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There have been seme press steries iabeut the recent f~hting aleng the 
I 

I 
Thai-Cambedian berder, but the articles ·f',,re w:ld& net receivini premi.nent 

play ner de they c•nvey the casualties ahd sufferin~ bX%D the cenflict is 

brJ.n&ing to ldxid: the civi lians aleng th~ herder. 

~bile jeurnalistic and gevernmental .interest fecuses en the pelitical-
' . I 

military implicatiens ef the fighting- fer·: the Cambedian resistance elements, 

\ 
fer Thailand and fer Vietnam- the trauma te \civilians is all but ignered. 

Already seme 40,000 have been driven frem tt-e herder and there are re:perts ef 

a massacre ef Ca.mbedians at the hand~of Vietniese trQeps. leavy artillery h.s 
used in civilian areas by theVietn..mese .nd re~~nded te in kind by the Thai0 

been 

Meff irnpertant is the petential threat • . ~he 1. riest ceneentratiens er 
"i...S. "C) 

civilians._ are/' uncier threat •f Vietnamese attack. Jau::£.:xk One hundred thousand er 
C.,.. "'00 0 \ .., Nl 

more e~.-\Tlli&lj1\ ceuld be caught in a meat-grinder between Vietnamese and Thai 
_,_ with relatively weak 

ferces. Irenically this is in an area~ nen-cemmunist resistance ferces 

wh• pese ne substantial threat te the Vietnamese. (The majer lhmer tte~e areas 

are well te the seuth.) 

We need te aoun t d.kia: rec egnize this threat t.e the Cambedians alen~ the 

berder and take ste:pe te aedress the preblema Seme pessible a:r,preaches are: 

-- Raise the matter in the United Natiens ,,,t1t•ire \Jietnamese actiens in disre~ard 

•f safety te ci v.i }ja ns sheuld be aired. 

-- Ask all sides te refrain !rem use ef artillery and ether indiscriminate weapens 

in areas •f civilian cerc entratiens. 

Insure that the UN and Thai auttierities werk eut a detailed evacuatien plan 

fer civil.ia1 s permitting a temperary retreat int•~iland befere tte f ightinc 

in a pa.rticular{tecatien becemes hC4iV7• 

Fent a U.S. ~evenuaent werking ,:r.up fecussed en the needs •f the Camb~ians 

aleni the berder; this weuld Jle nnit a sharper fecus en the,reblem and • liaisen 



Such a greup might &tevelop lenger-tenn appreaches fer the Cambedians along 

the herder. 
One suet, leng term measure mi~ht be the ferm.atien ef herder safehaven zene(s) 

fer civilians enly under UN :pretectien. Presently Cambeduns al enq:.he herder are 

fed, but net pretected, by the UN. 

J»•··-
F•r the moment, m•re imperlant thAn 11ny Jen,--tenn actien will bf' 

f•r all e! us t• fecus en the prwwJea threat t•. th~ border Camb•dians. The 

press has JI]( a vital rele, as well, in brin~L~i us clearer inf•rmation •n the 

situati•n•f the civilians and t~ dangers they face. 

I~ wettld ee iPeniG 

In thf akt f t heCambodian kino:rl:: h•l•caust xloo:nn:v • Ii l hklo,m£nl,•X 1»<11 

the suf"ering centinues fet these alon~ the border:> W ~ 
~t(}tl~ ~ i~ -,~ :'v>t1-J-4~ ~-~~. 


