A

c. ‘211 right, you’re ready?

n

PR

. B: .Yeah

-_'C: o}céy, now I want to go over same things with you for

‘;:‘_Eclarifications, okay. Your real name is

R oL - !

B: Eric Warren Buckland. .

c: Speak a little louder. *

B: Eric War:eﬁ Pucklang.

~ C: Okay. today i Priday, Japusry 12, 1890, and /s

- approxirately 1 p.m. in the afternoon. Inls jrvestigation

- concerns the death of Jesuit priests in El Salvador, Navember 16,
1989.

. B: Right.

- € Okay. And you are making these statements voluntarily at
"~ this time?

. B: Yes,

- € You and I have had discussions for the last two days/

C:  And you voluntarily have been very cooperative here in
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pzesen senting this factual information?
g
i 1)

P

B: To the best of ny ability.

o
k2
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To the best of your ability. Do you feel any strain right

n I mean, do you feel good? Do you feel healthy right now?
:Are you in good health" :

'ﬁ: lotherthanontheg;%ofanervwsbrealﬁown. T

C ‘I know it’s been stressful. Other than the signs of stress,
do you feel of sound mind?
B: Good to go. .

-

C Okay. We’ve discussed these things for many, many hours and
ali I want to do during this discussion is to recap or review
evexytlungthatwehavedlscussedwhlchyouhave sATd is the
truth to the best of your recollection at_this time.

; Right.

c:‘_f Now, prior to these murders of the Jesuits, prior to the
kiilmgs, let’s call them, of the Jesuits, at what particular
tima aiq you becane privvy to any infopmgtion before this
mppened? About: how long before the killings did you become
anwy to any mfomatlm or meetings?




i01'3 .Yeah n.twmldbanommthan3weeksprior. The reascn I

remenberlﬂceltoldymbefore,wehadaPI‘testccmingsaI

}awwhenwawexttothemlltarysdmol. Iwe.nttothemilltary

school cne day with 001. Aviles,

F

4

You went to the military school with Col. Aviles?

: .he said, came on, you know, come on, let’s go for a ride.

-’

C: How did you get to the school?

B He had a Jeep Wagoneer or something. We drove. It’s about

3/400'1:&1:&:5 fram the Estado Mayor. .
. Tell me briefly about that meeting and what transpired.

Okay, we drove over, you go in the main gate, tock a rlght
i

Werrtupjustabmt50meters 75metersaroundﬂ1ecomertoa

hJJ.ldmg I took it to be the commander’s office, I had never-

,,,,,

been over there before. I’d been to the left, never to the

rlght We got out of the car. He asked me to come . I figured
o]cay, I'd tag along You know, he asked me to come. He was

spec:..t‘lc about asklngrre to stay out. He only did that on a few

:

occas:.ons I never busted in on meetings he had with colonels

- 4 -
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‘and stuff like that, but it struck me odd that he brought me over
there If there was a problem that he had to work out, solve, or
samething that Col. Ponce had sent him over to do, that’s why he
"_tn;.:ld me the came over and he had to see Col. Benavides, the
camander of the school. That’s the first time I’d heard of this
quy.

C: Was it cammeon practice for him to go to that school?

L

B: It was the first time we’d ever gone to the school. -He had
coane over when we had a course in June and July to see the
students, but he was in and ocut. He’d hang arcund there and
_léave.

C: Well, then it was unusual for him to be at the school?

B: I had never gone over there with him.

C: Okay,

B: It was weird because he had been a student there, but he just
didn’t go over and he’d been an instructor there.

C: What observation did you wake of him before he went up to
this meeting?

B: Ckay. I can tell when he e 111 at ease, apd he was 111 at

tase,

C:  He was pretty stressed?



32 No, something was bothering him. whichever way. But he was
wt comfortable. He went up the stairs and at that time, at a
dnimm Col. Benavides was there. He rendered a hand salute to

‘he Col.
n  Was anyone else you recognized there?

3 At that specific instance, no, there were cother pecple arcund.

Fa

»  Okay,
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B: Now, I went up to the track and wasn‘t paying much attention,
I just went away. I turned around again to lock or later when
the meeting was over there wera 4 oy 5 people thers on the skepsy,

C: okay.

B: I can’t specifically tell you that when we got there they
were all there. There were other people up there. To the best
_bf my knowledge, and this is just a sort of thing in my head,
.col. Ieon, who’s the Atlacatl commander, who I thought I: had
never seen before until several weeks later, when I went to the

Atlacatl Battalion, but it’s just gnawing at me, was there.

IC: Okay. |

B: Col Benavides, Col. Aviles and one or two other officers and
there were scome troops standing around. Now, I don’t remember
the rest of them coming out. "'Ihey left the steps or went into
the building for a few minutes. He originally told me it was
about 2 minutes. I remember standing around 1or1gef, for one
particular reason. Because the cadets were running around the
track and they were doing more than a lap. So we’re talking 3 or |
4 minute milers there and I walked around the pool and then
looked at the pool and thought it was a good campus and
everymmg and he finally came back ocut. Ard it kind of broke
‘into 4 or 5 gquys. He came out and I said what’s up I normally

said, you know, what’s going on, sir.

C: When he came out, he went pack to the vehicle?



B: He came back to the vehicle

_;:: -mﬁwhexeweréycu?

Bt well, I was moving downt, and he said come on.
:{9‘ He waved to you to come back?

. B: I had moved closer to the vehicle. I was sitting down.
That’s why I know it was more than a couple minutes befause I was

‘leaning against a wall or si&im on a wall.

é: To the best of your recollection, what was the conversation
“that ensued after that?

‘B: Okay, I asked him what was up. I said, who’s Col.
_Benavides? And he sald samething to the affect that, as we got
.into the conversation, that Col. Benavides was a, not a hard
.c:ha.rgar, In the sense that he wasn’t in the gang, that he wasn’t
“in the tardona, he was sort of eut of it, or whateves,

*C: What exactly is a tandona? Can you explain that.

B: In El Salvador, they call each class al: the Eaéueln Militar a
"tanda, " that’s our equivalent to a "year group.” Now, their
:échool, up until 10 yrs. ago before the revolution that they’ve
'got going, graduated maybe 20 guys, although they would start
‘with 150/200 cadets and they would graduate 20\25 guys. And that
class was tight, real, real tight because the school used to be

~ very, very difficult, physically, mentally, you know brass

- -



knockers. So they call then tardas, like we call c:urs year
groups. The tandona, which is really now essentially headed by
Col.. Ponce, who’s the Chief of Staff, was one of the biggest
olden days tanda. And I was told by Col. Aviles they were so hig
because the students, now Col. Ponce and his peers, their fathers
were coranels or ministers in the govermment and as a result, if,
let’s say you and I were students, you dad’s a corvnel and mine’s
a ministarl, and an instructor gives you a hard time, well, he was
out on tha Honduran border the next day.



