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PROCEEDINGS
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Lucia, if you could just
tell us a little bit about yourself, about your
education and your background.
MRS. DE CERNA: [Interpreted from Spanish] I

am called Lucia Barrera de Cerna. I'm 44 years old. T

went to sixth grade, elementary school. I worked with

the Jesuits.

”

. CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: What kind of work?
MRS. DE CERNA: My job is to clean, to sweep

and to mop.

Unitéd Stafes before?

MRS. DE CERNA: No.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Have you ever been on an
airplane before?.

MRS. DE CERNA: The first time was when we
flew here to come here.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. I know this is
going to be very painful, but if you could, just give
us the best way possible what happened the night when

you looked out the window and saw the men in the

GUMHGRESSMAN JUHN JOSERPH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Have you ever been in the
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military uniforms at the university.

MRS. DE CERNA: It is very painful tol
remember that, because it seems to me as if it was
happening again every time I remember it. It was early
in the morning of the 16th, Thursday the 16th, when we
heard--when we ségrted to hear shots, shots being

heard, in what we called the woods. Ahd Eﬁen the

shooting became more sporadic and then from the woods

-
F

it sounded like there was a confrontation there. And
then my husband woke me up and that’s when I started

hearing.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Where was she when she was -

observing this?

MRS. DE CERNA: . I was living in House 16,
which Father Ignq;éo Mar£i?g-Barro lent me to stay
there because I wgs--I came on Wednesdaf, because I was
fleeing from the war in Soyapango. Because since
Saturday we wére-not having any water thefe in
Soyapango. We didn’t have any food left. And in view
of the circumstances, I told my husband that 1 was
going to ask for help from my boss. And my regquest for

help consisted in asking them to put us up during the

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JO
| SEPH

PAPERS
MS 100
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time waiting for these war skirmishes to stop.

Because in my house there was shooting on
this side and on this side £oo, on both sides. On
Wednesday at six o’clock in the morning we left with a

white flag, because there was a stoppage of the

shooting for 24 hours.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: And she went to the
Casa 167? )
© uBS. DE CERNA: ﬁhen we arrived to the center
we then went to--
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: When you talk about'"the
céhﬁéé," yoﬁ aré taikihé-éﬁout.the Romefo.Center?

MRS. DE CERNA: No. The center of San

Salvador, the town. I’'m explaining this so that you

can understand it.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I appreciate that.

MRS. DE CERNA: And when we arrived to the
center of San Salvador I-told mf husband, look, we
ought to get some flour, because my husbaﬁd, when we
return back we do want to have a supply of flour,
because my husband has a little bakery where we live.

And we had some money along, because we were
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living. And I proceeded to call him from a public

3
5
expecting to spend it for the 'time that we were going
to be away. And since we have good relationship I knew
that we could buy on c¢redit this flour because they
would extend us a good credit and we would be received
with open arms,‘really, and go back home and have
enough flour for the supply we needed.
And after this flour business was settled, I
told my Pusband, look, let’s call Father Nachito and
tell Him what our circumstances are, because our

employers there in our country are open to listen to

our worries and problems that we encounter in the daily

telephone from the center of the town.

When I talked to him, -I knew that UCA--

THE INTERPRETER: She calls it UCA. UCA is
the Central American University.

MRS. DE CERNA: --because I worked at the
UCA, at the Central American University, and I knew
that -it was empty really, that nobody was there, except
the person who was in charge of the cleaning. The head
of the cleaning crew had a room there, but I knew that

the house was larger and that’s why I called the
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Father, so that--because I had the intention to have
him let us stay in this house for a few days.

When I talked to the Father, when I got him
on the phone, I told him, look Father, I am desperate,

and I am basically destitute because of this war. And

he was at the House 15, and he told me, don’t worry
about a fﬁing. And I told him, lccok it will take me a
few hour§ before I come to your place because there is
no transportation.

I theﬁ finished the conversation on the
phone; I hung up quickly and then we continued walkihg
and going up and up and up looking for the stop of the
101 bus. Because when there are strikes we know that
there are always trﬁcks there, or buses sometimes, that
are running. And then we got the transportation and we
went to Antigua Cuzcatlan, where my mother lives.

and my mother doesn’t have a house, she just

has a room. It is a room just for her. And I just

wanted to leave my things there, my suitcases, and then

.go to the Father's place. and I arrived at the

Father’s place, at the Father’s house, about two in the

afterncoon.
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CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: That’s Father Nacho?

MRS. DE CERNA: -Yes. And then I arrived to
House 15, and these are houses that I know personally
because I have been involved in the cleaning for them
before I started working at the University of Central

America. And when I rang the bell I was very happy,

because at the first ring the Father opened personally

very guickly. And then he said, woman, and he told me,

"pPlease be welcome, CcOme On, COme On.

And I told him, Father, please excuse me that

T come and bother you with my personal problems, but I

‘told you already how things are in Soyapango.

And he said, here we are, we are here to
serve you today fof you apd you will serve me tomorrow.
and we were talking and I told him, Father there is so
much shooting everywhere.

aAnd he told me, donft worry, here everything
is very calm. If you want to go there to the UCA, the
University of Central America, you can go in there.
Everything is very calm and quiét here.

And I told him, look, all that shooting that

is going on outside. And then he said, well, lock, as

" |
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a matter of fact the working women of the house have
not been able to come because they héte not been able
to leave Tecla. And then I told him, well, instead of
just being sitting here and waiting until they open the
UCA, the Univers%ty of Central America, then he said,

oh, to open the University of Central America, God

knows when they are going to open that one again.

Iﬁnd then I said, well, if your servants have
not codme, Father, why don’t you give me a place to live
and I will prepare fhe dinner for you. And he told me
just wait, just wait.

And then he asked me when are youidbmihg
back? And then I told him, well, I am going to go to
the casa antigua, that’s the old house, and then I'm
coming back, but I don‘t know exactly at what time I'm
coming back. But.before I told him that, I told him,
look, what a surprising fact this is, Father. This is
all lonely, there is not a soul around here. And
because the House 15 and House 16 were empty, without
anyone, and 15 and 16 are just one house.

And we entered. We went in there where the

chapel was of House 15. And he told me, oh, this room
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g
is just very dirty. And he told me, look, and here it
is quite cold, furthermore, because there is this water
here.
And we went through the door that divides

House 15 from House 16. And then he told me, look,

here are some wires where you can hang up the clothes,

so you go over there and wash the clothes and there is

also a--these are two rooms here, and one and a half

baths. And then he said, which room do you prefer,
this one or that one?

And I told him, look I would like this room

because this was the room that used to belong to Father

Jerez.

FATHER TIPTON: ‘I don’t mean to intérrupt,
but I know that we are on a time, and Lucia tells a
very long story. If it would be all right, I can help
kind of focus it for you.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, I tried to do that
twice, and I was--

FATHER TIPTON: Wéll, let me try to do it.
By the way, this is an undergraduate college student.

Tell Lucia that the Members of Congress are




A

L8
Tade”

MELLER REPORTING CO., INC.

307 C Sereet, N.E,

10

11

12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Wahingzon, D.C. 20002

10
very busy and they want to go'tp the real important
points.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: You can use the
translator.

FATHER TIPTON: But she’ll listen to him very
well. Go ahead:

MR. gEHERA: {Speaks in Spanish.]

FATHER TIPTON: Now tell her I said that.

* MR. TEHERA: [Speaks in Spanish.]

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, f was going to tell you
the whole thing.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Just tell ué'about'tﬁe
night that the shooting started.

MRS. DE CERNA: .We went to bed about seven
o’clock in the evening. And I was very tired, as well
as my husband was tired, and my daughter. We lay down
on two mattresses that the Father lent us, Nacho lent
us. And I fell asleep, becausé.I was very tired from
walking that much. And then we heard--I don’t know
what time it was--we heard this shooting or skirmishes,

or I don‘t know what you call it,

And I woke up because my husband touched me.
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And the shooting was then at the time in the woods

‘there. And I told myself, God, I said, they are going

to have a shooting confrontation here too. And then
there was some shooting in an area where we keep the

food. And after that shooting, sporadic shooting, we

-

heard that they were knocking at the residence. It was

not a soft knocking, it was a very heavy knocking.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: 'Was she looking out the
window at this time or was she still in bed?

MRS. DE CERNA: I was in bed. And then I

told my husband, my goodness, here they are coming—Fa(

F e e o

another pessesstingn £afel .

MR. GREATHEAD: No. What she is referring is
a search. There had been a search of the pastoral
center a few nights earlier on November 13th, and what
she was remarking to him is that this is not another

search.

