Sunday svening 4 farch 90

ritke:
Some notes on variocus anud sunﬂry to gu with the pacikage.
t—nc .'. Uueﬂ ars .

i. ¥et anather transiation of lstter to organirations. Tell
Tish ana Fam that I tnaugnt it better to streamiine it a bit.
Zaira‘s was too iiteral and therefore case oft & bit odd and
stiited in Spanish. I had boktn & Salvadaran and a Spanisrd
ciheck this one ovar, so it hhﬂuld be oic.

Z. two copies of pilece on Jesuit trlp Lthey were cornered at
courtsy. measage for Soottl “How we've both Gasn smearedi

(See gesand Purﬂgrdpn, which beglﬂﬁ,' “The priest K. Scott
Greattiead, whio led the delegat cuet LLl'am referring to the.
Tact that Live been .W%‘ as an attorney on several

gocasions, and nuw Scobt has joined the the clergy of the
Uhurenh of Kome.

d. riece about Congressments Trip o LCH.  <plesse send
AcGovern a8 oopy?. That'‘s me in the photo <the one in. the
Ekirt; natt MeHugh is walkting bnetween Father Tojeira (Jdesuit
provincialr and me.

%, Article on Stare 0. Cuunﬁ%y keport, isading of¥ with 57T
FHiLN 15 the author of wmost human vights viglations in
Salvadaor....¥

5. A Tew clips Tor &cthur on repatriates. Teil him that there.
wWwas anothter rﬂpatrlatznn taday, Trow San Antonic to Usulutén,
1nvo1u1ng about 1000 pecpl&. Batore I isave I'li sit doun
with tha ;:heap&a i know in that “hranch’ and make up a list of
pPoopie he ngnc want o interview.

6. How loung will Sicott be here? I want to see the Minister of
Jusiina; the President of Sup. $t.; and Balvador Ibarra/the
legal institute. Hould he want to be a part of any of those
meetlngs, gr should I go ahead this week?

7. o you have any sense of what BO Hin. might want of me’
toae1ra will anrznltaly be auway,; uwhich Trom my perspective is
too naa, put Troa *nexra, prubdbly irrzligvant given that he
doesn‘t speak English. Twe men who ilived in the community that
was wmurdered bdth sSpeak Engiisihh and wouid b2 good te
interview. I‘ve talked to Jon Cartina, who is willing to come
down fTrom bhaiatenansc where he 18 now wWorking. J4on Sobrino is
back Trom abroad this week. His English is even better,
There's anather ane, Fernin Sainz, whs directs ths Loyola
Center near the UCA, who was here during the killings. Diclk
voward will Be back by then. flsc, a Ganadian Jesuit is
'arriving To Tiil in for one of the muwuereu ones who 1is goosd.
He knows the siktuation welli, +hough he‘s Jjust beginning to
live here. de was here tor the funeral. He's very imporitant in



Canadian Jesuit circlss and untLL he came gawn nere directed
the Jesuini Cantre Tuor bacldl Faith and Justice in Toranto.

B. fee p. 7 on Sidrra Ascencio. This is the one who desevied.
He snot tnP uamen the secand time around, according te this
ACCOUNT-. ‘i anxious to see your package to see what wvou

have o say on this and his mhereanuutg.

{I understmod you to be saying ‘that he's uhe one whe tiney
alled you sbout; it it is it makes The Cia story uniiikeivd

The Jesults Say thay heard ftrom one of their contacts in
rMexico that e is in Mexico and that he is sayving he hears one
of the liieukhenants taliking on a .walikis talkie %o “Colonsei
Zepega.” the i.t. is supppsed to have told Zepsda tham they
had ftound two women and aahaa what they shouid do about it.
The answer came back to kiil them too. It makes sense that
they wouid have bDeen surprlsen to Tind the women there. They
ﬂldn"" 'mr'maj..ly &LEEP Tn&.f‘e Enﬂ "Cn&y weren' t (A%~ § o) tne CDOKS G‘S"
tn& pi"lE-‘St"i mﬂo wWers- V.i.l.I.EU. ﬁhe quESClQﬂ ;l. have 15 b}ﬂ&thel" =
‘illeutenant would hove heen rad101ng ‘ba someone iike CGol. Z. 1%
strilkkes me that a Lt. would nava been talking on the radia %o
LSONeons lowsar 1n rank, but purnaps 1r Las some say) Z . assumed
veapunsxnxl:ty tor the action: np&rnaps because Fonce
wouldn't) and that on some jisvel anyuway, they understood the
signifigance of what they were ua;ng and pernaps the higher-
ups took a mor& hands—on rouie that they would 1w an operatian
of lesser signiticance. _ _

The source, as Tar as i Lnnw, on tha Cia wisking ofFf the Jkh
detendent is Alvars ragsfa, whom I°m going to call this wesi.
He told some Jo., who asked the Emb., who denied it.
Fresumably you'ire getting the same into. #hil says they toid
the Mosikley croucg. Both Magaffa and ieonel Gomez are piaylng a
Lrnaracterzuraﬂaily) funny role in this whole *ning. Gomez
tolid Phil he was guing back to DG to “dirscit® the Haaiciey
report.

wnen Walker was asiked at the Jesuit meeting absut whether the
Cii was at tihe meetlng ur the 1ntelizgence nauy OME on Nov.ib
he saild “lhey tell mwe they were not.¥ He has confirmed to
Journalists that they gsnarally do attend these msetings. DNI
 1s largely a UIA creation, said to be largely {Ia funded, and
14 shares office space withh them.

