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PRESS RELEASE

"= The Human Rights Commission of El Salvador (CDHES) has
issued a statement ‘about the surprise arrest in California of a

witness from El1 Salwvador.

Cesar Vielman Joyva Martinez was once a membervcf a Salvadoran
military death squad. He sought asylum in the U.S.A. in October
1989, and on that occasion he gave testimony to the Washington
Post of the involvement of high ranking military 0fficers of

El Salvador in the torture and killing of civilian leftists. He
also claimed to have first-hand knowledge of the implication of

U.S. military advisers in some ¢©f these incidents.

Mr. Joya Martinez, who settled in Long Beach, California, has
volunteered on numerous occasions to testify before government
bodies or courts in the U.8. The El Salvador government and
army, however, have perpetually demanded his extradition.

On Tuwesday, July 10, ten F.B.I. agents, heavily armed, broke inte
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the F.B.I. have released no statement, and made publi¢ no charges,

in explanation of this surprise arrest. (according CODEHUCA).

The CDHES has issued a statement warning of extremely serious
conseguences if the U.S8. should go through with an extradition
to El1 salvador.

First of all, Joya Martinez would certainly be killed. The
statements made abcut him by military and government officials

have been venomous.
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Secondly, with his death, a major witness-£6 ﬁiiitary
atrocities in El Salvador would be silenced. Joya Martinez
told the Washington Post he himself had participated in
gaeven or eight death squad murders and gave the locations
of the bodies, which were lated confirmed by observers.

Thirdly, this would be a demonstration of U.5. official
support for the very bodies in El Salvador which are

raesponsible for decades of atrocities .

The CDHES urges very strongly that U.S. officials now take
the full testimony of Joya Martinez instead of extraditing
01anlsflg 2085301272, 8800 18170 EQethenEROhEa " EePiEr RESE™ "
contaminated its zrmy and its government's roots and branches.
The terror continues as death squads continue routinely to
gilence opposition and independent opinion. We have the
statistics for the first six months of 1990: we have
confirmed 695 cases of political assassinations, of which
361 can be linked to the armed forces of El1 Salvador. (These
include 695 assassinations for political violence; 561 are
attributed to the armed forces; 87 are attributed to men in
civilian dress under the direct or indirect cover—up of the
state; 14 wore cases are attributed to the F.M.L.N.; 4 cases
to the cross-fire and 29 cases are attributed to mines.) We
also have recorded the unlawful detention of 481 eiviliang
and 92 cases of "disappearance™. '

In its statement, the CDHES focusses upon the impunity enjoyed
for years by top military officers. It draws attention to the

urgent need of judicial reform in the country. Judges and
t¢ deal with the fallout from vears of terror. There is also

now no substitute for a natinal dialogue involving all sectors
of the population.
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“"We support the eifforts of both parties to dialogue/
negotiate in order to achieve peace in our country, and we
welcome the involvement of the United Nations in the

process of negotiations.™

The CDHES has beer monitoring the human rights situation
in El Salvador sirce April, 1978, and has reported and
witnessed innumershle magsacres, foreced diséﬁpearances,
arbitrary executions and the eruel and inhuman treatment
of detainees.
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FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND RESPECT OF HUMAN RIGHETS,
OUR VCICE SHALL NEVER BE SILENCED !

THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF EL SALVADCR, CDHES.
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Comision de Derechos Humunos de El Sulvadur (CDHES)
URBAMHITACION LA SEPERAMIA, PASALE T, MHf 1)7. SAN SALYADOR - TELEFOND: 25-9232
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COMIL 0N PEro 10 LRTEni0 O 183 WElbuinm Jhriries wis el muncdsine. (EEESELS 1= AL
FRIMER SEMESTRE LE 1990
1- CAPTURADOS ¢

s THE o —

ReSpenSalalidad de F.A.:  uzo

" F.M.LLN B2

TOTAL 481

2~  DESAPARECTDOS:

Responsb., . . . . . ., . . 18

. .. Trombres vestidos de
Qvil: + w o v e e, L 2

Responsab. no esclarecidas: 72

total 920

3-  ASESTNADOS:

- Responsabilidad de 1a F.A. . . . . 851

— Resporig8b. . hombres vestidos de eivil
bajo €l amparc diréeto o indirects
delEstado:.......-........87

-— Responsabilidad del FMIN: . . . . ., .. . 1u
- Fuego Cruzado = . . . . . . ., .. ... L
-Minas ¢ .. .. Lo L L L 29

total: ., A9s5
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TABLA Y GRAFICA ESTADISTICA
DE CAPTURADOS DESAPARECIDOS Y ASESIt .pOs
PE LA POBLACION CIVIL DURANTE EL

PRIMER JSEMESTRE DE 19290

'rj:;;a?g‘p&lﬂfi CAPTURADOS DESAPARECIDOS ASESINADOSW |
CAMPES|NOS 167 Y | 2.0 |
| OBREROS 43 17 ] : |
ESTUDIANTES 18 3 4 |
[EMPLEADOS - 12 7 9 f ¥
PROFEESOE?F.S_U 2 1 | 3 |‘
PROFESIONALES 1 0 ! b |
| PERIODISTAS 3 0 } 0 i
FUNC PUBLICOS 1 0 | 2 |
 ARTISTAS 1 0 1 1 l
RELIGIOSOS 2 0 | o |
OFICIOS DOMEST) 7 3 1 I 0 |
MENORES f 21 13 | 12 j
| NO IDENTIFICAD, | 175 3 1 | 829 r
EX MILITARES | 0 0 | 2 |
TOTAL. B g 1 9 2 | 695 )

NOTA

Ademas durante este periodo fueron
reportados 52 capturas, 4B desazari
ciones v 17 asesinatos, oourrides
et fechas anteriores.

FUENTES:

* Comisiocn 4w arechos Hirmanos g= El

Salvador, (CDHES) no gurermarental.
* la Prensa Grafica (P.G.)
lrna e " L Dioyio de Hoy (.15 |
“ ElDiano €l Mondy (M. |
“ ! Diatio lafino  (p.L.)
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