MRS. DE CERNA: The Fﬁtﬁer had told me when
we arrived that afternoon, he had told me, don’t worry
about it--when we arrived on Wednesday--don't worry
about it, we are not going to have any more violence

because the boys already came to do the search and they
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closing doors, and they were shooting in the house.

12
were very polite and everything went all right.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: When did that search take

place?

MRS. DE CERNA: I didn’'t pay too much

attention. I don’t know exactly if he said one of

.

these days or if he told me on Monday. I don’'t

remember. But when the banging on the door was taking

place I was very surprised that they were going to do

- another search again. And then I became wide awake and

then you could hear a door bang on one side and another

door bang on the other side. They were opening and

They were shooting in the house.

And then I heard sdme soft voices, and the
voice that was the most pfominent one was the one of
Father Nachito.

And then this is what got me, these voices,
some of the things I could undersfand, others 1
couldn’t hear, and there is shooting. And that made me
say, dear Lord.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Nachito and Nacho is the

same fellow?
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13
THE INTERPRETER: Yés.
MR. GREATHEAD: 1It'’s Padre Nacho or Padre
Nachiﬁo.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. Is she still in bed
"while all this is going on, or is she looking out the
window? ‘
MRS. DE CERNA: At that time it got to me,
P
and I got ?P on‘Zha tip‘ff-my toes. I went to the
other ‘room and I looked through the window, not the
whole body out of the window, because I was-afraid. My
Whole body was cold.
' CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: How far away is éhé at
this point where from the éhooting is going on?
MRS. DE CERNA: Maybe 50 meters. I‘m not
sure. Because I can’t tell exactly how many metersf
THE INTERPRETER: That’'s about a 150 feet.
MRS. DE CERNA: But I suppose it was.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Were there any lights
~around at that time?
MRS. DE CERNA: There was no electricity

because I had tried to cook the meal in the evening,

because I had been lent a little kitchenette by Father
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14

Nacho, and I couldn’'t because'there_was no electricity.
The whole zone, the whole area was without
power. I got up on my tip toes. When I looked through
window, I didn’t get my whole face out of the window
because I was afraid.
I saw f%ve men standing at the main entrance
gate. And with the little bit of light there was, two

were looking towards me. They had clothes on that was

MR. GREATHEAD: .Spotted.
MRS. DE CERNA: Patches.
" MR. GREATHEAD: Camouflage.

MRS. DE CERNA: And the other three, I saw
tﬁat they had dark clothipg on.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Different from the other
!
ﬁyo?
| MRS. DE CERNA: They were not in the light of
the night and so I cannot tell fou; because they were
in the dark area

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: So they could have been
all wearing the same uniforms?

MRS. DE CERNA: The only thing I saw was two
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with patches. And further, it was dark because of the

darkness of the night.

THE INTERPRETER: Let me ask her a question.’

[Interpreter questions in Spanish. ]

THE INTERPRETER: I'm asking what these
patches are. ‘

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay.

MRS. DE CERNA: This is a material that they
wore, 'it is sort of a-uniform.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Camouflage suit?

MRS. DE CERNA: . That’s it. That’s a word

that I can’'t remember.

CHAIRMAN MQAKLEY: Okay.

MRS. DE CERNA: After I was lobking at them I
heard the Father talking inside. He wasn‘t shouting,
but he was speaking in a loud voice. It was Padre
Nacho, the one who was talking. And the two words that

: . o ) ~ ¢
I was hearing was "injustice” and hCa:ﬁ:ﬂ& |

-
MR. GREATHEAD: "Cﬁriifh" means carrion,
literally, and it is used in Castillian dialects as an

epithet. And we have translated it as meaning

. . h .. ) .. . ..
abomination. You know, this is an injustice, this is
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W
an abomination.

THE INTERPRETER: Right.
MRS. DE CERNA: And a little while after I
was hearing these voices, and those words were the ones

that I heard clearly. The other voices, there were

other voices but they were not loud and I couldn’t hear

exactly what they said.

I heard the voices. I distinguished the

Fl

~voice'of the Father. I had heard that voice many

_years, because I had been working for them. These men

went in there. Father didn’t talk any more. And the

~shooting increased. And then there was a silence, a

silence like when the night goes. And then I felt like

my legs didn’t cafry me any more. And I went to the
room where the mattresses were.
and sitting there I was hearing that they

were dragging furniture along, that they were dragging
things. And it was as if some china has been broken,
or glass, or sometﬁing they were pushing. And having
heard what had happened, I remained seated. And what
was I going to do? I was going back to sleep, or to

lie down. I was going to lie down. But when I arrived
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q to the room, I felt that my légs were not carrying me
V2 any more and that my body was frozen. I saw himlljbrsgl
J . [l “l

3 kthrough a little bit of the window, because we had
4 closed the curtains when we went into that room.

5 And I was going to look there, but then I

6 felt my body completely frozen. And he remained there,

7 but I sat down. And it was a matter of a few seconds,
8 and then he went down on his mattress, which was close
9 || to the wall over there. The girl, our child, was in

10 the middle, and I was on the.other side, on this wali
11 bf_the.same foom.

12 - “”..“Ahdnﬁﬁéﬁ”i-ééwihih, théflhémwas looking, and
13 véry quickly he then went down ;nd he lay down on his
14 ‘mattress and I did the same thing on my side.

15 ' CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All the time you are

16 talking about "he," you are talking about her husband,
17 Jorge?

18 | MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, §f course, my husband.
19 And going very quietly so that the mattress wouldn’t
RS 20 make any noise, because we were scared. We were sort
-21 of lying down, getting sort of comfortable, when the

22 first bomb, and then there was a second bomb that went

MILLER REPORATING CO., INC.
507 € Streer. NLE.
Nrashinmemn DT 2002
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UcCa, At the university, I never had the pleasure to

18
off.

MRS. DE CERNA: We did not see that and to
this moment we don't know where it happened. What we
did feel is that the room was shaking. |

CHAIRMAF MOAKLEY: Now, when you saw these
five men at the gate, wsé that the gate outside of
Father Nacho’'s room, or was that the front gate?

MRS. DE CERNA: Although I was working at

visit persbnally the new residence, because what they
had was a new res;dence. I arrived with Father Nacho
ggngﬁéméégééhoon, 6r éﬁening.. That was that evening -
when I arrived with Father Nacho where he‘said that he
was going to put me up in_the residence and that he was
going to lend me the two mattresses, but I hadn’'t
looked through the.whole house, only through that small
part there.

MR. GREATHEAD: If you would like, I can
explain just briefly thé lafout of the house.

The house, House 16 that Lucia and Jorge and
Geraldina were in that night, is about 40 or 50 meters

,
away from the new Jesuit residence. That is sort of a
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19
L—shaped building, and at one’'end there is a chapel.
Above the chapel there is a road that leads
to an entrance to the UCA. And then along the edge of
the building there is a covered walkway that has a gate

at one end and leads to the L-shaped area on the other

-

end. The bottom part of the L, which is here on the
side, is where the actual rooms that the various Jesuit
priests whq livgd in the pastoral center used for
sleeping quarters. Along this covered walkway, it
opens on to various service rooms.

.In the first of those rooms, ciosest to the
gate where.Lucia safs she saw the five men, is the room
in which thé cook_and her 15 year old daughter were
sleeping. The bodies of the priests were found on a
la%;—four of them were found on a.lawn at the other
end, two of them had been brought back their bedrooms.

The window that Lucia was looking from did
net havé a view of the actual residence because there
were bushes and a wall that obscured it. And all she
could see was part of the covered walkway and the -iron
gate at one end that blocked the path that ran around

the chapel through the walkway into the Jesuits’ normal
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‘1 residence. That gate is normdlly closed and locked.
2 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: So that’s where she saw

3 the soldiers, at that gate?

4 MR. GREATHEAD: Exactly.

5 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: And not outside of Father
6 Nacho's residence?

7 MR. GREATHEAD: ‘No.

8 : ‘CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did you read the report of

-

g the Ldwyers Committee?

10 | MRS. DE CERNA: No.
11 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Was it explained to you?
12 . . Father, do you refer to it as the Lawyers

13 Report.

14 FATHER TIPTON: We call it the Lawyers

15 Report, yes.

16 MRS. DE CERNA: Because since it is written
17 in English, we can’t understand it.
18 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Was it explained to her?

19 Was it read to her?

N 20 MRS. DE CERNA: Look, maybe they explained it
21 to us, but I don't remember.
22 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, I’'m just trying to

MILLER REPORTING CO.. INC.
507 C Sereer. NLE.
Washingeon, D.C. 20002
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see if she ag?aes with the report. I'm just trying to
establish that.

