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NOVEMBER 18+ 1989+ REQUESTING FBI ASSISTANCE.

FBIH@ IS PREPARED TO OFFER ALL APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE
BASED UPON AS FULL AN UNDERSTANDING AS POSSIBLE OF THE FACTS
SURROUNDINf THIS INCIDENT. INCLUDING SALVADORAN INVESTIGATION
CONDUCTED TO DATE AND THE SPECIFIC STATUS OF ANY AND ALL
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AND A REPORT ON THE CRIME SCENE.

IN ORDER TO BE OF IMMEDIATE AND EFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE AND
TO FURTHER EVALUATE AND RECOMMEND ANY OTHER POSSIBLE
ASSISTANCE~ THE FBI IS DISPATCHING FBI ASSISTANT LEGAL ATTACHE
LAty Y .o 15 CURRENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE
MEXICO CITY. MEXICO LEGAT OFFICE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. SAN
SALVADOR~ WITH ANTICIPATED ARRIVAL OF NOVEMBER 21 OR 22+ 19a1.

ALAT [ sHouLp ADVISE U.S. EMBASSY. SAN SALVADOR AND
FBIHQ OF TRAVEL ITINERARY. UPON ARRIVAL SAN SALVADOR. ALAT

47& B 1.1 CONFER UITH EMBASSY OFFICERS+ REVIEW DEVELOPMENTS

- IN THE INVESTIGATION. AND DETERMINE WHAT FORENSIC~ POLYGRAPH-

OR OTHER FBI ASSISTANCE IS APPROPRIATE. HE WILL FACILITATE
TRANSMITTAL OF ANY EVIDENCE TO THE FBI LABORATORY. CONSISTENT
WITH SALVADORAN LAU.

IN VIEW OF THE EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE OF ICITAP IN



EL SALVADOR AND PARTICULARLY THAT OF ICITAP DIRECfOR DAVID
KRISKOVICH~ IF NOT ALREADY DONE~ U.S. EMBASSY. SAN SALVADOR
sHOULD tONSIDER CONTACTING DIRECTOR KRISKOVICH REGARDING ANY
ASSISTANCE HIS OFFICE IS ABLE TO PROVIDE IN THIS MATTER.
THIS INFORMATION RELAYED TELEPHONICALLY TO AMBASSADOR
UALKtR ON NOVEMBER 20+ 1985.
ATt Dl DR

BT



NOTE: THIS TELETYPE RESPONSES TO REQUEST BY THE U.S.
AMBASSADOR TO EL SALVADOR FOR FBI ASSISTANCE IN THE
INVESTIGATION OF THE KILLING OF SIX CATHODIC CLERGYMEN.
ALTHOUGH THE AMBASSADOR REQUESTED IMMEDIATE POLYGRAPH AND
FORENSIC ASSISTANCE AT THIS POINT- IT IS PROPOSED TO SEND ALAT
y —OF THE MEXICO CITY OFFICE TO SAN SALVADOR.
a/’ ALAT -A FORMER MIAMI DIVISION SUPERVISOR. WILL ENSURE
FBI FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION RESPONSIBILITIES ARE MET IN A
MANNER CONSISTENT WITH FBI POLICY AND IN AWARENESS OF AVAILABLE
RESOURCES.
THIS MATTER HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH DEPUTY DIRECTOR
FLOYD I. CLARKES ASSISTANT DIRECTOR WILLIAM M. BAKER- CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: ROBERT MUELLER~ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICES
AND KEVIN WHITAKER~ DESK OFFICER~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
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8s? November 24, 1989
1488
sre'D
gTR {J;—"rector Sessions:
iC
b : RE: ELLACURIA , ET AL. . o
U.S. EMBASSY,“SAN SALYADOR, &b ffi Vrili.
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE;
FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION -
GENERAL CRIMINAL MATTERS
Reference Butel dated November 21, 1989, captioned as
above.
By American Embassy, San Salvador, cable dated .
- November 18, 1989, U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, requested FBI /
assistance in the investigation of the killing of six Catholic c
clergymen. Assistant Legal Attache (ALAT)h
from the Mexico City Legal Attache Office was ispatched to
San Salvador on November 22, 1989,
In consultation with U.S. Embassy, San Salvador
: personnel and Special Investigative Unit (SIU), San Salvador,
¢ El salvador, ALAT SPGetermined that the SIU did the best
7 they could under the circumstances; however, the crime scene has

been highly contaminated, evidence destroyed, and none of the
evidence was processed for latent fingerprints. He ascertained
that the clothing of the priests had been handled by SIU
personnel; however, this evidence is also contaminated since it
was not examined with protective clothing. He stated that 268-
269 shell casings of .223 and 7.62 NATO and Soviet made rounds
were recovered. The SIU attempted to process these for latents,
however, the graphite powder would not adhere to produce latents.
Subsequently, they taped each shell casing as evidence. 1In

- addition, the rooms where the priests resided had been trampled
through by not only SIU personnel but also media representatives

and other unknown individuals. /éz_éﬁé’é—_ 70
gt P

Late on the afternoon of November 23, 19
Spanish Embassy personnel at El Salvador had b n, requested
by the Jesuits in El1 Salvador to take into pro%2c556§%Eﬁ§5ody an
alleged witness to the killings. The Spaniardg. iR, turn
requested assistance from the French Embassy, d at

the same time requested U.S. Ambassador William Walker to assist.

1 - Mr. Clarke
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st minute negotiations took place in the presence of ALAT
between Ambassador walker with the Spanish and French
representatives in which a decision was made to have ALAT
accompany the witness, Lucia Barrera-Cerna; her husband, Jor
Alberto Cerna-Ramirez; and their three-year old child, Idelia, to
the United States. ] :

The French provided a French military aircraft that had
been in Belize to transport ALAT the witness and her
family, and U.S. Embassy, San Salva or, Legal Advisor Richard
Chidester to Miami, arriving at 10 p.m., November 23, 1989. The
witness and her family were turned over to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service for protective custody to be available to
the FBI for interview and polygraph on November 24-25, 1989.
Allegedly, the witness heard the shootings and observed four to
six individuals wearing military-type fatigues exit the
clergymen's compound.

U.S. Ambassador william Walker is being advised by
Mr. Chidester of ALAT @ -bservations and findings.

The U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, is attempting to
arrange for the SIU director to travel to Miami to be present at
the interview (and polygraph, if necessary) of the witness so
that her testimony can be entered into a court of law in
El Salvador. FBI Miami will conduct the initial interview of the
witness on Friday, November 24, 1989.

As of 3 p.m., November 24, 1989, it is expected that a
representative of the SIU will arrive at Miami on November 25,
1989, to assist in the interview of the witness. .

You will be advised of any further developments.

W. M. Baker
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EL SALVADOR, GIVEN AT SIU HEADQUARTERS SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR.
THIS BRIEFING CONCERNED ALL INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE
REGARDING CAPTIONED MATTER. FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF FACTS IN
THIS CASE AS KNOWN TO SIU:

SOMETIME BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 2:30-3:30 AM ON 11/16/89
(LOCAL EL SALVADOR TIME) AN UNDETERMINED NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS AS
YET UNIDENTIFIED MADE THEIR WAY INTO THE LIVING QUARTERS OF
CAPTIONED VICTIMS, LOCATED IN THE GROUNDS OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY (UCA) AND EXECUTED CAPTIONED VICTIMS, THEIR COOK AND
HER DAUGHTER. SEVERAL HUNDRED ROUNDS OF 7.62MM NATO (.308),
7.62MM RUSSIAN AND 5.56MM AMMUNITION WERE FIRED DURING THE
ASSAULT ON THE UCA AS WELL AS ONE M-72 LIGHT ANTITANK WEAPON
(LAW) TWO 40MM GPENADES (FROM M-=79 GRENADE LAUNCHER) AND ONE
. FRAGMENTATION HAND GRENADE. THE GUNFIRE AND EXPLOSION DID NOT
ATTRACT ANY SPECIAL ATTENTION FROM NEIGHBORS OR EVEN GUARDS IN
THE AREAs AS GUNSHOTS AND EXPLOSIONS WERE COMMONPLACE AS A RESULT
OF THE FMLN GUERRILLA OFFENSIVE WHICH HAD BEEN UNDERWAY IN SAN
SALVADOR FOR SEVERAL DAYS. ALTHOUGH THE CRIME WAS DISCOVERED
SHORTLY AFTER 6 AM THAT DAY, THE SIU WAS NOT NOTIFIED UNTIL
SOMETIME AFTER 8:30 AM. UPON ARRIVING AT THE SCENE, SIU

