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THE EVENING UNIVERSITY

tn Interview Between Praf. Rogers and Presic

Minute Mon Program over the

Prof. Rogers: Good evening, Dean Archer, or perhaps | should say Prof

President Archer, now that you are President of Suffolk Univer

sity. Itis & pleasure 1o have you on my program again.

i It is a pleasure 10 bhe here, | e you. When

before the microphane, there is

of mutual interest 10 discuss. 1 suppose you

have some guestions (o

deed. We will talk about good old New Eng

prof. Rogers: Yes.

land and its educa I

w does New England

compare with the rest of the country in this respect?
o New kg

ieve that we clearly lead

Dean Archer

Land, particularly in Mas

In the mare densely populated section
ch
the nation. In the backw edue
Ahis condition s being cor

n ol school children

facilities been very lim

rected by means of motor transpletat

Twenty-five or thirty years ago, highachool education was vir
for

(0 walk or to drive by horse and buggy. if the family

afford such usury. Today, motor bases call st ther o

transport youngsters 1 gra and high sch

camse of the doing away with the lite red schoothouse and the

ilding of centealired school buildings, countes child ]

today have school advantages greath superior to those of

generation ago.
Rogers: Then svou think the educanonal Tevel
higher than when we were schuol children

trcher the level

tainly hig

Yes, Professor Rogers

Dean or average, » e

school education of
v years ago. In these
The socalled day

cal education with the study of Latin and Greek was the aceepted

sandard. Today, there is e less bewildering array of

sbjects open to high-sehool sitdents. 1t seems to me that therr

is & tendency o become slightly ‘acquainted with 2 variety ol
In the old days, how
tha

topics rather than real mastery of any

ever, high-school. and geammar school students for Wer

were obliged to despte enough attention

that vou believe that a few subjes

Then 1 take

well digested mean more in an educational way than a variety

f. Rogers

af subjects not thoroughly ma

Dean Archer: Yes indeed. Education is a traning of the mind rather

than o hasty accumulation of knowledge o
The chiel virte of a s pudigment 1

orous mental disciy makes fur thor
of dhought o
ulti
A pe

any field

that it involves a r
d p the part of
The habit ol

1o any of the problems of adult life
y

nstaking
o may be applied
an thas teained i

equipped for scholarly research Tearning

Prof do you

Rugers
R's in grame od 10 Lati

lieve the thee

Iy be d

in o few subjects is supe

Dean Archer: Novexactly, but§ do
stressed and that the classics should not ent
My point is that the
onal effect
Whether

ges, mathematics, i

whne
s mere smattering of knowledye in o

he like. le

¢ apell common words

subjects the

lang i be thorough,
Why, 1 find colle

correctly, and who write

gradu

Eoglish s though they had nevee

studied English grammar. 1 find high-school graduates who

made acceptable grades in ancient history inschool, yet a few

years later are unable ta give any facts concerning Alex

the Great, Hannibal, or Julivg Caesar, for example, or even to

give the nationalities of these That is the fault | find with

modern educat tion but with

the relaxing of pa A discipline. they follow the

Jines of Teast resistaiee and fail 1o derive the advantage from

hools that ix p really studious pupil

sons after they lease s

Dean Archer: Many of them That s why our University Fx

ntion Courses are pof and why adult rd: n is becom.
ing more or less of 4 fad among social workers. But the exist

ence o evening professional ds such ax Franklin Unioo,

Wentworth Tnstiturg, ¥ M. €. A, techn "
v and Suff

1s such as Nor k Universities prove be

question that eveni ation is plaving an

modeen life in New England

cun Archer

nt Archer as it was Broadeast on the

Yankee Network at 6:15 P. M.. October

Rogers: Dean Archer, you have been engaged in the education
of evening students for thirty-one jears and ['think have pretty
well extablished yourself as.a leader in the field, Tell me, what
s your impression of the future of evening or part.ime ed
e United States
Professor Rogers, 1 have witnessed a great

avitude of the py oward evening pro-

in the past thirty years. In the pioneer days
vof the movement, we who were engaged in the work of traine
ing evening students were more or lew frowne,

or 1913 whea
fldes told me very

communtty because

cles. 1 well remembyr back in

one of the intellectuals from across thi-t
Bluntly that my work was harmful &

I was teying to train cart horses to (¥ Whuers—an ideal con
rilemdn did not realize

strary to nature. What the learned

was that some of the finest intell the land are to be found
smong voung men who are obliged by. eco
They may be

For

g0 1o work before studying for a profession.

college trained or they may never have attended college
them, evening schools are 2 necessity
Rogers

1 can understand that, Desn Archer, bot how can a
« all ¢

Lan't that the fag end of the day for such a

¢ 3 woman who wo y lodg get an education by

eveming studs
student?

un Archer: Yes indeed. and il he were, to continue the same

of energy-co ing toil that has occupied the day it

pde for vxample

type

would be unduly taxing nately, for students who work

with their h the ghange from physical to

mental exertion is usually a eelaxation—a tapping of a new

urce of energy that “peps them op? amaringly.  Frequently

students have exclaimed over the fact of having reached the
Jassroom physicilly spent only o forget theie weariness and
sctualls 1o became more alers mentally at the end of the lec
ture than at the beg
f. Kogers