MRS. DE CERNA: Well, I would say yes,
because these are honorable people.

MR. GREATHEAD: She has not read the report,

-
-

and the report, which was just completed last Friday
and given to Father Tipton then, hasn't really been

read to her in detail.

Fl

v FATHER TIPTON: Congressman, T.J. did explain

it to her. He didn‘t go word for word, buﬁ she knew
about it.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. ﬁé‘i’l’;'"w'ha't I
wahtéd to get on the record is if she read Eﬁe report
and if she agrees with it‘and-does she waht to change
anything.

MR. GREATHEAD: You might ask her if she had
been interviewed by me and related to me both her
experienées in Salvador and her experiences in the

United States.

-~

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Yes, but that still
doesn‘t put that in the report.

MR. MURTHA: Mr. Chairman, you asked her if

e
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she had seen the soldiers. Did she come to the
conclusion they were soldiers?

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: No. All right. 1'11 ask
the ask.the question.
‘When she saw those people in the camouflage

suit, did she say they were soldiers?

MRS. DE CERNA: I thought so, because the
authority is the only people, they are the only people

who are allowed to go and do searches, perform

‘searches.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: But did she see any

~insignia or any badges or anything that would make her

‘believe that they were soldiers, any sergeant stripes

or lieutenant bars?

MRS. DE CERNA: I didn’t see any insignia or
badges. What I saw were something like this. It was
dark.

MR. GREATHEAD: She is referring to a cap.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: A visored cap?

[ 4
MRS. DE CERNA: We call them “}fachuchas.“ It

is a cap.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: She couldn’t see anybody’s
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face that she could identify?’

MRS. DE CERNA: No. It was at a distance.
There was a lohg distance there at night and T
couldn’t.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right.

-

MR. CROCKETT: Could we find out what the
distance was between her and these men that she saw?

QHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I think she stated it was
50 meters.

MR. CROCKETT: And what the lighting
conditions wefe?

' CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: She said there was no
lighting, very dark.

MR. CROCKETT: But I heard someone say you
had a walkway under a shed, and this gate was at the
end of that walkway.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Right. Ask her if there
was any lighting at all around the gate?

MRS. DE CERNA: There was no light.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Yes, there were no lights.
She testified to that. There were no lights.

MR. HOYER: Was there a moon?
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MRS. DE CERNA: It was just the moon.

MR. BONIOR: Was it a full moon?

MRS. DE CERNA: Almost full moon.

MR. MCHUGH: Mr. Chairman, just
specifically--l'p sure the answer is no--but she could
not identify or define facig} characteristics?

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: She said no.

/MR} CROCKETT: Did these men have anything in
their ‘hands, like guns, or any other object?

MRS. DE CERNA: They had a-rifle in their

hand. The only thing that I can testify, and because I

saw it, is that they had a rifle in their hand. And to

tell you exactly what kind of a rifle,'I'm not able to
tell you. I don't understand anything about pistols or
rifles or reveolvers,

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Now, if it’'s all right
with you, I‘'m going to move to Miami, unless anybody
wants to ask any more gquestions.

MR. MCHUGH: Did she see anyone else who
lived in the house, or the residence, othér than Father
Nacho?

MRS. DE CERNA: I didn’t see him. I didn’t
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see him, but I heard from Father Nacho that they had
sent them--the cook, the wife of one of the people, the
guardians there.

MR. GREATHEARD: Night watchmen.

THE INTERPRETER: Or watchmen.

-

MRS. DE CERNA: But I don’t know which
watchman, and I don‘t know what woman they are talking
about.

-

‘. MR. MCHUGH: Well, there was a--if I

.may--there was housekeeper and her daughter who were

living in tﬁis area and who were-killed.

' Did she see them or know where they were?

MRS. DE CERNA: I saw them him after the

curfew was stopped, at sig_q’clock in the morning. And
since we were in ﬁouse 16 and then there is a door that
leads to House 15, énd then there is a passageway that
then eventualiy goes to the UCA. And I woke up hefore
six o'clock‘in the morning, because I had a nightmare
and I dreamt that I saw Father Nacho under the doox, or
on the door sill, 1aughihg under the door there where

we were sleeping. But that was a nightmare 1 was

having.
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CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: When did she first know
that these priesté were killed?
MRS. DE CERNA: We got up. We went to the
room. My husband and I went to the room where we had
arrived, which also was empty. And there was a door

-

that was open that the day before Father Nacho had

:opened with a key so that I could go and get the two

mattresses outbt.
And after that I went into the bathroom. And
he went to the room that had been lent to us. And

.

after awhile I got out and I saw that my husband was

talking to somebody on the other side. And I asked

him,;listen, who are they? Who are they?

And then I saw Fhém. They were the watchmen,
and I said hello. And because I know them, because
they worked for the university also. They were
talking. They were talking about this, but in very few
words. They just told him--I heard that they told him
that there were some bundles somewhere.

And I combed myself and I told him, look,
let’s go, let’s go and see. Aand we went. And we went

to the residence. And that door was open, that one
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Fhat goes to the chapel.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: At this time was she
afraid that she may bump into soldiers?
MRS. DE CERNA: No. Because the curfew was
other,
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: What time was this now?

MRS. DE CERNA: Six o‘clock in the morning.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: So the curfew was over at

1 six o“clock?

- MRS5. DE CERNA: Yes,
MR. BONIOR: ©But it was still dark?
MRS. DE CERNA: No, it was light. And when

they were talking about the bundles that the watchmen

were talking about, I had told my husband, look, let’s

hurry up, let’s go.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Why was she so excited
about looking at bundles?

MRS.-DE CERNA: You know, after having seen
what I saw that night I was afraid. I was curious, and
I wanted to know, and I was afraid what might have
happened in the house that night.

CHAIRMAN MOARKLEY: Did she think these
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bundles might have been dead people?

MRS. DE CERNA: No, until that time I didn’t
imagine that they could be dead people.

CHATRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, then again, why

would she want to run from the house at six o’clock in

-

the morning to look at some bundles some workmen said

that they saw?

'MRS. DE CERNA: You know, I was upsef. How

-

.can I'tell you? I was anxious. When one is anxious

like that. We went with my husband and my daughter,

and in the first room I was scared because there were

two women in there. The only thing I saw is dné had a

broken leg. And in the other room I saw a big table
with chairs. And there next to it was a little small
room where there was some furniture and everything was

open there.

And then I looked up on the hill, up where
the steps were. I saw the blue.shirt that Father Nacho
had been wearing the night, the evening before.

And I said, look, I told my husband, look at
that. That looks like Father Nacho. And then my

husband told me, look, take the little girl here back,

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JO
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because a littlelgifl shouldn’t be seeing these things,
because she is going to have a shock. And then T
encountered one of the watchmen, who then went with my
husband to see what they found.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEf: Did you report this to
somebody? Did she report these murders, or killings?

MRS. DE CERNA: I waited for them there at
the door,_at the open door, at the door where the

chapel is. And I told him, look, come out.

And then again we went to the House 15, and

we went into House 16. And then I told him, look, I'm

going to go and tell this to the Fathers. I am going
Thoa,
to go and tell it to Father Ebbes. And that is about

one block away from House 16.

I took my little bag with the documents, with
the ID, and I went out on to the street. And when I
rang at the gate, the gate was opened by Father

Pedrosa.

He opened the door of the house, the entrance
there. I said, Father, good morning. And he said,

Lucia, how are you.

I told him, look, there is something terrible
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has happened. I‘m coming from the house back there.

Don’t you know that I was allowed to stay here, that

the Father allowed me to stay yesterday? And there I

was already on the sill of the door of the priest. And
--[Fbl_'_} . Sﬂ»é[""g .

there was Father ifbes, Estrada and Synﬁg. And they

heard what I said, and I told him, look, the shooting

_yesterday, it was inside the house. Go. You ought to

go. Go and see the priests over there.

I told him look, they are dead, because he

“had already told me what he had seen there.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Who did she actually see
that was dead? |

MRS. DE CERNA: Father Nacho.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: That’s the only one?

MRS. DE CERNA: Because of the distance at
which I had remained.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Right.

MR. GREATHEAD: Well,:there was actually the
two women that she initially saw that she described as
having a broken leg..

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, you could see that the

leqg was completely destroyed.
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CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Yes, but they were dead?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. I didn’t know who they
were.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did her husband see the

other dead priests at that time?

-

MRS. DE CERNA: He and a watchman, yes,
because they went up there.