INVESTIGATORS FOUND DOZENS IF NOT HUNDREDS OF ONLOOKERS AND NEWS
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MEDIA REPORTERS THROUGHOUT THE CRIME SCENEs THUS THEIR FIRST TASK
WAS TO CLEAR THE AREA OF THESE PEOPLE., THEY THEN PROCEEDED WITH
VTHE PROCESSING OF THE SCENE AND COLLECTION OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE.
FROM THE SCENEs SIU RECOVERED 1IN EXCESS GF 200 SHELL CASINGS,
-DOZENS OF SPENT BULLETS WHICH WERE OBTAINED FORM THE BODIES,
WALLSs ROOMS AND GROUND UNDER THE VICTIMS. A NUMBER OF THESE
WERE RECOVERED BY DIGGING UNDER THE AREA WHERE THE VICTIMS LAY.
SEVERAL LATEN PRINTS WERE LIFTED FROM THE ROOM. AN AUTOPSY WAS
PERFORMED ON THE VICTIMS, AND SUPERVISED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH BY AN AMERICAN MEDICAL EXAMINER WHO WAS VISITING
SAN SALVADOR. THE VICTIMS WERE BURIED ON SUNDAY, 11/19/89. SIU
RETAINED THEIR CLOTHING AS EVIDENCE, AND SIU TECHNICIANS EXAMINED
THEM FOR GUNPOWDER RESIDUE. EVIDENCE AT THE CRIME SCENE

" INDICATED THAT A NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS ARMED WITH HIGH POWERED
RIFLES HAD FORCED THEIR WAY INTD THE PRIESTS' LIVING QUARTERS
SHOT ONE INSIDE THE BUILDING AND FORCED THE OTHERS OUT TOD A
GRASSY AREAs WHERE THE REST WERE EXECUTED. ON OF THE BODIES WAS
fHEN DRAGGED BY HIS FEET BACK INTO THE BUILDING. THE COGK AND
"HER DAUGHTER WERE SHOT IN THEIR ROCM, BY THE KITCHEN, DbHN AN

EXIT CORRIDIR FROM THE PRIESTS® AREA.
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SIU ATTEMPTED TO LIFT LATENT PRINTS FROM THE SHELL CASINGS
USING GRAPHITE POWDER BUT, WERE UNABLE TO DEVELOP ANY USING THAT
TECHNIQUE. THEY WERE IN THE PROCESS OF PERFORMING TOOL=-MARK
IDENTIFICATION OF THE CASINGS AND WERE ALMOST COMPLETED WITH THAT
PROCEDURE. THE CLOTHING WAS BEING PROCESSED FOR GUNPOWDER
RESIDUE THROUGH MICROSCOPIC ANALYSIS, HOWEVERs DURING A
WALKTHROUGH OF THE "LAB"™ IT WAS OBSERVED THAT THE EXAMINATION WAS
BEING CONDUCTED IN A ROOM NORMALLY USED FOR MEETINGS AND THE
CLOTHING NOT IN THE PROCESS OF EXAMINATION WAS STACKED IN PILES
ON THE FLOOR IN A CORNER OF THE ROOM. THE TECHNICIANS WERE WERE
ASKED IF THE CLOTHING HAD OR WOULD BE PROCESSED FOR FIBERS AND
THEY RESPONDED THAT THEY DID NOT HAVE THE CAPABILITY OR TRAINING
TO DO SUCH AN ANALYSIS. THIS WAS APPARENTLY THE SAME REASON WHY
THE CRIME SCENE WAS NOT SWEPT OR VACUUMED FOR THIS TYPE OF
EVIDENCE ALTHOUGH IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT DUE TO THE LARGE NUMBER
OF ONLOOKERS GOING IN AND OUT OF THE CRIME SCENE PRIOR TO THE
ARRIVAL OF THE SIU WOULD HAVE CONTAMINATED THE AREA ANYWAY,
RENDERING SUCH AN EFFORT USELESS. A COMPLETE NEIGHBORHOOD
INVESTIGATION OF ALL RESIDENCES ADJACENT TO THE UCA WAS CONDUCTED
BY SIU WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. MOST OF THOSE INTERVIEWED HEARD

THE SHOOTING, BUT DIDN'T GIVE IT A SECOND THOUGHT AS THERE HAD‘

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSERH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100
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BéEN A GREAT DEAL OF SHOOTING EVERY NIGHT DURING THE PRECEEDINGS
WEEK. THE SAME RESPONSE WAS OBTAINED FROM THE GUARDS ON DUTY AT
fHE'UCA GATESs ONE OF WHICH WAS THE HUSBAND/FATHER OF THE COOK
AND THEIR ﬁAUGHTER. THE SIX GAURDS WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR
PATROLLING THE INTERIOR OF THE UCA CAMPUS HAVE NOT BEEN LOCATED
TO DATE., AT THE CONCLUSION OF THR BRIEFINGs COMMANDER RIVAS
STATED THAT DUE TO THE POLITICAL CLIMATE-ANTAGONISTIC
RELATIONSHIP BET EEN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE SALVADORAN
GOVERNMENT, THEY HAVE BEEN FACING A LOCK OF CODOPERATION FROM THE
CHURCH IN ALL ASPECTS OF THE INVESTIGATION, MAKING IT EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TO CONDUCT A THOROUGHK INVESTIGATION.
HE POINTED OUT THAT EVEN AS HE SPOKEs AN ALLEGED WITNESS TO THE
INCIDENT, LUCIA BARRERA, WAS BEING TAKEN OUT OF THE COUNTRY BY
THE CHURCH AND THE SPANISH AMBASSADOR., HE SAID THAT BARRERA HAD

MADE A STATEMENT BEFORE A JUDGE IN SAN SALVADOR AS TO HAVING SEEN
NUMBER DF MEN IN UNIFORM ENTER THE UCA COMPOUNDs OVERHEARD THE

VOICES OF THE PRIESTS AND HEARD THE SHOOTING BUT HIS
INVESTIGATORS HAD NOT BEEN ALLOWED TO CONDUCT A THORDUGH
INTERVIEW OF THE WITNESS. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE BRIEFING AND

WALKTHROUGH OF THE LABORATORY FACILITY, RICHARD CHIDISTER, LEGAL
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OFFICER, US EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR, ADVISED THAT THE EMBASSY HAD
"JUST LEARNED THAT LUCIA BARRERA WAS GOING TO BE TAKEN TO MIAMI,
FLORIDA ON A FRENCH MILITARY AIRCRAFT AND AMBASSADOR WALKER HAD
ReUESTED THAT HE aND ALATH} rccompany HER as sHE wWas
REPORTED TO BE THE ONLY EYEWITNESS TO THE KILLINGS WHO HAD COME
FOWARD TO DATED. DUE TO THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THIS
DEPARTUREs ALAT -MET WITH AMBASSADOR WALKER BRIEFLY AT SAN
SALVADOR AIRPORT BUT NOT BREIFING WAS PROVIDED TO THE AMBASSADOR
AT THAT TIME. DURING THE FLIGHT, AND AFTER ARRIVAL IN MIAMI,
CHIDISTER WAS FULLY BRIEFED ON THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS MADE BY
ALAT -

1. THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY THAT LATENT PRINTS COULD BE
DEVELOPED FROM THE SHELL CASINGS BY THE FBI LABORATORY USING
TECHNIQUES NOT KNOWN OF AVAILABLE AT THE SIU LABORATORY.

2. THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY THAT FIBER EVIDENCE MAY BE
PRESENT IN THE VICTIMS' CLOTHING, AND AGAIN, THE FBI LABORATORY
COULD POSSISLY ASSIST IN THAT EXAMINATION.

3., THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY ALTHOUGH VERY REMOTE DUE TO THE

EXTENSIVE CONTAMINATION OF THE CRIME SCENEs THAT FBI TECHNICIANS
BT
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ECTION TWO GF TWO SECTIONS

ITE: //3460//

ASS: HQ FOR AD BAKER; CID; UNIT CHIEF— FLU; OLIA.

UBJECT: UNSUBS; SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN SAN SALVADOR,

7L

L SALVADOR; FPC-MURDERj; 00: HQ.

TEXT CONTINUES:
OQULD PROCESS THE PRIESTS'.RDOMS FOR FIBER/HAIR EVIDENCE. THE
ATTER WOULD BE DISCUSSED WITH THE FBI LABORATORY TO DETERMINE IF
UCH PROCESSING WOULD BE OF ANY VALUE., AS WELL AS THE

OSSIBILITY OF PROCESSING FOR LATENT PRINTS THE ANKLES OF THE
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CADAVER, WHICH HAD BEEN DRAGGED BACK TO THE ROOM.

4. FBI WOULD ASSIST SIU IN THE INTERVIEW OF BARRERA, AND
OFFER THE SERVICES OF AN FBI SPANISH SPEAKING POLYGRAPH EXAMINER
IF THOUGHT NECESSARY BY SIU.

CHIDISTER RELAYED THESE FACTS TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT
COMMAND POST IN WASHINGTON D.Ces AS WELL AS US AMBASSADOR WALKER
IN SAN SALVADOR. IN ADDITIONs CHIDISTER WAS ADVISED THAT IT WAS
acaT [P orinion THAT SIU PERFORMED A VERY PROFESSIONAL AND 10
AS THOROUGH AN INVESTIGATION TO DATE, AS WAS POSSIBLE UNDER THE
CIRCUMSTANCES AND GIVEN THEIR LEVEL OF TRAININGs EXPERTISE AND
EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE.