The question is what iz Z's relationship to the CIf. Are they
Likeiy To go out on a lismbs +to prutfci im? I‘ve always
considereg it uniikely the US would pusn any higher than
Benavides Decause those at the top now (Fonce, Larios, Z, and
Flontana? are not aneng the bad-boys that they'd just as saon
gqump. Larios is not 2 major plaver. (HMe was a compromise het.
FPonee and Bustiilo.> There are those in the miiitary (elena
Fuentes, utaman, SUZman éguilar) whits the Embasswy would be
happy to be rid of and requ&arv‘.y dumps an . ihough Z2. is
perrectly capable o7 ardering the murder of the Jesuits he's
not in the Dau—noy Ldtegory and the US has uens busniess with
fnim Tav yrs. 1 would not be surprised it he's close to “the
Cla.



Another person whie uniéht be key iz Wuzman Aguiiar. He was
gumped atr the Natisnai Folice nacause:’ ot too much Ttorturs. He
was at the DNL finteliigence? ¥For oniy a maktter of months
{during the offensive) and was sent offt as Mil Avtache to CF.
Wiry? He's +hs pne who supposediy came into the & am NI
mzeting and announced that Ellacuria had been kiiizd resisting
arrest, angd they ali cussred. :

5. Paco Palmieri callied me with The Tollieuing: ALY 1s leocking
at ways to do technical &raining ot auvernmewtal HiK Com. HK
pramutara (tney ars the ones who go out ©o garrisons and teach
Hir?. They want o bring in an &xpert tor 4-b wks. To review
The current Training prmgram (whish Includas antz—;;berat;nn
theology wa@nd CHurch of the poor stuff~-and peap1 ‘wonder  why
they kill 5esu1ts., editorial comment)? and T m351gn initial

impbﬁvementb as well as a long+-term redesign ot the progran.

He wmants to know 1T we can sugga¢t any groups that oo
sonething iike this. Do you and de you want to answer the
questiony o ‘

Fhnil Braonstein and [ have had $wo sessions sharing info on
Jesuits. He's the only journalist still working aa the story.
The word is that . farah is coming bacik, since the Pust'has
no one.

One tidbit he teld wme today is that C$ristiani discovered that
Fonce has met with the detense attorneys and/ was not pleased.
i‘m told the #raed Fovces are paying htne defense artorneys’
tees, something I'il try to onfirm.

T Cishi
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Sometime over the week we'll be getting 1000 pius pages from
the, case Tile. The process has been cumbersome and siow
(Burprise, SUrpriss? but it uppears we're going to get what we
- want,. The mechanics of it are even more cumbersome. The Curia
(Hi of provineciasl’ has to take their own ghotocopy machine
down To the courts atter hours and have oae of their pecple
stand there and do the copying. Maggi and I were both rejected
because we'd be tos conspicucus. Then +the Guris's - secretary
will make us » second set of copies. I don'‘t know how wWeE'wre
ever going to deal with that much materiazl.

-
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tlonday A
1 Forgmt a Tew things last nigh%:

i. A miece appearsd L0 La Frensa grgr;ca en Farch 2, 30 saylng
the defense attornies nad askeo the judge to declare himself
lncnmpetﬁnt and pasﬁ the case “to the courts in Santa Tecla.
Tojeira says that what they have done is ask the appirspriate
autnnr1ty Cknewn  as  the "cartograf1a"} T rule on tRe
guestion. In &ntxcipatian of this the judge, aﬂt;ng &5 a
privats peraon, Tiied the same petztlon A was given the
answer that the case did indeed uexnng in Santa ieclia. It will
take & whilz for +%he cartngrarza te answer. What I nased to
find out is 1T the Jjudge is obligated to pass the case o
under these circumstances. I suppose iike most things in this

country a “creative® sniutlan can be fTound 1¥ there i1s a wili
to do So. .

2, MPF and I ment laszt week to see the tiscales in narge of
the case. The tuo we met say They have the sntire HR dept of
the Fiscalia on whe case and that ths f5 has "ratexneu the
rignt To intervens pereanaliy." I bet he has, {(Eumebody has
asked the ad&embly te look into . his business practices tor
some sieezy deal he did as an attnrnﬂy. This week h# announcad
that it was actuaily Jennifer - Gasaola uwho sent these
Salvadorans to harass him, it was . all an  international
campunist plotil

inﬂy say they are PTFEaﬁL uurzng each interview by the judge'
o a witness. ihey tave pPropased no witnesses tnemse;vas, and
may only asic quﬁarlons thru the Judga.

They think judge intends to take the statements =F alli @7 Men
cf tThe ﬂtldcatl, but there are i1000s of other cases in this
tribunal, so it wili take & Long tinme.

lnayreJECtea all SUQQ&SELOB that it wesn't moving Tast enousi:
fur system moves slowly; sach nes witness interwviewesd is a
step fForward.