' CHA;RMAN MOAKLEY: So when she left she knew

that all those priests were dead then?

MRS. DE CERNA: No, he told me, they have

killed all the prieéts.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: So she knew that before
she went to this other priest’s house?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, because he had told me,

"my husband had told it to me.

and then one of the priests, and I don’'t knoé‘
which one, asked me, what about Segundo, and he was
mentioning Father.Segundo Montgﬁi I told him, I don’'t
know, because I haven’t seen him.

And then at that time this Provincial Father

was coming and he was putting on his shirt. He was

coming from where he sleeps. They took the keys. He
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opened the gate and left with another priest. And I
remember then that there was a rather small man there
under the door there on the sill.
And I remember there was this man 6f small

stature, and I had such an appreciation for the priests

that I knew that I didn’'t pay attention to this man, to

this small man. I just remember he had some denim

cloth trousers on. And then he said, look, it was a

-

miracle that I was saved, because my wife and my

daughter have died.

And when that was going on Father Estrada
told me, look, we cannot keep fou any longer, Lucia,
because we are in danger and it is better for you to
leave.

And I went to the House 16, following my
husband, and there he was in sort of a garage where
they keep the car.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: She went back to 167

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, I returned to 16.

and I told him look, we have to leave here
because they cannot put us up any ionger here. Let’s

take all the things out.
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CHAIRMAN MOQKLEY: Did anybody tell her to
-report this crime, since she was obviously the first
one on the scene?
MRS. DE CERNA: Nobody told me to report it.
Nobody told me.

il

MR. GREATHEAD: Let me just interrupt. It
was Lucia‘'s reaction to report it to the priests who, I
think she gorrectly assumed, would take thé necessary
:steés?' It is not normal for an average Salvadoran to
‘report a deﬁd body in Bl Salvador.

THE INTERPRETER: And she said, "My first
reaction was to go and tell it to the priests. We
.thought.they were.éll one brotherhood."..

CHAIRMAN ﬁOAKLEY: Okay. All right. So then
at some stage you decided to repoft it to somebody else
besides the priests?

MRS. DE CERNA: I didn‘t do it. I didn’'t
report it. The only fhing I did was to take out the
mattresses that Father had lent me, and my clothing.

MR. GREATHEAD: If you want to hear about

this we could jump ahead to the next Monday when she

returned to the UCA to go to work.
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CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. The only

reason is that I know that you have got an appointment,

"and I'm sure that members have got other places to go!

what I’'d like to do--the story is a very

interesting story, but we just have so much time.

-
-

MR. GREATHEAD: Let me just-~she ultimately

told the director to tell--
‘CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. Ms. Hernandez?
?_ MR. GREATHEAD: Right.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: ﬁhen did she mee£ ﬁer?

MR. GREATHEAD: The following Monday at the
._uﬂh;ﬂ__ o '

Provincial‘s home, she returned to the UCA to work.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: when she was going back to

work?

MR. GREATHEAD: She was going back to work.

Father Tojeira encountered her and said, I want you teo

'speak to this woman, you can speak to her in

o
confidence. It was Maria Jul%ﬁ Hernandez, the Director

vy
of Tutethegal, who arranged for her to go, after
hearing the story, to get asylum in the Spanish

Embassy, where she gave her declaration to the

Salvadoran judge.
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CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Why did she choose the

Spanish Embassy.

MR. GREATHEAD: She did not choose anything.

This >

There was apparently arranged by Tute%‘Legal and the

Archbishop. Lucia just followed the instructions that

-

she was given as to where to go.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. Is there any

.objéction if I move ahead to get her leaving the

cqqntﬁy?
~ MR. MCHﬁGH: May I ask one guick question?
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Sure enough.

'MR. MCHUGH: ﬁhen she arrived at the
university before the killings, was the university
under.military control? Did she have to pass through
some military people to get where she was going?

MRS. DE CERNA: The university was closed
pecause of the war. I went through the gate of the
. | -
university, because it is a street called Cantahlﬁco,
where the two residences of the priests are. And I

hadn‘t realized that everything was empty there, that

nobody was there, until I knocked and the Father

opened.
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MR. GREATHEAD: Ask 'her whether before
arriving at the university she had to pass by military
units of any kind?
MRS . bE CERNA: ©No, that day there were no

military, no soldiers, as I call them. In the morning

when we left with our.belongings it was with soldiers
there. ﬂ

FHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. So
Ms. Hernaﬁdez asked you to.go to the Spanish Embassy?

"MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. After I talked to.her
she.decided that, bggause I didn’t know it.

CHAIRMANIMOAKLﬁiz All fiéht. How did yoﬁ
decide to cqme_to the United States? I understand.
france and Spain both offéred you asylum.

MRS. DE CERNA: Because they said that we
were going to make a stop in Miami, and looking at the
map, that doesn’t look as far away from El Salvador if
we once decide to go back.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: So she picked Miami
because it was closer?

MRS. DE CERNA: It is cleoser to El Salvador

if we want to go back some day
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CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: ﬁhen she was flying back
to Miami on the plane did anybody question her about
what she saw?
MRS. DE CERNA: There was a journalist. He
said he was French, but since these are rather

n

confidential'things I was not going to tell it to just

anyone.

CﬁAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did she talk to anyone on

the’plane;

| MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. I was talking general
thihgs.without any importance. And when the subjec£
w%s'brushed a bit closer and the Minister'of'F;ance was
in there. And I knew.that he was a very-reépectablé
man. And then I asked him for the permission if I
could tell this man that was traveling with him, if I
could tell him about things that I had declared. And
the Minister said no, no.

CHAiRMAN MOAKLEY: Did she have any
conversation or does she know the name Richard
Chidester?

MRS. DE CERNA: They call him Mister?

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: The American that was on

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
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the plane.
MRS. DE CERNA: Mr. Richard. When we were on
the'plané 1 didn‘t know that he was called
vMr. Richard," but in those days when we stayed in a

hotel room, that’s when I learned.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: When you were in the hotel

room, did you talk to Mr. Richard then?

'ﬂRS. DE CERNA: In a way. He used to come
and ask what we wanted to eét, because we were eating
in the room.

CHAIRMAN MQAKLEY:' Okay.

IMRS. DE CERNA: And in the ﬁorning we used to
go to the breakfast room of the hotel, but we always’
went Qith that Mistér.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. Did
Mr. Richard ever ask her anything about what she saw
that night in El Salvador?

MRS. DE CERNA: More or less he knew it

already.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: $o he didn’t ask her
anything about 1it?

MRS. DE CERNA: No, personally he didn’'t ask
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anything.
MR. MURTHA: Joe, when did she appear on TV,
I mean, her picture was on TV?
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: We have some information

that she appeared on international TV. When did they

-

take those pictures?

MRS. DE CERNA: Maybe it was yesterday.

" MR. GREATHEAD: I don’t think she is aware of

-

that. -

FATHER TIPTON: She is not aware of that,

Congressman.

‘MR. GREATHEAD: It was When she was
disembarking from the French governmeﬁt aircraft in
Miami that apparently it was Gideotaped.

FATHER TIPTON: Well no, there actually was a
French photographer on board the plane that was taking
photographs. Chidester told he went and tried to stop
the guy and the Minister says, oh, no, there is no
problem, this is for. It turns out that it was sold to
CNN and CBS by this French guy that was on the plane.
That‘s how it got out.

MR. MCCLOSKEY: It appeared to be at the
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‘1 airport in El Salvador, and he followed her right into

2 | ‘the plane in a very close facial coverage.

N 3 - CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay.
4 MRS. DE CERNA: I don’'t know anything about
5 that.

6 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: You were interviewed--she

7 was interrogated by three men?

8 MRS. DE CERNA: Yes.

9 _ :‘ CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY}  Did_yoqun0w any.of these
10 men? | | |

ii | MRS. DE CERNA: Do'yOu mean the interrogatory

12 of FBI?

13 || CHAIRMAN MbAKLEY: Yes.

.14 ‘MRS. DE CERNA: Ygs, they interrogated me.
15 [ They gquestioned me.

16 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: You were questioned by

17 Lt. Col. Jorge Rivas Mejia?

18 | MRS. DE CERNA: On Tuesday.

19 CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: How was he introduced to
N 20 you first?
21 MRS. DE CERNA: Well, they didn’t really

22 introduce him to me. They didn’t do it.

MILLER REPORTING CO.,, INC.
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(YT BN ¥ PR

v i AL il

Rt e

coaalldebe.s . -

LYW 3 5 A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
. .20
‘21

=22
MILLEH REPOATING CO., INC,

107 C Sueet. NLE.
Washingtea, D.C. 20002

41
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Was hé dressed in military
uniform or civilian clothes?
MRS. DE CERNA: Civilian clothes.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLE?: Did they introduce him as
"doctor™?

