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‘ RELIGION

HEN I use the word ‘“religion” I
use it without any attempt at ex-
act definition. We all know some-
thing about religion,- whether we

ine 1T Or not, whether we make it our own
' or attack it, whether it seems to use the
herald of a new era or a reactionary force
to be combated;—all alike have some defini-
tion of their
own of religion.
And religion re-
mains today, as
it has been in
all the centu-
ries of which
_history gives us
any account,
one of the
mightiest
forces in the
life of human-
ity.

The question
that is surely of
great impor-
tance to any
man or woman
1s? How “What is religion to
lic How shall we relate ourselves to re-
= n I_s it something slowly passing

2y to give rise to something better in its

\ ixfe as an organizing force, or is it some-

N gm“h-mh we shall have to make our own:

B e ;ke terms with?” Very grave mis-

= o ave been ma.de_ t.hrough the misap-

n$19n of what religion actually is and

b -the first
Hex ber that

hinking socially is:

11)11a%e, it is well for us to re-
i all the great forces are known
::{, it;t\)f‘io'the things they do—electricity,
0. religion. Religion is a force

er;? a_c.t_lf'ltle.s we see on every hand.
mt)_c;‘;lllilzgtxon bears the marks of this
Setting apargtlous- force, in raising temples,
ng ccmmmlesthoods. laying sometimes
men ang .ands on the necks and lives
Remay lite Women, mastering the details of
and ag) hir.n One" cannot, then, but return
Scmething “_Sl“;lﬂ ‘What is this force? Is it
Msappear i lich is disappearing, and must
s * 1AL We may be governed hv

AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION*®

By THoMAS C. HALL

rise to it. The results of the moment blos-
scm out and pass away, but the great re-
viving, renewing energy marches on.

All over this land the churches of this
country have been gathered to proclaim the
Easter message—one of the cldest religious
messages in humanity's history, going back
into the centuries before Christianity, which
we do not have data to number. It is linked
with men’'s awe and rejoicing, as he sees

‘the cold garments of winter scattered by the

rising summer sun, and watches for that
resurrection from the dead when the yellow
grass blossoms into its green. The winter
sleep is over, and death has been overcome.
We rejoice in the renewal of nature—in the
resurrection. But has any springtime really
incorporated all of that energy? Has any
coming season really exhausted the vital
force? From year to year the world grows
richer in its life, larger in its meaning, more
overwhelming in its hope. To us the resur-
rection means a new humanity, a new world,
a new life, a new power, for God is rising,
inexhaustible in His power! (Applause.)

And so in religion and the churches. Re-
ligion is not a force that can exhaust itself
in giving rise to some impatient uew de-
nomination. Some theologians may teil you
that at last the true religion has come and
all has been embodied and the life of God
fully manifested in their sect. We know in
cur deepest hearts it is not true. No sect,
no church, no institution, has yet fully in-
corporated the returning energies of -the
divine life. (Applause.) And these ener-
gies are religion and the churches.

Let me point out again that many of our
friends, impatient with religion, should be
really impatient simply with the churches.
(Applause.) And we must ask ourselves:

“How well-grounded is our impatience with-

the churches?” I should like to point out
to you that all institutions are in the nature
of the case conservative—sometimes reac-
tionary. A little thinking reveals the rea-
son:—that is the very nature of the Dbeast,
that is what the institution is for—to con-
serve. The winds carry away the prophet’s
message without it. All institutions are
conservative: [ don't know a more con-

tionship with something that passeth not
away. We are building, not for mere time.
but for all time. The values you and I hold
dear are eternal because they are divine.
And if we can so relate our social hope with
that instinct of eternity, we shall link our-
selves not only with the future but with the
past. The life of the lonely Nihilist in Sibe-
ria today is linked with that of the old
prophets, with that of Buddha—it is eternal
in the life of Jesus Christ, in whom we have

seen Ged giving Himself completely to hu--
manity, with the vision of that larger hope,’

the promise of eternal value.

I should not like to part with any of the
theclogical apparatus under which my re-
ligious life has come to me. There are many
things I believe with all my heart. And yet
I hope I am sensible enough to separate
them from the great essence of the thing.
But in our attitude to religion we must re-
member how burdened are all our visions
and all our thoughts by the weaknesses and
extravagances of our own lives and the lives
behind us, burdening and sometimes crush-
ing the Life within all of us.
us. not be impatient with the narrowness
and even the brutality under which the
great instinet which links humanity to God
has made itself felt in the life of man. I
reccgnize that it is easy for us o find a
particular organization or belief in our way.
Very well: do your best to undermine it;
but be sure that as you do that you do not
destroy more than you intend. When you
attack, as attack you must, many of the in-
stitutions of religion, many of the dogmas

of the church, many of the things that are =

in the way of social progress, use your knife

and make it sharp, but have the skill sim- °

ply to free and not to destroy. (Applause.)
We are on the verge, as we all know, of

tremendous social changes all over the °

world. If you are going to destroy the
churches before those changes come your
task is a hopeless one. I do not care what
vou may hope, the facts are all against you.
Never was religion doing more work in the
world than today. Christianity has been
stirring Mohemmedanism and Buddhism in-
to greater activity. You cannot help-it. It

Therefore, let
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overwielming 1n 1ts nope. 10 us the resur-
rection means a new humanity, a new world,
a new life, a new power, for God is rising.
inexhaustible in His power! (Applause.)