C: A pretty powerful group.

-_'B& Yeah. from their fathers. So that group that’s called the
‘tandona, and it’s called the "sinfonia", the symphony, I think ,
itfs 48 or 50 guys or samething, it’s big. Benavides you know,
everybody talks about the tandora being this big juggernaut. I
had since learned later that there is factionalism. Okay.

C: Within?

.B: - Yeah, and even though Ponce’s the Chief of Staff, they don’t
ultimately respect him. I mean, he’s the hoss, okay. But

- they’re peers, to the fact that Col. Aviles has said stuff that
guys would come up and take cigarettes and say " Ponce, give me a
| cigarette”. No, where really he’s the boss and he shoulder’s the
biggest load. The tandona has factualism and its  some
factions. And Col. Aviles spoke about Benavides being of the old
. school, hadn’t changed, kind of a hard charger.

G 'He's a menker of the tandona?

B: Col. Benavides is of the tandona. Col. Aviles is 2 years
behind. Both coronels, but in their army, date of rank means as
muich as ———————, Yeah, so you would rerder a hand salute,
for ipstance, if I was down there, a major, and you were ahead of
.me T would call him Peir". I‘m pretty sure that’s what I thought
| I say, was the tanda. In your year group are your buds and then
below you are your subordinates. 8o he Just talked about
Benavides being sort of rammer, plateo, old styls. How, you gat
-to remenber before the revolution, before the civil war, when yoy CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOBERH
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made col., this is all Aviles telling me, but this seens to be
-pretty true, when you made coronel, you got a phone call from the _
oligarchy and soxhebody basically bought you. You made good bucks
and you looked out for that guy or whatever it was that was going
on. And they also played pretty hardball. Human rights was not

a discussion. It’s not an issue. Some of us (? can’t understand
if he’s saying "us" or what) would prcbably kill ’‘em, you know,

not any millions of people, but I mean thoy
C: Is this what they called death squads? .

‘Bt Well, back in the old days, I don’t think so. You know, to a
.great extent the death squads exist, there were things, but it
was, it’s a good thing, I believe, for the liberals and stuff to
‘grab onto to, okay. You know, I think it was organized going
‘around and killing people. There probably still Iis, ohviously.
But T mean in an organized way everyday, but in the old days,
.let’s say 15 years ago because these guys are in their 20
-gomething years, it’s just that if there was a problem, the guy
was killed. You know, is some cases or whatever, he was moved
out of the way. He just didn’t have to worry about anybody,
about what anybody thaught. The military still to a great extent
now, but for sure before, hefore America gobt {nvalved in this
civil war, was above the law and, for instance, driving with my
body guard, I know I‘m digressing here, but to give: you an idea,
the whole idea of the old school, ;[s an officer, yoy don’t get.
tickets. When the police stop you, they don’t ticket you. You
carry a pistol wherever you want to, you can do pretty much
whatever you waJ;t to, you’re above prosecution. My bodyguard

asked me in the States could I run red lights, I said no, I‘d



get a ticket. well, you carxry your pistol arcund “with you. I

said no. Can you beat women up? I said no. _
here in the United States the military is almost, has less rights
because people look at us so much harder. He was of that gang

that took...



C: Who’s he?
B: Col. Benavides. Not made to charges that there...
C: He was old school?

B: Yeah, that from what Col. Aviles was telling me he didn’t
play human rights. You know, he was hard, you would sti;l beat
up your soldiers, or whatever, whatever that would mean. But he
had not made the changes, he could not understand that the United

States was trying to get them to do.
C: Did he connect him to these death squads?

B: Yeah. He... eventually this came around in younger days, but
probably like the early 80’s, that he had been inwvolved somehow
in the death squads. And T feel reasorably competent, although
when I told you this story, I read this I think in a New York
Times, that death squads at one time or another had been run in
and cut of the Escuela Militar. Whether or not it was right
then, I don’t know only because there didn’t seem to be any
deaths going on. DBut that Benavides at one tim: or another il
been involved in that. And I even,... although I know that was
that discuss.ion. I think somebody else like my bodyguard, I
think, corroberated that somewhere, that Benavides was dirty. He

then went on to say and I said well what’s going on?

C:  He went on to say, who?

B: Col. Aviles. somewhere in the convérsation told pe about Lol

L]



Benavides,
¢:  Okay.

B: Maybe a little bit, and then I said well, what is the
problem? And then he said to the extent that Benavides wanted to
do something stupid. And to the best of my knowledge, it

involved getting into the UCa.
C: The UCA. And what is the UCA?

B: It’s the University of Central America. There’s 2 major
universities in the city -~ the National University , which has
been the hot bed of revolutionaries and all that kind of stuff
for years, they can’t go in thers, but’.‘ it’s in the city. The
UCA. Sama of tha terrorist aétivi.tiea or whatever have heen
‘coming out of there, rockets peing fired, mortars ard scme of
that stuff. Daring the wonthe I‘ve been there, I was there in
June and July and came back in Octobar, arx) there was wore sbylf
coming ocut of the UCA. Demonstrations and stuff were coming out
of thé National University, but out of UCA, the University of
Central America, there were other problems. 'Then Bonavides
supposedly had been making noise about going in and, Father, I
guess it was Father Ellacuria, a Jesuit priest ard instructor,
basically well respected In the world, was the most outspoken
against the government. Now, and at that time he was an enemy
figure, if you will. ‘hat goes back to the old school that the
enemy is not necessarily the guy carrying a weapon, it’s the
mouthpiece, too. And that an action was going to be taken

against him,



C: Whag action did you think that meant?

B: To &ill. him.
C: Ta kill hin?

B: Yeah, to kill him, VYeah, to go in at Ellacuria. I
- understood this conversation that UCA and Ellacuria ard Ellacuria
the specific target and UCA the genoral, targat, 9o Tesl by

‘being that all these places were cache alghts, you know weapons,

hospitals, and all that kind of stuff. I can
honestly say that I had no love for any of the leftists people.
okay. I loved El Salvador. and I can honestly say I knew the
ramifications of any of those kind of murders to the country, but
I didn’t think a whole lot about somebody getting killed. Only

that it would hurt the country.
C: Did you feel a loyalty to El Salvador?

B: Yeah. I did not feel disloyal to the United States, but I
felt for a long time that I loved the ideals of my country, but
I don’t much like the people here. And I really loved the
Salvadorans and I like their military. Not the old boy, but I

Jjust like the latinos.
C: Did you consider yourself a Salvadoran?