MRS . ﬁE CERNA: Doctor.
CﬁgiRMAN MOAKLEY: They introduced.him as
"doctor*“?

. r:uRS;_DE CERNA: Doctor. But after Tuesday
where we went_to picking him up at the hotel, that was
not the hotel where we had stayed.

TCHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Right.’

MRS. DE CERNA: That was on Tuesday.
 CHATRMAN MOAKLEY? Right.
MRS. DE CERNA: But on Monday I had already
been questioned. It was the same story, six o’clock in
the morning when I went up there.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. She was first
questioned by two FBI men without the doctor being
present; is that so?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. And then ﬁhere was

another interview in the hotel room that were other
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people, not the FBI, and I don’t know if it was on
Friday or Saturday.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. Just the first
interview we are talking about with just the two FBI

people.

-

MRS. DE CERNA: That was on Friday, or

Saturday, following the day we had arrived to Miami.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: How long was that

”

interview?

MR. GREATHEAD: Excuse me. She was

interviewed briefly in her hotel room by either Sanchez

or Riverc. The first formal interview was on Monday.

And I ﬁhink if you ask her abbut the interview on
Mﬁnday, to descrihe that, she will.

MR. OBEY: Wait, I'm confused there. When
was tge first time she was interviewed by anfbody?

MR. GREATHEAD: Well, apparently over the
weekend in her hotel room there.were some informal
questioning.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: By the two FBI people?

MR. MURTHA: Let’s let her answer.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: That’'s what I want.
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‘MR. GREATHEAD: All ‘right. II didn’t want her
to be confused about the first déy.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, we'll take it &ay by
day.
The first day that she was interviewed in the

hotel room by th; twd FBI people?
MRS.Haﬁ CERNA: Was it Monday or Saturday?
There are so-many days. |
- ,CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Just the first interview,
is all I'm interested in.
Was it jﬁst ﬁhe two FBI people ét that timé?'

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: That was Sanchez and

Rivero?

MRS. DE CERNA: They came in through the room
of the Mister.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Through what room?

MRS. DE CERNA: Of the Mister.

MR. GREATHEAD: When she says "mister," she’'s
referring to Richard Chidester.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY:  Okay. They came from his

room?
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MRS. DE CERNA: Because our room was divided
by just a door.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. It was
adjoining rooms. Okay.
Tell me, did you tell them at thét time the

-

same story you told us here?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, and it is the same thing
I declared over there.

. CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: How did they treat her?

MRS. DE CERNA: Like any well-mannered person

who introduced themselves and said, I am so and so.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: They were polite?

MRS. DE CERNA:- Well, at first you don't
catch the name.exactly.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. But they
didn’t challenge what you were saying, they just asked

you gquestions and let you answer them in your own

words?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. They just listened to

me, yes.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. When was the

second time you spoke to these people?
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MRS. DE CERNA: Monday.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Who was present at that
time?

MRS. DE CERNA: The two people, the two men,

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: The same two people.

MRS. Dé~CERNA: Yes.

CHAIRﬁAﬁlﬁOAKLEY: What did they question you
about that day?
QRS._DE CERNA: The same, because in the
hotel the intéfview was véry short. Because they asked
about what I héa seeﬁ over théré.

CﬁAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. Did they have
a tape recorder going while they were talking to hef?

MRS. DE CERNA: Mohday, I didn’t pay any
attention it--1I didn’t notice 1f they had one or not..
I didn't pay any aptention.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: So there wasn't a
polygraph macﬁine there either af that time?

MRS. DE CERNA: That was on Wednesday.

CHATIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. What was the next

time you talked to these men?

MRS. DE CERNA: The next day, Tuesday
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afternocon.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: And there were just two of

them?
MRS. DE CERNA: That’s where the doctor--
CHAIRMAN MOAKRKLEY: That’s where the doctor
came in. And th;t’s when you first met the doctor?
MRS. DE CERNA: We had picked him up in th;u
morning. |

. _CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY : All right. Now, what kind
of questions did they ask that day?
MRS. DE CERNA: That I should start talking

and telling the story. That I shduld start telling.

.And that afternoon, since they had interrogated my

husband in the morning, I waé'questioned about three
o‘clock in the aftexrnoon.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: How long were you
questioned for?

MRS. DE CERNA: Very short.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Was it the same questions
that you had before?

MRS. DE CERNA: Well, there it was not
questions that they asked, but they just told me to
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tell my story, just talk, talk, converse.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. And she told
her story?
MRS. DE CERNA: Well, I told it when I

arrived to the hotel. I told it on Monday, and I told

-

it on Tuesday when they asked me

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: And it was all the same
story? |
*  MRS. pE:CERNA: The same story.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY? Okay.

MRS. DE CERNA: On Tuesday they let me talk

 ﬁery little. And we had to wait for them for a long

£ime, so by 4:15 we were out. It was a short session.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEf: Okay. when was the next
time you talked to them? | |
MRS. DE CERNA: The next day, Wednesday.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Is this the day they put
the machine OA her? |
MRS. DE CERNA: Yes.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: IS this the first day?
MRS. DE CERNA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did the questions of the
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FBI change at all?
MR. GREATHEAD: She misunderstood this
guestion.
MRS. DE CERNA: It was different because of

the pressure. They scared me, and I have hypertension

-

and I;m very excitable, I suppose. And when, for
instance, we are talking like this and they suddenly
open a door, I get scared.

- CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. Well, what
kind of guestions wgre they asking that she would get
scared that day that she wasn’'t scared the three
previous.days?

' MR. GREATHEAD: Well, wait a minute. I doﬁ't
think she testified that she wasn’'t scared the three
previous days.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay.

THE INTERPRETER: Should I ask her the
qﬁestiou?

MR. GREATHEAD: I don’t want you to assume
something that I don’t believe was there.

MR. MCCLOSKEY: I think she is basically

testifying that all the guestions were proper in
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context.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. Let’s go.
The questions on this day, were they
different than the questions the two or three previous

days?

MRS. DE CERNA: I started talking again.
That I shquld start telling what happened from the

momént I ;eft Soyapango. And we arrived to the point

"where ] said that'we_had reached the downtown area, the

center. And then they asked gquestions that I hadn‘'t

"said.

CHAIRMAﬁ MOAKLEY: I don’‘t undEIStand..

MRS. DE CERNA: They asked me if I was a.spy
of the priests.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Who asked this questiﬁn?

MRS. DE CERNA: I remember that it was a
colonel who asked it.

CHAiRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. Aﬁﬁ what other
gquestions did they ask that were different than béfore?

MRS. DE CERNA: And then they asked some
other questions which I don‘t remember exactly right

now.
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MR. MCCLOSKEY: Did'any of them refer to FMLN
ties or working for the insurrection?

MRS. DE CERNA: No. Other things, but I just
don’t remember them. But they were--they were

disagreeable questions for me.

el

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: This is the first time
that she had the machine on?

gRS. DE CERNA: No. When we were talking
like that, Sanchez o?ened the door and he stamped his
foot and he scared me.

And he:asked me, "Estrada, is he a guerrilla
or isn’t he a gﬁerrilla?“

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Who? What was the name?

MRS. DE CERNA: Estrada.

MR. GREATHEAD: Estrada.

FATHER TIPTON: One of the Jesuit fathers in
El Salvador.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. He asked if he was
a guerrilla?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. I told him, no, sir.

They are professors of the university, UCA. And for me

they are very kind people. And then I felt great fear.
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I can’t even tell you about it, because I just had

become scared of them.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: At the same time they were

gi#ing you the exam, did they have the tape recorder

going?

MRS. DE CERNA: When they scared me, when

. they started making another question, asked another

question about this matter, that what had I seen at

F
-

that window, that I had already mentioned to them an

infinite number of times.. Then I had become scared of

these men. I didn’t have any confidence any more.

And then I said, no, sir, 1 ddn't_knbw
anything. Dom“t.ask-me any more questions, I don't
kxnow anything.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Mr. Obey.

MR. OBEY: You say you became.scared and YOU
had no confidence in them. When-did that happen? When
did your feelings change about thém?

MRS. DE CERNA: From that Tuesday when they

[Sorac A
interrogated himwfrom about 8:30 in the morning to 2:30

in the afternoon, and that he came out shaking.

MR. OBEY: Why were you shaking? What
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happened?

