My FRIENDS, TONIGHT I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A
FEW MOMENTS TO SHARE WITH YOU MY THOUGHTS AND
CONCERNS OVER A GRAVE SITUATION THAT FACES OUR
Govm, OUR RELIGIOUS, AND THE INHABITANTS OF A
TINY COUNTRY THAT COULD FIT WITHIN THE BORDERS OF OUR
GREAT COMMONWEALTH.

THE PROBLEMS FACING THIS SMALL COUNTRY HAVE
cosT ITS PEOPLE SOME 70,000 LIVES -- LOST TO
SENSELESS BRUTALITY. IT HAS COST OUR RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY GREAT ANGUISH AND TORMENT. AND MOST
RECENTLY, TO OUR JESUITS, IT HAS COST THE LIVES OF
SIX OF THEIR BRIGHTEST AND MOST BELOVED BROTHERS.
FOR ALL THIS AND MORE, THE COST TO THE U.S. TAXPAYER
HAS BEEN APPROXIMATELY $1.5 MILLION IN AID FOR EACH
AND EVERY DAY OF THE LAST DECADE. THAT'S ALMOST 4

BILLION DOLLARS.
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THE CIVIL WAR IN EL SALVADOR, NOW IN ITS
ELEVENTH YEAR, HAS PROVEN TO BE A DIFFICULT AND
CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE FOR BOTH DEMOCRATIC AND
REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATIONS. THERE ARE NO EASY
ANSWERS OR OVERNIGHT SOLUTIONS, BUT THE PATH THAT THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN OVER THE PAST DECADE MOST
CERTAINLY HAS NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN EITHER ENDING
THE VIOLENCE OR IMPROVING OUR NATION'S STANDING IN

THE REGION.

'AS WE ALL KNOW, DIFFICULT SITUATIONS ARE OFTEN
IGNORED UNLESS WE ARE FORCED TO DEAL WITH THEM. ONE
OF THE MOST TRAGIC ELEMENTS OF THE CRISIS IN EL
SALVADOR IS THAT WE IN CONGRESS, THE MEDIA, AND TO A
LARGE EXTENT THE GENERAL PUBLIC ONLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE
SALVADORAN PROBLEM WHEN WE ARE SLAPPED IN THE FACE

WITH EVER INCREASING REPUGNANCIES.



THE RAPE AND MURDER OF AMERICAN NUNS, TEN YEARS
AGO, CAPTURED OUR ATTENTION--FOR AWHILE. THE
UNTHINKABLE MURDER OF A RoMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP,
WHO WAS SHOT WHILE SAYING MASS, SHOOK US INTO DEBATE
OVER WHAT WE ARE DOING IN EL SALVADOR, BUT QUICKLY
FADED. AND NOW, AFTER OVER 10 YEARS OF MILITARY AID,
U.S.-TRAINED SALVADORAN SOLDIERS ARE IMPLICATED IN
THE MASSACRE OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS, THEIR YOUNG COOK

AND HER FIFTEEN YEAR OLD DAUGHTER.



LAST MONTH THE SPEAKER OF THE House, Tom FOLEY,
'ASKED ME TO HEAD UP A SPECIAL CONGRESSIONAL TASK
FORCE TO INVESTIGATE THE MURDERS OF THE JESUITS AND
- OTHER RELATED MATTERS. TWO WEEKS FROM TONIGHT, I

LEAVE FOR EL _SALVADOR, ALONG WITH SEVERAL MEMBERS OF

MY TASK FORCE, TO SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH SURROUNDING

THESE GRISLY KILLINGS -- WHICH DESPITE THE RECENT
NAMING OF SUSPECTS, THE INVESTIGATION IS FAR FROM

COMPLETE.

THOSE OF YOU WHO KNOW ME WELL KNOW THAT I AM
BASICALLY A "BREAD AND BUTTER" "NUTS AND BOLTS" TYPE
OF POLITICIAN. SOME HAVE ASKED, "HEY JOE, WHAT ARE
YOU DOING GETTING TIED UP IN THIS COMPLICATED FOREIGN
POLICY ISSUE?" THE ANSWER SIMPLY IS THAT I wAs

'SHOCKED INTO IT. AND YOU SHOULD BE SHOCKED AS WELL.