And so in religion and the churches. Re-
ligion is not a force that can exhaust itself
in giving rise to some impatient uew de-
nomination. Some theologians may tell you
that at last the true religion has come and
all has been embodied and the life of God
fully manifested in their sect. We know in
ocur deepest hearts it is not true. No sect,
no church, no institution, has wet fully in-
corporated the returning energies of the
divine life. (Applause.) And these ener-
gies are religion and the churches. -

Let me point out again that many of our
friends, impatient with religion, should be
really impatient simply with the churches.
(Applause.) And we must ask ourselves:
“How well-grounded is our impatience with
the churches?”
to you that all institutions are in the nature
of the case conservative—sometimes reac-
tionary. A little thinking reveals the rea-
son:—that is the very nature of the beast,
that is what the institution is for—to con-
serve. The winds carry away the prophet’s
message Wwithout it. - All institutions are
conservative: I don’t know a more con-
servative crowd than the Anarchists. The
little group I know best spends most of its
time in what. we theologians call heresy
trials. (Laughter.) _For.the most part the

I should like to point out,

mwelpvel HOoW burdened are all our visions
and all our thoughts by the weaknesses and
extravagances of our own lives and the lives
behind us, burdening and sometimes crush-
ing the Life within all of us. Therefore, let
us not be impatient with the narrowness
and even the brutality under which the
great instinct which links humanity to God
has made itself felt in the life of man. I
reccgnize that it is easy for us to find a
particular organization or belief in our way.
Very well: do your best to undermine it;
but be sure that as you do that you do not
destroy more than you intend. When you
attack, as attack you must, many of the in-
stitutions of religion, many of the dogmas

of the church, many of the things that are

in the way of social progress, use your knife

and make it sharp, but have the skill sim- °

ply to free and not to destroy. (Applause.)
We are on the verge, as we all know, of
tremendous social changes all over the
world. If you are going to destroy the
churches before those changes come your
task is a hopeless one.
vou may hope, the facts are all against you.

Never was religion doing more ‘work in the

world than today. . Christianity has - been
stirring Mohemmedanism and Buddhism in-
to greater activity. You cannot, help-it. It
is a force that'is here to stay.- Now, what
shall we do with it? Sit.in our tents and
sulk, or sweep back the tide with our little
brcoms, or seek to understand it—seek to

institution cannot be counted upon to be -know what the force is, and to come into

the prophet of progress, but the institution
is the mother of prophets, even though she
is a little cruel to her unruly children. i

And so we need the churches.
the reasen that we need all institutions.”
And let us be pafient with them, if only be-.
cause they embody so adequately our own
stupidity and our own reactlonary life. Now,:

how are we going to relaté this institutional-

life to the great changes which everyone of”,
us sees upon ‘the horizon? °
this férum many great differences of thought

‘I take it that inx

and instinct and hopebmeet upon the com--

mon gfound of a largerlife, & newer society;.
afairer humanity. :“And it is. oI the greatest.

m;xportance that, whatever pal:tlcular recon-. ;"

struction of-society may hapﬁen to be Yours,
you link it properly - and frankly with
this- great, "ov erwhelmmg force—rehvlon
"You and I?‘are in eternal ’;ela-

k~ s

vital contact with the mighty streams or

. ene}gy that have made men like Wesley and
“ Luther and Calvin and Paul and Eluah and
Why? ‘Fori:"

Jesus- Christ?

- This' is the closing message I w0u1d leave
Wh.h you: It is the most absurdly unhistori-
eal’ - mistake to think .that because the
ghurches*are conservative, nghclon is reac-
tionary. - There never has been such a
dynamm “in human_ history as religion.- It

has acéomplished that which no other force .

has been able to accomplish. “When . the
whole world. seemed enslaved in ‘the tyranny
of & bloody military power.

to every woman oppressed, to every natlon'
N (Contmued on page 4. )/

vt

I do not care what-

a lltl‘le band of -
A-poverty -stricken Arab prophets- spoke words -
among the desert sands tha‘t not all the em- .
‘> pires of the World have been able to silence
% —messages of hope to every man enslaved,
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THE QUESTIONS

Q (Mr. Margolis): Which ““Marseillaise”
do you approve of, Charles Sprague Smith's
version or the French original?

A: I think in many ways Mr. Smith's. but
why make such discriminations?

Q (Mr. Cosgrove): How do you reconcile
veur hope for a peaceful revolution with
John D. Rockefeller, Jr.'s approval of the
methods of the mine owners in Colorado?

A: “It must needs be that offences come.
but woe to those through whom the offences
ccme!”

Q (Mr. Levenberg): Isn't it true that in
mest cases it is our most devoted Christians
who desire to use violence?

A: I am not sure it is those who are
mest Christian. There is a place for loving
violence, but there is nothing so hard as to
hit a man in love.

Q: Woeuld it not be far better for us, in
the Twentieth Century, to preach and urge
and practise education and science instead
of religion? .

A: I do not believe that they would ac-
complish what they are to accomplish with-

out behind them the tremendous force of -

the idealism that expresses itself in faith
and hope and love—religion. (Applause.)

Q (Mrs. Soderman): Did nct the Soc‘al-
Tlemokrats in Germany oppose religion be-
cause the capitalists were identical with
the church?

A: Yes, but they supposed the churches
were identical with religion, and they are
not.

Q: Do you approve of Archbishop Coler,
of Colorado, who insisted cn his lady parish-
ioners taking a pledge against votes for
women?