I asked whetner tney tnaugnt an acusador particular was & guan
idea and me said “it uePenus on the person and his abilities.®
wnen i prussed i ny saylng if he werz & relative a¥ one of
the dead JeSth would ha do it, he said no. When 1 asiked for
tiis reasaning he wouid only say that he didn’e sarn much and
.such a spaoc., prasecutar would suvely want $Z55,000, lLife
insurancs, and help getting Tamily out of ths sountry .

ther news:

*®%1he Juﬂge has passed the San Francisce case to Plenarcy but
wiil try cniy Ha]nr Beltran and Sub bEPQEdﬁt Kkatael Wnsales
Uilialaobos. He dlsmlssen charges against all nther defendents. -

ﬁiracuiauaiy, Thwe  Fiscalis has appesled his dismissal of
chavges agalnbt Sub. Lt. Antonio Uasquex Alvarenga and Sub.
Sergeant Jorge fAlberts Tobar Guzman.



Hind the detense attornies have appealsd his decision to try
Eeitran and Rosaies Viiiaiobgg.

ihe +iscales aay all are stili ip detention a2waiting the

anbalu court's decision (Camara de ioc penall. Tha camara can
uBtUally uisagree with both the Fiscalin and thne judge ang
dismiss all charges ag. all of tan, or order that ail bs
t?‘laﬂ. lney Sdld the case '?11.'&.‘ 15 vo.!.um“naus &ﬂd Si'ﬂC’:E 'l:he
mag1strata3aan t know the case, their rulan will take some
t::uma. wnen P!‘E&bEd 'Lhay :alu 1'!7 UCILU.CI L'lr& a "mdttﬁ“ of ma.ntns..

*%jLcdge Servrano investigatian is stiil with +he Ziv. ALl
witnesses in the case seem to have GEUELDPGQ “amnesia.¥ Yijeive
given up any nope ot euvsr goiny to tr1a1 i

Dasta.
mid



Narration On the Events Surrounding the Death of ths Fathers

Fased on ths investigabtion conducied, we believe we can
reSORYStruct The scenaris ﬁurruunding the assassination of  our
UCh brathers. tsperzally The extrajudxcla‘ declarations of
those who partxvmpated in the crime NELP us to resconstyuct the
svents. Both the guotations and the uzalngue in this narvation
are taken textually from these declarations.

i. The Praiude to the Crime:

Un the arternoon of Manday L3 Hovember, a militzary cordon
was estabiishned avround the High Command headguarters, the
Milirary Hcauemy, and the Arce Ne10nnarNQnd, which are
directly in front of the main gate of the UCA. This military
zone was under the command T Cul. Guillermo Alfrads Benavides
Moreno, Divector of the Military Academy. fdise in the zone
were troops attached ta varisus batailions, awsong them soms
men bhelonging Lo the d4dtlacatl betallion, &s well as some
UElOnglﬂg o milstary detachmegnts in Sonsonats and Ahoachapan.
lnlﬂ B & nunday Thﬂ GY‘UE\" WIS QlVEﬂ‘( ":D CD'ﬂﬂUCt =1 seav‘crn Uf‘
our brothers® residence at the LlH, and the order to zarey it
cut was giuan to Lt. Jose Kicardo Espinocza GSusrra and his
second—i wh~cammand, HJun.it. Gonzalo Guevara Uerritos, both on
active duty in ths Atlacatl Bataliion.

Apparentiy~—if we Tabcs into considaraticn the
extrajudicial declarations ot those ascussd ot the
assassination-—the pnss;n;xzty of murdering our rotihers was
not mentionad at +tThis +Eime. There are nunetheless sone

guspicious elements. I(n an account of the ssarch written by
Macho Martin Baro he mentions that the officer insisted on
sgarching the Csnter of Theologiecal Retlection as well as our
brothers’ residence, which is in the same building. Further,
Father Eliacuria invited the officer to return the Folicwing
morning in order to search the UCA i1n daviight, so that they
would Be convinced that there was nothing there. The soldisrs
did hot return the next day.

Was The acsassination already planned?

- -

2. Disorganized Flanning

According to the account in the extrajudiciai confessions
of the eight suspects arvaigned hefors the judge, events
~unfolded in the following manner: fit ii:00 pm on Navember IS5,
Lt. Eapincza was ordersd ta report to Gol. Henavides in the
Firlitary Rcademy. In the Academy ke meets Lit. Yussi Mendoza
Umsliscilios, who repeats that the Golonel wants to see him and
Sub.it. Guevara Usrritos. They Find the Colcnel in  the
aofficers’® guarters ang walk with him to his stfics. There the
Colonel says:



“This is @ situation where itfs them wor us; MHe'‘re going to
bagan with the ringieadars. Within our sector wae have the
university and Eliacuria is there.?

He immedistely turned te Espinoza and continued:

“You conducted the search and your people iknoew the place. iise
the same tactics as on ithe day of the seareh and eimininate
nim. #nd 1 want no wi%nes:ed. Lt. Mendoza will go witihh you as
the_pan.ip charge ot the operation so that there will he ne
problems . .
tspinoza adds that he told the
serigus probiem.®

el that ‘“this was a

Q
f—t
o

“Don‘t worry,® the Colionel responded. “You have my suppork.?