B: Yeah, I, you know, a long time ago when I worked in Honduras,

"I’d become, my "nom-de-guerre" was Antonio Iuis (?) Bravo. And T



,
would just goof ayourd with the ghys on Wy keany wx §odecided
that in El Salvador I wanted to ba "celi" uckland, aixd "Chal i
is what they call like ard T wanted £o be Major
nchelin or "Chelito" or "Mayor Eric™ and I didn’t wanted to be




PR A,
L

the advisor, I wanted to be part of Col. Aviles’, he was the C-5,
I wanted to be part of his staff. I thought I knew the answer:;
you know I thought I could help. But I realized I had a
struggle. You know he talked about them being killed. col.
Aviles said that Col. Benavides was looking at doing some sort of
hit. I really had the inmpression, I think we cleared this up,
that Benavides either realized that that was stupid or that it
wasn’t going to happen that day or something. I felt confident,
but I don’t know for sure. I can honestly say that 1f I
probably wouldn’t have been too upset that they were going to do
it other than the fact..

C: You would have accepted it?

C: yeah, if you knew it was going to be done?
b: yeah,

C: Why would you have done thatp Becausz you felb jt wis fap
the good of the county or?

B: Well, up until that time, I didn’t really realize that
Ellacuria had been actually starting to talk for Cristiani, but 1

Wasn’t convinced either way which side the quy was going, I just

Jmew he was dirty. and T struggled, you know I’ve been

struggling with .
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g5 this for a while, how do you win these kinds of wars. If you're

‘nice all the time, you’re going to get your butt kicked, you
Jnow.  So when he said that, I either accepted that it was he
that was talking about it , but I, in retrospect, Aviles told we
that he was talking about doing it and I took that to mean that
that was the problem, that Ponce had sent him over to just smooth
‘it ont. And I think I had faith in Aviles that everything was
fine. and when he said that everything was fine, not that it

wasn’t golng to happen.

C: Right

B: But not that it was going to happen, but I tglked to him
about it and he gave me a heads up, that this i=g vhat Benavides
was looking at doing and that Benavides had been dirty, so

C: Was that all that was said? After that meeting?

B: Well, when we left that day, that was pretty much...

C: Okay. Was there occasion of any other meetings? Or visits

to the school?

B: Yeah, he went over a day or two later.

C: Who's he?

B: Col. Avi.ltj-:s went over, he took me again back.

C: To the Escuela Militar?



A G e ST
. 1]

B: Back to the Escuela Militar and ipnskead of golrg to the
right, we went to the main lobby. He asked me to stay thera. 1
met a guy who was his cousin or samething. I was talking to him,
he wanted to speak in English, so we spoke in English. T looked
arcoud at the plagques and stuff and Aviles left. He was in the

Escuela, T don’t know where he went.

C: How long was he gone?

‘B: " The other meeting was maybe 15 minutes. This was again 10 or

15 minutes, maybe a little bit longer because I talked to this

gquy ard I wondered around. And then he came back. I don’t

remenber who we saw or who we talked to.

-

C: Did you believe that first neeting to be any kind of planning
for what might have happened at the UCA? Based on what Col.

Aviles said.

B: Well, if there wasn’t planning, there were some key players

there,

C: Okay.

B: Again, I think Col. Leon was there.
C: Wwho is he?

B: He’s the At)acail Battalion compander, but that one, you

know, that sticks, but sven pore e s 1<



-

swear to it, but I would say that he was there. 'There were two

Ckay, they

other guys and there was LtCol Major
were not young officers. And then I would take and Col. Aviles

may even have mentioned that they were even part of Benavides’

staff.
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" C: At the second neeting?

'B: At the second meeting I don't know what he did. T don’t know
.where he went, He was not comfortable again when we went over
there. and I think that was the time we ran over a sign. He
wasn‘t paying attention to what he was doing. So we went in and
walked around. After we came back from, and I don’t know who he
saw, I would very much strongly assume that if he didn’t even
tell ma e0 ha say Benavides pecnure thera’s nebody aiga to sca,
If we had anything to do, all the other tines we wept there wh_.i;ﬁ
were only to a classrcom, which i to the lefk sk dowy ab e
end of another track on the socper field, I wenb put and wont
out the lobby the front way and went to the right as you lock at
the building which is back over to Benavides’ area. We then
walked around the school. He showed me a bwich cﬁf stuff, you
know, nostalgic type things. ﬁe walked over to the ramge,
there’s a little range, then we got back. In retrospect he was

‘not with me. We were talking, but he was different.
C: In what way? What do you mean?

B: He had something on his mind. You know, even though he
didn’t say so. He was thinking. He didn’t tell me anything.
Ard the one thing now, in retrospect to everything he didn’t
—have~— before when we talked, I don‘t think, he was not
Placing himself as a player. Okay, you know he was going over
there to patch‘ it up, but I would say the people who were there,
I mean he got J.n with the main mugs, if that’s who did this

thing, okay, if it was Leon that I saw and the other two, because



there were 4 or 5 officers. He had that meeting with them and he
came back and told me about Col. Benavides and those were the

only guys, that was the only guy he talked about. That was the
first trip to Uca.



C: What did this mean to you that they were going to go in and

clean out the UCA? How did you interpret that?
B: To find out, you know, to get the dirty people in there.

Cc: Ard to do what?

B: Well, or kill people, you know, to take stuff, whatever it
was. I don‘t remenber at that time thinking they were going to
kill the prlests There wasn’t much else in there. The students
i don’t think were in school. I don’‘t know who was in there. I
don’t know what was going on but they were going in. There was
.going to be an op and there were ops already going on around
thera.

C: So he specifically told you there was going to be an

operation to clear the UCA?

B: Yeah, and that maybe stuff was already going on.

C: Have you ever been to the UCA?

B: No, I did not yealige that tha Hehfe 1ike B/600 paters from
vhera I live,, T knew the ganeral srea , Bt T o'k ses k.
It sits down on the autopista to the south of whers T live vhere
I lived. Actually, to the south cardinally from my house.

C: what else did he say to you during that afterncon meeting?

B: there were just too many problems, that I think there was a



el L .
.
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then again that Benavides had a dirty past. As to other

officers, but that was just about the only one he’d ever

mentioned to me that did not have a real good past. On the

second meeting, I don’t know who he saw and I don’t know what he
did. He vas gone for 10/15 minutes, maybe a little bit longer.

Came back and then we walked around the school and went back.

C: Then did Col. Aviles leave the area. I mean leave the ‘

Icountry for a period of time? .

B:. Very shortly after that, if I remember, you know I may have

my dates all screwed up, but he went on leave. Ile took 13, 14,

15 days leave.
C: Where did he go? -
B: He went to Hew Orleans and brought his wife ard his two

children. The offensive heve on the 11th, My veommte and §,
because it was Saturday night, and we could not get aut of aqur
house. We were restricted. on Buiday, ohe or two days, ag] Loy
over the radio I heard people wers starting to eoms in, othey
American advisors, so I called and askod “well, can we come in?!
because we were like 500 meters away and Col. Hunter said yes,
Capt. Puentes, Carlos Puentes, my roommate, and the guy I worked
with , we came in together and then started working at the C-5 to

see what was going on withpSYOP, and all the propaganda stuff.