MR. DE CERNA: [Interpreted from Spanish.]
The interrogations were very heavy on me, or were very
demanding on me, stressful on me. The guestions they

asked is that how she was making money there where she

was working, How was she working there?
That who had paid us to say what we were

saying? Who had forced us to say what we were saying?

- MR. OBEY: Who asked that question? Was that

the FBI people or the doctor?

-HR. DE CEﬁNA? .FBI._

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Sanchez?

MR. DE CERNA: - Sanché;z, -yés. Detective
Sanchez, yes. Bécausg he‘asked me--under jreat
pressure he asked me why on earth my wife would have
gone to look through the window in the other room and I
wouldn’t have done it, and I would have allowed her to
do this,-I being a man.

And he said, either you are effeminate, and I
don't believe that you are efféminate because. you have
a beard and you have sideburns.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Again, was this Sanchez?

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPYH
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MR. DE CERNA: Sanchez, vyes. Thatfs tﬁe way
he told it. Because he didn’t believe that my wife had
been looking through the window, but until that time I
hadn’t said that I had been looking through that window

in our xroom.

-

CHAIRMAN MOAKﬁEY: Why hadn't he said that he
had been looking through égé window in his room?

MR. DE CERNA: In El Salvador I didan’t
declare-~I did not say ;haﬁ_l had seen it, because we

had decided among us two here thatlshe should be the

_one who was going to make the declarations.

MR, OBEY: Why was that?

..MR. DE CERNA: Because in our very modest way
we thought that what she had seen was interesting aﬁd
what I had seen would not be interesting, and that
there might be other people that could contribute
something of interest to this matter.

MR.-MURTHA: Wwhat did he see?

MR. DE CERNA: When she was coming back from
the room that she was in, and came back to our room,
she didn‘t tell you at what time she had come back, but

it was about one o‘clock, or a little bit after one
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o’clock in the morning.

From the window_where I was looking I could
not see--I couldn’t observe to where she was able to
observe from the other room. When I was here, and I
only moved a part of the curtain that was covering the
window and the ;indow was partly open. And that’s--we
had it a little bit open during tﬁe night.for the

ventilation of the room.

) MR. MURTHA: S0 he was looking through

another window and didn’t see anything, and this is the

reason he decided not to say anything?

MR. DE CERNA: No. When she was entering the
rooﬁ i didn’'t see her. I heard'her'sﬁeps in.the room,
and I was looking'throﬁgh the Qindow ét that moment,
and I saw there were seven or eight men walking, taking
long steps. All these men that I saw through that
iittle bit that I was looking out on, they were coming
from the'resiéence of the priests, and they were going
towards the west, going towards those woods that I was
mentioning before.

They all had the same uniform. It was dark.

You could see--it was dark--because of the scarce light
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of the moon. They had rifles and they had caps on.

THE INTERPRETER: And he makes this movement.
[Demonstrating.])
MR. DE CERNA: And that’'s what I saw. And

then I tried to go down and lie down on the mattress

-

“that I had. And I had just gotten off the mattress

just to open a little bit to sée what I saw.
Mgf MURTHA: Could you recognize any of them?
. MRT'DE_CERNA; 'Thé face of none, no. Not
one. The kind of weapbn,.néithéf, no;

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Can I ask, why did she

'1look out a window in another room, since they were both

sleeping on thé—same.mattreés?
| MRS . ﬁE CERNA: IOn the same mattress did you

say?

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Were they sleeping on the
same mattress?

MR. DE CERNA: No. It.was in the same room,
but on different mattresses.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. They were both
in the same room?

MR. DE CERNA: The three of us.
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CHATRMAN MOAKLEY: Did she leave that room to
go to another room to look.out thé window?

MR. DE CERNA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, let me ask her.

why didn‘t she just look out the window in
her room? Why did she go to énother room?

MRS; DE CERNA: Because we have a certain
respect {or each'other, and if he is sleeping I’'m never
going*to step over him.

| CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Even if there's machine
guns going off? | |

MRS. DE CERNA: The house was full, and the
shooting was very strong. -

MR. MURTHA: Let me go back and ask one
question.

MR. GREATHEAD: Let me interject something.
The other room had a better view of the pastoral center
than the réom that they were sleeping in.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well then, why didn’'t he
look out the room with the better view, then?

MR. GREATHEAD: Because he didn’t want to get

out of bed because their daughter was sleeping between
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them and they were deathly afraid that she would wake
up and cry out and call attention to them. If you ask
him that, he’ll tell you.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. John Murtha.
MR, HUR?HA: Your wife said that she thought

they were soldiers because earlier they had been

'searching the place.

gould'you tell if these were soldiers or in
any way identify who they might be?

MR. DE CERNA: Well, I saw people in uniform,

_in uniform with rifles, in uniform and all with the

same cép. And with.some bélté coming down like this.
An& that’s Qhaﬁ I was able to see in the distance. I
couldn’t identify fhe rifles. I wouldn’'t be able to
bécause_of the distance.

MR. ﬂURTHA: Did you think they were
soldiers?

MR..DE CERNA: At the beginning I thoudht 50,
for one reason. That area had been controlled by the
military from earlier that day. And there was a curfew
starting at six o’clock in the afternoon, and no person

was able to circulate there any more.
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CHAIRHAﬁ MOAKLEY: But I think the record
shows that they never said they were soldiers, they
said they thought they could have been soldiers.
MR. MURTHA: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Tell me, were you

threatened if you didn’t tell the truth that you would
be sent back to Salvaddr?

MRS. DE CERNA: When I changed version, I did
change the version, it was because I had been pressured
and because I was desperate.

MR. OBEY: When did she change the Vétsioﬁ?

MRS. DE CERNA: On Wednesday.

' MR. ‘OBEY: During the polygraph?

MRS. DE CERNA: No.

MR. OBEY: Or before?

MRS. DE CERNA: No. I didn’t know that that
machine existed. I finished the version, and they told
me to tell the story since I ieft Soyapango. And I
invented whatever I was able to invent, because I
didn’'t want to be bothered any more.

CHATIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, she didn’t want to

be bothered. Was she afraid that they may send her
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back because they didn’t beliéve her?
MRS. DE CERNA: No. Not afraid, no. .It

wasn‘t fear.
MR. MCCLOSKEY: Mr. Chairman, could she state

in her own words why she changed hexr story, and at any

-

point did she receive any threats or any frightening

statements from anyone?
MRS. DE CERNA: I was scared since Tuesday,

that he,'being a man, had come out shaking. And he

being my husband, I know him very well. And it isn'f

too easy to écare a mén..

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, did she change her
story because she thought that they would be treated
better, §r was she afraid that something would happen
to her husband unless she changed her story?

MRS. DE CERNA: No. I changed my story so
that they would not continue quéstionihg me like they
had been doing before, because eferything I told them
they didn't believe it.

MR. GREATHEAD: Mr. Chairman, I would like to
interject something here. It may be lost on the

members of this committee, but she is describing
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Wednesday, the thirdvday of what in effect was a
‘custodial incommunicado interrogation. These two
people had been taken every morning, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday morning, to an FBI office.

One would first be questioned while the other

remained in a room taking care of four year old

Geraldina, who was still wearing the clothing that she

“had on when she left Salvador. It was as custodial as

’

‘any interrogation could be of any incarcerated person.
-Every night they were taken back'at 5:00 or 6:00 to a

 hotel that they could not leave. It was incommunicaab

Ibecause they were not permitted or'given any
bpportunity'to call a priest,-ﬁﬂlaﬁyer, or anybody
else. |

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I understand.

MR. GREATHEAD: And I don't want you to lose
the flavor of the circumstances they were in.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I understand that, but I'm
just wondering what‘s going on in her own mind at this
time. That‘s what I'm trying to find out.

MR. MCCLOSKEY: I think we all understand

what you are saying and what she is saying, but I guess
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the question did not ask him if he had specifically
been threatened or did he ever advise his wife to
change the story. I understand they had an evening
conversation as to changing the stories, but

specifically, how bad was his treatment?

MR. DE CERNA: Yes, that’s it. The way they

treated her and the pressure they put on her was as if

they were treating a man. That was starting Tuesday-

-

- Monday she gave her correct declaration, the same way

as she had done in El Salvador.

MRS;IDE.CERﬁA:. Aﬁd.és I dia it in the hotel.

MR. DE CERNA: Thé same declaration I made in
El Salvador, the same declaration I gave it---

.MRS. DE.CERNA: Tuesday, all morning.

MR. DE CERNA: Yes, Tuesday. When they were
interrogating me in a very hard manner, harsh manner,
the Colonel Rivas, he.told me, the agent, the FBI agent
Rivero, told Qe, it depends on.your declarations, it
depends on your declarations to see if you are going to
stay here or you go back to El Salvador.