Don't they grow

Not at all

But doesn't that wedr 2 student down after a time?

urinus Fact but the evening st

Aft

T ad

dent who 15 4 natural scholar feems to thrive on it the

first two or three weeks of schiol shey get into their sride, 20

to speak. and function admirably are able to concen

trate on their work and to accolnplish an amazing amount in

s given period of time. This i p Iy due to the fact that

+ change of work is restful. Have ypu never had this experi

that vou may have become too wears arla given task 1

find that the change of mental oncentration had rested 3

and made it possible 10 return 10 the irst task and finish i?
Rogers: Yes,
wonder if it isn't due 1o the fact that certain cells of the brain
are emplyed at o
diffe

rest

I have had that expérience. Dean Archer. |

task. whereas i we turn 10 a task of 2

nt nature cells ¢ome inta action while the first

an Archer After all, the human

brain is a complicated mechanish

1 agree with that explaftion.
d we are only beginning

to discover its possi Qg bf them is evening education

of employed men and women.

of+ Rogers: Now, Dean Archer. you have made a good case for

the chap who works with his handy, but how. about the man
o woman who does

1

wogks with
vertheless a good student in M\..,m,

Following out y s doubt
®

taps 3 new source of mental energy—new brain cells are_umed
w30 to speak and he is not fonscious of undue wearinfa

of. Rogers: Then 1 take it

pational barriers 1o evenin

you believe that there are nd occu
education. Suppose & man is a

teacher—works in the cla m all day—does he make good

as a student?
an Archer

versity we g

In our new College of Liberal Arts %t Suffolk Uni
e group of nineteen or twenty who graduated
Aeryone of them school teachers who had en

We had w

last June
ked them very h
idly

d to the idea of being
bawled

sut™ if thes don’t perform their tasks properly. but it is whole

withiadvanced standing

twa vears, by OF course it

bit .

they perfo
d-for pedagogues to fet adjnsi

as prdinary students—to be bossed around

some discipline. We have had hundreds of teachers and even

many college professors as students in our classes during the

past thirty years
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Prof. Rogers: What about age of students in evening schools, Dean
Archer?
v anywhere from 17 to 60. The oldest man

Dean Archer: Ages v

our insi ion was seventy years old

n—and he practiced law in Boston for
ten years after that, Another lively old boy that I remember
d when he came w
he had been &
my—a real character
Suf
Only

name | had known fo

was & retired Rear’ Ads
He had been with Dewey at Bapila Bay
d States Naval Ac

e made an excellent record

teacher at the U
was Admiral Ra
folk. That b

the other day 1 ¢

been our experience through the years.
stered a man whe
f a member of my college fraternity

but 2 man whom | had never met. Fle had left college in June

1902 whereas 1 had entered the same college in September of

that year
{. Rogers: Do you find that age makes a person less able i«

study—to retain knowle

Dean Archer

ves. but

e
So far as ke memory is concerned,

of lang upon

memory for the meaning of w mo

cetentive memory. would naturally have the edge on the older

person, but in the field of law the geaspiong of ideas

concepts—sather than of words or combinations of

older man has an advantage that seehns 0 offset the memory

aptitude of sthe younger man. Life experience illu

many phases of law that the o
e what ve academic theory to

from the persanal any

youth.

Prof. Rogers: Dean Archer, what do you think will be the future

evening colleges and universities?

Dean Ascher: 1 look for a veey great development in this field
inexitable. The whole 1

1 see it in 1o level off

to reduce every family to comparative poverty, We shall soon

be divided sain clases: thase definitely dependent
upon the public treasury either for salaries, paeudo-cmploy
ment or outright dole. and a second clam who are obliged
pay heavy tribute to the public treasury to support the first
ass. We are already painfully aware that family fortunes—
investments, fentals and other revenue sources—are rapidly
Th

+ pereentage of youth of the land is o

vanishing with the former wealth of the na means

that a misch lar
finding expensive day colle es out of reach.
These young people have to work for a living during the day

They

cation if they are 1

1o evening colleges and wniversities for edw

be ediicated. When you add this new and

at tur

more intellectual group de from homes of

poverty who are already n in evening and

part-time schools we have khat T believe to be one of the
major problems of the futury.
Prof. Roge

evening

Why do you cal it a major problem? lsn't the

ool well able to provide

ement vigorous and
for all come
us enough but except n the fields of lav,

Dean Archer: Wis v

accountancy. and the like cannot hope to be sell-supporting.
liberal arts or a graduate school, &
all 3

That is where the major prob

An evening college ofy

technical school, and the like which are essential

new order, require em

cenerous 1o the
.

psed the need of n|~ endowmeng for evening col

Now
Joha 1

Leadership ¢ h lan

others of his kind made their way

because he has been obliged to work for a livink all his days.

by Rogers: Y

hink evening colleges and universig
men like that? A

Dean Archer: Reach them? Why those men are sol ambitious to

succeed that if evening v hailing distance they
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