A: No, I do not approve of him; but I am
not in his diocese.

Q: If religion enables people to discrim-
inate between right and wreng, why did they
lose it in Spain and Portugal?

A: Again we must make distinctions be-
tween religion and the institutional church.

Q: Will Mohammedans and Christians in
time live toeether as brothers instead of as
antagonists?

A: In a small way that is already
place in the schools in the Balkans.

Q (Mr. Roberts): What do vou think of
T.vman Abhott’s definition of rehf'lon as

takinz

not only can be but are truly religious with-
cut any definite conception of a Supreme Be-
ing.

Q: What are the comparative social
needs in foreign lands where Christianity is
not yet a power?

A: Chiefly individual and economic free-
dom.

Q: Do you approve of having the Bible
read in the public schools?

A: I wish very much that the literature
of the Old and New Testament could be mas-
tered in the public schools, but undogmati-
cally.

Q: In view of the fact that all religions
have had their persecuticns and wars. how
can religion bring about these great things
by evolution instead of revolution?

A: Religious wars have been the prostitu-
tion of religious institutions to selfish class
purposes.

Q: What is the greatest factor in Juda-
ism and in Christianity in their influence on
rerscnal life in the world today?

A: The great central truth of Judaism is
the righteousness of God: the great central
truth of Christianity is the loving righteous-
ness of a redeeming God.

Q: Do you believe in Hell, and will you
define it?

A: I do believe in it, and you can finq it
in New York or Boston.

Q: Would not the amount of money used
for missions be better used in alleviating

the sufferings of the poor at home? (Ap-
plause.)
A: Oh, you selﬁsh egoists! Shame on

vou. that vou dare say that anvbody in your

‘back yard is more valuable than any God-

given child under the sun! Every human
child needs redemption. If we believe our
religion, God will blast us if we do not tell
it to every man and woman in the world.

Q: If it were not for the infidels, would
we not all be idiots?

A: That depends on what vou mean by
“infidel” and “idiot.” An infidel is a man un-
faithful to the highest he Dbelieves, and we
can get along without that kind of man.

Q: (Mr. Weitzner): Would it not be bet-
ter to have one brotherhood of religion in-
stead of conflicting divisions?

A: We evolved various religions arter be-
fne Adividad The orear relizgions have not

material imperialism. Roman Cathohcxsm
has been done tremendous injustice to

us Protestants. It has been blamed for
many things which the universities did. -

Q: Do you think that religion will be ip
existence after Socialism has been realized?.

A: I think we will have the best expres,
sicn of it. (AppTause.) 3

Q (Mr. Isaacs): What do you think of
Fowler's “Human Science"?

A: I must plead ignorance.

Q: Isn't it true that the schemers of
ligion see the end of all their plans in th
coming social revolution, and that is wh
they are trying to ally the savagery of th
past with the coming change?

A: You credit them with more foresigh

than they have.
~Q:. Do vou think the time is far dist
when the Bible can be taught as history
the High Schools—the Old Testament to
Jews and the New Testament to the Pro
tants and Catholics? b

A: It might come. I should be glad g t:‘:;‘?xl{efhl:ehs
see it rationally. and sensibly done. I cholce.
no cbjecticn to it, but there would be ob] - The Moderato

W the dutiex of {
tion. Ris term of offi¢

Q: Is the religious conflict in Ireland ote B IR e of 2
of those stirred up for class interests? . or in case

A: Very much so. As an Ulsterman ¥l by bim in g
am in doubt whether even Ulster is u | emid d
imcus against Home Rule. (Applause.) Mevting

Q: Is religion the outcome of revela Moderator
or evolution, and is its object the mater oderator
presperity of man or his relation to ano he
world?

A: Religion is to me both rev elatlon
eveluticn. In the whole cosmic procesS
see God writing his message to the inquf
ing mind. We cannot separate temporal
spiritual values. 3

Q (Miss Rogolsky): Why have the Jel
always been persecuted where the chul
is powerful, and why does the church
main silent in view of the accusatlon
ritual murder? (Applause.)

A: A protest went out from the C
tian churches all over the world.
plause.)

Q (Mr. Browne): Are you willing to
press ycurself concerning the grade of 1€
ligion that exists among both white
colored people in some of the SOutll
States where they lynch negroes? p

A: That is not a difference of religios®
much as a difference of cultural status.

Q (Mr. Gallup): Do vou see any red
why with men who are not bigoted and
are willing to look faets squarely in *
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would' be impossible: but undoubtedly men in the Christian church until it became a (Continued on Page 4.)
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g to ally the savagery of the
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RULES

Jurisdiction.
3 1. The TFord Iall Town Meeting has all the
“Jegislative powers possessed by any legislative
" bedy within and including the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.  Every Dbill introduced into said
Town Meering shall begin with language appro-
priate to the body which is suppesed [0 be con-
siderinz the same.
Membership.
E 2 Xo test of race, creed, sex, or property shall
be applied in determining ecitizenship in the Ford
- Hall Town Meeting.,  Any person signing the roll
~ gad subscribing to the following declaration shall
~ thereupon be regavded as a citizen
. Declaration.
2 I do solemnly declare that I wi'l strive to
gdvance the common good and the Common-
ith of Ford Hall by all means in my power.
Officers.
g The elective officers of the Town Meeting
A be a Moderator. Clerk, and a Sergeant-nt-
By 4 who shall be elected by Preferential Dallot
M the second regular meeting of each season. A
: ty of all the votes cast shall be necessary
A choice.
The Moderator may appoint a citizen to per-
the duties of the chair for suca period dur-
Bis term of office as he may elect.
In case of a vacancy in the otfice of Mod-
= or in caxe the Moderator or the citizen
by him in accordance with the preceding
absent at the hour to which the Town
‘ sl:lml.\":1(ljuln'lled. the clerk shall eall
] :h:n“.\lw[}n: to order and shall proceed
Moderator appear or a temporary or a
moderator be elected which shall he the
siness in order.
Moderator is ex-officio member of all com-

€ b
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S 0Cee -onsider;
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' Serzeant at Arm..