And that's when the pressure against me

started. The FBI agents, Rivero and Sanchez.
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MR. MCCLOSKEf: I think obviously they were
saying the less he knew the more likely he would stay
in the United States?
MR. DE CERNA: ©No. They didn’t say that.
No. The only thing that they told me is, look,
according to yod; declaration, it depends on your

declaration if you stay here oxr you go back to

El Salvador.

- MR. MCCLOSKEY: Let me ask, what type of

‘declaration were they urging then?

MR. OBEY: What did he think they meant by -

"this?

MR. GREATHEAD: Why don’t you -ask whether he
thought the interrogators believed the story that Lucia
had been telling up to that time?

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I think she answered that
already, that she believed that they didn’t believe the
story-

MR. GREATHEAD: Well, I think that it is that
element of disbelief that was leading them to conclude
that they wanted to hear something else. |

MR. MCCLOSKEY: Well, what sort of
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declaration was he thinking tlhey wanted in order for
ﬁim not to go to El Salvador?

MR. DE CERNA: You could see the big
difference there was, the way they changed when she
changed her declaration. You could see the change.

MR. MCCLOSKEY: So when she said she knew
nothing,.in effect it got better?

| .'Mﬁ. DE CERNA: Yes.

-
#

:  MR. MURTHA: Let me ask, did they say that if

you weren’t telling the truth? Is that what they said N

to you, that they didn’t believe you were telling the

‘truth and they wanted the truth?

.MR..DE CERNA: Yes,.that's it. They didnft
believe tﬁat she had seen, and if she had seen it why
hadn’t I seen?

NOQ, there were no tortures. It was only
pressure. It was oral pressure, with words. It was
not with tortures and things.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did they use the exact
words, "If you are not telling the truth you are going
to be in trouble,"” or something like that? They didn‘'t

use that, did they?
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MR. DE CERNA: Né. "But we apalyzed it that
way.
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Yes.. They just felt that
they didn’t believe them?

MR. DE CERNA: Yes. And then with the little

-

girl here, we arrived there at eight o’clock in the

ﬁorning‘and wg would end up at six or seven o‘clock in
ﬁhe afternoon coming out of those offices.

'13;”' éHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did you ever ask to_talk
to é priest or anybody eise during this whole
intérrogatidn? |

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. I asked on Thu;sday.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did youw ask for éﬁy
épecific p;iest?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. The people, the priests
that had come to reqeive us at the airport on the
Thursday night.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: And what was the answer

" they gave you?

MRS. DE CERNA: I know that they knew the
number of this priest, because on Sunday they contacted

Father Escavez. And then they told me, look, we are
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going to change your hotel, wé are going to move to

another hotel. And then it was a great surprise--we
don’t know the number, we don‘t know the name of the
hotel--but then to my great surprise we just changed

floors in the same hotel.

-

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did anybody ever tell you
that you didn’t have to take that lie detector exam?
MR. GREATHEAD: She didn’t finish that

question; but_; think if you ask her on Thursday what

the response of the agent was who she asked?

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I thought she said he lost

the number?

THE INTERPRETER: Would you.ask the question,
pleaéé.

MR. GREATHEAD: I don’t think she answered
that.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: What was the agent’'s
response when you asked to contact the priest?

MRS. DE CERNA: Nobody knew the number.

MR. MURTHA: What Thursday was this?

MRS. DE CERNA: You know, I don’t know what

Thursday it was, because we had been so many days there
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in the hotel. And the onlyvthing we knew is that in
the morning it was 1igh£ and at night it was dark, and
that's when we came out.

MR. MURTHA: My question was, she came on a
Thursday, if I remember. This was the second Thursday?

MRS. DE CERNA: It‘s the Thursday of the week

‘when they were interrogating us.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: The second one. But

didn‘t they call this priest originally? Didn‘t they

have this number originally? Didn't they contact this

‘priest when they first supplied you the information?

MRS. DE CERNA: Well, it was the day when 1
went to fetch the clothes, because the Father was going
to sup?ly us with some élothing. And I ﬁanted them to
get in touch with him.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Well, but I thoﬁght
somewhere along the line that she said that they had
the number, b;t they said they lost it?

MRS. DE CERNA: No, they didn’t say that to
me, no.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I'm sorry, my mistake.

Did they inform you that you could have
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somebody there, a lawyer or a'priést, while they were
asking you questions?

MRS. DE CERNA: At no time did they mention
any of those things.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Did they tell you that

taking that test was a voluntary test?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, they did. They told me

it was voluntary. And then I said, well, if it was

‘something that could corroborate what I was saying,

tﬁen.I was véry willing to do it.

MR. OBEY: You.said you changed your story
aftef you thought that they wanted you to. Is that
right? | —

MRS. DE CERNA: I couldn’t understand, I
couldn’'t feel if they wanted ﬁe to change. When that
interrogatory, that very strong interrogation,
questioning, started, I remembered how my husband had
come out one day before, in what condition. And I have
high blood pressure and I have problems with my nerves
and I'm very tense. And when he asked me a question
and he stamped his foot and he raised his voice and he

asked me to tell him about the priest, then I told him,
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don’t confuse me.

Because Father Estrada was one of the priests
that was in House No. 50 when I wént that morning to
advise him.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Do you take any medication
for your high bléod pressure?

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. Today I am taking~it.

MRf GREATHEAD: She thinks you are.asking do
you have your medicine for yoﬁr-hypertension.

.Why don't you aﬁk her if a doctor has.given
her medicine for.it? |

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: 'I'__'want to know is she
undexr a doctor’s superfiéion for high. .blood pressure,
and.if so, does she take medicaﬁion, ahy place?

MRS. DE CERNA: I had more than one year that
I was under supervision by the cardiologist, ahd the
Social Security. But on Wednesday when we were in such
a rush to lea;e, I forgot the medication.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Any other?

MR. OBEY: What I would like to get at 1is

this. You say you changed your story after he began to

stamp his feet and ask about the priest.
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MRS. DE CERNA: Yes. I‘was-very afraid.
MR. OBEY: S0 which story did you tell when
they were using the polygraph machine?
MRS. DE CERNA: well, with the machine I'm
not telling a story. Those are answering questions.
MR. QBFATHEAD: Ask her what questions she

was asked.

MR. OBEY: Wwhat kinds of guestions were you

_asked-when-you eere hooked up to the polygraph machine?

MRS; DE QERNA: That was the changed version.
After the“story had.dhanged, it.is from that changed .
story that'tﬁey started asking Questiohs.

MR. GREATHEAD: [Interpreted from Spanish-}
Give an example of the question. |

MRS. DE CERNA: I was afraid of that chair,
and even now I am scared of that chair. And the
colonel told me, don't be afraid, this is just like
when they make a bloed pressure test, they put two
things here, and that it was nothing to wOIrry about.

and when I entered this room I saw this chair

there.

MR. GREATHEAD: [Interpreted from Spanish.]
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Tell only about the gquestions that théy asked you.

MRS. DE CERNA: They started asking me if my
name was the right one, if that was the right.name. If
I had been born in the place where I was born.

What other questions did they ask me?

CHAIRﬁgN MOAKLEY: Did they ask you about

your relatives living back there? =

MRS. DE CERNA: They asked me, but not during

-

that exam.

'If T knew that I was in Miami. They asked me

Jre judse 4

if I had lied t?;;usfite——ff—fhe—&egaa. I told them

no, because I had changed my storj. And then came the
question .if I had gone ciose to that window. And they
took this paperlaway, they put another paper on, they
asked the very same question. When wé reached the same
question, the same window, they took again the paper
away. The third time, the third time the same
questions until we reached the window, and then the
operator told me.

and then I told him, I told the operator,
what are you going to do with all those papers?

It is from this we are going to make an

CONGRESSMAN JOHN
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100
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evaluation. Okay.

And then about 20 minutes later the operator
came back, and one of the detectives came, Mr. Rivero,
and he told me, lady, listen, we would like to know

what is it that you saw on that window?

So many times I have told it to you now. My

husband has told it to you. And because I was sick and

tired by that time, and this is the gestures 1 was

“using.s I hadn‘t seen a thing. But the window is

'saying yes. No--the machine. The machine is says yes.

Say at least that you saw a priest out there.

_And I said no, I didn't see a thing. Nobody believes

me. Then you might as weld pot-ask me any guestions,
don’t do this, don‘t make me take this teét. .Don't
take this test.