THE MURDER OF SIX HOLY MEN -- IN ONE SAVAGE,
SENSELESS AND BARBARIC ACT -- DEFIES OUR MORAL
COMPREHENSION. I KNEW THREE OF THE PRIESTS WHO WERE
MURDERED. IN FACT, I RECEIVED AN AWARD WITH ONE OF
THEM, FATHER SEGUNDO MONTES, IN WASHINGTON -- TWO

WEEKS BEFORE HE WAS KILLED.
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AND IT WAS WITH SHOCK THAT I BEGAN TO HEAR AND
READ ABOUT SOME OF THE REACTIONS BY PROMINENT
SALVADORANS TO THE MURDERS. A LEADING SALVADORAN
BUSINESSMAN WAS QUOTED AS SAYING, "THEY (THE PRIESTS)
HAD TO BE TAUGHT A LESSON. THEY HAD TO BE PUNISHED."
THERE ARE OTHER PUBLISHED REPORTS OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARENA PARTY -- WHICH IS THE PARTY CURRENTLY IN POWER
-~ GETTING TOGETHER AND TOASTING THE MURDERS WITH

CHAMPAGNE..

AND WHAT KIND OF MURDERS WERE THEY TOASTING?
I'VE SEEN THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE MUTILATED BODIES.
I'VE READ THE AUTOPSY REPORT. My FRIEND, SEGUNDO
MONTES, WAS FACE DOWN AT THE MOMENT OF EXECUTION.
HIS BRAIN MASS WAS TOTALLY BLOWN FROM HIS CRANIUM.
ALL THE OTHER VICTIMS WERE SHOT EXECUTION STYLE. IN
ALL, THERE WERE OVER 200 SPENT BULLET SHELLS FOUND AT

THE SCENE.
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As I HAVE PREPARED FOR THE TRIP OVER THE PAST

| ssvaL_DAYs; IT HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY CLEAR TO ME
THAT THE CHURCH IS A PRIMARY TARGET OF THE SALVADORAN
MILITARY AND EXTREMIST FORCES. WELL BEFORE AND AFTER
THE MURDER OF THE JESUITS, THE SALVADORAN MILITARY
AND SECURITY FORCES HAVE ENGAGED IN SYSTEMATIC
HARASSMENT OF CHURCHES AND CHURCH PERSONNEL.

CHURCHES HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN SURROUI\bED, SEARCHED AND
DESECRATED BY THE MILITARY. THE RomaN CATHOLIC
ARCHBISHOP OF SAN SALVADOR, THE LUTHERAN BIsHoP AND
VIRTUALLY EVERY MAJOR RELIGIOUS LEADER IN EL SALVADOR

HAVE RECEIVED DEATH THREATS.



AnD, EL SALVADOR'S ATTORNEY GENERAL, MAURICIO
EbuARDO COLORADO -- THE MAN WITH THE PRIMARY
RESPONSIBILITY OF PROSECUTING THE SOLDIERS
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE JESUIT MURDERS -- WROTE A LETTER
T0 PoPE JoHN PAUL II ASKING THAT SALVADORAN CATHOLIC
BISHOPS AND LEADERS WHO KEEP ALIVE, IN HIS WORDS,
"THE QUESTIONABLE IDEOLOGY OF THE CHURCH OF THE POOR"
BE REMOVED FROM THE COUNTRY FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL

SAFETY.

My FRIENDS, I wWAS BORN AND RAISED A CATHOLIC IN
SouTH BosTON. I AM NOT A THEOLOGIAN -- AND GOD KNOWS
I SHOULD PROBABLY SPEND» MORE TIME IN CHURCH -- BUT MY
PARISH PRIEST ALWAYS STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF
CARING FOR THE POOR AND THE LESS FORTUNATE. To
SUGGEST, AS THE SALVADORAN ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS, THAT
TO DO SO IS SOMEHOW SUBVERSIVE -- IN MY OPINION, RUNS

CONTRARY TO WHAT THE CHURCH IS ALL ABOUT.
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QUITE FRANKLY, IT DISTURBS ME THAT THE
.SALVADORAN ATTORNEY GENERAL, LEADING MILITARY
COMMANDERS AND LEADING POLITICIANS OF THE SALVADORAN
GOVERNMENT -- A GOVERNVENT WE SUPPORT WITH A
CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF TAXPAYER MONEY -- FEEL

COMFORTABLE ATTACKING THE CHURCH.

AND IT DISTURBS ME THAT THERE IS SO MUCH
SILENCE HERE IN THE UNITED STATES. TO BE BLUNT,
THERE SEEMS TO BE MORE CONCERN OUT THERE ABOUT
"'SAVING THE WHALES" THAN ABOUT "SAVING PRIESTS" IN EL

SALVADOR.



IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE RECENT GUERRILLA
OFFENSIVE ON NOVEMBER 11, WHICH I HAVE STRONGLY
CONDEMNED, THE SALVADORAN MILITARY BEGAN TO RAID AND,
IN SOME CASES, RANSACK A NUMBER OF CHURCHES
THROUGHOUT EL SALVADOR. SoME OF Us IN CONGRESS
COPLAINED. BUT, OUR AVBASSADOR TO EL SALVADOR,
WrLLzAM WALKER, REFUSED TO CRITICIZE THE SALVADORAN
MILITARY'S ACTIONS AND JUSTIFIED THE RAIDS AS
"COMPARABLE TO THE INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS
"IN THE UNITED STATES AFTER PEARL HARBOR." 1 AM
DEEPLY TROUBLED BY OUR AMBASSADOR'S WORDS ~- NOT ONLY
BECAUSE CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT HAVE GONE ON |
RECORD AS. REPUDIATING US INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE
AMERICANS -- BUT, ALSO BECAUSE HIS WORDS SEEM TO
INDICATE THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS WILLING
TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY IN THE FACE OF CHURCH

PERSECUTION.
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I HAVE -TALKED TO NUMEROUS REPORTERS WHO HAVE
TOLD ME THAT IN OFF-THE RECORD DISCUSSIONS WITH US
EMBASSY OFFICIALS, OUR EMBASSY PEOPLE HAVE
CHARACTERIZED LEADING CHURCH FIGURES AND
DENOMINAHONSAS "FMLN rFrONTS," "SUBVERSIVES," AND
"pRo-MaRXISTS." My FRIENDS, IN A COUNTRY LIKE EL

SALVADOR, SUCH CARELESS WORDS GET PEOPLE KILLED.

| AND WHAT ARE WE TO SAY ABOUT THE TREATMENT By US
OFFICIALS OF A KEY WITNESS IN THE JESUIT CASE --
LuczA BARRERA DE CERNA? THIS POOR WOMAN WITNESSED
SOLDIERS ENTERING THE PRIESTS' RESIDENCE ON NOVEMBER
16 AND HEARD THE GUNSHOTS. THIS FRIGHTENED WOMAN
BRAVELY CAME FORWARD TO TELL HER STORY TO THE

APPROPRIATE SALVADORAN OFFICIALS.
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SHE THEN CAVE TO THE UNITED STATES FOR
PROTECTION. WHAT DID SHE RECEIVE? SHE WAS
QUESTIONED, INTERROGATED AND POLYGRAPHED FOR FOUR
LONG DAYS BY 2 FBI OFFICERS, A US EMBASSY OFFICER AND
A SALVADORAN COLONEL. SHE WAS ALLEGEDLY THREATENED
WITH DEPORTATION. SHE WAS NOT OFFERED THE
OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A LAWYER PRESENT OR ANY OF THE
JESUITS, WHO OFFERED TO CARE FOR HER IN THE UNTTED
STATES. AFTER SHE CHANGED HER ORIGINAL ACCOUNT OF
THE EVENTS THAT OCCURRED ON THE NIGHT OF THE MURDERS,
IN AN ATTEMPT TO SAY WHAT SHE THOUGHT HER
INTERROGATORS WANTED HER TO SAY, SHE WAS DECLARED

"WORTHLESS'" AS A WITNESS.
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| I MET WITH 11-|IS|nﬁ'lAN, HER HUSBAND AND HER
LITTLE DAUGHTER SHORTLY AFTER CHRISTMAS -- AND I
BELIEVE SHE IS CREDIBLE. I HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT
ScoTLAND YARD HAS ALSO MET WITH HER AND HAS

CONCLUDED THAT SHE IS A CREDIBLE WITNESS.

Bur, I REMAIN SHOCKED BY THE WAY THIS WOMAN WAS
MISHANDLED AND MALIGNED BY IMPORTANT U.S. OFFICIALS.
IT was ALMOST AS IF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WENT OUT OF
ITS WAY TO DISCREDIT HER -- SO THAT THE FOCUS WOULD
TURN AWAY FROM THE MILITARY AS BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE MURDERS. AND WHAT IS EVEN MORE SHOCKING IS THAT
CERTAIN US OFFICIALS CHARGED THAT CATHOLIC CHURCH
OFFICIALS IN SAN SALVADOR ToLb LucIa CERNA To

FABRICATE HER STORY.



I KNOW THAT THE HANDLING OF THIS WITNESS HAS
CAUSED GREAT TENSIONS IN THE RELATIONSHIP—. BETWEEN THE -
CatHoLIC CHURCH IN EL SALvADOR AND THE U.S. EMBASSY.
WHAT IS ESPECIALLY TROUBLING TO ME IS THAT THERE
APPEARS TO BE NO SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS BY OUR EMBASSY TO

IMPROVE RELATIONS.

