TERMS OF REFERENCE

o No formal record/transcript 1o be made.

o Major Buckland will be allowed to tell his story from prepared
briefing notes with all questions held until he finishes.

o Discussions with Major Buckland should be conducted in a non-
threatening environment and atmosphere.

o Questions should be limited to the facts as Major Buckiand knows
them; at no time should Major Buckland be asked questions re U. S.
policy in El Salvador or CENTAM.

o Hill to provide list of Members and staffers who intend to attend.

o Attendees should be limited to staffers who possess Secret
clearances.

o Attendees must understand that Major Buckland was PCS-ed from
Salvador under legitimate fear of life circumstances. His name and
other identifying information should be protected.

o Major Buckiand will be accompanied throughout the session by Mr.
Robert J. Winchester, Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Army,
and Colonel John Cruden, Chief of Investigations and Legislation,
OCLL/DA.

o Major Buckland may at any time ask to consult privately with Mr,
Winchester and Colonel Cruden.
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GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON. B.C, 20301-1600
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Honorable John Joseph Moakley Town
Chairman, Committee on Rules

H-312, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is to confirm our telephone conversation yesterday
afternoon regarding Major Buckland.

As you know, Major Buckland made himself available to be
interviewed by the bipartisan staff of the intelligence com-
mittee. I understand that while some of the El Salvador task
force members and staff are on the intelligence committee, the
committee’s rules proscribe the sharing of classified information
provided by Major Buckland with those who are not on the commit-

tee.

You advised me last week, as you had prior to your trip to
El Salvador, that you and some your task force members wished to
meet personally with Major Buckland.

I have stressed all along that Major Buckland was trans-
ferred from El Salvador under circumstances constituting a
legitimate threat to his physical safety. In light of those
‘circumstances we have sought to avoid publicity relating to Major
Buckland, particularly the type of publicity that would arise
from public testimony.

Accordingly, in order to assist you and the task force, while
at the same time protecting the legitimate interests of Major
Buckland, and in lieu of proceedings before the rules committee
in furtherance of a resolution to subpoena Major Buckland, you
and I agreed that the Major, accompanied by two Army representa-—
tives, would meet on an informal, no press coverage, confiden-
tial, and unrecorded basis with you and four members of your task
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the potential ob€tacles withip”the Salvadoran idicial system to

a ponviction of those presertly charged with the murders.

THE MENJIVAR-AVILES AFFAIR

{note: this information is based on staff, and some Member-level
discussions with U.S. Embassy personnel) '

On January 2nd, U.S. Mil. Group leader Col. Milton Menjivar was
told that an American Major in his unit had been told some ten
days previously of a conversation between the Col. Benevides and
SIU head Lt. Col. Rivas in which Benevides admitted at least some.
responsibility for killing the Jesuits. This information was
passed to the Major by Col. Aviles, a friend, who said he had
obtained it from Lt. Col. Lopez ¥ Lopez, a former head of the

S1U, who was then providing assistance to Rivas.

Acting without the permission either of the Ambassador or DCM
Jeffrey Dietrich, Menjivar and political officer Janice Elmore
" jmmediately confronted Col. Ponce and unspecified other members
of the high command with the information. Ponce responded by
telling Menjivar to put the accusation in writing.

Menjivar returned to the Embassy and prepared'the statement and
returned to the High Command. Col. Aviles and Lopez y Lopez are
brought in, both deny they said anything to the American Major.
Both Aviles and the Major are polygraphed, both fail.

Five days later, SIU has produced evidence from ballistics tests
that prove Atlacatl involvement in the murders. Cristiani makes
the announcement of military involvement and arrests follow soon

thereafter.



ry

POSSIBLE QUESTICNS:

1. Given the importance of the alleged conversation between Rivas
and Benevides to any assessment of the integrity of the
investigation; and given the fact that an American major has been
accused of lying about this conversation; why haven't the two
people who could confirm the truth of the American major's story
been polygraphed: Lt. Col. Rivas and and Lt. Col. Lopez y Lopez.

2, Why did Col. Menjivar act without permission from senior
Embasay officials? Who, other than Col..Ponce, was present when
Menjivar and Elmore went to the High Command? Why did Ponce
demand that the accusations be put in writing? Can the Task Force
obtain a copy of the written statement taken back to the High
Command by Menjibar?