"The two other Licutenants ditfer from this version on ' a
few point;.' Sub iLt. Susvara agraew with tspxnnza, but
aﬂﬂltionally puts the Tuliow;ng words in thie Colonel’s mouth:
“These are the inteliectual authors who have directed the
guerritias for a long rlme., in contrast, Yussi Hendoza
asserts that when they caliled him into the Golonel’s office
Espinoza was alveady there and the Colonel only said to him:

“iLook' Fiendaza, you are qomng “to eccnmpany Espinoza to carry
out 8 mission. He already knows what 1t is.k

Later, bhetore they  ieft the Military Academy, Eapinoza
will ask Yussi HMendozz for a bar of camoutfiage grease in order
to paint his fTace. Himply & military reflex? Fear of being
racognized? The fasct is that Li. Espinoza graduated from the
txternadn San Joss {Jesuit High School? at a time when Father
begundo Mantes was the prlnc;pal. Segundn did not recognize
t1im durzng the search, but it is not difficuit to imagine that
the Liesutenant would have recognized Father idontes. Foar his
part, Espinoza asserts that HMendoza offered him the bar of
camoutiage ftor hig Tave.

-lnrausnnuf the extra;ualclal deciarations the
contradictions continue hetween the wversions of t5p1naza and
tlendoza, especially concerning who was in charge of the
operation. Sub LT. Guevara (erritos supports practically
everything that Espinoza says. bHe will even say at one point
during the interrogatien that he Suggested to Espinoza that he
ask Tor the erder in writing. when Espinoza expressed his
disagresment with +he order. But Espinozs responded that he
was afraid that they would consider him a traitor 2¥ he did
80 . . .



Keady %o leave, it. Mendoza offerad an AK-47 to any man
uho'cauid use i1t. Oscar marmdnu Hmaya brlmaLUL, enlisted man
in the Atlacatl UataLLLan, whe would be charged wihh u51ng it,
does not remember which of the twn lieutenants {(Espinara ar
riendoza’ gave 1T to nxm, given that the two wers togerher. But
he did receive the 1nrnrmatlcn from his commandsr CEspinozal
that thﬂy wWers gnlng te kiil "’Omc delinquent terrorists who
were inside the University uca.¥

Ail agree that a short while after the Calonel nave the
order Thay LeTt e ﬂlllt&ry Hraaemy in tws Ford FPigie-
ups Zbu, accmmpanlﬁﬁ by a grﬂup ot ap#rox1mate&y is soidiers.
lhey goc as far as the ampty apartment bDuildings located an
the west side aof The UChH mtiich have been left nu lr—nu11t, and
congregated there. T

thmce  again  differences in  the testimonies esnerge.
Ultimately one can deducs that tha three lisutenants gave the
instructions ftor the operation they were going to carey out,
that thne three knew where thay were going, and that the thres
collaborated in the exscution of the plan, whichk inciuded an
agperation providing cover &nd security Tor those uwhs were
gulng to ¥Kiil our brothers. They chose the individuals wha
would participate in the actual execution of the corime and
the whole group, in a coclumn, moved out toward the UGA. Our
1nitial calcuiation of 30-90 persons fell short. At least &7
solgiers partlclpat&d in the aperatlon, theugh not ail of them
play&a @ direct roie in the asssssinabion. Befors Leaving the
oid DUlelng, the soldier #Amaya Grimaldi remesbers that Lt.
Miendoza said o haim:

“Yau are the key man.™

ARmava Srimaldi, iknown among his friends as Filijay,
understood “that he was the one in charge of killiing the
peopie wno weve inside this place.” En routs, walking beside
Lt. Espinoza and i.t. #Mendoza, Filijay hears Espinoza say to

him——in reference ta the AK~G7:
“Hide that shit.® -
bcruples' Fear? It is ditficuit to determine.

3. Inside the UCA

They =nter by the p&desﬁrians‘ entrance to the UCA, and,
ineumprahanaibly, tn&y wait Tor awhile near the paricing iogt.
It 1s at this moment thak a piana passes very low over the
UCh, which auauana Father Fermin Sainz and several neighbors
Any connrection with the crime? What is certain is that the
worst air bombardment of the ecivilan population (during the

.:“



offanaivw} wocurad thiy same pigiht in Buyapango.

In front of the parklnq iot the solidiers teign the Tirst
attacn, damaging the pariked cars and launciing a grenade. ne
ot the hlgnt watcnmen who was sieeping that nlgnt in &ne of
the buildings paraiiel to the pariking Lot %testifies that he
h???d two aan@gnrﬂs. “Don‘t gpo wver there, there are oniy
orrices over’ there’ and Fnow is the time to go kill the
Jesuics .. ! ' '

The nperation invoived thres concentric circles. One
aroup of soldiers stayed in areas that ars rvemobte Trom the
Inaoiagxcai Ketlizactioun Center ronsignor Komero (CRT>. Others
encircied tne butlding, some climbed up on the roofs of
neignboring houses. Finally, a smalier Yseiect® group actively
participated in the assassinabion. Unly this limited group
- would be brought o triai.

Encircling the house, the soldiers begin to bang on
doovs. Himuitanesously they entered the lower Tioor of the
building <(Theniogical kefieciion GCenter), destroving and
Burning what they found. Those who encirclie our brothers’
house yell at them to open %he doars. Uscar fAmava (Fiiijay)
rémambers having said at the back gate to the residence:

“I wonder when they are gaing' to come out of ‘there.