"Col. Aviles was not back. He got back on Wednesday,



‘C1 What date would that have heep?

B: I think the 158th. There was lot of bad atyff going en. [k
was almost a disaster in the city. And I can rem.?mber differant
days feeling doom and gloom ard Tiwrsday, and 1t vas probably

C: Docam and gloamn for what?

B: I don‘t know, I just felt like this was the end. sYeah, I
felt like, ch, my God, this is it, we’re going to fall. I can
remember talking to somebody in the MILGP over in the Embassy and
. the last thing I said was "I’1l see you on the roof of the
Enbassy — a la Saigon." It was bad. That Thursday I was in Col.

Aviles’ office. -
C: Thursday, Novenber 167

B: Yeah, I quess so. He got back on Wednesday, I remember and I

believe the priests were killed that night.
C: About what time that afternoon would you be in?

B: 2 or 3. Normally I’d go in, he’d been running around with
the goverrment people that morning. I went in ard had a
briefing, a brief talk with him, and there was, and he made a
statement that the military was going to go in and clean cut the
UCA. Again be.cause T was staff (?) and there was a lot of

fighting going around around there,



. feeling of vengeance,

C: Too many problems,

B: He reminded me of the fact that the guerrillas were working
out of there. I think at that time there was a lot of
discussion about
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the gyerrillae conding up out of the sewers, they we;:e comlig
-thmugh the UCA and coming through the water wains, they were
coming through ai}. the quebrgdos or creelibeda, ainuid b HCA,
and that it was a real problam ares, Al T ik by Ehal Llns
they bad already taken down the National Unlvexsity . b e o
real, that was a major battle and the UCA was dirty too, and that
was sort of the key place in the southwestern part of towh.
'ihat's were a lot of stuff, like I said, was coming back and
forth through it. It was kind of like a lynch pin (?) in that

area for the querrillas.

'C: Did you connect this clearing out the UCA with the plan you
had heard before. In other words, you felt this was going to be
the killing of Ellacuria? Was that your understandirg?

B: I didn’t know. I didn‘t match that. I didn’t match that.
You know in our talking. I‘d even forgot about the Col. going
over to see Benavides. Those times, you know, I think just came
Up in the last day or two. I didn‘t match that. I thought more
in terms, I think, I think I thought more in terms of they were
going to go do a military operation than people were going to get
killed.

C: Okay

B: And quite honestly at that tiwe, I didn‘t really care. I

wasn’t thinking in terms of going in assassinating, murdering and
slaughtering pevple, if that’s what they were going to do because
I was real concerned that they wouldn’t kill civilians up in the

colonias. But the problem was I guess I got too cold because I



dién’t want them to kiil beople, the civilians, you know, bombing
~ and stuff, because I wanted to maintain , I wanted them to
maintain, oh I almost became a Salvador, I wanted them to

maintain the support of the people.

C: So you say you became a Salvadoran. What do you mean,

supporting their cause?



" B: Yeah, I understood, I thought. Again I hadn’t gone through
10 years, but T mean they had. So all the pain and stuff and I
Jnow they’re big on vengeance and I kird of understocd, I mean

that evaryBody had had friends killed and stuff.

C: 8o if those killings that were to occur, you would have

accepted that as a necessary thing, for the country?

| B: I elther accepted as necessary and I really understood it,
okay, You know, even thougly it mlyht have beep suparfjuons isp’t
'.the word, you knew 1t wilght even lwva fssg abppled, angd 4
understand, I understocd the blood, the hload feniirg, kit it was
their war and it was their country. But I dop't,,., pa alapme
were sent to me, you know, when he sald they wepre gulixy Lo g in
ard clear the UCA. Even when I knew they had problesw at the
Naticnal University and I thought that they should go in. It
wasn’t in terms of killing people. It was to go in and shut it
down. And the National University is almost like a church
Ibecause of its sanctity. The UCA not so much, but I always

thought they should just go in ard shut it down and check it out.

C: was there anything else said at this aftemoon meeting with

Col. Aviles?
B: No, other than they were getting ready to do this socon.
C: They were getting ready to do it soon?

B: But there were problems, you know. It’s just that the army’s



mad. Yoy know that there’s pecple who wank Lo do things,

C: Did he mention fo you at that time anybhliy neus el

Atlacatl was going to, I think you alluded to

B: Yeah, yeah, he The Atlacatl was working the area and I
believe he mentioned samething that the Atlacatl was still
work_i.ng-the area and they were prcbably going to do it. Now I
didn’t know where the units were. In retrospect, and from what I

know there was a company of Atlacatl in the area, I bélieve, and

the rest of the battalion was out of the city and I think he

mentioned the both things. And then that night...

C: How late that night? Can you take any kind of guess about

how late? —
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B: It could be anywhere from midnight to one.
C:” After you had been to sleep?

B: Yeah, wr;e.n we stayed down in what we called the “mangito",
which is a separate complex away from the Estado Mayor about 150
meters. That’s where the radio station is, the print plant, loud
speakers, the video stuff and all that things. Now, on one side
was a series of offices where the propaganda development things
work. There were, at that time, the goverrment had sént a bunch
éf comunications people and they had formed CIN, the Centro de
Informacion Nacional, and they were staying, they had fax
machines and all that kind of stuff, and they were staying and
people were, all cother officers were staying and I felt obligated
to stay and I know that night, that night carlos and I, Carlos

Puentes, had takén, I foryet what they call them, their maktress
2! fﬁ"q Yt J;’Wrt:/‘(.uaa,.! /{'l !f/u.m
. v i

and we were sleeping on the
floor, I can remerber moving everything sa the door wouldn’t hit
me when pecple opened, laying that down, getting ipside my pancho
liner and M~16 and stuff laid dawn on Fhe Floer nexy to e,

After ye’d gone to glegp, it was daxk, but there wag a virsflght
going on and when I drew a map a little whille ago it was o §hw
vicinity of the UCA, the firefight. It was going op, it had gape
on sporadically. I think we’d fallen asleep. It was dark apd I

would say it was around midnight.

C: You said the direction of the UCA firefight. I think before
you told me before that it was only in one direction, there was

o return. Was that..



B: There was nothing coming out.
C: okay.

B: Now, there were scome other little firefights around, but so
once in a while. Now from the UCA rounds were not going to come
through the way wa were, So ip betweepn there was some running
arcund,  Bubt wheys wa wers and ot several 100 nwleps Jb wae
secure, The UCA from whexe we weys was may, ae the crew flies,
800 meters. '

C: Ard later on that evening, you had a visitor?