ON 11/24/89 THE FACTS RELATING TO THE COLLECTION,
PRESERVATION, AND PROCESSING OF EVIDENCE WERE DISCUSSED WITH ,Z{]7C>
— FBI LABORATORY. -ADVISED THAT THE FBI
LABORATORY COULD ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP PRINTS FROM THE CASINGS AS IT
WAS STILL POSSIBLE TO D3 SO, EVEN THOUGH THE POWDER HAD BEEN USED
AND A SMALL PIECE OF TAPE MAD BEEN ATTACHED TO EACH ONE FOR
IDENTIFICATION. HE SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION, IT WOULD NOT BE
WORTHWHILE TO HAVE THE CRIME SCENE PROCESSED BY FBI TECHNICIANS
DUE TO THE HIGH DEGREE OF CONTAMINATION. HE SUGGESTED THAT

SCRAPINGS BE QBTAINED FROM THE VICTIMS CLOTHING AND MAINTAINED
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FOR A POSSIBLE FUTURE COMPARRISON SHOULD SUSPECTS DEVELOP IN THE’
CASE. AFTER CHECKING WITH THE LATENT FINGERPRINTS SECTIONs HE
ADVISED THAT LATENT PRINTS HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY LIFTED FROM
CADAVERS AS LATE AS SIX DAYS AFTER THEY WERE MADE BUT IN THIS
CASEs NINE DAYS HAD ALREADY PASSED THUS ELIMINATING THE
POSSIBILITY OF SUCCEEDING IN THAT EFFORT,

THE ABOVE WAS RELAYED TO CHIDISTER WHO ADVISED AMBASSADOR

WALKER,

ON 11724789, Lucta sarrReERa DE cErNas OPo: (GG

INTERVIEWED BY ALAT-AND SA —FRDH THE MIAMI

DIVISION., SHE ADVISED THAT SHE WAS SLEEPING WITH HER HUSBAND AND
DAUGHTER IN A HOUSE BELONGING TO THE UCA PRIESTSs LOCATED
'DIRECTLY ACCROSS THE STREET FROM A GATE LEADING TO THe KITCHEN
AREA. SHE WOKE UP DUE TO THE GUNFIRE., SHE PEEKED OUT THE WINDOW
AND SAW FIVE INDIVIDUALS MAKING THEIR WAY INTO THE UCA GROUNDS

THROUGH THAT GATE. SHE COULD ONLY SEE TWO OF THEM CLEARLY IN THE
‘MOONLIGHT, AND COULD SEE THAT THEY WERE WEARING CAMOUFLAGE

FATIGUES, CAPS AND WERE CARRYING RIFLES, WHICH THEY FIRED INTO

THE AIR. SHE RECOGNIZED THEM TO BE SOLDIERS. SHE THEN HEARD

7¢
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SHOUTINGs HEARD ONE OF THE PRIESTS' VOICES AND MORE SHOOTING» AS
WELL AS SEVERAL LOUD EXPLOSIONS. SHE WENT BACK TO HER BED AND
HID UNTIL MORNING. AT SIX A.M., SHE GOT UP, DRESSED AND WENT
INTO THE UCA COMPOUND USING THE SAME DOOR USED BY THE SOLDIERS.

SHE SAW THE BODIES OF TWO WOMEN IN THE KITCHEN AREA, THEN MADE

HER WAY THROUGH THE DINING ROOM TO A WINDOW, WHERE SHE SAW TWO OF

THE PRIESTS DEAD ON THE GROUND. SHE LEFT, AND WENT TO

NOTIFY THE OTHER UCA PRIESTS WHO WERE LIVING IN A HOUSE JUST
OUTSIDE THE UCA COMPOUND. SHE TOLD THEM WHAT SHE HAD SEEN AND
WAS INSTRUCTED BY THEM TO WKEEP QUIET®. SHE DID NDT TALK T0
ANYONE ABOUT THIS MATTER UNTIL SEVERAL DAYS LATER AT THE
INSTRUCTION OF THE PRIESTS. SHE DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE
INDIVIDUALS SHE SAW AS ANYTHING BUT SOLDIERS AND wAS NOT ABLE TO
DISTINGUISH FACIAL CHARACTERISTICS.

AFTER THE INTERVIEW, CHIDISTER WAS ADVISED OF THE
INFORMATION SHE HAD PROVIDED AND THAT sa SEESEEEEPWAS OF THE
OPINION THAT SHE MIGHT BE A CANDIDATE FOR HYPNOTIC INTERVIEW IN
ORDER TO TRY TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE TWO
INDIVIDUALS SHE SAW BY MOONLIGHT.

COMMANDER RIVAS, SIUUs IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN MIAMI IN

THE AFTERNOON OF 11/25/89 AND A JOINT INTERVIEW OF BARRERA WILL

1D
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BE CONDUCTED ON 11/27/89 IN THE MIAMI OFFICE.

ADMINISTRATIVE: IT IS WRITERS OPINION THAT THE
INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE BY THE SIU WAS PROFESSIONAL AND
AS THOROUGH AS CIRCUMSTANCES AND CAPABILITIES ALLOWED. ANY
OMISSION OR OVERSIGHT WAS SUE TO A LACK DF KNOWLEDGE AND LIMITED
FORENSIC CAPABILTIY ON THEIR PART. MR. CHIDISTER HAS REQUESTED
THAT CURRENT FBI FORENSIC SCIENCE HANDBDOKS AND OTHER RELATED
MATERIALS BE MADE AVAILABLE TO SIU, EL SALVADOR. IN ADDITION, HE
HAS REQUESTED A BRIEFING ON FBI LABORATORY CAPABILITIES FOR THE
HEAD OF SIU LABORATORY AS WELL AS SIU PROJECT ADVISOR TO ASSIST
THEM IN MAKING DECISIONS REGARDING EVIDENCE IN ANY FUTURE
INCIDENT OF THIS TYPE.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.
BT
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The SIU recovered over 200 shell casings, dozens of
spent bullets recovered from the bodies of the victims, from
walls, rooms and the ground under the victims. The SIU attempted
to 1ift latents from the shells using graphite powder, but were
unable to develop any using this method. The victims' clothing __ —
was belng processed for powder residue through microscopic
analysis, however, during a walk-through of the SIU laboratory,
ALAT oted that the examination was being conducted in a
meetling room, with unprocessed clothing heaped in a pile in a
corner of the room. The technicians were asked if the clothing
had or would be processed for fibers and hairs to which they
responded that they did not have the capability or training to do
so. SIU conducted a neighborhood investigation of the crime
scene with negative results. The six guards responsible for
guarding the compound have not been located to date.

At the conclusion of the briefing, Commander Rivas
stated that due to the political climate and antagonistic
relationship between the Catholic Church and the Salvadoran
Government, the SIU has faced a lack of cooperation from the
Church in all aspects of the investigation, making it extremely
difficult to conduct a thorough investigation. He pointed out
that even as he spoke, an alleged witness to the incident, Lucia
Barrera, was being taken out of the country by the Church and the

Spanish Ambassador and SIU had not been allowed to thoroughly
interview her.

At the conclusion of the SIU laboratory walk-through,
ALATH P 2s notified by Richard Chidester, Legal Advisor,
U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, that the Embassy had Jjust learned
that the witness, Lucia Barrera, was going to be taken by French
military aircraft to Miami, Florida and U.S. Ambassador William
Walker had requested ALAT and him (Chidester) to
accompany her. During the ight and in Miami, ALAT
fully briefed Chidester on the following observations:

1. There was a possibility that latent prints could be
developed from the shell casings.

2. There was a possibility that fiber evidence may be

present in the victims' clothing despite the contamination of the
crime scene.

3. There was a possibility (although very remote due
to extensive contamination of the crime scene) that FBI

technicians could process the priests' rooms for fiber/hair
evidence.

4. The FBI would assist the SIU in the interview of
Barrera and offer the services of an FBI Spanish speaking
Polygraph examiner, if necessary.



Mr. Chidester relayed these facts to the Department of
State Command Post, Washington D.C., and Ambassador Walker. In
addition, Chidester was advised that in the opinion of ALAT
qC ” the SIU performed a professional and as thorough
nvestigation to date as was possible under the circumstances -_—
given their level of training, expertise and available equipment.

ALAT WP relayed the facts surrounding the
collection, preservation and processing of evidence by the SIU to
’ Assistant Section Chief#on 11/24/89. Mr.
QV advised that the FBI could attempt to develop prints from the
10

shell casings. Mr. advised however, that in his opinion, it
would not be worthwhile to have the crime scene processed by FBI
technicians due to the high degree of contamination. He
suggested that scrapings be obtained from the victims' clothing

I and maintained for future possible comparison. This information
was passed to Mr. Chidester who relayed it to Ambassador Walker.

On 11/24/89, Lucia Barrera de Cerna was interviewed b
ALAT BB =03 Miami Supervisory Special Agent#
1L She advised that she was sleeping with her husband and daughter

in a house belonging to the priests, located directly across the
street from a gate leading to the kitchen area. She woke up due
to the gunfire and peeked out a window and saw five individuals
making their way into the compound through the gate. She could
see two of them clearly in the moonlight and could see that they
were wearing camouflaged fatigues, caps and were carrying rifles,
which they fired into the air. She recognized them to be
Salvadoran soldiers. She heard shooting, heard one of the
priests's voices and more shooting and several loud -explosions.
She went back to her bed and hid until morning.

