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There have been seme press steries 'iab.ut the recent fighting aleng the
Thai—-Cambedian berder, but the articles !:are moddew net receiving preminent
pPlay ner de they cenvey the casualties a‘nd suffering fwckie the cenflict is
bringing te xhid the civi lians aleng th\e\ berder,

While jeurnalistic and gevernmental interest fecuses en the pelitical-
military implicatiens ef the fighting- for“‘.;the Cambedian resistance elements,
fer Thailand and fer Vietnam— the trauma to\\civilians is all but ignered,
Already seme 40,000 have been driven frem t.h; berder and there are reperts ef
a massacre ef Cambedians at the har*ds'oi‘ Vietnamese treeps, Keavy artillery has been
used in civilian areas by theVietnzmese and respended te in kind by the Thai,

Me¥® impertant is the petential threat.. \h: largest ceneentratiens ef

150
civilians arep\undcr threat ef Vietnamese attack.! ¥mxrxk One hundred thousand er

Ca »o0B\ANS
more edvdlieng ceuld be caught in a meat-grinder between Vietnamese and Thai

daowd with relatively weak
ferces, Irenically this is in an area )dm?{x nen-cemmunist resistance ferces
whe pese ne substantial threat te the Vietnamese. (The majer Khmer Heuge areas
are well te the seuth,)
We need te mxmxioddkix recegnize this threat te the Cambedians aleng the

berder and take steps te address the preblemg Seme pessible appreaches are:

-~ Raise the matter in the United Natiens where viétnamese acti;na in disregard
ef safety te civilians sheuld be aired,

-~ Ask all sides te refrain frem use of artillery and ether indiscriminate weapens
in areas of civilian cerc entratiens,

— Insure that the UN and Thai autherities werk eut a detailed evacuatien plan
fer civilimns permitting a temperary retreat into—fgaihnd befere the fighting

in a particular(l_-catim becemes heavy,

— Ferm a U.S. gevernment werking greup fecussed en the needs ef t he Cambedians

aleng the berder; this weuld pe rmit a sharper fecus en the*roblem and a liaisen



Such a groeup might develop lenger-term appreaches fer t he Cambedians aleng

the berder.
One sugh leng term measure might be the fermatien ef berder safehaven zene(s)

fer civilians enly under UN pretectien, Presently Cambedians al-ng\‘:he berder are
fed, but net pretected, by the UN,
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Fer the moment, mere impertant than any Jene-term actien will be

for all ef us te fecus en the mxwkidwx threat te the border Cambedians. The
press has ax a vital rele, as well, in bringing us clearer infermatéen en the
situatienef the civilians and the dangers they face,
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