B: Yeah, later on, Carlos aixl I, I believe, were asleep and the
door cpened and there was some sl-luffling arowﬂ?}r{zt was Col.
‘Aviles. When we started to get up, he said no, just stay down.
there’s fighting going on, just stay down. It’s not here, but be
careful, whatever. Then Carlos and I got up and moved against
the wall and we were sitting next to the wall, talked to him for

about 5 or 10 minutes, he was, seemed pretty calm, you know, no

big deal, he just came to check, how you doing, didn’t say much..
C: VWhy do you think he was really there?

B: My feeling now is so we saw him.



C: As an alibi?

B: Yeah, I guess because I never felt sven whehy I talled tw him
about the other stuff that he was invelved, Ha alwaya told me
little thJ.ngs Different, you know, his impresslons, and stuff§
and I never thought he was inwvolved in anything. I guess maybe
that’s one of the things that hurt so bad is that I always got
the impression that things had been handled. You know, I knew he
wasn’t going to be doing anything. So he’d go over and check it
out and then tell me. You.“k‘now, the meeting with Benavides,
there’s goirg to be a hit, looks like they want to go, well not a
hit, but loocks like they’re going to clear the UCA. He didn’t
seem to be very agitated. And then that night he came in just to

check on us.
C: While the killings were going on?

B: Well, that was the timeframe. There was certainly shooting.

X can’t say when, T don’t know when the priests were
C: Wasn’t the shooting coming from the UCA?

B: It was that area. It was pretty intense, it wasn’t bang,
bang, bang. It sounded to me like someone was getting it on.
You know, there was, at least for a while and then he left and T
guess it was the next morning, it would’ve been Friday, the word
got out, it was rumor, and kinda’ denied, and finally sometime
late that morning or whatever the word was out the Ellacuria, 5

4‘,2(.- :J /“'-‘Cd Al am

other priests, a woman and her child had been /

mivdaredd.

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSERH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100



C: Before this occurred, before the killings of the Jesuit
priests, to the best of your recollection, Q-‘—‘io—--";l-fi'—'c-z-l-ﬂ you had

knowledge that it was going to happen beforehand?

.B: I would say I was told that there’s, that people were looking
at going into to the UCA, that the military was looking to go
into the UCA and something was going to be done. I can‘t
honestly tell you whether I believed it or if i put it dewn, if

Aviles told me in such a way but... Yecah, i know, I kifew
C: And did you accept that as a necessary thing for the country?

B: My state of miyl was such, I think, that I may not have saw
it as a necessary thipg, but I wnderstood it, so, okay I know why
they want to do this, WThey want ta get thase bastapls, you Kuw,
I'm sure they were thinking that, Whether or nob T was going 1o
save the country, whether it was a good thing, T dap't know if I
bought. that, but I understood that they wers galpy to o ip, you
know, if thE)ﬂ-Jent in to do this. L

C: Okay, earlier we discussed not telling the United States.

Why did you not tell the United States authorities?

B: At that time, I don’t remember knowing it to be perfectly
true. Okay, there were two times when I really, when I really
knew samething. After it had happened and in my earlier
statements. I had several feelings. One, whenever Aviles told

me anything, I felt an intense loyalty to him.



¢t To Col. Aviles?

Bt Yes, a kay thing in Bpecial Forces anyway ard ikt apgrained
from the start is that you byild 3 yappark, And I qot close with
him. you know, we had permonal talks, wa [Ed pribemsiigil balps
and I implicitly trusted him, ¥ twuly fait, even afler jusk
working with him for only a few weeks in June and July, that he
was the finest coronel I héd ever served under or worked Witl.'l.

I never felt like his advisor, I just felt like part of his
staff. And I could say things and he’d take my ideas and was

real good about it and he would tell me other things. He would

try, at different times, to talk to me about leisure shit and all

that kind of stuff.

-

C: You had a great deal of respect ard loyalty to him?

'B: At that time, I thought my feeling was that this is the guy

who will leave this job, get the First Brigade, command, that’s

what T wanted him to have because that was the brigade in the

city, he was nearer the heart of everything, he would come out of

that brigade, this was my plan for him, although I couldn’t have

affected it, he was going to take the First Brigade and then come

back and be Chief of Staff and then be the Minister of Defense
because I figured this was the guy. You know, he knew how to
treat the troops, he was hard at charging, he was ambitious and
that would bubble up at different times, I didn’t like it, but he

seemed to keep it in check, but I knew not only was he

professional, but he wanted to go places. So I kind of ignored

that portion of his perscnality.



- C: so you felt this loyalty, why else did you not tell US

of'fic:ials?

B: I felt, in this case, I guess I was really trying to protect
El Salvador because I had knowledge, at least the rumor, that
this thing pecple were talking about doinq};dz;nd I didn’t say L
anything with it. And when I was told later who did it, by Col.
Aviles, I felt that if that was past, I didn’t trust the American
government. T thought they’d pull the rug out from urider the

country.
C: You thought the American government would mess it up?
B: I thought they’d pull the rug out. I thought they’d do wrong

by the country. So by the sinple fact that really some matter

(?) the

I didn’t see this, I don’t, I truly don’t
believe or that I knew that this was going to happen . ‘The fact
that T sat there and let it go. You know even when he said that
they were gaing in, I guess I had an idea but I never felt, maybe
I just didn’t understand, recognize, I mean again if I knew, I

can sit here now and say I-would’/ve told, okay,
C: Told who?

B: I would’ve told the goverpment, put then J dopft think T
wou.ld',‘ftékay. I mean I was kind of Jest, I waikeq ta Jdjl
everybody, too. you know, I wanted to go out and flght, but we

~couldn’t go out and fight? You kiow, I didn’t, but I understood



C: You felt a member of the Salvadoran ... And a loyalty there?

(examiner’s questions garbled and mixed with Buckland’s statement)

e ————— e



Bs I felt like J was a Salvadoran and so T didn’t.say anything

- vecause I figured t.hrs gavernmant weuld pull the g out from
 under tham, I got caught up hebvesn what was the yiaht thing to
do and the loyalty. You know, dwn'thare Jayalty 1s number one,
here inteqrity’s mumber one. Apd I switohed, ¥ got inta a
loyalty to Aviles ard I didn‘t see damage. You know, laber when
I found out it then went down.... And Col. Aviles told me later,
a few weeks later, who had done it and I still sat on it becsuse
I knew the people had to be punished, I knew there was no wéy

around it, that they had to chop a coronel. '

C: When did Col. Aviles tell you? When did you have another

meeting after the killings with him?

B: Sometime after, within a week or so; he said he had gone out
to the scene of the crime. And then gone to the SIU. And up
until that point, we had both been convinced the FMIN had done
it. I thought. Maybe this is what I was thinking. This is what
‘I remember thinking. And he said he felt at that time; that it
‘was 50-50 that the military had done it. He felt the military
had responsibility. He may even have gone, he felt that he was
pretty sure that the military had done it. And then a few weeks
later is when he told me, it was on or about the 20th of |
Decenber, is when he told me that Col. Benavides had gone to Col.