B at Arms g)

7 B s shall be responsible
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1lup): Do yecu §ee any e other  otlicors as he may
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N. A Committee on City Planning, to con-
sist of seven members.
A Committee on Immigration and Natur-
alization. to consist of seven members.

All of said committees shall be nominated by a
nominating committee consisting of seven citizens
elected by the Town Meeting. The Moderator of
the Town Meeting shall designate one member
of each of said committees to act as chairman
thereof.

10. The Moderator shall appoint a committee
of five to be known as the Committeé on Ways
and Means, who shall prepare for the considera-
tion of the Committee on Budget and Appropria-
tions an estimate of the probable expense of the
Town DMeeting for the current season. When
such estimate has been considered and ordered by
the said Committee on Budget and Appropria-
tions, the said Ways and Means Committee shall
extend the taxes necessary to meet said budget
over the Town Meeting and appoint all officers
necessary to collect, care for and disburse the
same in orderly and regular fashion.

11. Befove said Committee on Budget and Ap-

propriations shall finally appropriate any sum
for the support of the Town Meeting in its vari-
ous funetions it shall report its estimate to the
full Town Meeting, and no such report shall be
adopted unless approved by a vote of two-thirds
of the members present at a regular Town Meet-
mg. ®

12, All measures intended for presentation by
any citizen shall be presented to the Clerk on
paper furnished by the Clerk. The Clerk shall
read all measures by title and the Moderator shall
then refer them to their appropriate committees.
hefore the order of the day has been considered
at each Town Meeting. They shall be given a
consecutive number by the Clerk and shall there-
after be referred to by number, title and by the
name of the citizen introducing the same. The
committees to whom said measures are referred
shall consider the same as promptly as may be
and may in said consideration call before them
the original sponsor of such measure or any citi-
zen who is in favor of or opposed to said meas
ure. In addition thereto said committees may, if
they shall so elect, call before them any person,
whether a citizen of the Town Meeting or not.
whose evidence or arguments might, in their
judgment. be valuable to the committee or to the
Town Meeting in their deliberations on the par-
ticular measure under consideration. ,

Said Committees shall. as speedily gs possible,
report to the Town Meeting. their conclusions
upon the matters referred to them. giving in con-
cigse form the reasons upon which said conclu-
sions are based.

REGULAR COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS.
Petitions, etc., and Reports of Committees.

13. Petitions. memorials, remonstrances and
papers of a like nature. and reports of commit-
tees shall be presented Dbefore the Town Meeting
proceeds to the consideration of the Order of the

Day. and the Moderator shall ecall for such
papers.
Papers Addressed to the Town Meeting Not

Petitions.

Tapers addressed to the Town Meeting, other
wakit] maomarinls  and  remonstrances.

Ll T Y

18. After entering upon the consideration of
the Orders of the Day., the Town Meeting shall
proceed with them in regular course as follows:
Matters not giving rise to a motion or debate
shall be first disposed of in the order in which
they stand in the calendar; after which the mat-
ters that were passed over shall be considered in
like order and disposed of.

19. When the Town Meeting does not finish
the cousideration of the Orders of the Day. those
which had not been acted upon shall Dbe the.
Orders of the next and each succeeding day
until disposed of, and shall be enterel in the
calendar. without change in their order. to pre-
cede matters added under rules 15 and 16 and 17.
The unfinished business in which the Town Meet-
ing was engaged at the time of adjournment shall
have the preference in the Orders of the next day,
after motions to reconsidered.

Special Rules Affecting the Course of Proceed-
ings. .

20. No matter which has been duly placed in
the Orders of the Day shall be discharged there-
from, or cousidered out of the reguiar course.
This rule shall not he rescinded. or revoked or
suspended except by a vote of four-fifths of the
members present and voting thereon.

21. 1If, under the operation of the previous
question, or otherwise, an amendment is made
at the secoud. or third reading of a bill substan-
tially changing the greater part of such Dbill, the
question shall not be put forthwith on ordering
the bill to a third reading, but the bill, as amend-
ed, shall be placed in the Orders of the next ses-
sion after that on which the amendment is made,
and shall then be open to further amendment be-
fore such question is put. In like manner, when,
under the operation of the previous question or
otherwise, an amendment is made in any propo-
sition of such 2 nature as to change its charac-
ter. as from a bill to an order. or the like, the
proposition as amended shall be placed in the
Orders of the next session after that on which
the amendment was made.

Reconsideration.