At 6:00 a.m., she arose, dressed and went into the
compound using the same door used by the soldiers. She observed
the bodies of two women in the kitchen area, then made her way
through the dining room to a window, where she saw two of the
priests dead on the ground. She left and went to a house located
outside the compound where other priests lived and alerted them
to what she had seen. She was instructed by them to "keep
quiet”. She did not talk to anyone about this matter until
Several days later at the instruction of the priests. She did
not recognize the individuals she saw as anyone but soldiers and
was not able to distinguish facial characteristics.

L participated in the interview of Barrera on 11/27/89, with ALAT
1 d The witness provided substantially the same information

QJ Commander Rivas arrived at Miami on 11/25/89, and
as before. Commander Rivas interviewed Barrera's husband on the

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSERH
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afternoon of 11/27/89, will review his notes and the tape
recorded interviews and re-interview Barrera and her husband on
11/28/89. 1In addition, the SIU polygraph examiner,
National Academy graduate, will arrive at Miami at 1: Jm.,
1(/ 11/28/89, and will participate in the polygraph of the witness
and her husband by an FBI Spanish language polygraph examiner.
Commander Rivas is of the opinion that Barrera must be
polygraphed so that in the future, no doubt can be cast upon her
testimony by opponents.

We are discussing with the Departments of State and
Justice the future protection of the witness and her family.

It is anticipated that ALAT-will return to
San Salvador on 11/30/89, in order to brief Ambassador Walker and
4L review all the evidence collected by the SIU. If necessary, ALAT
will take custody of the evidence and transport it to the
FBI Laboratory for examination.

You will be kept advised of developments in this
matter.

M. V. Hale
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By my note of 11/28/89, you were advised that during
the early morning hours of 11/16/89, an undetermined number of
unidentified individuals entered a Jesuit compound and killed six
Jesuit priests, their cook and her daughter. A witness, Lucia
Barrera de Cerna, was made available by other Jesuit priests to.
the American Embassy and upon instructions of Ambassador William
Walker, she, her husband and daughter were flown to Miami in the
company of Assistant Legal Attache, Mexico
7¢ city Office. As you will recall, ALAT had been
dispatched to El Salvador to assess th s matter for further FBI
action.

Since the arrival of the witness and her family in the
United States, the Miami Division has been maintaining them in a
Secure location, noting that an amateur photographer aboard the
French military plane that had transported them from E1 Salvador
to Miami, had video-taped Barrera boarding the flight, and sold
the tape to the news media. on 11/27/89, the Department of State
(DOS), El Salvador Desk Officer advised that on 11/24/89, Robin
Ross, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, Department of
Justice (DOJ) had contacted DOS and informed Undersecretary
Kimmitt that the DOJ would accept the witness and her family into
the Witness Protection Program (WPP). On 11/28/89, DOS advised
OLIA that as of this date, DOJ has not responded to the request.
Contact with Gerald shur, Director, WPP, DOJ, determined that he

has not received any instructions concerning the protection of
‘Barrera and her family.

-

At 5:10 p.m., 11/28/89, ALAT madvised that based
10 on a number of discrepancies, the husbang o e witness was
re-interviewed this date and subsequently admitted that he had

Legat, Panama City Jb3-610855 — /7
Legat, Mexico City

- Mr. Clarke Mr. Ahlerich
- Mr. Revell ;

l -
l - Mr. Hale ' I
Mr. Baker 1l - Mr. /éf_z:_ v
Mr. O'Hara 1 - Mr. 76 S iovl
pren: v GNP ) - v o R
i . - Mr. - —

riaing n (P : -
| ,853 gxgd cannt b locatey, - OLIA (I/FPCU) ’,,/
T Onginzlis
Section it v

bo fied either ’<
{2 new serlafy Of 2y ba given # y 7
N
il




not been truthful to the FBI. a follow-up interview of the
witness, Lucia Barrera, took place at the Miami Office,
whereupon she admitted that the details she had related were
false. She stated that she had been coached and instructed by
Maria Julia Hernandez, an Honduran attorney working for a Human
Rights Organization in E1 Salvador, on the details she was to
relate to authorities. Barrera is not aware if the Jesuits are
cognizant of her collusion with Hernandez.

ALAT?advised that Barrera and her husband will
be polygraphed-on the morning of 11/29/89, in order to establish
which of their "stories" is correct. 1In addition, Ambassador
Walker has been requested to approach President Cristiani to
obtain his concurrence in having Barrera place a consensually
monitored telephone call to Hernandez in an effort to elicit
additional details regarding the alleged fabrication of details.

Mr. Mueller, DOJ, ahd the DOS Salvadoran Desk Officer
have been advised of the above information.

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

On 11/28/89, OLIA learned from Legat, Panama City, that
Ambassador Walker had requested from Drug Enforcement
Administrator Jack Lawn, the "expertise" of Assistant Country
Attache, Mr. Mexico City, and Mr. Lawn had
authorized same. Mr. arrived in San Salvador on 11/28/89,
to "assist" the Ambassador in his investigation of these
murders. The DOS Desk Officer confirmed that Ambassador walker
had personally requested Mr. presence in San Salvador.
This has not been addressed w either DOJ or Ambassador walker.

In addition, on
British counterparts that

11/28/89, Legat, London was advised b

You will be kept advised of further developments in
this matter.

M. V. Hale
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OFFICE OF THE FBI BY LTC RIVAS, COMMANDER OF THE EL SALVADOR
S;ECIAL INVESTIGATIVE UNIT, AND AN FBI-MIAMI AGENT. BOTH
INDIVIDUALS RECANTED THEIR STORY AND STATED THAT THEY HAD HEARD
THE SHOOTINGs, BUT HAD NOT OBSERVED ANYTHING. THE ORIGINAL
VERSION WAS THAT LUCIA BARRERA HAD LOOKED OUT A WINDOW AND
DOBSERVED FiVE INDIVIDUALS IN MILITARY UNIFORMS FIRE WEAPONS INTO
THE AIR AND ENTER THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL AMERICA (JCA)
COMPOUND., LUCIA ADVISED THAT MARIA JULIA HERNANDEZs A HONDURAN
CITIZEN AND CHIEF DOF THE "TUTELA LEGAL DEL ARSOBISPADO DE EL
SALVADOR", A HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP UNDER THE OFFICES OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH IN EL SALVADOR, HAD INSTRUCTED HER TO SAY THAT AND COACHED

HER ON WHAT TG SAY., IT WOULD APPEAR THAT AT LEAST THREE OF THE

e Y /7c

'-MAY 8F AWARE THAT LUCIA WAS FABRICATING HER ORIGINAL

STDRY, A PJLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF 80TH JORGE CERNA AND LUCIA
BARRERA BY AN FEI POLYGRAPH EXAMINER WAS REQUESTED BY COM. RIVAS

ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR. IN RETELCALL, UC
7C

@Y : o' 15:0 FBIHQ HAD APPROVED THE POLYGRAPH AND THESE

EXAMINATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED ON INSTANT DATE.
FSIHQ SHOULD NOTE THAT ABOVE DETAILS RESULTS OF PERSONAL

INTERVIENS ON NDOVEMBER 28, 1989, AND SUBSTANCE THEREOF MAY CHANGE
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AFTER POST-POLYGRAPH INTERVIEW. THE BUREAU WILL BE KEPT
IMMEDIATELY ADVISED.

INVESTIGATION AT MIAMI CONTINUING,
BT
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WAS INFORMED THAT THE FBI HAD DISPATCHED AN AGENT TO EL SALVADOR

TO REVIEW AND ASSESS THEIR NEEDS. - IT WAS ALSD POINTED OUT THAT A
UNIT HAD BEEN TRAINED FQR THE SALVADDRIANS TO INVESTIGATE SUCH
MATTERS AND THAT BY INVOLVING THE UeSes THE UeKes AND SPAIN IN
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ON NOVEMBER 30, 1989, POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS WERE CONDUCTED
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ON LUCIA BARRERA AND JORGE CERNA REGARDING THEIR STATEMENTS OF
NOVEMEER 29 1989. 1IN THESE STATEMENTS, 80TH MAINTAINED THAT
NEITHER ONE HAD O08SERVED AMYTHING, THOUGH BOTH HAD HEARD THE
SHOOTING. IN ADDITION, LUCIA STATED THAT SHE HAD BEEN CONVINCED
'BY MARIA JULIA HEXNANDEZ TO LIE REGARDING THE EVENTS. POLYGRAPH
EXAMINATIONS FAUND BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE sEING DECEPTIVE ON ALL
RELEVANT ISSUES TESTZO.
ON THE MJIRNING OF DECEMSER 1, 1969, JORGE CERNA ADVISED THAT