Rivas and then that entire chain of events.,.
C: Wwhich was?

B: Col. Benavides told Col. Rivas, the head of SIU, that "I did

it, what are you going to do to help me?" (ol. Rivas didn’t do
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anytlu.ng that I know of. Col. Iopez y Lopez, the Cc-1 at the
Estado Mayor, who had earlier been the SIU commarder, I believ_e,
as well, went down to see Rivas for whatever reason. Rivas told
Col. Lopez y Lopez what Benavides had told him. ILopez y Lopez
£Old Aviles. Same stuff. Benavides had told Rivas "I did it.
what are you going to do to help me?" And Aviles told me. My
initial question was why don’t they arrest him. And he told me
because they can’t. We can’t arrest him until the inwvestigation
is campleted. I bought it., T trusted the guy and I said ;eho
else knows and he said just them and just us, just the quys he
had menfioned and myself. A prelude to this information was to
break just In case of emergency, Please dop't say anything,
Please don‘t say anything., This is not a Balvadoran officer
coronel to an Awmerican major, it’s Carles tq Fric,

-’ -

C: Excuse me, what does "break in case of emergepcy! mean?

B: He liked to use American expressions and sometimes he doesn’t
use them very correctly, but he tried to put them into his talk
and during that conversation either right then or later it was
very evident to me that the "break in case of emergency" was two
things. If the people who did it, who said they had done it,
Benavides, the family was not brought to justice, then I needed
to say something or at least corroborate with Aviles, somehow get
that truth out. And nunber two, if Aviles was killed, dead for
knowing this, then the story wouldn’t go, that I should step in
and say something. He also told me, not that Col. Benavides had
said this, bl:lt just told me, I quess I didn’t wderstand how
Benavides couid‘ve done the killings, you know who was with him

they must’ve have asked him, you know, how did he do this.



You're telling me that the mambers
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of the Grupo Operaciones Especiales, GOE, out of ;:he Inmediate
Reaction Battalion called the Atlacatl led by Lt. members of that
platoon had done the actual killing. And they had been there
because they had been during the offensive there were different
areas where troops had stayed and the Escuela Militar was one of
the areas where the troops had been billeted. Different units
were in there and the GOE was working out of the Escuela Militar
and those were the guys that pulled the trigger. Whoever this
lieytenant was,

'
C:  You explained why your prior knowledge of the esvent or what
was going to happen, why you did not adylea 18 mi].}tary
personnel, why, after you again were told after the faot who did

‘ it, why did you not then tell who did it or why did you not then

advise US military personnel? -

B: What he told me. Okay I asked and it seemed pretty clear cut

‘after we got the information and now its just a matter of putting

- the facts together, We got these guys okay. That was my general

impression. And I said, does Col. Ponce know and he said I don’t

know. I think so. I would think Col. Rivas or Col. Lopez y Lopez

"would tell him. It’s not my place, but he needs to know. COkay,

and I figured he’d tell him. So he’d know. Now we know the

_Stuff, the SIU knows the stuff, Rivas is had to have been shown
(shown or shoved ?) by Iopez y Lopez because now he’s told Lopez
:-Y Iopez, who I think actually at that time working in support,
‘now he moved down to work with Rivas and T was, and this is, I
“know this pmﬁa_bly doesn‘t make sense, but although I understood

vy they go in and kill people, I also knew that justice had to

be served and they had to go and take care of it. And I also



knew psychologically, public relations or whateve}, somebody up

’ ‘_ the chain had to take a fall. Benavides had already said that he
had done it. I mean I would hope that anybody at the head the

- 8TU would know where to start looking, so I felt confident,

_' murber 1, justice will be served and, number 2, Col. Aviles all

put begged me not to say anything before he told me.

C: So out of your loyalty to Col. Aviles ard the fact that you

" felt that they would do the right thing, that you did not tell US

"~ military personnel? P

B: Absolutely. I also have a fear that now that the military
was responsible it would be damming. You know, the congress
would cut off aid or something because it was...

-

C: So who were you trying to protect El Salvador?

B: Yeah, not becaysa he’d done,,. Not to let them get awvay with

it,
C: But to save the country.

B: Right. T can honestly say that you can take the top five
classes of officers and just give them some money and send them
somevhere. I mean I don’t want them to stay. More than I want
the people there to live ckay. You know, I don’t want the

country to fall.

C: Now, this killing was November 16, 1989. How many days after

was it before Col. Aviles told you this or confirmed things again
CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH
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for you?



B: Is when he told me what I just told you.
C: | After this, diqg You have occasion to write your sister?

B: Yeah.

C: What did you write in a letter to ygur sister?

‘¥ho is your sister by the way?
B: My sister’s name is Carol.
C: Carolp

B: cCarol Buckland,

¢! Who does she work for?

G aw news?

B:  Yeah, she writes the news. So on the 20th, he told me and

»-



[

within a day I think I called her and said listen, I‘ve been told

‘this. This is brother to sister. It wasn’t

C: It was w1th.1.n a day after the fact when Aviles told you?
.B: Yeah, I called her.

Ci You called har? From where?

B: Fram my house, Which in retrogpect was prokably ;-llll-‘lpid, I
really started getting paranoid that everything wvas buggeq, net
by the government or something, but by the shooters, T dop’t
know. I didn’t even know who all.was in there,

C: What did you tell her?

B: Well, I said that I was told by reliable sources or whatever,
that Col. Benavides was the head, you know, guy and guys from the
GOE, from the Atlacatl lead by a lieutenant. I said that’s all I
really know. Then I said don’t téll any of this in case the guy
that told me or I said Col. Aviles, one or the other, she knew
who is was, dies and T die. That I want truth to come out, I
want justice to be served. I said this doesn’t mean take this
ard go to the press. Actually, don‘t say anything now, but don’t
g0 the to press. Just sit on this TIf T die...I think I said at
that time you’1l know the right thing to do. She said well I
don’t now who Benavides is. What'’s his whole name. I said I
don’t know and I. said I‘11 write you a letter and sort it out for

You specifically.

CORGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH.
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100



C: What day did yoy write this letter?