You guys ars taklng S0 iung that 1'wm going to 1 have to walt
Tor them For a long times.®

And he sees that one person, stopping in Tront of tna
hammock that was hanging on the balcony, ansuwers him:

Yalit. MNow I'm coming to mpen the door, but don‘t keep making
such a comaontion. -

Filijay only remembsrs  “that . this wan wore a braoun
nightshirt.” Ellacuria, in Tact, wore at the momrent of his
assassination & bathrobe of this colior. éntonie Ramiro Avalds
Jargas, Sub Bergsant on active duty in thne ftiacatl Eatailion,
testified that a2 scldier benged on this door with a pisce of
wood.. That atter “ten minutes of banging on these doors and
windows, a man with light coloved hair wearing pijamas opened
the gate which they were banging with ‘the gtick....¥ This man
“said te them that they shouid not continue banging on the
doars and windows becauss they knew what was going to happen
to them.” This comrads, perhaps Segundo Montes, the oniy one
among the nurdsred who was in his pijamas without a robe, is
taken to the lawn in front of the residence (behind the Tacade
of the CRTJ. Already tners were Amando, Ellacuria, Hartin Bare
and Juan Ramon. Vranamlv,‘drouna the time at which begunda
Montes arvived, Martin. Bard went with a soldier tu apen fne

Y




whure ths witness Ludia Harrera Saw Tive saldigyrs. Thera tao,
is prabably whera ﬁartln Earo uou;u a&y to & soldier: “This is
an injustice. You areg scum.’ Lucia heara this phrase
parrecqu, wnile anather nezsnnor, a thtxe rurtner dway , only
managed to hear the words “injustice® and “wsoum .,

SpaculatinJ, it couid be that Nacho saig these wurds whan
he sew that a socldier had pa;nted nis rifie at {iba and &er
daugnfer Celina. in Tact, to get to this gate yvou have to _pass
ny the room whers the tws women were assaszsinated. Tomas
Zarpote Castiilo, Sub aergeant on active duty in the Atliacari
bataLL;ou, was sudrdlng the door of this room on the arders of
the lieutenant +From the nxLLtary ncauumy. as ail those whao
gave their declarations calil Yussi Mendoza. .

“Obduiyls, the nusband oF'Eiba. wili rewssmber that he heard
the sentence “yet down ve the grounu" twice Trom Mis house,
witich 1s wvery closs to the spot where the avents occur&d.
atrter hearing %he shats, . he so panicked that he couldnit
rewenber anytn;ng or Tacus on any details. Noretheless, hs
naver imagined that wamong ths dead  woulgd ua n;s wife and
raughter.

fintonio fivalos and {scar ﬁmaya way they ordered tthe
priesti to lile down at a mogent when they feared ilosing
cantrol of our five cowmrades because thsy were alone. The
search of the house continused.

Feanwnile, Joaguin idpez y iLopez, Lsla, had managed o
hide in a voom. How iang were oQur comrades iving oan  the
ground? 1t is ditfticult to caxcuxate. but SUP&Lf anly a short
while, Ths wn:sperﬁ sontinued and some nexghsara heard them
Nltncut underata’ndlng Whaﬁ WRY . balﬂ- ﬂt one Palﬂt, JUS"" UETDI"E
the gunrlre D&Qan that wkilled UNPm, ons n819hnar 1y sure sn
hzard a kind of rhythmic whispering, like & psaimody
of a Sroup i1n pragsr.

4. Time To Kiii

Antonio fvaios says that Li. Espinoza, with L&. kHendoza
at his side, called him and asbesd:

At what Time are vou gaing te procesd?s
The Sub. BSargeant declares &that he understood this
sentence “as an order to #liminate the men wihe wers iving face

down.” He approacned the soidier Anava and said s him:

“tet's proceeg.®



And they pegan anautlng. fivalos wvented nis fury against
Juan namcn and Amando. Pilijay shet Ellacuria, Martin Bard and
Montes, Espingza and Henduza remained  Ton meters away,
dccordlng .o the tﬁhtlmnny of ona af the EXECULLIONErS . HlilJay
would remember that “among these three men whom e sihot first
hafturuar& e would glue a coup de drace Lo wach oney was the

one who wore the araramentlunec Brown nightshirt.” fimong these
shots——and if we take tnto sccount Filijayis declarations——
Macho Mertin Bard valy vreceived the coup de grace. The

entrance and tra;actury ot the QULLets leads ong to thinik that
soms af cur brothers attempted to get up at the moment the
exgoution started. Ucnurs, Liice Nacnn. appesr noet ko have
moved at all, even keeplng his freet crossed until the end,
likke Someone who lies down oG the floor and +Finds a
comfortable position.

