Decenbar 12, 1875

Honorable John J. Hoakley
v.8. House of Representatives
Bashington, B.C. 20515

pear Congressman Moakloey:

A5 you are aware, there is a great deal of confusion
surrounding the logality of the ratification of the Fourtesnth
rmendment to the Constitution of the United States. By placing
South Boston High Schocl under receivership, thersby stripping
rhe duly-slected Boston School Committee of all statutory
powerg, Federal Judge W. Arthur Garrity haz only intensified
the confusion aot only among congtitutional lawyers and :
historians but among laymen. ' '

I fesl it is imperative at this time that the Congress take

- dmmediate.steps . to clavify the whole igssue of ‘dbe process of law
for all as guaranteed in the Fourteenth Amendment, and request -
that you, #s & Congreasional representative of the City of Boston,
co-aponsoy legislation with your colleagues from the HMassachusetis)
delegation to establish a special blue-ribbon commission com-
nosed of Congtlitutional lawyers and historians empowered to
investigate and report on the circumstances surrounding the
ratification of the Pourteenth ZAmendmént.,

I feel Congress has no greater priority at this time than
tox 1ift the veil of confusion surrounding the Fourtesnth
amendment so that due process of law for all may continue un-
encunbered by doubt on the part of those it was designed to
protect. '

Sipcerely, o
| ii:aﬁi;u»abm-45:;,';zﬁi&iing

Louise Day Hicks