ST
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B: I wrote the letter on Christmas day.
C: Christmas, 19897

B: Yeah, I was in the Estado Mayor. This was really weighing on
me. My family was in the United States and I had duty and I
wrote her a letter and said here is the information T told you
I’d send you. Then I gave her Benavides full name, I explained
what the GOE was, what the Atlacatl was ard that s-c;me 'number of
soldiers who were led by a lieutenant whose name I still don‘t
know, had done it. Remember that I really care for this country,
I think I wrote,

C: You mean E1 Salvador? -

B: Yeah, and that I wanted the right thing done, you know. Go
to the MIIGP. see, what I didn’t want to happen was to watch
these quys cover it Up and try to get away with it. Which I
didn’t want them to, And then have the press get in in such a
way that the congress reacts and the guys had lied ampg they
sCreved themselves. 80, what I was hoping, if I died i) Cal,
Aviles dieg A} nothing was dene, apd this tima Faldatt ehips,

Col. Aviles wasn’t dodiy anything ot Eisug Jumt bl e e

samething in confidence and that I wanted her to call MIIGr and,
I think I wrote this, to call MIigp ard to talk to MIIGP about
the information.

C: What’s MILGP?

3 That’s the military group, that’s the central office of -



advisors basically down there It’s a permanent as_;.igment. They
. handle all the money, the accounts, and stuff like that and then
they coordinate with the Salvadoran staff. It’s a part of the
Embassy. it’s part of what they call the Country Team
essentially. and, I think, if I didn‘t write this, I told her to
go MIIGP, force them, and pass it that way and make sure that
justice was served and lets not screw the country because same
people do what was essentlally a stupld thing., Yoy kneney gocdd e
bad, in anybody’s eyes, even geod ap hag in Wy eyes; Whialevel,

get rid of these quys that emsreerms FRALYY B
themselves, And then she said okay, I aleo told hev that ¥
cared a lot for her and she’s a good person ang sbuff, and we'se
not very affectionate , but I told her that because we wera
starting to worry that I was going to get hurt..

C: At what point in time did you come forward to US military

personnel?

B: Scmewhere after that I had asked Col. Aviles what was up. He
had told me that a lieutenant was being polygraphed and was
flunking. He had flunked 2 or 3 times. Nothing had happened
with Benavides. I asked him if Col. Ionce kuow. Col Ponce, he
said, I don’t know, I don‘t think so. I don’t know who knows arx!
what if the highers up ordered it. So there was a twist there, a
change. He was was worried, it seemed. He didn’t want to tell
anybody. Everything just kept eating and eating and eating at me
because I knew I had an cbligation as a U.S. Armmy officer and as
an American to-pass this and I sat on it. And I failed to do my
duty, in any case So on the 2nd of January, Col. Hunter, for

Same reason, God, had the occasion to walk up into my office and I
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asked yy secretary to leave. I knew thiw was sensipjve, Jla shut

‘the door, He was kind of like what‘s going en iyl § told ple 2

was really worried . fee, this is why b8, thin yeally huets
because 1 don’t feel comfortable with this part, with s sbucs,
—-— of th:la thirgs I’ve said before, you know, so I told him, i
told him exactly what I‘ve told you although for those first 2
meetings, because I just didn’t remember and I didn’t want him to
tell anybody. I just wanted to tell him, I didn’t want to betray
my loyalty. I didn’t want to betray Col. Aviles’ t_rust.

L

C:. So you're still obviously loyal to the El Salvadorans?

B: Its killing me. It’s killing me. I felt, I can’t stand it
but - it’s was true emotion. And I was really struggling and
once I told him, I felt as if I had redlly betrayed Col. Aviles.
I said, are you going to tell anyone. le said I have to tell

Col. Menjivar. And I felt bad, but I understood and I knew that

‘that was the right thing to do. He told Col. Menjivar. Not too

much else happened. Of course, as the day went on I felt bad, I
felt like I had betrayed Col. Aviles. And then T had gone home,
I had changed, I was in my civilian clothes in the house and the
phone rang. It was Steve Donahoo, who is a major and works in
the Defense Attache Office. He spends a lot of time in the
Estado Mayor. He was in, I think, Col. Ponce’s office and said
You need to report to Col. Ponce’s office right now and I knew

what it was, And I was an instant basket case. I felt, I
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" @idn’t know, then T didn’t know what T had opened, T didn’t know
B ..wi';atwas up. So I came in and rather than going right into

“ there. Before.I left, Col. Hunter called and said be advised
o tbl. Menjivar is talking to Col. Ponce, Col. Menjivar is the
'MIIGP camander, American, Col. Ponce was Chief of Staff of their
. - amy, Salvador. He said Col. Menjivar is talking to Col. Ponce

and you‘re probably going to be called in. I said I know, I just

got called and I'm on my way. I got into his office, he called

" me fram hame, I got into his office, walked in, said what’s wp to

~ Col. Giarﬁéni, who was the duty officer that night, ‘Col. Hunter

said stay here, he’s on his way in. He came in within 30 minutes

‘or so. Col. Hunter and I went into Col. Ponce’s office. We were
.toldtositduwnmdaswa sat down to my left front was Col.
.‘ Aviles, directly to my front across the coffee table was Col.
Fonca and tohmy right on the sofa was-Janice Elmore, who is an

- Amarican political officer, Col, Menjivar and Col. Hunter. Col.

. ~ Ponce dopan’t: speak loud ard he apeake kind of & welrg Spapish,

so he sald pomething and ve began, Basically, {b wag whab's

j going on, who said what. fThe firet quy to mpeak was Eol.

Aviles. I vas shook at this pofnt. This guy was 1) 1A8F gy 1
wanted to see and I just felt terribls, Abuut Mk mess than

~anything else,

C: You felt terrible about the betrayal to Col. Aviles?



B: Because I thought everything was still ... anrd I still
thought that justice was still going to be served somehow. Col.
Aviles saild that we had spoken about the Jesuits in general
terms, but the basio feelipg still was thak the FMIN, the ammy or
sams extreme right-winged group had done if, but that!s all
anybody lnew, You know, even thal was way off from whab we hect
talkeci about, vaeerenveaon that ohe pooasloy, and s .{:}j'.} Tl
other stuff about the.., he told ma wha did it

C: Okay

B: I wasn’t really listening to the Spanish that well, didn’t
understand it that well, but I knew I’d just been called a liar.
so I asked Col. Menjivar, I said, sir; can I speak to you
privately for a minute. I wanted to wake sure I’d just been
called a liar. He said no, we’re here, this is open, go.