L Whale this was guing on Tomas Larpatr “was providing
security® &accoru1ng to his own declarations? Fur Elba and
Yelina. iIn hearing the wvaips ordeving: ‘Haw.“ and the
fallcwing sha%&, ne Yalso shot the two women® ntxl e was
sSure they were deasd, because “thay no langer grosusd.d

) At this woment, when the shoating was over, Loln appeared
it the door of the residence. The sogidiers calied him and
Filijay says that he responded: '

“Don't  wkill me because - I dan‘t belsng to any
organization.®

find he then 1mm801ately went back inside the houss. Aange l
reraz Vazqua&, active dutj carporaL in tnu fitiacati, giwes us
& version which agreas in part with this one. Father Joaquin
Lopez leaves his hldlng piace an rearmng the shots, sees the
corpses, and meaﬂzatezy goes back i1aky  the house. The
mnlclar& outside call to him:

“Laompa, coms nere.®

fihd Tha narration continues: “ohe seficr  paid no
attentlon, ana Just when fe havd entered a room & so;mlur shot
him." o was tn1= soldisr? The investigation has not

established iuis laum::.ty. what Ferer Vazquer continues to
relate i1s that as igis fell aown inside the room he wenk in
to 1nspec the placa. Angd that Ywhen he passed swer the Sefor
wno thay nad ushot he relt {Father Lon&z} grab his festc and- e
moved back ancd shat trim rour times.

At the end of tne crime tney shoot off a Benqal Lxsntu it
Hos ‘Cne.' :’»J‘.Qnai ‘CO W" Lnurau. anl 31‘"03 Tome 0?' ..hem t:lln‘.‘i nO'!:
moveE , tnﬁy shot offt another Benga.l. light. #hile leaving,
Hvaius Vary db""!‘llG!C"namL.ﬂ "IO':N:I" ang "bai:an" t::y his
cumraaesmupaasea in rrant at the guest rcom where Eiba and
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yailqglyere @grdered and heard some P&Dple panting. He thought
1mm§q1ate;y 7 mlght be wounded people who would have to be
shot again, angd ‘“he th, a matcn, seeling that inside the
room. . .Wery tWo women LVlhg ot the fTioor amnruc1ng wach ather
and mcan1ng, S0 he ordered thne soidisr Sierra fiscencio to
snooc there again.® Jorge ﬂabertn Sierra Hacano:o, on  active

duty 1in  the Htlauati, “shot off & round of about ten
uartrluges toward the bodies of these womsn unti i they stoppad
moanlng, Avalos thL rememnber . Later, Sierra H=cenu10. when

he vealized the 1ruest1gdt1nn 1s Tocusing on fiis yroup,
aeserts and will Be trisd in absentia.

Notnxng remainad  To be done. fimava Srimaldi nears
Espinoza huerra give the order to Corperal Gotta Hernandez.

“Get them inside even 1T you have ta drag thems.®

uorparal Cotta ulll carry the bany of Juan Ramon to Jon
Scbrino’s room and leave him there. iyving naxt to him is Giwe
book “The Crugitied God® by the Europgsn theslogian rMoitman.
Going outside the hause, Cotta notices that suvervone has lefi
and he too departs, leaving the others on the OQrass.

Une nour had paﬁswd since tney hagd ontered the campus and
atageu & sicirmish in front of the parking lat
by the UCa chapel. Cerritos sends up the sucond Bengel light.
From his voom, Fabther Pedross sees how both descend slowiy,
the 1light paaaxng tnraugh tha curtains of his room ad

Mediterranec 50. tucho Tore sees ©Them +Hoo Fesom ANtigue
Cuscatlan. Hilija;, meanwhile, drank a beer at the site of The
erime. An 1mportea beer. the mMexican Yecate. The empty can
will itie up against a wall of a nu;ghbur;ng nouse without any
of the 1nveszlgatars re:rlev1ng it. Finaliy, a Jesuit turns it

over to tha bPECJ. al aneatxgatlve Unit LuLy, Comisidn de
inves 'ClQacll‘Jﬂ de Haechos bDelicktivos).

fis & farewell, they feign an attack on the {fuater of
Thealagical Reflsction. It was part of the pian. Col.
Benavides' ook af Uperatxaﬁs contains the Tn*ioulns ntry.
“at LZ:30 am on Howv. iB, de&anuent terrogrists launch grenades
from the Yan relipe sand ravine, on the southosst edge of the
Un;verclty, damaging the Theoloay Bu11ﬂ1nu af this center of
stuaiea, ne casualitiss reparted.® The Colonsl was oniy
mistaken in the loecation from where the atback was Launched
and the hour. Ia fact, he moved forward the attack axactiv twe
noura, culnc1a1ns with +the averflight of the plane that ha
azreaay been mentioned. Simple coincidence?

Un the doors and walls of the Lnuer tigor of the GRT, the
woldiers wrote the initials  SFRLN.E hkltlﬂg througb the
pedestrians’ gate to the UGA, one of the criminals m-n:es:
“The FALN exacuted the enemy spies. Victory or Usarh, FMLK.S

T



*The FHMLM executed the encwmy spies., Uictory or ubatn, Frim.®
tiandwriting analysls indicates Lnat the handwriting of Sub.it.
Guevara Uervitos and that of Sub Sergeant Avalos Vargas
Y"exhibits simllar characteristics.” Either one af the two
could be the author. '