'92 When a motion for reconsideration is de-
cided, that decision shall not he reconsiiered, andd
no question shall Dbe twice reconsidered; mnor
shall any vote be reconsidered upon either of the
following motions:

to adjourn, -

to lay on the table,

to take from the table: or,

for the previous question.
23. Debate or motions to reconsider shall be
limited to twenty minutes, and no citizen shall .
occupy more than five minutes; but on a motion

.%o reconsider a vote upon any subsidiary or in-

cidental question, debate shall be limited to ten
minutes, and no citizen shall occupy more than
three minutes.

Rules of Debate.

24 No citizen shall speak more than once to
the prevention of those who have not spoken and
dexire to speak on the same question.

253. No citizen shall speak more than five min-
utes upon any measure.

S The proponent of any measure may speak
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Journal every ques-

‘Committee on Rules. to consist of six
bers - and the Moderator of the Town
ging, who shall be ex-officio chairman
id committee.

‘Committee on Education, to consist of
members.

- Committee on Iousing, to consist of
members.

Committee on Ilealth, to consist of five

Committee on Play and Recreation, to
ist of five members.
- Committee on Labor, to
members.
Committee on Judiciary, to consist of
ubers.
Committee on Transportation, to con-
of five members.
Committee on Mereantile
of five members.
Committee on Courtesies, to consist of
oembers.
ommittee on Liquor Laws, to consist
members.
amittee on Budget and Appropria-
1o eor:xsxst of se{‘en members.
mittee on Municipal airs, *
of five members. HIS SRR e

consist of

Affairs, to

committees 1o wWihom Sl measures are relierred
shall consider the same as promptly as may be
and may in said consideration call hefore them
the original sponsor of such measare or any citi-
zen who is in favor of or opposed to said meas-
ure. In addition thereto said committees may. if
they shall so elect, call before them any person,
whether a citizen of the Town Meeting or not.
whose evidence or arguments might, in their
judgment. be valuable to the committee or to the
Town Meeting in their deliberations on the par-
ticular measnre under consideration.

Said Committees shall. as speedily gs possible,
report to the Town Meeting. their conclusions
upon the matters referred to them, giving in con-
cise form the reasons upon which said conclu-
sions are based.

REGULAR COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS.
YPetitions, etc., and Reports of Committees.

13. DPetitions, memorials. remonstrances and
papers of a like nature. and reports of commit-
tees shall be presented hefore ‘the Town Meeting
proceeds to the consideration of the Order of the

Day. and the Moderator shall eall for such
papers.
Papers Addressed to the Town Meeting Not

Petitions.

Papers addressed to the Town Meeting. other
than petitions, memorials and remonstrances.
may be presented by the Moderator, o1 by a cit-
jzen in his place, and shall be read. unless it is
specifically ordered that the reading Dbe dis-
pensed with. g

14. No Dbill shall be acted upon by the Town
Meeting until it has been reportel by the com-
mittee to which it has been referred: provided.
however, that the Moderator may call upon any
committee to report a hill before it. if in his
judgment said report is unduly delayed. No
hill shall be put to a final vote without having
heen read three several times.

Orders of the Day.

15. DBills favorably reporfted to the Town Meet-
ing by committees. and bills the question of the
rejection of which is negatived, shall he placed in

the Orders for the next session., and, if they have-

heon rea dbut once, shall o to a seconl reading
without question. Resxolutions reported in the
Town Mecting by committees shall, after they
are read, be placed in the Orders of the Day for
the next session.

16. Reports of committees not by Dbill or re-

solve shall be placed in the Orders of the next

session after that on which they are made to the
Town Meecting: provided, that the report of a
committee asking to be discharged from the fur-
ther consideration of a subject and recommend-
ing that it be referred to another committee, shall
be immediately considered.

17. Bills ordered to a third reading shall be
placed in the Orders of the next session for such
reading.

ter. as from : bhill to an order. or the like, the
proposition as amended shall be placed in the
Orders of the next session after that on which
the amendment was made.

Reconsideration.

22, YWhen a motion for recounsideration is de-
cided, that decision shall not he reconsiiered, and
no question shall be twice reconsidered; mnor
shall any vote be reconsidered upon either of the
following motions:

to adjourn,

to lay on the table,

to take from the table; or,
for the previous question.

23. DeDbate or motions to reconsider shall be
limited to twenty minutes, and mno citizen shall .
occupy more than five minutes; but on a motion
.%o reconsider a vote upon any subsidiary or in-
cidental question, debate shall be iimited to ten
minutes. and no citizen shall occupy more than
three minutes.

Rules of Debate.

24. No citizen shall speak more than once to
the prevention of those who have not spoken and
desire to speak on the same question.

. No citizen shall speak more than five min-
utes upon any measure.

2G. The proponent of any measure may speak
for ten minutes. .

27. Upon unanimous consent of all voting citi-
zens present, any speaker may have the privi-
lege of such further time as the said voting citi-
zens present may designate.

28. Every motion shall be reduced to writing,
if the Moderator so directs.

29, When a question is before the Town Meet-
ing, until it is disposed of. the Moderator shall
receive no motion that does not relate to the
same, except the motion to adjourn, or some
other motion that has precedence either by ex-

JTpress rule of the Town Meeting or because it Is

¢ privileged in its nature: and he shall receive no

motion relating to the same, except:
’ to lay on the table,

far the previous question, :

to close the debate at a specified time,

to postpone to i time certain, .

to commit (or recommit), S

to amend.
which several motions shall have precedence in
the order in-which they are arranged in this rule.

Previous Question. .

50. All questions of-.order arising after a mo-
tion is made for the previous guestion shall be
decided without debate, excepting on appeal;
and on such appeal, no citizen shall speak ex-
cept the appellant and the Moderator.

