Congress To Take Up Clean Air Legislation

The Congress will soon be taking up the Clean Air Act for reauthorization during the upcoming months. As
the time for consideration comes closer, two major proposals have evolved as the cornerstones of the debate: H.R.
5555, introduced by Rep. Waxman of California, which is strongly supported by environmental, consumer and
health organizations; and H.R. 5252, introduced by Rep. Luken of Ohio, is strongly supported by industry (par-
ticularly the automobile industry) and the Reagan Administration.

As the debate heightens, we must take special precautions that we do not retreat on the substantial improve-
ment which we have made in our air quality over the last decade. Any amendment to this very successful legislation
must clearly demonstrate that both the change is needed and workable and that the public health will not suffer
as a result. It is also important that whatever legislation is finally enacted, it must include tough controls on the
prevention of acid rain in the North East.

In order to help you further understand and follow this debate, I have included this short table which highlights
the general direction that each of these pieces of legislation takes:
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