That was on Wednesday. And on Thursday they
continued with the same thing. And they mentioned
that, the change of the story. And that somebody else

had told me what I told them, the story that I told.

~And that‘s when the exam took an end.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: When they said someone

else told you, did they ask you if any priest told you
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to say this?
MRS. DE CERNA: In the questioning, yes.
Before I chénged the version. When I changed the
version, they didn’t mention the priest any more.
CHAIRM%ﬁ MOAKLEY: Once she changed the
Qersion they didn’t mention the priest. Okay.

MR. MCHUGH: I’d just like to go back for a

‘minute to the events before the killing.

: As I recall, she_indicatéd she did not see
ény military people wﬁen théf arrived at_the residence,
only after, whén_they.weré_leaﬁiﬁg.

| MR. GREATHEAD: _Wheh they were leaving '
Soyapango.
MR. MCHUGH: 1 understood her to say-=-
CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: This is off the record.
[Diséussion off the record.]

.MR. MCHUGH: I would like to be as clear as
possible as t; what they saw or didn’‘t see with respect
to military patrol of this area.

MRS. DE CERNA: When we arrived with our
pelongings to the room that had been assigned to us by

the priest, you couldn’t see that. But he went to the
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store about 5:15--no, something like that; Just after
we arrived he went to the store to buy candles, because
I am always foreseeing the need for candles.

and he went to go and get a beverage that the

girl had asked him to get.

But maybe at that time there were already
military, but when-wé_arrived there were none.

MR. MCHUGH: Perhaps he could describe
briefly what he saw.

MR. DE CERNA: When I was going to the store

_three jeeps with soldiers, full of soldiers went by.
And they stayed in a square where a small supermarket

is. And they surrounded the whole area that is called

“the gardens,” but in the mornihg before reaéhing that
place we had passed out of--it is the superhighway
south. There is an entrance to the university from
this superhighway, this south highway.

That was on Wednesday when we went to Antigua
Cuzcatlan. This gate of the university was being
guarded by many soldierxrs. I do not know how many, but
there were many.

MRS. DE CERNA: Yes, I saw that too, yes.
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That was on Wednesday when we were going to Antigua to
go to the room of my mother.

MR. DE CERNA: At 6:15, 6:20 in the morning
when we were leaving we saw that that whoie area was
full of soldiers and that gate there of the university
was gquarded by a-lot of soldiers. The whole area was
full oﬁ soldiers.

MR. MCHUGH: Thank yéu.

: . CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: Okay. Any other

questions?

Counsel, would you like- -to add something'for
. . *

MR. GREATHEAD: Yes. I would like to add-
that I am.involved in this ease as .a member of the
Board of Directors of the Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights. I have spent about eight years on cases like
this in El Salvador and we have represented since 1982
thé families of four American church women who were
murdered there in December of ’‘80.

I have made a dozen trips to El Salvador

since 1982. I work for a law enforcement agency
e bowo
normally. I‘'m doing this -ﬁ-e-g pa publj_co."-"n-*
*-n—v'n':'-'-":-mb
CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH,
MOAKLEY PAPERS
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But I would just like to say thaf as somebody
who does work for a law enforcement agency, after
hearing Jorge and Lucia describe their treatment after
arriving in this country I was shocked, angry and
embarrassed. Lucia has already given her testimony to
a judge in El Salvador. It is a very unusual thing for
a Salvadoran who has %itnessed a crime implicating the
miiitarf or the security forces to step forwérd
voluntar}gld be a wit__:r_l_ess.

In the éhurch women’s case we cbuld not_find.

aanody to do that.  In many other casés it is like

.puiling teeth to get somebody to do that, because they

subﬁit themselvés to enormous :isks, and their familf{
When Lucia arrived in this country she had already
given her testimony. She was, nevertheless, subjected
to four days straight of incommunicado, very intense
custodial interreogation, despite the fact that the
testimony she has to offer is réther limited. She
cannot identify any specific individual. She does not
pretend tolbe able to identify markings on uniforms.

It is at most evidentiary lead testimony. It

is the type of testimony that most investigators in my
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‘experience would either decidé to follow if they found

it credible, or not. They would not have found it
necessary to subject anybody to four days of intensive
interrogation over what somebody apparently saw for a

period of time of less than 12 minutes.

"
»

I do not believe there is any logical reason
from a law enforcement standpoint to have subjected

Jorge and Lucia to this kind of interrogation, and none

has ever been offered to us by the FBI or the State -

Department; We have made very specific charges about .

their treatment in a 36 page report. All I have seen

in the published respbnses is a generalldenial.

I think Jorge aﬁd Lﬁcia and fhe Jesuits are
owed more thén that. I think at a very minimum the
United States Government owes Jorge and Lucia an
apology. I think they owe the Jesuits an explanation
of why they were treated this way. And finally, I
think they owé to all of us who are concerned about
accomplishing justice in this case that happens to be,
apparently, under investigation in El Salvador, some

O.56 T DAL

sort of jinsuranee that that case is moving forward and

that the appropriate steps are being taken in El
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Salvador. And so far we haven’t gotten anything of the
sort from them.
So I just wanted to close with those remarks.
I think the committee has a copy of our report.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: I do. I think everybody

has a copy.

MR. GREATHEAD: Okay. Unless there are any

guestions--

t MR. MCHUGH: Have_you'made any request of the

FBI fof a copy.of the franscript? They probably
recérded questio#s andﬁéﬁSQérs on tape.

| MR. GREATH&ADQ Well, Father Tipton at my-
recommendation called the office of Senat§r=Keﬁnedy,
who asked if he could help, and.we asked him to ask for
a copy of the tapes. We had by thgg'heard from the
State Department there were some five hours of tapes.
And he was later told by Senator Kennedy that the tapes
had been given to the Papal Nuncio, and'apparently the
State Department had told him that they were tired of
dealing with all these different Catholic

organizations, they were just going to give them to the

Papal Nuncio.
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Yesterday Ambassador Walker requested a
méetiné with Father Tipton and others. I could not
attend becauﬁe my office is in New York and it was
scheduled at a very late moment. And Pather Tiptan, 1
understand, asked again for copies of the tapes and was
told they weren'{ available because this was an ongoing
investigation.

Well, those are trade words that any law

enforcement agency always utters when they don’t want

‘_to share.Something, whether or not it has anything at

all to do with an'dngoing investigation, and I frankly

doubt that's the reason that they are refusing to give
us those tapes. But in anynéase; they have declined -
to.

CHAIRMAN MOAKLEY: All right. Any other
questions?

Father Tipton, do you have anything that you
would ‘like to.say?

FATHER TIPTON: I just want to say thank you
very much Mr. Chairman for receivinglthese pecople.

on behalf of Jesuits of the United States and

Central America, we really deeply appreciate what this
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committee is undertaking. I simply think it ié ny
évaluation that this is a very simple, lovely family
who havé been caught up and chewed up in a terrible
event and that I feel that, as you probably read in the

pfess, that it has been bungled. And basically this is

-

the only witness that has come forward to give her

testimony, and now it has no value.

And, you know, our government somehow

~participated in all that. . I don’t want to go so far as

to'say it was intentional, but, you know, motive needs

to be loocked at as to ﬁhy this was done.

I would say the confidence--this is a

statement. I.would like to make to the committee as you

address this thing--the level of trust and confidence
in our embassy in El Salvador by the Jesuits, the
Archbishop, is the zilch, zero. Thaﬁ is very clear.

I told the ambassador that last night. I
think that’s ;hy they went to the Spanish Embassy,
rather than the American Embassy, and as an American
that embarrasses me, that our people can’‘t be seen to
be trusted. That's one point.

The second thing was, I spoke with Father
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Tgjeira this morning at nine o’clock in San Salvador.

He assured me that it was never'his intention or
agreement with our ambassador that these people were to
be subjected to any further guestioning, and that that
was made clear in Salvador before they left.

-CHAIRHA; MOAKLEY: To whom?

FATﬁER TIPTéN: To either the ambassador or

to Richard Chidester. 1t was to the officials of the

government. " That their sole job was to escort them in,

bring them through Immigration, and turn them over to

the Jesuits, and that didn’t happen.

MR. MCCLOSKEY: Who was the Jesuit Father.

that told you that?
o

FATHER TIPTON: Father Jose qﬁjéira is the
Proviﬁcial of Central America. So again, I want to
thank you very much, and anything we can do te help
this committee, we want to do it.

CHAéRHAN MOAKLEY: Thank you very much, aad
thank yoﬁ, Counsel.

And thank you, Lucia and Jorge and Geraldina.

| {Whereupon, at 1:40 p.m., the interview was

concluded.}
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