31. The adoption of the previous question shall
put an end to all debate and bring the Town
Meeting to a direct vote upon pendifg amend-
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FORD HALL FOLKS

By Ceorge W. Coleman.

A most unusual woman is the subject of
this thumb-nail sketch. She has done ex-
traordinarily fine work in helping to de-
velop the idea that is back of the Ford Hail
Meetings. Without Miss Mary C. Crawford
and her untiring energy, clever initiative,
and unswervingz faithfulness, our growth
would have been very much slower and we
might have failed altogether. For it was
she who stood ready to take all the exeru-
tive detail off my hands after the first sea-
son when it would have been absolutely im-
possible for me to continue to give it the
necessary time. For five years now she has
been indispensable in the management of
our work.

It is little wonder that Miss Crawford has

meant so much to Ford Hall when you con-
sider the qualifications she brought to the
work. She is college bred and has had ‘o
work for a living. Very successful as an
author, writing a book a year for the last

ten years, she nevertheless has been a lead-

er in practical every-day affairs as Secre-
tary of the Woman's Trade Union League
and in connection with the Schosl Voters'
League.

She has the newspaperman’'s nose for
news, a good idea of relative values, and
first-class executive ability, a combination
of talents not often found in one person. Al-
though a loyal Episcopalian in church con-
nection she has never lacked in sympathy,
appreciation and respect for earnest souls of
other faiths and of no faith. And her early
appreciation of the great social changes
going on in our midst is indicated by the
fact that she graduated from the School for
Social Workers in 1906.

Innumerable have been the writings of
Miss Crawford for newspapers and maga-
zines. It was Dby this labor chiefly for a
number of years that she supported herself
and her father's family, being obliged to
leave Radcliffe College midway in her
course to take up the burden. Her first
book, “Romance of Old New England Root-
Trees,” a collection of magazine articles,
was an immediate success. And in fact all
her books have heen revenue producers. To
prepare for her book on Goethe she made a
trip abroad in-the spring of 1911. Miss
Crawford is active in the work of the Bos-
ton Authors’ Club, and is chairman of the
entertainment committee of the new Wom-
an's Clty Club ot Boston one of the most

Aetnnial

REL!GION AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION.

(Centinued from Page 1.)

despcndent of its political future. We must
link religicn, and with purpose and intelli-
gence, to sccial reforms, that our revolu-
tion be not one of violence and blood, with
the natural reaction ot violence and blood.
but the revolution of springtime, so that
new life takes possession in the name of
God. with all the old, hallowed and splendid
traditions of the past entering as mto the
Master’s house.

THE QUESTIONS.
(Continued from page 2.)

in the Episcopal church?

A: The differences arcse in England, not
in the foreign field. The Christian co-opera-
tion in the toreign field goes very, very far.

Q: Do you think the Christian church is
justified in sending missicnaries to Moham-
medans, Jews and Buddhists? (Applause.)

A: Yes, just as they are in sending mis: .

sionaries to prcselyte us. The question is
not nearly so much one of converting them
to any form of dogmatic Christianity as
of the raising of the great essentials of re-
ligious life in all of us by international co-
cperaticn. .

Q (Miss Crawford): Are there any con-
structive measures you would advocate to
bring in a pure and undefiled religion?

A: Just such a meeting as this is such a
measure. (Applause.) Liberty of contact
of religious life in all forms is the construc-
tive thing.

Q: If Christ died a Jew,
tianity start?

A: It started because Judaism in its mis-
taken conservatism flung it out of the syna-
gogue, so that it went and proclaimed itself
to the naticns. It had at first no intention
of leaving Judaism.

Q: Don't the preachers think too much
for us, and ought we not to do more think-
ing on our own account?

A: We all ought to do more thinking on
our own account than we do, and the prin-
cipal function of a Protestant pulpit is to
awaken moral autonomy.

Q: Will you define the difference be-
tween religiosity and spirituality?

A: Religiosity is the bark without the
tree, and spirituality is the tree protected
by the bark.

Q: (Mr. Collispr):

how did Chris-

(Christ «aid the avae

as you have done about Mohammedanism? .
A: It would depend largely on the geo- -
graphical status of that person. (Laughter.)
Q (Mr. Foster): Is not Christianity be- *
ccming modified by contact with the East,
so that we can look for a new Chr1st1an1ty
trcm that transtormation?
A: Personally, I do not believe that we A
have as much to learn from Mohammedan-
ism and Puddhism as we once thought.-
till, Christianity was originally an Oriental
religion which become Occidentalized.
Q: Is Spiritualism a torce tor good?
A: 1 should not like to speak dogmat
cally about that. Such phases of it as I have:
ccme in contact with have not been, be-.
cause they nave been commercialized and =
debased. \

TUNING MEN.

One of the greatest things in the world is®
faith—faith in ourselves, faith in our neigh- =
bors, faith in the world's need of us, and,
greater than these, faith in some great =
Power which is manifesting itself throu°ll
us and through all other persons and things..
With this faith warming our hearts an
brains we are blessed with that philosoph¥:
which enables us to accept as true that state- =
ment of Henry Ward Beecher's: “Men
think God is destroying them Dbecause.
he is tuning them. The violinist screws up
the key till the tense cord sounds the co@
cert piteh: but it is not to break it, but:to;
use it tunefully, that he stretches the stn
upon the musical rack.”