THEY HAD 3EEN LYING AND THAT THEY BOTH HADs IN FACT, STOOD P AND
LOOKED JUT THE A4INDOW DURING A LULL IN THE GUNFIRE. THEY HAD
BOTH SEEN A NUM3ER OF MEN WEARING FATIGUES AND CAPS, CARRYING
WEAPONS AND RUNNING FROM THE DIRECTION OF THE PRIESTS' QUARTERS
TO THE WOODED AREA WEST OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL AMERICA
(UCA) GROUNDS. A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION WAS CONDUCTED REGARDING
THIS STATEMENT AND RESULTS wERZ ALSO IMDICATIVE OF DECEPTIGW.
WHEN. CONFRONTED W€ITH THE KESULTS 3F THE POLYGRAPH, CERKNA ADVISED
THAT HE IN FACT 4AD FABRICATEL THIS WHOLE STORY, AS HE HAD TOLD
THE TRUTH ON NOVEMBER 29, 1985, ™AND THE POLYGRAPH MACHINE DIDN'T
SELIEVE HIM™, HE SAID THAT IN FACT THOSE STATEMENTS HAD BEEN
TRUE, THEY HAD NOT SEEN ANYTHINGs AND MARIA JULIA HERNANDEZ HAD

CONVINCED HIS WIFE T3 LIE. 1IN VIEW OF THIS NO FURTHER ATTEMPTS

iy 9
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WEPE MADE TO INTERVIEW EITHER LUCIA OR JORGE CERNA ANY FURTHER.

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEMN MADE 2Y STATE DEPARTMENT TO TURN OVER
THE FAMILY T3 THE JESUIT ORGAWIZATION ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3,
1989, ACCORDING TO STATE DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE, DEBORAH
MC CARTHY, FATHER TIPTON FROM THE ASSGCIATION OF JESUITS®
UNIVERSITIES, ASHINGTONs DeCes WILL BE ARRIVING IN MIAMI,
FLORIDA, OM TAE EVENING OF DECEM2ER 2, 196G. FATHER TIPTON WILL
BE ACCOMPANIED %Y FATHER JISEPH BEREDA OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AT AUSTIN., ALSD ACCOMPANYING THE CLERGIES WILL BE TWO ATTGRNEYS
WHO WILL DEBRIEF THE ABOVE=-MENTIONED SALVADORIAN NATIONALS.

MC CARTHY INDICATED THAT THE ~ATURZ OF THIS DEBRIEFING IS TO
RELIEVE THE JESUIT JRUER OF ANWY LIABILITY IN THE EVENT THAT THE
CERNAS ALLEGE HAVING BEEN CAPTIVES OF THE U.Se GOVERNMENT.

FOR THE INFORMATION OF F3IHQ, ON DECEMBER 1, 1989, THE MIAMI
DIVISION, AITH THE CONSENT FRUM JIRGZ CERNA AND LUCIA EARRERA,
ASSISTED COLONEL RIVAS, SeI.U.s EL SALVADJOR, IN OBTAINING MAJOR

CASE PRINTS. ADDITIONALLYs S.I.U. POLYGRAPH TECHNICIAN_ 2C
_GBTAINED HAIR SAMPLES FROM BUTH OF THESE INDIVIDUALS
AFTER O3TAINING THEIR CONSENT. MIAMI IS HOLDING THE TAPE

RECORDINGS JF THE 11/27-29/89

=
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STATEAENTS ®ADE 2Y BOTH LUCIA AND JORGE CERNA. IN ADDITION,
MIAMI DIVISION WILL PROVIDE 24=-HOUR PROTECTIGN UNTIL
RESPONSIEILITY IS ASSUMED RY THE JESUITS.

AFTER A NUMBER OF LENGTHY INTERVIEWS AND POLYGRAPH
SXAMINATIONS, MIAMI IS OF THE OPINION THAT BOTH SARRERA AND CERNA
ARE JWRELIABLE WITNESSES AND 0O NUT APPEAR TO BE ABLE/WILLING TO
SHED &MY LIGHT 3N CAPTIGNED HIMICIDES.

o7
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o LEHALIO
~~'D rector Sessions:
s = RE: ~ ELLACURIA MURDER, ET AL.

.S. EMBASSY, SAN SALVADOR b
.REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION -

GENERAL CRIMINAL MATTERS

By M. V. Hale note dated 11)28/89, you were advised
that based on the Government of El Salvador request for FBI
assistance to the U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, El Salvador, /4{76

Assistant Legal Attache (ALAT)— Legat,
Mexico City was dispatched to San Salvador on 11/22/89. On
11/23/89, ALAT#and U.S. Embassy, San Salvador, Legal
Advisor Richard Chidester accompanied an alleged witness, her
husband and child to the Miami Division for safekeeping and
interviews at the request of U.S. Ambassador William Walker.
The following provides the results of interviews:

On 11/30/89, polygraph examinations were conducted
on Lucia Barrera and Jorge Cerna regarding their statements of
11/29/89. 1In these statements, both maintained that neither one
had observed anything, although both had heard the shooting.
In addition, Lucia stated that she had been convinced by Maria
Julia Hernandez, an attorney for the Human Rights group known as
"Tutela Legal del Archobispo de El1 Salvador," to lie regarding
the events. Polygraph examinations found both individuals were
being deceptive on all relevant issues tested.

On the morning of 12/1/89, Jorge Cerna advised that he
- and his wife Lucia had been lying and both had, in fact, stood up
and looked out the window during a lull in the gunfire. They had
both seen a number of men wearing fatigues and caps, carrying
weapons and running from the direction of the Priests' quarters
to the wooded area west of the University of Central American
(UCA) grounds. A polygraph examination was conducted regarding
this statement and results were also indicative of deception.
When confronted with the results of the polygraph, Cerna advised
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that he in fact had fabricated this whole story, and had told
the truth on 11/29/89, "and the polygraph machine didn't believe
him." He said that in fact those statements had been true, they
had not seen anything, and Maria Julia Hernandez had convinced
his wife to lie. 1In view of these contradictions, no further
attempts were made to interview either Lucia or Jorge Cerna.

Arrangements have been made by the State Department to
turn over the family to the Jesuit Religious Order on Sunday, -
12/3/89. According to the State Department representative,
Deborah McCarthy, Father Tipton from the Association of Jesuits'
Universities, Washington, D.C., would arrive in Miami, Florida,
on the evening of 12/2/89. Father Tipton will be accompanied
by Father Joseph Bereda of the University of Texas at Austin.
-Also accompanying the clergies will be two attorneys who will
debrief the Cernas. McCarthy indicated that the nature of this
debriefing is to relieve the Jesuit Order of any liability in
the event that the Cernas allege having been captives of the
U.S. Government.

On 12/1/89, the Miami Division, with the consent from
Jorge Cerna and Lucia Barrera, assisted Colonel Rivas, Special /&(
7¢

Investigative Unit (SIU), El Salvador, in obtaining ma Or case
prints. Additionally, SIU polygraph technician#
obtained hair samples from both of these individuals after

obtaining their consent. Miami is holding the tape recordings
of the 11/27-29/89 statements made by both Lucia Barrera and
Jorge Cerna.

After a number of lengthy interviews and polygraph
examinations, Miami is of the opinion that both Barrera and
Cerna are unreliable witnesses and do not appear to be
able/willing to shed any light on captioned homicides.

For information, the Jesuits and the two attorneys
wanted to interview the Cernas away from the Miami Agents prior
to accepting them in order to ascertain if their civil rights had
been violated while in the care of the Miami Division. The Miami
Division would not accede and at approximately noon, 12/3/89,
the Cernas were turned over to the Jesuits and transported to
a8 location they did not wish to divulge to the Miami Division.

Results of the interviews and polygraphs have been made
available to the Department of State and Ambassador walker.

You will be kept advised of any additional developments
in this matter.

M. V. Hale
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CONFIDENTIAL

BY LIAISON

Date: 2/11/89

To: Ambassador David C. Miller, Jr.
Special Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs
Washington, D.C.

FProm: William M. Baker, Assistant Director
Criminal Investigative Division

Subject: MURDERS OF SIX JESUITS AT EL SALVADOR
. 11/16/89;

REQUEST FOR FBI ASSISTANCE.

This entire communication is unclassified except
where noted.

The following is provided pursuant to your
telephone call to me this morning concerning the FBI's
participamnf in the investigation of the murders of the six
Jesuits 1 an Salvador, El Salvador, on 11/16/89.

On 11/18/89, President Alfredo Cristiani of
El Salvador made a formal request of U.S. Ambassador
William G. Walker for FBI assistance in the investigation of
the murders of the six Jesuits. On 11/22/89, an FBI
Supervisory Special Agent assigned to our Mexico City Legal
Attache Office was dispatched to El Salvador to serve in an
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Ambassador David C. Miller, Jr.
Special Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

advisory capacity to U.S. Embassy personnel and to the

El Salvadoran Special Investigation Unit (SIU). (Note: The
SIU, which reports directly to the President and the
Salvadoran Minister of Justice, has received extensive
training by the International Criminal Investigative
Training.Assistance Program (ICITAP), U.S. Department of
Justice (USDOJ). The FBI Supervisory Special Agent
determined that the SIU did a credible job on the crime scene
considering the crime scene had been contaminated by

onlookers and numerous media representatives prior to the
arrival of SIU personnel.