As YOU ALL HAVE READ IN THE PRESS, SOME
PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN NAMING MEMBERS OF THE
SALVADORAN MILITARY WHO MURDERED THE JESUITS. I
VIEW THIS AS VERY POSITIVE AND HAVE PUBLICLY PRAISED
THE SALVADORAN PRESIDENT, ALFREDO CRISTIANI, WHO IS
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY EDUCATED AND WHOM I BELIEVE IS

A GOOD MAN, FOR HIS COURAGE IN THIS MATTER.
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BUT, MY FRIENDS, THIS IS NOT THE FINAL CURTAIN -
- IT'S ONLY THE FIRST.ACT. WE CANNOT BE SATISFIED
WITH AN INVESTIGATION THAT IS LIMITED TO THE
IDENTIFICATION OF THOSE WHO ACTUALLY DID THE
KILLINGS. THOSE WHO ORDERED OR OTHERWISE CONSENTED
TO THE CRIME MUST ALSO BE BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. I
BELIEVE THAT PRESSURE FROM CONGRESS AND THE CHURCH
HAS RESULTED IN THE PROGRESS THAT HIS BEEN MADE ON
THIS CASE. As LATE AS JANUARY 2, THE U.S. AMBASSADOR
WAS TELLING ME THAT THE MURDERS COULD HAVE BEEN THE

WORK OF THE FMLN GUERRILLAS -- AND NOT THE MILITARY.

BUT, THE PRESSURE MUST CONTINUE. AND I wrLL
TELL YOU, BASED ON INFORMATION THAT MY COMMITTEE HAS

GATHERED, I BELIEVE THERE ARE MORE PEOPLE INVOLVED.
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As I STATED AT THE BEGINNING OF MY REMARKS, THERE
ARE NO EASY ANSWERS -- THE SITUATION IS EXTREMELY
COMPLICATED. BoT SIDES IN THE SALVADORAN WAR HAVE
COMMITTED HORRIBLE ATROCITIES -- AND BOTH SIDES WILL

BE JUDGED ACCORDINGLY BY HISTORY.

- BUT, AS WE GATHER HERE TONIGHT, THE VIOLENCE IN EL
SALVADOR CONTINUES. THERE IS TREMENDOUS SUFFERING --
FAR GREATER THAN ANY OF US CAN REALIZE. AND, LIKE

IT OR NOT, THE UNITED STATES HAS A ROLE IN ALL OF
THIS. AND THAT, IN TURN, MEANS THAT EACH AND EVERY

ONE OF US IN THIS ROOM HAS A ROLE TO PLAY.
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AT THE VERY LEAST, THERE NEEDS TO BE A
RECOGNITION THAT UNITED STATES POLICY NEEDS TO
CHANGE. WE NEED TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS WHICH WILL
PAVE THE WAY FOR MORE TOLERANCE IN THAT COUNTRY AND
WE MUST HELP TO CREATE A CLIMATE THAT WILL ALLOW BOTH
SIDES TO ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS TO END THE

KILLING.

As A CatHoLIC, I AM PROUD OF MY CHURCH AND ITS
HISTORIC ROLE IN HELPING THE POOR IN EL SALVADOR.
MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT, HELPING THE POOR TO HELP
THEMSELVES IS NOT SUBVERSIVE BEHAVIOR. IT'S THE

CHURCH'S MISSION. IT's Gob's WORK.

I AM DISGUSTED BY THE ATTEMPTS OF EXTREMISTS TO
PAINT THE CHURCH WITH A RED BRUSH. IF WE LET THEM
GET AWAY WITH THAT KIND OF LABELING -- THEN MORE

PRIESTS, MORE NUNS AND MORE INNOCENT PEOPLE WILL DIE.
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ADDITIONAL "ACTS OF VIOLENCE SHOULD NOT BE THE
ONLY CATALYST FORCING US TO TAKE ACTION. THE
PROBLEMS OF EL SALVADOR NEED TO BE REEXAMINED FROM A
FRESH PERSPECTIVE, FREE OF THE BLACK AND WHITE
CHARACTERIZATIONS THAT HAVE CAUSED US TO SPIN OUR

WHEELS FOR MORE THAN A DECADE.

My FRIENDS, LET US NOT ALLOW THESE SIX FALLEN
JESUITS TO HAVE DIED IN VAIN. LET THEIR PASSING MARK
THE BEGINNING OF A NEW INTOLERANCE ON THE PART OF ALL

OF US TOWARDS SUCH UNCONSCIONABLE AND SICKENING ACTS.
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