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In its first year, the Reagan Administration has drastically 
altered the direction of U.S . foreign policy toward Latin America 
to the point of sheer lunacy . President Rea~an- -with the aid of 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig-- have x formulated a "doctrine 
of sorts"--designed to end the spread of communism in Latin America-­
which requires the United States to support (economically and 
mioitarily) any government *XM---~ * Bne &8 i@ is anti-commmnist. 

~ e..t. t.u .... '-c.. 
I, too am concerned about the spread of communism im in Latin 
America . However, I believe that the present policy of the Rea~an 
Administration will, in fact, achieve exactly the opposite of what 
Mr. Reagan and Mr. Haig desire. Many of the people whm live in ~ 
c?untries ~¥fltl'J.lf~or ... ~~'~ci!\Jl, ~h~le, ~r g~ntina and 
N1caragua' re 1c 1 s ol overt , , 1n nutr1 t1on, 1ll1 teracv and 
unemployment .~ Much of this strife is directly caused by povernments 

~\ tha~the Reagan Administration is now so diligently supporting .and 
" aidin~. My fear is that there will come a time when the peoples 

of these countries will revolt--as we are now seeing in El Salvador-­
against their respective countries and against the IN~XIIXMX 
prmncipals of ~ited States----in favor of a communist alternative. 

'f A.._. ~ c...-. ~ '1 £."' t.l ~t,.. • J • , f.. e-.. -,Ja· -

I do not buy the argument that III! right-wing repressive governments 
are somehow better than left-wing repressive governments. In fact, 
according to the State Department ' s annual human ri~hts report, 
a number of communist countries have better human rights records 
than countries like South Africa, Argentina and Chile(countries \~~ 
the U.S. now supports) . XM~XM*MXIX WE should not ~ militarmlj 
prop up governments that are oppressing their peoples . The aid 
that should go to these countries should be in the form of food- -
so that the "people" will benefit. History should have shown us 
with the fates of Iran and Vietnam--that it is a futile and 
dangerous exercise to try to conduct forei~n policy in the manner 
in which the President and Mr. Ilaig are advocating. 

Our policy in Latin America should not co~st of constant threats 
of military blockades and economic emhar~oes. To main,ain such 
a policy is to, in effect, forcexxthese countties to turn to the 
Soviet Union for aid. The Soviet Union would only he too happy to 
enlist new allies. Certainly, this is not in the best interests 
of the United States . 

• Instead,the United States should.~ursue ~ foreign policy in which 
\~ t.l 1QIC ara more selective as to who fir suppl i'L military aid. The U.S. 

should be more willing to---as in the case of El Salvador---
serve as a mediating force in k~~du hopes of bringing about peaceful 
and fair se,tlements . I would like to think, that in the lon~ 
run--the United States will prevail in international affairs---not 
as a result of military force---but because of the power of ideas . . 

~~· ~ -t. ..Jo~J~,e~~ 
4" James P. McGovern 

Worcester, ~1ass . 
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WHO MURDERED FOUR AMERI· 
CAN WOMEN IN EL SALVADOR 

HON. JOE MOAKLEY 
OF MASSACHlTSil'rTII 

IN 'l'!U: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 8, 198~ 
e lrir. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, De· 
cember 5 marked the first anniversary 
of the brutal murder of three nuns 
and &lay missionary In El Salvador. At 
the time, the Salvadoran Government 
claimed no responsibility for this inbu· 
n:ane act. Subsequent events, however, 
indicate tl:.at the Government did, 1n 
fact, share some of the responsibility. 
As we .alllound our last April, two Sal· 
vadoran National · Gu~ soldiers, 
a14>ng with four others who were on 
patrol. with them. murdered these four 
women. 

What has the Salvadoran Govern­
ment done to right this gross injus­
tice? A special investigatory commis­
sion, headed by a Salvadoran army 
colonel, to look into the incident was 
formed and now appears to have been 
disbanded. Even President Jose Napo­
leon Duarte cia.1ms that any type of 
prosecution of those responsible is un· 
llkel~. In other words; nothing will 
happen. 

And what of the actions on the part 
of the U.S. Government in regard to 
this matter? The sad truth is that we 
have done relatively little-save for a 
few symbolic and empty acts. The 
Reaean administration-it would 
appear-has chosen to Ignore the 
murder of these four women and the 
murder of countless civfllans in El Sal· 
vador. In fact, the admlnlstration has 
stepped up mllltary aid to defend the 
Duarte mWtary reglJ.nc 1n order to pre· 
serve "self determination and free· 
dom" in El Salvador. 

Mr. Speaker, \Vhat a tragic deception 
this is. Duarte's brand of freedom 
means jail for anyone who has the au· 
daclty to tell the truth about what is 
going on In El Salvador. According to a 
recent report of the United Nations 
Human Rights Conun11sion-&n estt· 
mated 9,250 political murders were 
committed 1n the first 6 months of 
1981. ' ' 

The four women who were murdered' 
in El Salvador were carrylne out their 
reUgtous convictions of aiding the poor 
and helpless. Let us remember them 
for their courage and determlnatf~n in 
carrying the banner for social justiee. 
And let us b~ve the fotestliht and com­
monsense to not let their deatbs ·have 
been tn va.ln.e 
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