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fWhrte Pupxls Rolls Drop

A ’E‘hn‘d in Boston Busing

By JOHN KIFNER
 gpietal w'mmw Fork Timos

BOSTON Dec l&-—-‘l‘he pub-

lhc schools here have lost at

least 17,760 white students,
nearly a third of the white en-
rollment, since court-ordered
busing for school desegregation
began 18 months ago. :
Enrollment igures for the
previous three years showed a
slow, steady decline of about
3,000 white students a year, at-
tributable to varjpus. demo-s

graphic factors. The sharp

aeceleration in the declina
started after Federal Judge Wi
Arthur Garrity Jr., finding tha
Edslon; school comutm had| .
daliberately maintgined 8 segs
regated system, ordered bmm,,,
in June 1974, G

“The departure of whsw m@&
d@nts hera is expected ta bs 8
major factor In e rapidly

I

growing and politically charged
national debate over whether

busing is leadmg to “white|:

flight.”” At the same time, the
experience here should also be
evaluated in terms of purely
local conditions, primarily Bos-
ton’s history of parochial, eth-
nic neighborhoods in the decade
of antidesegregation policies
practiced by the elected, all-
white Schpol Committee.
As the end of the fall term
approaches, Boston's: second
year of school desegregation
presents a mixed picture.
There is continued resistance
and recial hostility in the South
Boston neighborhood, increased

wilast week by Judge Garrity's

order putting the high school
there Into “receivership.” But
there {8 @ wary truce in areas
troubled in the past. ‘
 There is & departure of many
middle-class whites from the
school system. But there is also
a sense of excitement and in-
novation ~— rare in the Boston
schools — among the black and
white parents, children and
teachers who have committed
themselves to the new “magnet
scheols,.”

But the most smkmg devel-
opment has been the drop in
white enroliment, which more
than accounts for an over-all
enrollment decrease from 83,647
In the fall of 1873 to 76,481 in
the current semester.

Private antidesegregation
academies, following a South-
iern pattern, have been estab-
lished in some white neighbor-
hoods for white students, Many
more have enrolied in Roman
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Uil |Catholic parochial schools in:
the city and nearby suburbs.
Some have gone to other estab-
I} /lished private schools, A num-
{iR iber have dropped out of school.’
4 | The change has shifted what
b1 lhad . been " a predomindntly.
il fwhite school system to one in
)4 iwhich the majority is now non-.
6 white, .
i . Significantly, the greatest
£y decreage in the white enroll-:
b ment and the greatest shift in’
i1 [percentage is the lower, young-
il ler grades, 1
Bd| In the fall of 1973, there
il 'were 53,593 white students in
1l [the kindergarten through 12th
Ll (grade, according to the Boston,
il Schoel Committee’s figures..
bis There were 62,014 white stu-i
gl (dents in 1970, 598,390 in 1971:
Hi fand 56,893 in 1972. |
i In the fall of 1974, with the,
iE first stage of a desegregation’
24 Iplan that primarily affected the:

'
:

Park areas and the black Rox-!
bury and Mattapan neighbor-
hoods, the white enrollment
B ifell to 44.957. S i
W Last fall, with the citywide,
i, desegregation plan in effect, the

1 136,043, . .

¢i [slightly over these years, going
1 |from 31,963 in 1873 te 31,737:
B 1in 1974 and to 31,092 today.
! In addition, the number of
{|Hispanic, Asian and American
Indian - students has shown
small, steady gains and today
.stands at 9,126, up from 8,091 .
in 1973,
In the high schools, whites;
are still in a slim majority, with
;10,071 white students and 9,674,
il inonwhites. In the middle’
!schools, there are 9,368 non-!
i johite  students  and 8,099“
jwhites. In the elementary)
‘schools, there are 16,885 non- -
iwhites and 12,102 whites,

white - envellment dropped to r

.| - The ‘black scheol enroliment,
[ laccording to the scheol departs) |
! iment figures, has declined

' 'white South Boston and Hyde *

|| A Question About Figures

"1 There are some difficulties
' ‘with the figures, which repre-
' 'sent the scheol depariments’
‘projected enroliment. A num-
;ber of sources say that, in the
ast, the “overall enrollment,

gures have békn regularly in-!
tlated to -get! more ~Federal
nmoney, H
i| However, while the projected

Al {(dndorzarten sfudents: are not.
gt "affected).is 72,201, only 66,175

B have gone to #chool at least

¥ lonce. -/ .
. This would appear to indi-.
cate that the rate of white de-
N parture might be more than:
ithe school deparrment's pro-
lfected enrollment figures show.
i ¢ - In “mddition, "it appears that.
.the unrelenting tension and
‘hostility, particularly at South

il Boston High School, are driv-
| =

ing many black students to
transfer or drep out of school.
While the projected black en-
rollment at the high school’s
main building was 432 at the
‘beginining of the year, no where
near this number has ever at-
tended, and, frequently of late,
there have only been a few
more than 100 blacks.

For whites. in Boston, thus

far, the avoidance of desegrega-
ition appears to have meant
leaving the public school sys-
‘tem rather than “white flight”
from the city’s neighborhoods.
' At least four private, neigh-
‘borhood academies have been
jset up. State education offi-
[cials have complained that the
‘schools are unaccredited and
that students attending them
should thus bs considered tru-
ant. So far, however, . local
T ———

.enrollment . for grades 1.12!.

%Whitg Pupils’ Rolls Off Since Boston Began _Bfg‘s‘in%gf[

school officials have taken no
‘action,
! Some 400 students are en-'
rolled in the South -Boston
{Heights Acaemy, a project of
ithe neighborhoed's antibusing
‘forces. One Sunday last fall,
'South Boston residents had an
iopen house tour of the neat
rooms with the students’ work
!pinned to the walls and vowed
icontinued defiance of the bus-
ling court order. )
An examination of the school
attendance pattern shows there
were vety few whites attending
'a number of elemenary schools
fin white middle class arsas of
ithe city, such as Wast Rox-
bury, traditionally the home
lof, " among others, successful
lupper level civil servants.
| "Despite an  admonition last
.year by Humberto Cardinal Me-
e e

i

]
—

‘dieros, Archbishop. of Boston,:
that the. Catholic schogy. sys-i
tem will be a “pefuge” for!
those - fleeing desegregation,:
‘many of these middle class|
parents, according to a number.
jof sources, are sending their
children to parochial schools in
jthe area or in nearby well-to-|
ido suburbs, - - oo
| - 3imiiariy, many of the work-
ling class white parents in the
Charlestown section are send-
/ing. their children over the bor-
der into parochial schools—
iwhose enrollment had been on
jthe decline—in the blue collar
‘suburbs of Everett, - Chelsea,
Revere and Somerville. Last
iyear, there wers enough South
Boston . students at Newman
‘Prep, g Catholic high scheol in!
.downtown Boston, to hold their:
ewn junior prom, -
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