Late on the afternoon of 11/23/89, Spanish Embassy
personnel at El Salvador approached Ambassador Walker to
advise that the Jesuits in El Salvador had turned over to
them, Lucia Barrera, an alleged witness to the killings,
together with her husband, Jorge Cerna, and a small child.
The Spanish were also seeking assistance from the French
Embassy, El Salvador, in order to remove Barrera and her
family from El Salvador for protective custody.

Following negotiations which took place between
Ambassador Walker and Spanish and French representatives, a
decision was made to have the FBI Supervisory Special Agent
and a U.S. Embassy, San Salvador representative accompany the
witness and her family to the United States aboard a French
military aircraft. The witness and her family were lodged at

a secure location at Miami, Florida, under 24-hour protection
provided by the FBI.

On 11/24/89, Lucia Barrera was interviewed by FBI
Special Agents and advised as follows:

On the night of 11/15-16/89, she was sleeping with
her husband and daughter in a house belonging to the priests.
She woke up sometime during the early morning hours to
gunfire, peeked out a window and saw five individuals making
their way into the compound. She could see two of them
clearly in the moonlight and could see that they were

CONFIDA{?IAL
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Ambassador David C. Miller, Jr.
Special Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

wearing camouflaged fatigues and caps and were carrying .
rifles which they fired into the air. She recognized them to
be Salvadoran soldiers. She heard more shooting, heard one
of the priest's voices; then more shooting and several loud
explosions. She went back to bed and hid until morning. At
6:00 a.m., she rose, dressed and went into the compound using
the same door utilized by the Salvadoran soldiers. She
observed the bodies of two women in the kitchen area then
made her way through the dining room to a window where she
saw two of the priests dead on the ground. She left and went
to the residence of other priests located outside the
compound and alerted them to what she had seen. She was
instructed by the priests to keep quiet and did not talk to.
anyone about this matter until several days later upon
further instruction from the priests. She did not recognize
any of the individuals she saw, and could describe them only

as soldiers. She would not be able to identify specific
indiviguals. :

On 11/27/89, Barrera was again interviewed by
Special Agents of the FBI and the Commanding Officer of the
SIU who had traveled from El Salvador to Miami, Florida on
11/25/89. On this occasion, Barrera provided essentially the
same information she had provided on 11/24/89. On the
afternoon of 11/27/89, Jorge Cerna, the witness' husband, was
interviewed by FBI Special Agents and the SIU Commander.
buring this interview, several discrepancies were noted, and
it was agreed that the witness, Lucia Barrera, should be
reinterviewed on 11/28/89.

On 11/28-29/89, Lucia Barrera and Jorge Cerna were
confronted with the discrepancies. 1In separate interviews,
they recanted the original statements and indicated that they
had not observed anything, although both had heard the
shooting. 1In addition, Barrera stated that she had been
convinced by an individual working for the human rights group
known as "Tutela Legal del Archobispo de El Salvador," to lie
regarding the events. This same individual was present when
Lucia Barrera provided testimony to the investigating
magistrate in El Salvador prior to her departure.

CONFIDE&?IAL
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Ambassador David C. Miller, Jr.
Special Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

)

On 11/30/89, polygraph examinations were separately
conducted on Barrera and Cerna regarding their statements of
11/29/89. _The polygraph examinations found both individuals
were being deceptive on all relevant issues, including their

claims to have observed Salvadoran soldiers near the priests'
residence. :

Again, on the morning of 12/1/89, Cerna was
reinterviewed and advised that he and his wife had been lying
and claimed that both had in fact stood up and looked out the
window during a lull in the gunfire. He claimed they had
both seen a number of men wearing fatigues and caps, carrying
weapons and coming from the direction of the priests'
quarters to the wooded area west of the University of Central
America (UCA) grounds. Cerna was again polygraphed regarding
this statement and the results were also indicative of
deception. When confronted with the results of this
polygraph, Cerna advised that he in fact had fabricated this
whole story and that he had actually told the truth on
11/29/89. He stated that in fact he had not seen anything
and that the individual from the human rights group had
convinced his wife to 1lie.

After a number of lengthy interviews and three
polygraph examinations each of Cerna and Barrera, the FBI is
of the opinion that both are unreliable witnesses and do not
appear to be able or willing to shed any light on the
killings of the Jesuits. From their arrival in the United
States on 11/23/89 until they were turned over to the custody
of the Jesuits at approximately 12:00 noon, 12/3/89, Barrera
and her family were housed at a safe location with 24-hour
protection by FBI personnel. The objective of the FBI was to
assist the Government of El Salvador as a neutral
professional investigative agency to determine the accuracy
of the facts presented by Barrera and her husband regardless
of any political interests. It is believed that they may
have heard shots, but they did not observe any of the events
that transpired on 11/16/89.

CONFIRENTIAL
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Ambassador David C. Miller, Jr.
Special Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

During -their entire period of cooperatign with the
FBI, Barrera and her family were provided food and lodging. -_—
The questions during interviews and the polygraph
examinatiods were fully explained in detail to them. Their
demeanor while in FBI protective custody was one of
gratefulness, desiring to cooperate.

We have reviewed the statements made by Ambassador
Walker to the press and fully agree with the statements.

The following information is-elassified

The interviews of Barrera and her husband, Cerna,
were conducted by experienced FBI Special Agents and were
recorded. The polygraph examinations have been reviewed by
quality control experts at FBIHQ, and they are in agreement

that Barr d her husband were deceptive in their
responses u

he individual from the human rights group was

identified by Barrera as Maria Julia Hernandez, an Hondur
attorney, who is known to the U.S. Embassy, San Salvadorggiibﬁ

This information is being provided to you in &’
timely manner for your assistance. The FBI has not

coordinated the above with Ambassador Walker or his staff and
you may wish to do so.

Should you desire further information concerning
this matter, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

1 - Mr. Robert M. Gates
Assistant to the President and
Deputy for National Security Affairs
First Floor, West Wing
White House

1l - Robin Ross
Executive Assistant to
the Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
(Please send via secure fax t
Legat, London) '
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tHE FEI IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED INVESTIGATIDN%“/ _

AS FBIHQ IS AWARE, BY VIRTUE OF THE EXTENSIVE INTERNATIONAL
PUBLICITY AFFORDED TO THE CAPTIONED MATTER, THE KILLING OF THE
SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN SAN SALVADOR HAS BECOME A MATTER OF
CRITICAL IMPORTANCE TO THE CREDIBILITY OF THE CRISTIANI.
GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR AND POLITICALLY IMPORTANT T3 THE FUTURE
COURSE OF THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF EL SA_LVADIR., SPECIFICALLY THE HANDLING OF THIS
MATTER IS VERLY LIKELY TO BE JUDGED IN THE ARENA GF THE
FORTHCOMING U.S. CONGRESSIONAL ACTION RELATIVE TO THE DECISIONS
ON FUTURE FINANCIAL AID IN SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF EL
SALVADOR.
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DISCOVERY OF THE CAPTIONED CRIMEs

THE PERCEPTION QUICKLY DEVELDPED THAT THE FBI WAS BEING CALLED
UPON TC ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADIR IN BRINGING THE
INVESTIGATION TO SOME RESOLUTION. WHEREAS THE PERCEPTION OF FBI
INVDLVEMENT WAS WIDELY REPIRTED IN THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS, AS
THE BUREAU IS WELL AWARE, THE INITIAL BUREAU RESPONSE TG THE
SPECIFIC REQUEST MADE BY SALVADORAN PRESIDENT CRISTIANI THROUGH
THE U.S. AMBASSADOR TO EL SALVADOR, WAS A MEASURED PRELIMINARY

EFFORT TO ASSIST THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR IN INSURING THAT

"ONTIDRRTIAL
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APPROPRIATC CONSIDERATION WAS BEING GIVEN TO FORENSIC ISSUES
DIRECTLY INVOLVED WITH THE CRIME SCENE AND THE TREATMENT OF THE
POTENTIAL ITEMS OF EVIDENCE LOCATED THEREIN, N
THE PRELIMINARY FBI RESPONSE WITH REGAAD‘TO THE ABOVE MATTER
HAD TWOFJOLD RESULTS. THE FIRST RESULT BEING THE ABILITY TO
CONCLUDE THAT THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE UNIT (SIVU) OF THE
GOVERNMENT JF EL SALVADJR (OFFICIALLY CHARGED:HITH THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR INVESTIGATING THE CAPTIONED HATTER) HAD
PROFESSIONALLY ADDRESSED THE CRIME SCENE IN A THOROUGH AND
APPROPRIATE MANNER. ITEMS OF POTENTIAL EVIDENCE SUCH AS SHELL
CASINGS WHICH WERE RECOVERED FROM THE CRIHE SCENE WERE, IN THE
ANALYSIS OF THE BUkEAU'S ADVISOR, HANDLED WITHOUT ERRORS IN
JUDGMENT, AND WITH PROFESSIONALITY, AND MET THE RESPONSIBILITIES
PRESENTED BY THE CRIME SCENE. AS A FOOTNOTE TO THIS ANALYSIS
HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE INTEGRITY OF THE
CRIME SCENE HAD BEEN VIDLATED BY THE FACT THAT THE JESUITS WHO
CONTROLLED THE SPACE OF THE CRIME SCENE HAD PERMITTED ACCESS TO
.THE SPACE BY NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS, PRIOR TO ITS BEING SECURED 8Y