3. Was this sequence of events the triggering factor in the SIU's
- production of evidence to implicate the Atlacatl?

4. What were the results of subsequent polygraph tests of the
American Major?

5. Why did Col. Aviles confide in the American major?

6. If, in fact, Benevides tcld Rivas of his involvement--when did
this conversation occur? What actions did Rivas take as a result
of this knowledge? More basidally-—if Rivas was aware, at an
early date, of Benevides' guilt, why did it take until early
January before this information went public and then only as the
result of Menjivar'’s willingness to confront Ponce?
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EL SAIVABOR L
cantinus to flow to El Sahvadar, ™% "
- Iuappears char those who detided 1o
Kill the Jesuits felt thar they ware aperat
Log In an apocalypeis thme when normal
behavior should be nupended. “We ure
* playlng all ar nathing,” 3 Heutedsne
_quates Benpvides at having wid en the
“nlght of the killings, *It's cither us or
. the.” Sdll, the soldiers made 2 poing of
shootny three of the priests with 2n Bast

Blacxmanufaciured AK-47, eecawling -

EMLN" on the walls of tie pricsu’ of
fices, and leaving 2 note accusing the
priests of being irdlory (again signad
FEMEN"). The soldiers alio firad ba-
inakasat the Jeaults' of fices 1o slmulate a
baale between government and guerrilla
-forees. Bewavide aho noted In hls apers-
tons dizryschat guersilia farces hud at-.
acked the pnhenity shut night.

Even after Bomvides was wrvested,
the covurup attcmpus continued, The-
ﬂn!yﬂonctj stories that the killings wera

a mistake, thace the colaned had only -
orderad a search, and thaz oite of the selk -

.

disvyhad killed 'pr[cﬂ by“ddcm:.me,_; s

‘rest-had ta be killed to climinate wie
tessgs. But the release of the court wos.

timonies of the seexned makes bt clear.

" thag Benavides ordered the Jesuies killed” -

- aad all witnesses eliminared. ™ -5n.l

- vs Interestingly, former Salvadasan': - -

. Pregident Alvaro Magana.remembers: -~y
ides us "4 loweprofile type, agood, ; .:

quiec, afficient type,” 2 rewson why many
- absurvers think ltunlikaly he ordéred b

killings on his awn. But despite the wide-

spread mupiclon that other top offizers

were invalved, b is unlikely thaz they will
" gver be exposed. e

4o A numsber of ol obaervens su.spac: .
. Bl Sulvador's hardHine vice minister of -

defanse. Col. Oriando Zepeda, who, | -

head of the Flrst Brigade and organizer

“They get six priests.” one "

cynic said, “and all they had -
to give up was one colanal.”

of the counrry's icelligence sptem, Ted
the army’s prapagands campalgn sguina
the fewit pricsts. [EF Rescare’s Human
Righus Depurtment here in Los Angeles
reported (o the Wekl's Crogun that

@ also served ns commanduer of the
Adacad Baralion (now ehrargel with the
murderof the Jesuio) back by 1984.] Alie
frequently mentoned is the other masi

" prominent army rightise, former com-

ruuder of the air force Gan. Juan Rafasl
Busiille. Bustillo reportedly ran the war
during the firet severs! days of the recent
rebeal affunisive, but subsequently “re-
tired” from the militacy. He has since
been nemed a3 milltury annche to Urael.
- Neither the Srhvadoran governemenl
nor the US. Embacy wanu to harm the'
- wier offort againsc ihe guerrillas Already
Prusident Cristiani says that maore arrus
N e e ure unlikely, And even i chere
were the political will, considering the
way the 0.5, Embasey has renced Ieiendly
witnedie, one would have to be a fool w
volunteer information. The three ulties
i1 this wiFair — che Cristiani goveriment,
the Sabvadnrun armyand the US, govera-
ment — alt realixe that by deltvering up
a colonel they huve probably satsfed
Conprest, As one exnic put it, *R wam's
so Iuxl. They gos aix pricsu, and all thay
bl 1 gtive up was one cotenel.™ [

o ———————
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