“When once you have learned that it 1S
as sure a sign of wisdom to say you do DnOY
know as to say ycu do know, when you haves
learned that it is pretense and not ignorance
that is shameful, when you want to be ¥
teemed for nothing except what you reall®
are, and to hate nothing so much as to b€
praised for what you are not, then you c38
be at ease in any company, everybody fromk
servant to savant will enjoy you and, as W
said to Robert Burns, you will be eq
at home in the society of farm laborers_ a3
the polite world. Genuineness and mode ‘
are the keys of friendship.”—Frank Crane- ;

Don’t waste your time explaining \ourse

to vour critics. No eagle can be the 1\1

of birds who wastes his time explaining
actions to a barnyard hen.




appreclation oL tile gJreat soclal changes
going on in our midst is indicated by the
fact that she graduated from the School for
Social Workers in 1906.

Innumerable have been the writings of
Miss Crawford for newspapers and maga-
zines. It was by this labor chiefly for a
number of years that she supported herself
and her father's family, being obliged to
leave Radcliffe College midway in her
course to take up the burden. Her first
book, “Romance of Old New England Ront-
Trees,” a collection of magazine articles,
was an immediate success.
her books have heen revenue producers. To
prepare for her book on Goethe she made a
trip abroad in the spring of 1911. Miss
Crawford is active in the work of the Bos-
ton Authors’ Club, and is chairman of the
entertainment committee of the new Wom-
an’s City Club of Boston, one of the most
astonishing manifestations of club life that
any city has ever experienced.

Mary Crawford is a Charlestown girl in
her bringing up. I sometimes wonder if we
do not owe to her rector for many years,
Philo W. Sprague, a long-time Christian So-
cialist, a debt of gratitude for the social
vision that is so vital an element in Miss
Crawford’s qualifications as a leader in the
Ford Hall work.

While Miss Crawford is always full of
business and knows how to penetrate the
cleverest bluff of the most adept four-flush-
er, and can hold ber own in any emergency
she has a side to her nature that is ultra-
feminine in its simplicitv.and winsomeness
and no one can be with.-her very long with-
out feeling its charm.-: 'She has grown
strong and canable by the necessity of
wresting a living ‘from:.an unkindly eco-
nemic environment. “.These are qualities
that every self-respecting” woman should
emulate even though theyv may be more hap-
pily acquired. In the midst of it all she has
kept her woman’s heart unspoiled and with-
out bitterness or..unfaith has pursued her
course, achieving&sucéess, fulfilling respon-
sibilities, radiating good cheer, loving the
best things and doing all she could to make
the world a little better for her having

et ey )

- lived“ i_p it. pu vt

And in fact all .

tive thing. .

Q: If Christ died a Jew, how did Chris-
tianity start?

A: It started because Judaism in its mis-
taken conservatism flung it out of the syna-
gogue, so that it went and proclaimed itself
to the nations. It had at first no intention
of leaving Judaism.

Q: Don't the preachers think too much
for us, and ought we not to do more think-
ing on our own account?

A: We all ought to do more thinking on
our own account than we do, and the prin-
cipal function of a Protestant pulpit is to
awaken moral autonomy.

Q: Will you.define the difference be-
tween religiosity and spirituality?

A: Religiosity is the bark without the
tree, and spirituality is the tree protected
by the bark.

Q: (Mr. Collier): Christ said the axe
had to be laid to the root of the tree. not
that the bark should be split. Do you think
the corffing transformation in society may
be accomplished by a religious revolution
and the coming of a new religion outside the
dead form of the church?

A: That is a possibility, though again
T shculd hope that the existing religious
forms would grow into the measure and
stature of their larger life without revolu-
tion.

Q (Mr. Bodfish): Is not God sovereign,
and if so, can we really chcose whether we
will go forward by evolution or revolution?

A: God is sovereign, but He has left us
a great deal of work to do for Him, and He
is giving us large choices how we shall go
forward. ¢ ;

Q: Under what denominaticn of religion
wculd Russia- be better socialized?

A: The Russian civilization is a mystery
to the Occidental mind. It would be impos-
sible for any of us to see how Russia is to
work out her own destiny. I have great
hope that Russia may survive her troubles
a"nd rise as one of the great brotherhood
of-nations. " ¢

Q (Mr. Fraser): What do vyou think
would have happened to a Christian man or

woman 300 years ago who ;alked as kindl_v_ ,,:'
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know as to say yocu do know, when von S
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that is shameful, when you want tq "'
teemed for nothing except what yoy reattl
are, and to hate nothing so much ag to
praised for what you are not, then yvoy e @
Dbe at ease in any company, everyhody :
servant to savant will enjoy yvou and, gg g
said to Robert Burns, vou will he equaj
at home in the society of farm laborerg an
the polite world. Genuineness and modes
are the keys of friendship.”—Frank Cl’ane,

Don’t waste your time explaining yourges
to your critics. No eagle can Dbe the kjpe
of birds who wastes his time explaining i
actions to a barnyard hen. E

SEND US PEACE.

This poem by Edward R. Sill
breathes forth the prayer which is in
the hearts of those who understand
the spirit of the Ford Hall Meetings,
and who are most vitally interested
in the spreading of the Ford Hall
gospel: -

Send down Thy truth, O God,
Too long the shadows frown, 3
Too long the darkened way we've §
trod,
Thy truth, O Lord, send down.

