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MOAKLEY BLASTS TED TURNER FOR SLUR AGAINST $TALIANS 

Congressman J o e  Moakley (D-Mass.) j o i n e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Members of 
Congress  i n  demanding a " p u b l i c  apo logyn  f rom Ted Turner ,  P r e s i d e n t  of 
t h e  Turner  B r o a d c a s t i n g  System, f o r  a  n e g a t i v e  comment he made abou t  
I t a l i a n s .  

I n  an  i n t e r v i e w  on t h e  CBS news program "60 Minutes ,"  Turner  s t a t e d :  
" I t a l i a n s ,  I t a l i a n s ,  imagine  t h e  I t a l i a n s  a t  war. I mean what a  

joke. They d idn '  t be long  i n  t h e  l a s t  war; t h e y  were  s o r r y  they  
were i n  it. They were g l a d  t o  g e t  o u t  of it, you know. They 
would r a t h e r  be i n  crime and j u s t  making some wine, hav ing  a  
good t i m e . .  . " 

Moakiey c a l l e d  T u r n e r ' s  comment " t h o u g h t l e s s  and d i s r e s p e c t f u l . "  
II( conveys an  a t t i t u d e  of i n s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  American community 

which endures  enough problems w i t h  i t s  image on b o t h  network and c a b l e  
t e l i v i s i o n .  

Moakley s e n t  a  t e l e g r a m  t o  Turner ,  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  o u t r a g e  a t  T u r n e r ' s  
comments. The M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Congressman a l s o  j o i n e d  U. S. Rep. Mario 
B i a g g i  (D-NY) and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  Members i n  s e n d i n g  a  l e t t e r  t o  Turner  
a s k i n g  t h a t  he i s s u e  a  p u b l i c  apology t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  American 
community. The l e t t e r  a l s o  u r g e s  t h a t  t h e  apology be  i s s u e d  " i n  a  
forum which would be v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  same m i l l i o n s  who have watched 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  ' 60 Minutes '  program. " 

Moakley added, " A s  t h e  head of a  n a t i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t i n g  f i r m ,  Mr. 
Turner  s h o u l d  be ashamed of h i s  s l u r  a g a i n s t  I t a l i a n s .  An apology is 
t h e  v e r y  l e a s t  he s h o u l d  p r o v i d e .  " 
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