SALVADORAN LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR OFFICIAL CRIME SCENE EXAMINATION
PURPQOSES,
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THE SECOND RESULT OF THE BUREAU'S PRELIMINARY RESPONSE WAS
IN THAT THE ABOVE AGENT DESIGNATED TO ASSESS AND ADVISE THE SIU
AS TO THE MATTERS RELATING TO THE CRIME SCENE SEARCH AND
EXAMINATION OF EVIDENCE, HAS“SPECIFICALL{ TASKED BY THE U.S.
AMBASSADOR T3 EL SALVADOR TO ACCOMPANY A PURPORTED EYE WITNESS TO
THE SHOGTING TO HiAMI; FLORIDA FQR THE PURPOSES OF ADMINISTERING
A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION USED TO ASSESS THE'CREDIBILITY OF THE
STATEMENT GIVEN BY THIS PURPORTED EYE WITNESS TO. THE JESUIT
CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SIuU. .

WITHOUT REGARD TO THE RESULTS OF THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION
AND THE ULTIMATE ASSESSMENT OF THE STATEMENT GIVEN BY THE
PURPORTED EYE WITNESS, IT SHOULD BE EHPHA;IZED THAT THE
INTERNATIONAL PRESS WIDELY REPORTED THE FACT THAT THIS WITNESS
HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM EL SALVADOR IN THE CUSTODY GF THE FBI
VAGAINST THE STRONGLY STATED INTERESTS OF THE JESUITS I& EL
SALYADOR AND THAT IN ITS ENTIRETY, THIS ACTION FURTHER RAISED THE
GENERAL PERCEPTION THAT THE FBI WAS DEEPLY INVdLVED IN MANAGING
THE INVESTIGATION OF THE CAPTIONED MATTER., THE DISPLEASURE OF
THE JESUITS IS CLEARLY EVIDENCED IN THE FACT THAT ON SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 10, 1989, THE ARCHBISHGP OF SAN SALVADOR PUBLICLY

ALLEGED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAD COERCED THE ABOVE PURPORTED

CONFKDENT!AL‘
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WITNESS TO THE JESUIT KILLINGS TO CHANGE HER STORY. AS FBIHQ IS
AWARE, THESE ALLEGATIONS WERE WIDELY REPURTED IN THE
INTERNATIONAL PRESS AND AGAIN IDENTIFIED THE FBI AS A PARTY
PARTICIPATORY TO THE HANDL ING OF THE.HITNESS éND DIRECTLY
INVOLVED IN THE INVESTIGATION.

IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE, IT IS CLEAR TH{T THE FBI HAS BEEN
WELL IDENTIFIED WITH THE HANDLING OF THE CAéTIDNED INVESTIGATIOCN,
IT IS THEREFOREy THE OBSERVATION OF LEGAT, MEXICb CITY THAT ANY
DECISIONS WITH REGARD TD FURTHER ACTION BY THE FBI IN CONNECTION
WITH THE CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION, 8E MADE WITH REGARD TO THEVFACT
THAT THe F3I IS BEING JUDGED AS KEY PLAYEB\IN THE EFFORT TGO
RESOLVE THE ABOVE\MATTER AND THAT ALL FBI ACTIONS WILL
UNCOUBTEDLY BE SECOND GUESSED FROM THIS PERSPECTIVE.

FROM INFORMATION WHICH IS AVAILABLE TO LEGAT, MEXICO CITY,
IT IS APPARENT THAT THE GOVERWMENT OF EL SALVADOR IS FULLY
COMMITTED T3 USING THE FULL RESQOURCES OF THEIR CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM TO HANDLE THE ABOVE MATTER IN THE CONTEXT OF A CRIMINAL
»INVESTIGATIQN. IT IS ALSO APPARENT, HOWEVER, THAT IN VIEW OF THE
OVERWHELMING POLITICAL ISSUES WHICH THIS INCIDENT HAS RAISED, THE

CASE HAS CAUSED THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR TO SEEK AND UTILIZE

N . . ‘n‘ i .'
) * A [} . T
- : [P R A
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OR AUTHORIZc EXTRAORDINARY APPROACHES TO THE CAPTIONED
INVESTIGATION WHICH MAY POTENTIALLY GENERATE INFORMATION OF
RELEVANCE TO THE INVESTIGATIONs, SUCH AS IN THE HANDLING OF
SOURCES IN A MANNER WAICH MAY NOT BE CONSISTENT WITH SALYADORAN
LAW OF EVIDENCE AND RULES OF PROCEDURE, THEREBY PRECLUDING THE
POTENTIAL FOR THE RESULTS JF SUCH ACTION BEING EVENTUALLY
UTILIZED IN ANY PROSECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS.

WHEREAS THE ABOVE HAS BEEN OFFERED AS BRIEF. BACKGROUND, THE
ISSUE REMAINS AS TO WHAT NATURE THE CURRENT FB8I REsédNSE SHOULD
TAKE IN ORDER TO ASSURE THAT THE FBI ACTION IS APPROPRIATE TO THE
NEEDS OF A HIGHLY COMPLEX INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL MATTER OF
DIRECT INTEREST TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND WHEREIN THE UNDERLYING
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION, MAY IN REALTY BE A SECONDARY CONCERN.

IN SPITE OF THE NATURE OF THE ISSUES, AS HAS BEEN OUTLINED
ABOVE, THE BUREAU SHOULD COMMIT ITSELF IN A TRADITIDNAL MANNER,
AS A FOREIGN POLICE CJOPERATION EXERCISE IN SUPPORT OF THE
SALVADORAN SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT, AND THE OTHER COMPONENTS
OF THE SALVADIRN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, WHICH UNDER THE RULES

"OF SALVADORAN LAW CAN BEST ADDRESS NOT ONLY THE IMMEDIATE ISSUE
BT

#0007
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SUBJECT: UNSUBS3; SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN SAN SALYADCR,
EL SALVADIR; FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATICON-MURDER; 00t FBIHQ.

TEXT CUNTINUES:
OF THE CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION, BUT TO ALSO DISPLAY THE STRENGTH
~AND CREDIBILIT* OF THEIR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM WITH A
SUFFICIENT BONA FIDES TO PERMIT THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR TO

PRESENT AN IMAGE OF JUSTICE UNDER LAW RATHER THAN ACTION UNDER

nONFNKTIAL
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PGLITICS. LEGAT wOULD OPINE THAT IF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE
PROCESSEES CAN WORK TOWARD THE OBJECTIVE OF BRINGING THE
CAPTICNED INVESTIGATION TO ULTIMATE RESOLUTION, AS A BY PRODUCT,
& THOROUGH INVESTIGATION WILL COLUATERALLY SERVE TO MOVE TOWARDS
A SECONDARY OBJECTIVE OF EXCULPATING BOTH SALVADORAN INSTITUTIONS
AND INDIVIDUALS (WHETHER GOVERNMENT OR OPOSITICN) WHO IN THE
ABSENCE OF A THORDUGH INVESTIGATION CANNOT BE OTHERWISE REMOVED
EROM THE RUMOR MILL OF RESPONSIBILITY.

BY WAY OF SPECIFIC RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST OF THE UoS.
AMBASSADOR TO EL SALVADJR, LEGAT, MEXICJ CITY WOULD RECOMMEND
THAT [[4E REQUEST FOR TWO POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS, WITH MACHINES BE
APPROVED FOR IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY TO SUPPORT THIS
Invssnc;nmﬂ LEGAT®S OPINION IS BASED UPON REPRESENTATIONS wwl‘{/
WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE THAT THERE DGES EXIST AN IDENTIFIABLE BODY
OF INDIVIDUALS, PARTICULARLY IN THE SALVADORAN MILITARY, FOR WHOM
POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE. AT THIS STAGE
OF THE INVESTIGATION, THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE SPECIFICALLY
IDENTIFIABLE AND THE POLYGRAPH EFFDRT WITH REGARD TO THESE
INDIVIDUALS IS NOT CHARACTERIZED AS A FISHING EXPEDITION. 1IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE ENTIRETY OF THIS MATTER, A POLYGRAPH EXAMs WHICH