Speak. I said okay, I‘m going to speak English. I want to make
sure that nobody misunderstands what I‘m saying and I took it
from the meeting when we were in his office and he said Col.
Benavides "da da-da da." I did everything in the world I could
to cover Col. Aviles. The fact that he believed that Col. Ponxe
knew and we both knew justice would be served, we were so proud
of the SIU and all that kind of stuff. I sat there like there
were some thousand buffalos sitting on me, I just felt like
shit. I was



égitated and 1' told him it locked 1like a ttnnﬂar' cloud has pit.
You knew, his eyes wera bulging, he was agitated, he was Jumping
;_armuﬂmhlsdzair Icmldn'tevenlookath:l.m I'm still

. ~feeling bad. ol Ponce said samething, I don’t know what it
was, I rem—mber, maybe Col. Menjn.var talked, I don’t know. Then
i1 he_ lookai at ma and he said "dorde y cuando?", "“where and when?"
B and that qu:l.ckly (he snapped his finger) ¥ said "en su oficina",

. "in h_.‘LS office" "hace dos semanas", "about 2 weeks ago." And

. that was it, that was my answer, I didn’t even have to think. I
: remerrber pretty clearly. And then he locked at me! He’s got
these real soft eyes. It’s hard to explain but he’s almost kind
of a teddy bear in a way when you look at him. He’s normally a

{ ' very soft and kind of a gentle looking guy. 2nd we sat there and
:-:lboked at eac'h other, like I’m looking at you, with no blinking,
"'fno breaking oontact Like this, not Bard, 15 to 30 seconds, just
: Ll:l.ke this, Because sanewhere in there I wanted to say "right

- I'IOW, I know I can say 2 things, I'm lying or I‘m telling the
"truth" And I was angry, then I was angry because Aviles had
glven me this information, .1.t was critical and then he denied it
and I was flapping in the wind. I wanted to say one of those two
'-things and then just keep my mouth shut and just looked at
Pama Ard then I backed off locking at him, and I wasn’t
attac]d.ng him, T was leSt wanted to say "lock, look, look inside,
'-'1Do]<'ixmide, lOOk inside" and he said, okay, you know, and Col.

. Huntsg, wysalf and dandoe left. A Jenios eald Myou dig the
;_-j,gm thir, don't Ty dbet {1

"C: Did you fes} hetrayed by Co}. Avilea?

' B: I felt completely betrayed, At that time, 3¢ was allese I

-uF .
- v a~



still, I felt worse. I have to turn my emotions after a while, I
’ felt bad. That’s when I felt the worse. You know, that I’d

betrayed him.



C: Did you make a lot of sacrifices to go to E]} Balvador and

help that goveriment?

B: Yeah, I mean the major one was the fachk that F/ve gob 3 swall
sons and I miss them. I miss them today. You know, I came

hame. I was there in June and July. And I came back in July and
T stopped at my parents. They live in Miami. T stopped for the
night. and they showed me a picture. There was a child-in a
stroller and 2 bigger boys. The two bigger boys were Andrew and
Brian, they’re my 3 and 5 year olds. I didn’t kno:u who the third
i:oy was. It was my own yourngest son. Because he had grown up
that much in two monthe and I wasn’t there. I went down this
time. I was gone for 3 months and he’s blossomed that much

more. I’m a father and I’m not there. I thought I could save

the world. Thought I had all the answers.
C: You thought you could save El Salvador?

B: Sure, I was going to be Iawrence of Arabia, you know, Eric of

El Salvador.
C: That’s why you made those sacrifices, to help that country?

B: I thought I could go down and by saving, by helping EL
Salvador I could keep this stuff from ever getting to our
country. And when my boys were old enough they could join the

army if they wanted to, but they wouldn’t have to.

C: 1t really bothered you that you were betrayed by them after

you were trying to help them?



B: It breaks my heart because I realize that I don’t know how
deep or how wide this things goes, I don’t know how deep or how
wide this goes, but samebody’s dirty. You know, I knew they
hinted, at a minimum to me, I had knowledge that they were going

to go in. I think that we’ve determined that.
C: Yes.

B: But they did it. He told me. You know, like I said. Amd-

then denied it. Something else was going on. I knew it was a

political thing, too. They’re playing games, they not only had

to go kill people, then they have to do something with it. Then

they just had to throw wme in the middle. You know, to tell me, I '
don’t know what he wanted me to do, I don’t know what he expected

me to do, I don’t know why he was jerking me around.  You know,

like I said, he threw me little things. But I was used. I don’t

know how. There was a plot in there somewhere and I was in there

scmevhere. amnd I was sancbody’s card. 1 was Aviles’ card, I

think, He had an alibi that night because we saw him. and he |
also teld me Y was thers on Benavidog - ¥ had doubl about

Benavides, And I think had I not spoken 1k would have brokep

another way and I somehow would been 1n thers dolpng the same

stuff again as I‘m doing now which he could probaply give a shiit

less about. And they either would’ve swept the tandana away or

something. They would’ve opened up some doors for Aviles and his

boys. That’s all that I can think that it was. And in the erd,

they killed six priests, you know, I don’t even care what their

political prefé.rences where, but they killed them, they were

tools. He wasn’t even that I don’t think on vengeance. I can



understand somebody going nuts, but I can’t urderstand just

killing them to do something with them.
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C: Does it bother you that it didn’t hother you ai the fime that
you knew they were going to kill them?

B: I den’t know why, I‘m humane. priests (7). people laugh at
me now, bl,it 3 years ago or something in Special Warfare Center,
guys will verify this story, I called the Pentagon, I wanted to

be a chaplain.

C: Do you feel that I was because of your loyalty to El Salvador
that made you overlock those killings or to accept those killi_ngs':’
Da you feel your loyalty got in the way and that’s why you

accepted them when you normally would not?

B: I got caught up in the country, you know. We’re at war, who
understands better than us, we’re here, we’re at the front, you

know, at the cutting edge. So T know I can 'see, I can lock into
their hearts. That’s bullshit. There I was, I was out there, I

was cut there.

C: You were prepared to apythmg you had to for El Salvador? To

help that countxy?

B: It was more to the point that I wasn’t physically going to do
stuff, you know. We had our weapons to protect ourselves, but I

wasn’t about to go out and run ops.
C: No, I understand,

B: put I meap in the talking sense, 164) probably wonlddfve kept
my mouth shut 1f I thought it waa reasonabls ard gppqgem;ly from

h |



7 ) .
‘what I knew about this and didn’t go running to tell anybody

v

" either before when it was inuendos at the worse if not more and
after what I was told, I didn’t say squat. and it’s because I

guess I thought I knew, you know, I knew better.

C: For the record, my nane is Special Agent Paul H. Cully and I
-.conducl:ed this interview as a summary of the facts that have been
.prese.nted by Major Buckland during our interviews in the last two
days. Major Buckland, have you voluntarily provided this

‘information out of your cocperation in the last 2 days?

C: Is this information and these facts true to the best of your

recollection at this time? -

C: 1Is there anything else that yoy want to say?

B: Yeah, I'm real aorry if anything I‘ve done has caused

- something worse to happen. ' I mean, 1f T could have stoppod, 3
1d said something before, haq T taken i sprianaly of 1 X
been off or whatever my problem was, if I'd run ll'i-t:li%i- Gy s
day I was told and said samething and had the guta ab that point
or whatever or I hadn’t been so naive. Now maybe trying not to

l_mrt the country, I‘ve hurt the country.

C: Anything else?



C: . The time now is approximately 2:11 p.m. and this is the

termination of this summary interview. Thank you.
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