The Theological Reflection Genter has miready been burned

nside. Presumably Suevara Cerritos, who 8t no moment is
presgnt at the® scene of the assassinstion, will cdivest the
burpming. Later he sets up an H-BO machine gun, brought from
the Military Academy along with the AK~4T, in front of GIl&l
and points it toward the CRT. Filijay, who has Tinished his
beer,. arrives in time to shoot off his i.aw anti-tanic rncket,
Wnlcn EXPLQQES c’ngalnst Tne Lr::m Ql"ata on the Da.l.cnny DT cuy
prothers’ residence. He adds his own shots teo thase of the
=50 . Uther solidiers also shoot and one thraows two M-7Y4
grenades against the buiiding..ueltner Cotta Hernanaezwnwnn
part1c1pateq in the assassination by movxng Juan Ramdn’s nnay
-~nor the Sergeant nick-named “Savage’ and his pestrol, who
cauardiy SNOTt up the Duliuzng, nor those soldiers who enter
the menlagzcal Ketigctiun Center and burn and destroyv its
equzpment, wili ne nrougnt to trial. fore than achieving
Justice, what we have is the presentation of a minimal case in
order to fend off vociferous international eriticism. For this
1t appears to be su%ficient to prasent the actual assassins
and those who gave the direst order. In the t35timuny of Lt.
Yussi rendoza remains one iast memorv of the cr1me acerne. ¥An
unldentlfleu saldier took a qunt brown bag.® The 5,000 in
priza money from the Alfonsu Cerios Comin fAward which had been
given to Ellascuria a few days eariier never appearad.

5. Back at the riziitary Acadenmy

Little remains. Espinoza Guerra %ells in his declaration
that he left the site with his eves Tull of tears. He would
_©ry agsin whnen he gave his doclaration.

ﬁnd'back at the ﬁilitary ﬂcademy. The operation had been
& BUCCESS . Fartlczpatlng in the operation had m&en patrals led
by "Satan, Wic xeu, iightening, and Corraled,? nick~namas pf
war given to the Sergeants and Sub Sergeants. The soldiers
Mahun, Havage, ‘Samson, Hercules and Lizard were in the area
‘and at least Savage participated in the operation. The anick-
name of Espinoza was “Bull.® The brutality of these nemes uas
‘matched by the events. '

Espinoza Guerra reletes in his declaration that as soon
as he arriwved at the tHilitary Academy he went to the office of
Cal. Benavides “with the intsgntion gf conftronting him, bscause
e was angered by what had happened.® He didn‘t find him. When
at last he eppsared, the Colonel took the initiative:
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My Coignel, I did not like what waes done.® .
“Calm aoun, don'‘t warry. You have my support. Trust me . ™
“I hope so, oy Colonel . s

There were Zi8 officers and eniisted men arsund the UCH
and surrounalng nexgrnarnnua that nlgnt, w;tWJUt avan counting
those who parc1c19atea in the assassination. fAnd noet wne of
them wanuereq, warr:ed, rnformed his buperlo 5, Or iLried to
lnvEthgate what was happenzng at the UGAa. The ssildiers of the
Atlacatl who partlclpated in thea &Ssaﬁﬁlﬂatlﬂﬂ were gent at
BIOU am an HNov. lb ta rxgnr in Friegjicanos and Aacam11,
're;oxnlng their own satallion. There rnty told scidiers of the
First tirlgdtl& what tnay had done. Bgtwesn Z2:00 and 5: Ul pm
this same day, nanngnor Kivers and rousignor Rusa hesed a
'uuice ovEr a negapnane on a military sound tTruck saving,
“Wetre ga;ng to continue Kllllﬁg communists. EZllacuria ang

rMartin Bare have fTailen. Gurrender.  We belong to the First

Brigade.” Despite the public menunclatian by Fouasignor Rosa,
the event was not 1nvwatxgatad- -

. The Deficiencies in the Narration

tven thaugn we tThink that the narration tells & lot anau:
how the assaqaiﬂat;an actua&iy occurraa, we se& vhat, in some
respeots, 1t can also distort realxry. Thers is, of uuurse, &
basis for the distorticn which is in SomuE sense ipgicai. The
soldiers carried out tuwg vperations (the ssarch a&and the
assassination), with different wvariatis I . They were in a
tense situstion that did notb permit thnem to ciearl; rememoer
days, btimes, and evan their own movements. In fagt, the
investigation began to Tocus on the men of the Gtiacati unen,
wnile being intam-asated about LThe searrn, soma of them began
to say that tnere W35 NG elenTr1c1ty that night and therefore
tney couldn’t resember some thxngs weli. Thery was in fact
eLectrLclty the nxgnr ot the search and Oﬂlj on tne night of
the crime were the ilights out ali night. Tnis Tirst confusion
gave the inttial oclue. But ewven taklnﬂ inta account this
state of confusiosn and tensxnn, we see in the declarations &
series of contradictions which shouid be clearly iaid cuat.

a> The whnle operation is presented as whe result of a n3ur1y
instantaneous and  spantansous decision tmican Dy Cal.

Benavides. HCCDrﬂlng te the narration, thare is na
raldt;on&hxp——ne/unu the meraiw accidentsl-—betwesen the searanh
an flonday and the osrder given wednesqag night., There is

pract1Cdlly no tali nr p*eparatian, which in reality did take
place and which 1mp11aa a lLanger aeulslan—muklng period than
that described in ths decLaP&tlons. For exanpie, the idea +o
take along an AK—47 and an MH-BQ ‘macihine gun BE&QLQIHQ ty the
Military fAcademy, the idea to impiicate the FHLN and to ieave
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behind supposed traces uf the FHLN @ at the sSceae of the crims,
to Take cmmbat. to record false combat repovts, ieads us ko
believe that the plan was Lareruily elabovrated.. muuuraxﬁg tn
the declarations of bsplnoza Buerra and bueuara berrltus, they
would not have had time to Plan out the aechanics of the whole
aperativa. Wno did 1tY Only Cel. Benavides? Did Yusss riendoza
piay a role in +this? niy he? In fact, +the narratian
surprisingly tends o tidestep every detail which couwld answer
these questions.

