
ssachusett! 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT AMY LEVY 
202/225-8273 

MOAKLEY QUESTIONS GARRITY "S DECISION 

Congressman Joe Moakley ID,-Mass,) today announced t h a t  he i s  scheduled t o  
meet w i t h  the  Chairman of the  House Subcommittee on Courts, Congressman 
Robert Kastenmeier (D,-Wis,), today regarding t he  scope of powers of a 
Federal Judge, w i t h  pa r t i cu l a r  emphasis on a Judge's powers over e lected 
o f f i c i a l s .  

Moakley explained t h a t  h i s  meeting i s  a d i r ec t  r e s u l t  of the  decision l a s t  
Tuesday by U .  S.  D i s t r i c t  Court Judge W .  Arthur Garri ty t o - p u t  South Boston 
High School under a court-appointed receivership,  " I  am a l so  extremely 
concerned," the  Congressman sa id ,  "about the  Judge s t r ipp ing  the  e lected 
school committee of most of i t s  power over desegregation matters by es tabl ishing 
independent departments t o  oversee the  s i t ua t i on . "  

He expresses dismay as  well about Judge,Garr i ty1s  order t o  have Headmaster 
William J .  Reid, h i s  e n t i r e  administrat ive s t a f f ,  and footbal l  coach Arthur 
Perdigao t rans fe r red .  

"Our country is  a democracy and i s  ruled by e lected o f f i c i a l s , "  Moakley s ta ted .  
"Judge Garr i ty  i s  ru l ing i n  a d i c t a to r i a l  fashion," he continued. I t  is the 
Congressman's view t h a t  Garri ty has overstepped h i s  bounds by placing control 
of the  school i n  the  hands of an outside author i ty .  

"The Judge has overriden e lected o f f i c i a l s  ,'I Moakley declared,  He explained 
t h a t  t h i s  precedent wi l l  await a rul ing by the  United S t a t e s  Supreme Court. 

In the  meantime, the  Congressman is current ly  exploring the  power of the  
l e g i s l a t i v e  branch regarding the decisions made by Judge Garr i ty .  


