SEMATOR JOHN J . MOAKILEY June 13, (969
At Guffolk Districe
S9%tate House, doston
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HARBCRE I SLANDS CONFERENCE

45 Chairman of the Specral Legislative Commission on the Boston
Harbor Islands, it is wy privilege to announce that our Commission is

spensoring a two=day Conrerence dealing with the future of the islands,

waters and shoreline of Boston Harbor, to be held at the State House,

J

Juae 24 and 235,

L

The puxposes of this Conference are:s
1. To inform government and industry leadership of the
environmental resources of Boston Harbor,;
2« To identify technological capabilities and constrainis

applicable to future Harbor uses;
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3. To initiate a systematic measureneni of co
benefits of alternative Harbor uses:
4, To stimulate informed discussion concerning the roles of
government and industzy in the utilization of the
Harbor resources; and
5, To frame logical next steps in the determination of
the Harbor's future uses.
There is an underlyving assumption that has made this Conference
aandatery . That 1s that there 1s relatively little known about the Harbor
and its potential. The Harbor and its islands presently perform several

tnterrvelated functions of regional importance. It is a waste receptacle,

s trans.ertation center, recreational and conservation preserve and a by
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of water withAimportant ecolcgical functions, Before the Legislature can
make an informed judgment as to its future functions, more information is
required. This area is a unique natural resource and accordingly requires
inncvative, systematic approaches to planning., The Conference provides
such an approach,

I have inviied qualified representatives of industry, academic in-
stitutions, and all levels of government to initiate a cross-fertilization
of ideas, Their objective will not be to debate the desirability of any
particular use, but to generate new information; to identify relevant
capabilities and constraints, and to assess the practical costs and benefits
vf any approach takeno/ Although there may not yet exist a consensus as to
future Haxbor uses, the ?oston Harbor Isiands Commission has undertaken
through this Conference and subsequent hearings and studies to make certain
that any futurxe lack of consensus is not attributable to lack of information.
As a by-product, I would hope that this Conference would focus public at-
tention upon the islands and generate community support for the steps nec-
essary to satisfy further basic information needs,

The content of the Conference is as follows: There will be five
major addresses beginning with the keynote address by Senator Kennedy on
the theme of the Conference, "Government-Industry Partnership."” After a

presentation by the Boston Harbor Study Group of M,I.T, of its report to

the Comuission, THE HARBOR ISLANDS, thére will be an address on "The

Impact of Urbanization 'on Environmental Resources of Boston Harbor'" by

Mr. Charles Carothers, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the U, S. Department

of the Interior. The topic of the supper address on the first day will be
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“Metropolitan Framework for the Determination of the Harbor's Future,” 2o

O Javih 4y M. AYtbur Davis, Dirfector of the Community Resources Develop-
mant Adexosistration of the U, 4, Department of Housing and Urban Development.
MXL, ety Farsons, Manager of the Urban Systems Division of TRW, Inc,, of
Callitcwnia, will address the LZonference on the morning of the second day

o6 Mavver Formation in the Ulllization of the Harboro's descurces.” The
sexcond dav lancheon address on “Application of the Plasning frocess" will

R guven by Mr. Uabor Strasser, Vice President for planning of the newly
@:tiisbed Urban fnstitute lo vJashington.

Frve Workshops will be held concurrently on sach day, or t@n workshop
in oaxl. (n the figst day, the topic for workshop discussion will Zocus
vrat toe physical capabliities and constraints of the area as they effect the
w2t a wazious interrelated functions. These iaclude, in order, pollu-
tion, ilzansportation, recreation, ecology and oceanology, and community
development. Second day workshops are addressed to the role certaln organi-
zationns will have to play in cooperation with one another if the Harbor is
to respond cumprehensively to commupity needs., That is, the role of private
industries, financial imstitutions, the federal government and the Common-
wealth, Because of 1ts central importance, two workshops wilivexplore the
role of the Commenwealth.,

A extremely capable group of individuals have accepted ay invita-
tion to serve as workshop chalirmen and discussion leaders, and I am pleasad
to rarce yvou to their names in the materials distributed to vou,

I also want to take tris opportunity to express again my appre=
tied o the many individuals andgroups in the community who have assisied
Farmad

Ls 1ne productive confezence that it is cectaln 1o bes

gL wiik?
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ackacwledaoment with a 1list of 1hese crganizations will Le included in the
materials tc be distributed 2t the Tonierence.

Previously, I had mectioned tibats this Conferzace provides an
iniovative approach to planning. It represents possibly the earliest
stane in the planning process that business and goveirnment have Deen
soaght toygiher to £rame o cemprehensive, communitv-wlide approacs
wtillzation o a major envirenmental resource. HMorsover, it iz especlally
tipmely to noi that it Iepresents a cooperative attempt by the public and

szivate recturs to meet compeiling domestic naeds, 1 othink Lt 13 lapestans

[

tnat in a pericd when government's credibility is wanieg and indusizye and
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niversities have been criticized for thelr empbasis upon the instrumentas=

<

iisies of war; that these wery segments of national life ars denonsita
iogaugh this conferencs theiy willingness to utilize theilr capabilities

a0 interest for haman and social benefis., This is what the youth of

- A

today cighitly demands of the pation's leadexsbip and this i3 what this
Conference is desigrned in parxt to accomplishn,

was my pecsonal belisf, which has become reinforsed during oy
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twe and ocne-half years as Ccoanission Chairman, that only an obJective and
deliverative evaluation of all of the alternatives «ill produce onderly and
intelligent utilization of this neglected region., Tnere 1s ooly one JGi-=

stan: in this decission-making zquation which I, as a legislator, mus
insist upon. I want whatever !larbor use or coambination of usas i
pon to benefit the maxiauva sunber of people within the Jommonweanlth, U
pernefit tre Community as a woovie rather than any one or special pavy 20 1t

want tne satisfacticn of their needs to be the one elesent that «ill nos

e compromised, Thelr needs will aot be comproniswed if
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cwiieagies in the legislaiure are ablez to make an informes judgment,
=% Lhariman of the Joston Harber [3lands Commission, I am 06Y Come
Mt il Lo oany one ase of this rvescurce, The time for a decission 13 svidl
i the Duture, and it will come only when I and the othec membDers of tiee
Lol sFien are satisried that we b:ave all of the infourmation that can

ch 1o Dase a decision,

Juvasdnedly be made avallable upon whi

Aoluok Lorward to having sach of you participate ia this confarencs
Lrothe coanunity L5 10 make an oblective appraisal, it will depend upon
e G IrpTesentatiyes of thwe sews mevdla for ine toougniiol, ihorousnh
TovstTadse thalt this canderence so ¢learly deserves,
cowtald 1ike ro concluds LY expressing oy appreclsiion (o ol
ThaEsrdasiie tezre Today .
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