B> Within the 1nvesu1uat1va Process a serigs of deficienciwss
can be obseruvsad. e

#There Ly no ¢nuest1qaulun of  thuse who destroysd the
1nter10r and damaged the exterior of the URT, not to spealr of
an attenpt o prosecute them. Nor are the acooipllices nelng
prosecuted, those who partlcxpatad in a nigh profitie mnurder
operatiaﬂ, 1t which @any ﬁgxu1ers ware on—iodicers  and
duqu1E$L&d as others destroved what tnay Tound in Their pati.

#*in the extrajudicial testimonies mantion is wmade af a
seoidier who initiaiiy shot Father Lolo. Tha investigation
failed ta examinhe the quesuxan of who did thlw, nor Werg any
attespts made to de so. The unLy thzng, of ;ntsrest 18 an
investigation ot those who puliud the rr*ggers any cvhose who
gave +the order to sihieot at the scene of ths Crime. flerely

.....

wounding someons appsars of little iaportance .

#The scldier Cokta Hernanﬂez fdo2s not appear on he iist
of the nAtlacatl =oldiers who conducted tihe search on Monday.
Nor does his name Ttgure among those who ware d&&lgnau to the
area around the UlA. ihere does he come from? Were thers more
soidiers in the zone than the ¥i8 that the- High Command
acxnouleugas were in the area? Gotta Hernandez moved the body
of Juan Ramdn inside the house. UCDoesn'®  Fhis mean e
coliaborated in ths crime? why hasn’t he been charge&?

*The soldievs of the Atiscatl who carried aut thae
operation were not assigned to the zane whers cne aperation
was carried oub. Where were tney aaalgned’ Wno conspired in
the jie %o piace the Atlacatl seldiers in a Talse. iocation? is
it not & vigiation of the Military Code to Tabricake reports
ot miiitary actiaon?

The way in which Father Lolo’s boqy was Tound in the
rosoa--ogking it impossiblie to fully open the door——calis Nt
estion the CTEGLDlllty uf the version put Torward by Ferexz
Vazquer .
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‘ ihe declarations of @ualos Vargas and of Vl*ljdu
contradict one another Trom the moment they describe bthedr
arrival at the piace where our brothers were a=53551natau.
Avalos argas asserts that he cauk*m:egundu fiontes masi
likely~~toward the tront af the residence and that thd other
Tour priests wers alruany coming out  Tthat door. Pilijay, (=19
contrduu, asserts that all five priests cams ocut af the R it
daor and that Avaios was there.

At The doar of the residence ilgadang to +the spot where
they would he asuassinated was Hub Sergeant OUscar HArmando
Salorzens Esquivel, alias, - Hercules, on active duty in the
Atlacati Batailian.'Mhy has ne not been prosecubed?
by The 1nv€*=tlgat1.an has tended To center the intsllectual

‘authorship on Usl. Benavides. NﬁndtHELaua,’ he nus kept his

silence and denies any part:cmpatlon in the oraime, bobn
awtraguu;claily angd beforsa the Judga, ity would nie complete;y
refuse ©o speak in The Tacve of such an accusation and
evidence? #hy tha silence? Could it be wmore serlious Lo spealk
than ts rem&in silant? -

Furtner, Benavides' track record within the firmed Furces

'is relatively cliean, He is not @ man kiown Tor uelng crazy,

rupressive, risic— taking, or any acher quallry that would give
cradence  to the hypothesis based on a bioody, wunilateral
actlion taken uarhous consuiting anyone . Lagxnuily, winile

recmgnizing that -war itself defies logies, it is unthinkable
That a thcugnffui p&rsan would wventure to carry oub such a
brutal deed without aayone puttlng Nl wp ©o 1t. The

investigation has totally faiied ko address thiﬁ issue .

anally, uesplte the fTact that Yussi Flendoza was sresent;

'durlng tha DPPWdtlon, Col. Benavides chose twn mlxlra“j.man ;a

carry  out the ausassination wha Rad ouw iy pesn under bhas
conmand Tor two days. Two unknowns €0 sarry Gut an iiiegal act
with the most rar*reach1ﬁg conaequenuaa LT many VEEars, thraugn
standard m111tﬂry structures {not i3y wmeans ot death squads ,
special UNItu, eta.i. HSlieple carelisssness on the part of the
Coilonel? iOr did he +eel he had suftficisnt bssking that he
could IQHBPB ﬁlementdry detaiis?

The totality of +the deficiencies - shows  that the
invpstigatian iy inadequate. It has, of courss, clearly
established material autﬁorsnlp of the crime, supported by an
abundance of evidence. But a series of unexp laingd aspects
refaln whiich gerit a second da?per pﬁase o the anpstlgutlon
wnich is tailored to resglving the mejority of doubts Hhat
pErsist. '
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