it's like, you know, look, I'm not a
fool. I mean, you know, and I know
you'ré not a fool, and I know that
you're not, you know, I know that
there's, I know that nothing happens in
this country, dealing with the military,
that you, as the Chief of the Military,
don't know about. I mean, you are,
you're in charge. And yet, uh, now here
you're telling me that, you know,
everybody had amnesia that night? I
mean, they can't remember a thing? He
says, I don't believe it.} And, and what iéjﬂ E¥340§;
ended up happening, I mean, we, we ended
up studying the issue in a series of
reports that, you know, the, kind of,
what we thought it was, you know, you go
down, you know, your usual report, you
know, and you wait and se