
MEMORANDUM 

Date : November 1, 1974 

T o :.. Congressman 

F r o m  : Jack Dooling 

Subject : Bussing Record 

With reference  t o  your request  yesterday, I am wri t ing  t o  
summarize your record on bussing during t h e  93rd Congress. 

BILLS INTRODUCED 

:. On March 21, 1974 you in t r iduced H.R. 13672 which the  Speaker 

r e fe r red  t o  the  Committee on t h e  Judic iary .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  
was introduced, Boston was prohibi ted from receiving increased Federal 
a id  because of provisions i n  t h e  C i v i l  Rights  A c t  of 1964 regarding the  
desgregation of schools. 

I f  yourb i l l  were. passed i t  would enable Boston t o  rece ive  
these  funds regardless  of whether o r  no t  a bussing plan had gone i n t o  
e f f e c t .  

D I  SCHARGE PETITION 

In'March 1974, you signed a d ischarge  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  by Rep. 
Edith Green (%Oregon) t o  d ischarge  the  Committee on the  Jud ic ia ry  from 
f u r t h e r  cons idera t ion  of t h e  b i l l  H . J . R e s .  771. The Resolution, in t ro-  
duced by ~ o u s e  Minority Leader John J. Rhoades (R-Arizona), would 
amend the  Consi t i  tu t ion  t o  p roh ib i t  forced bussing. 

I f  the  p e t i t i o n  i s  signed by a major i ty  of Congressmen, t h e  
House would proceed t o  consider  the  amendment. I f  i t  passed by 2/3 
i n  the  House and Senate, i t  would go t o  t h e  s t a t e s .  I f  i t  was passed 
by the  l e g i s l a t u r e s  of 3/4th of the  s t a t e s ,  i t  would become p a r t  of 
t h e  Const i tu t ion  and would r e s u l t  i n  ending forced bussing anywhere 
i n  the  United Sta tes .  

VOTING RECORD 

The attached c h a r t s  d e t a i l  every vo te  on bussing taken during 
t h e  93rd Congress, the  r e s u l t  of t h e  vo te  and your ac t ion .  The o the r  
c h a r t  r a t e s  t h e  pro-bussing and anti-bussing record of every Congress- 
man from Massachusetts. 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF BUSSING VOTES: 93rd Congress 

Date - Roll  c a l l *  Descript ion 

6/21/73 258 (1) Amendment prohibi t ing  l e g a l  se rv ice  a t to rneys  from working on 
school bussing cases.  Proponents c i t e d  the  f e d e r a l l y  funded 
Harvard back-up cen te r  which pushed the  De t ro i t  desegregation 
case. The Supreme Court dismissed t h e i r  ob jec t ions  and o v e r  
ruled the  proposal t o  bus grade school s tudents  up t o  30 
miles. 

12/13/73 662 (1) Amendment t o  the  Emergency Energy Act t o  p r o h i b i t  a l l o c a t i o n  
of f u e l  f o r  bussing. Proponents argued t h a t  gaso l ine  should 
not be used during a. c r i t i c a l  energy shortage f o r  programs of 
quest ionable educational  value. 

. - _ _-- -*- 
12/14/73 669 (1) Amendment t o  repeal  the  above amendment. 

3/26/74 115 (2) Amendment t o  the  Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
Amendments (ESEA) which prohibi t ing  busing beyond t h e  "next 
c l o s e s t  school t o  a c h i l d ' s  home." Proponents argued t h a t  the  
amendment guarantees a c h i l d ' s  r i g h t  t o  a t tend neighborhood 
schools. 

3/27/74 119 (2) Amendment t o  ESEA prohibi t ing  the  use  of any f e d e r a l  funds 
t o  implement school bussing. Proponents argued t h a t  school 
bussing did not  r a i s e  the  q u a l i t y  of education and objected 
t o  e f f o r t s  by the  Federal Government t o  f o r c e  such p lans  on 
communities. 

6/ 5/74 276 (2) Motion t o  i n s t r u c t  conferees on ESEA t o  i n s i s t  on House 
amendments. The House version of ESEA contained provis ions  
which prohibi ted busing and permitted previous bussing o rde r s  
t o  be reopened i n  Court. The Senate language was f a r  weaker. 
This motion was offered t o  t r y  t o  block a compromise. 

6/27/74 336 (2) A second motion i d e n t i c a l  t o  the  above. I n  t h e  f a c e  of a con- 
t inuing deadlock i n  conference t h i s  motion was o f fe red  t o  
c l e a r l y  demonstrate the  i n s i s t a n c e  of the  House on strong 
anti-busing languarge i n  ESEA. 

Resul t  Moakley Vote I 

Passed 221-150 YES 

3.- 

Passed 221-192 YES 

Fai led  185-202 NO 

Passed 293-117 YES 

Passed 239-168 YES 

Passed 270-103 YES 

Passed 281-128 YES 



Chronological L i s t  (Cont 'd 2) 

Date - Roll c a l l *  Descript ion Resul t  Moakley Vote 

6/27/74 345 (2) Amendment t o  Labor/HEW Appropriations. The amendment prohibi ted  
the  use of funds appropriated under the  b i l l  f o r  the  implemen- 
t a t i o n  of bussing. Passed 231-137 Absent 

(Mr. Moakley was necessa r i ly  i n  Boston on o f f i c i a l  business.  Arrangements were made t o  
enable him t o  r e t u r n  t o  Washington t o  vo te  on t h i s  amendment. H i s  f l i g h t  was cancelled 
only a f t e r  h i s  Washington off  i c e  was assured t h a t  proponents of t h e  amendment had polled 
the  membership and determined t h a t  s u f f i c e n t  votes  were on hand t o  pass t h e  amendment.) 

7/22/74 396 (2) A t h i r d  motion t o  i n s t r u c t  conferees on ESEA. The motion was 
offered because of continuing deadlock i n  conference where 
Senate conferees were holding out  f o r  the  weaker provisions 
i n  t h e  Senate version.  Passed 261-122 YES 

8/15/74 494 (2) Amendment t o  the  Urban Mass Trans i t  B i l l  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  use 
of any funds i n  t h e  measure t o  implement bussing. Passed 243-149 YES 

10/1/74 551 (2) Amendment t o  Supplemental Appropriations.,The amendment pro- 
h i b i t e d  t h e  use of funds i n  the  b i l l  " to  compel any school 
system, a s  a condi t ion  f o r  receiving g r a n t s  and b e n e f i t s  
. . . t o  c l a s s i f y  s tudents  o r  teachers  by race,  r e l ig ion ,  

11 sex o r  na t iona l  o r ig in .  Amendment a l s o  prohibi ted  the  assign- 
ment of s tudents  o r  teachers  o r  the  required maintenance 
of records  of race, r e l ig ion ,  sex o r  na t ional  or ig in .  Passed 253-145 YES 

* The numbering of r o l l  c a l l s  resumes a t  "1" a t  t h e  begining of a new session.  (1) i n d i c a t e s  1st Session. 
(2) i n d i c a t e s  2nd Session. 