Send dcwn Thy spirit free,
Till wilderness and town

One temple for Thy worship be—
Thy Spirit, O send down.

Send down Thyv love, Thy life,
Our lesser lives to crown,
And cleanse them of their hate and
strife.—
Thy living love send down.

Send down Thy peace, O Lord;
Earth’'s bitter voices drown

In cne deep ocean of accord,—
Thy peace, O God, send down.

E. L, Grimes Company, Printers,
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areironand from whose hills you can mine cop-
per.1®When you have eaten your fill, give thanks
to the Loro your God for the good land which
He has given you. '
NTake care lest you forget the Lorp your
God and fail to keep His commandments, His
rules, and His laws, which I enjoin upon you
today. 12When you have eaten your fill, and have
built fine houses to live in; 3and your herds
and flocks have multiplied, and your silvex and
gold have increased, and everything you own
has prospered, 14beware lest your heart grow
haughty and you forget the Lorp your God—
who freed you from theland of Egypt, the house
ofbondage; 15swholedyou through the greatand
terrible wilderness with its seraph serpents and
scorpions, a parched land with no water in it,
who brought forth water for you from the flinty
rock; 6who fed you in the wilderdess with
manna, which your fathers had never known,
in order to test you by hardships only 1o benefit
you in the end—17and you say to yoﬁrselves,
“My own power and the might of my own hand
have won this wealth for me.” 18Remember that

9, sron .

per is mined underground.
1]. forget the LoRD . . .

failing to kecp His commandments.”
5. serapb serpenss  Literally,

pents.’

burning sensation.

. copper  The woldmg reflects thi
fact chatiron is mined from the surface, while co

and fail to keep Hi
commandments Litcrally, “forget the Lorp by|

“ficry ser}
" Creatures whose deadly bitc causcs :
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Exod, 17:6; Num. 20:7-11). In the Sinai there
are limescone rocks from which small amounts of
water drip; a blow to their soft surface can cxpose
a porous inner laver containing water. On the oc-

duced enough for the entire people.
16. test you by hardships  Rcfers ro the entirc
wilderness period, which also pxeparcd the Israel-

ites for the fucure.

broughs forthwarer  On two occasions wher!
water was unavailable, God had Moses obtain wa
ter for the people from the inside of a rock (sc

to bencfit you in the end - The lesson of its
dependence on God would lead Israel to obey
Him and earn His continued benefactions.

PTVITEeS ieepoey

10. Birkat ha-Mazon, the prayer . of

- ehanksgiving after a meal, is the fundamenital

mitzvah, because all people should be ca-
pable of feeling grateful that the carth has
produced food for them to.eat (Mcnahem :
Mendel of Kotzk). .

When you have eaten your fill Whcen one
cats in a spirit of gratitude, whether there is
much food or little, the meal is sausfymg
[Shlomo-of Karlin). - .

-

casions in question, the rocks miraculously pro- -
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3He subjected you to the hardship of hunger
and then gave vou manna to eat, which neither
you nor your fathers had everknown, in order
to teach you that man does not live on’bread
alone, but that man may live on anything that
the Lorp dectees. 4The clothes upon you did
not wear out, nor did your feet swell these forty
years. 3Bear in mind that the Lor» your God
disciplines you just as a man disciplines his
son. $Therefore keep the commandments of
the Lorp your God: walk in His ways and re-
vere Him. :
7For the Lorp your God is bringing you into
a good land, a land with streams and springs
and fountairs issuing from plain and hill; 3a
Jand of wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey;
%a land where you may eat food without stint,
where you will lack nothing; a land whose rocks
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3. manna See Exod 16:15,31; Num. 11:7. grains, from whi& bread, the staple of the {fracl-

4. Anocher indicarion of Israel’s dependence  ite diet, was made. .

on God and His conrrol over narure. The Israel-

oy o amat 1040
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ites” clothing and feer were immune to the ef-
fects of nawure during the ycars in the wilderness,

5. The hardships in the wilderness are a par-
adigm for all of God's disciplinary actions with
Iseacl, Their aim is educational. As in the case of.
a father and child, the discipline is administered
with love.

7. The goodness of the Promised Land is a
major theme of Deuteronomy, graphically illus-
ecaced here. The phrase “a good Jand” occurs no
fewer than 10 rimes in the book

8. wheat and barley The Land's principal

vines Importanc as the source of grap¢s and
winc, the predominant human-made drinlk

figs A favorite fruic, caten fresh or drjed or
baked into cakes.

pomegranases  Another popular fruit.J heir
juice could be drunk or made into wine. Alsg val-
ued as objects of beauty and symbols of fedsilivy,
they were used as decorations in Israelice rel %ious
and secular are.

honey Because this verse is a list of agticuls
tural products, “honey” ‘must refer co the nectar
of dares.

3. man does not live on bread alone This
familiar verse is usually taken to mean that
peaple need “rmoore than bread”—including
culture, art, and food for the spirit. {“Hearts
starve as well as bodies; give us bread bur give
us roses.”) But in context, it is better under-
stood to mean-that people can susvive on “less
than bread”—namely, the manna from heaven

with which God sustains them.. .

4, The clothes upon you did mot twear
out The faith you practiced every day rever
wore out nor did you outgrow it, while the fpith
you took out only on special occasions shrank
and becamne too small for you. Similarly our
children’s religious outlook grew with theim as
they grew and matured (Deur. R, 7:11).
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