DOES WOT IMPLY THE COMPLICITY OF A MEMBER OF ANY SALVADORAN

Xt ;Qﬁ?\AL‘
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INSTITUTION JR OTHER INDIVIDUAL IS IN ITSELFs A POSITIVE
O8JECTIVE AND OF VALUE IN OVERCOMING THE CURRENT PERCEPTION OF
INSTITUTIONAL OR QRGANIZATIONAL CDMPLICIYX_IN THIS MATTER,

h LEGAT, MEXICO CITY WOULD OPINE THAT IT‘I§ ALS0 IMPORTANT TO
EﬁOVIDE A BUREAU INCENDIARY EXPERT IN SUPPORT OF THE EFFORTS OF ;
THE Slla AGAINs, WHEREAS THE LIKELIHOGD OF_\‘IDENTIFYING SPECIFIC WL
SUBJECTS OR SUSPECTS THROUGH AN EXAMINATION OF THE INCENDIARY
EFFECTS UPON THE CRIME SCENE MAY 3E REMOTE, SUCHiEXAﬂINATION DOES
ASSIST IN BRINGING TO RESOLUTION THE CURRENT AND ONGOING
ALLEGATIONS OF THE USE OF A MILITARY TYPE FLAHEFTHRBHER TO
DESTROY THE CRIME SCENE AND BY ASSOCIATION\IHPLICATE THE MILITARY
OR ITS MEMBERS. ‘

LEGAT, MEXICO CITY WOULD OPINE THAT IT IS NOT CRITICAL TO

E;ND AN F3I BALLISTICS EXPERT TO EL SALVADOR TO BE FULLY »

RESPONSIVE TO THE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE T3 THE SIU IN THIS AR%MW
AT THIS JUNCTURE IT APPEARS THAT THE BALLISTICS QUESTIONS WHICH
HAVE CEEN RAISEDy CAN BE RESOLVED THROUGH A CCONSULTIVE PROCESS

.BETHEEN BUREAU ANb SALVADORAN TECHNICIANS, AND THAT PHOTOGR APHS
MAY WELL SERVE TO 8RING THE ACTUAL NEEDS OF THE BALLISTICS

ASSISTANCE REQUEST INTO BETTER FOCUS.
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LEGAT, MEXICO CITY WILL DEFER TO THE JUDGMENT GF FBIHQ WITH
REGARD TO THE NEED TO BE RESPONSIVE Eo THE EMBASSY'S REQUEST FOR

e W

VIEW THAT THIS REQUEST IS AT BEST PREMATURE AS AN IMPORTANT PART

A SCALZ MODEL AND GRAPHICS OF THE CRIME SCENE} IT IS LEGAT'S

OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE NEEDS OF THIS INVESTIGATION, HOWEVER, AS
THE EMBASSY HAS SUGGESTED, SUCH A RESOURCE WOULD PERHAPS BE OF
MOST VALUE TO THE POLITICAL NEEDS OF THIS MATTER, WHEREIN WELL
PRESENTED BRIEFINGS MAY BECOME CRITICAL TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES. |
LEGAT, MEXICO CITY HAS DISCUSSED THE ABOVE MATTER IN DEPTH
WITH DEA, SPECTAL AGENT [N <0 AS FBIHO IS AWARE, AT
THE REQUEST JF THE U.S. AMBASSADOR TQ EL SALVADOR, BEEN PRESENT
IN EL SALYVADOR DURING THESE RECENT DAYS, TD ACT AS A SPECIAL
ADVISOR CONCERNING THIS MATTER. THE PISITION TAKEN BY = Sy 7(
IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR IS FIRMLY COMMITTED T3 BOTH
THE LEGAL AND POLITICAL RESOLUTIGN OF THIS MATTER. IT IS MR.
G - k7R POSITION THAT WHEREAS THE GOVERNMENT OF EL
SALVADOR HAS BEEN WILLING TO ACCEPT SOME EXTRAORDINARY APPROACHES
TO THE INVESTIGATION, IT IS ALSO FIRMLY COMMITTED TO THE
TRADITIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT APPROACH THROUGH THE SIU. LEGAT,

MEXICO CITY BELIEVES THAT AS A TRADITIONAL FOREIGN POLICE

o y&?ﬁ}ENT\AB

s 1
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COOPERATION MATTER, THE BUREAU SHOULD BE PREPARED TO FULLY )
SUPPORT THE SIU IN ITS EFFORTS. IT IS LEGAT'®S FURTHER POSITION
THAT IF FBIHQ CONSIDERS IT APPROPRIATE TO SUPPORT THE SIU ON THE
£§SUES RAISED THROUGH THE U.S. EMBASSY, THEN IT IS IMPORTANT TO
INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE LEGAT PERSONNEL, FULLY FAMILIAR WITH THE
CURRENT PJOLITICS OF EL SALVADOR AND THE KEY U.S. AND SALVADORAN
OFFICIALS ACTIVE IN THIS MATTER, SHOULD BE PRESENT TO COORDINATE
AND ASSIST IN ANY ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY FBI TECHNICAL
PERSONNEL.

BT
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CONFQENT!A!

SUBJECT: U.S. EMBASSY. SAN SALVADOR. REQUEST FOR FBI

BAKER.

ASSISTANCE IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KILLING OF SIX JESUIT
22
PRIESTS AT SAN SALVADOR. EL SALVADOR.

[fHIS WILL RESPOND TO AMERICAN EMBASSY, SAN SALVADOR-.
CABLE 158L3. DATED DECEMBER &. 1989, REQUESTING FBI TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCﬂ THIS RESPONSE HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE {DOJ}~ OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL. ALAT
S :c:T. MoxICo CITY OFFICE. WILL TRAVEL
IMMEDIATELY TO SAN SALVADOR~ EL SALVADOR- TO ASSIST THE U.S.
AMBASSADOR AND APPROPRIATE SALVADORAN OFFICIALS IN AN ADVISORY
CAPACITY. MR-JNEEPHAS PREVIOUSLY TRAVELED TO SAN SALVADOR
IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATTER. IS FAMILIAR WITH THE RELEVANT
ASPECTS OF THE INCIDENT- AND HAS ESTABLISHED AN EFFECTIVE

"RAPPORT WITH SIU OFFICIALS. IN COORDINATION WITH THE AMERICAN

EMBASSY+ SIU~ DEPARTMENT OF STATE- DOJ~ AND FBI HEADQUARTERS.

MR QI 1Ll PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS FoR ANY ADDITIONAL _
APPROPRIATE INITIATIVES. INCLUDING FORENSIC EVALUATIONS AND
EXAMINATIONS IN THIS MATTER IN LINE WITH SALVADORAN LAUS. HMR.

S i:s LSO BEEN REQUESTED TO DISCUSS WITH APPROPRIATE

CONFIXFNTIAY

U



U.S. AND EL SALVADORAN AUTHORITIES THE POSSIBLE COLLECTION OF
SHELL CASINGS TO BE OBTAINED FROM ANY SUSPECT WEAPONS FOR

COMPARISON WITH ANY SHELL CASINGS ALREADY COLLECTED AS
EVIDENCE.

e 81 witL acso oeTarc seeciac cent (RN /
SAN ANTONIO FIELD DIVISION. TO SAN SALVADOR TO ADVISE AND
PROVIDE GUALITY CONTROL OBSERVATIONS ON POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS
BEING CONDUCTED BY THE SIu. MR. [ RoLt vILL sE To
PROVIDEy ADVIEE- AND REVIEW RESULTS OF SIU EXAMINATIONS. RATHER
THAN CONDUCT PoLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS. sPECIAL AcENT [P

7C

WILL BRING A POLYGRAPH MACHINE TO SAN SALVADOR TO BE AVAILABLE
FOR USE IN EXAMINATIONS.

BOTH SPECIAL AGENTS-AND,- ARE SPANISH Z {
‘ _ 7C

SPEAKERS.

IN REFERENCED SAN SALVADOR CABLE~ PARAGRAPH Y+ A REQUEST
WAS MADE FoR INCENDIARY EXPERTISE. ALAT [ urcL s asLe
- TO ASSIST THE SIU IN THE COLLECTION OF DEBRIS/RESIDUE FROM THE
AREA ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN "TORCHED™ FOR SUBMISSION OF THAT
EVIDENCE TO THE FBI LAaoRATORYM W |
CONCERNING PARAGRAPH S IN REFE’%NCED CABLE: A REQUEST WAS W

-2

LVFIENTIA
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MADE FOR A BALLISTICS EXPERT TO EXAMINE THE IMPACT AREAS OF THE
CRIME SCENE. THE EXAMINATION OF IMPACT AREAS WILL NOT
NECESSARILY IDENTIFY THE TYPES OF WEAPONS UTILIZED INASMUCH AS
THE SAME WEAPONS CAN FIRE SEVERAL TYPES OF ROUNDS WHICH WILL
CREATE IMPACT AREAS OF VARIOUS SIZES- AND SHAPES. PHOTOGRAPHS
OF THOSE AREAS SHOULD BE TAKEN AND SUBMITTED To THE FBI
LABORATORY FOR ANALYSIS. er) w

IN LINE WITH REFERENCED SAN SALVADOR CABLE REQUEST IN
PARAGRAPH L+ AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS WITH APPROXIMATE MEASUREMENTS
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE FBI LABORATORY FOR CONSTRUCTION OF
A THREE-DIMENSIONAL modEL. nr. [ v1Lt aLso Be asLE To 7¢

PROVIDE ADVICE IN CONNECTION WITH THIS REGUESTtéft:jtzgij’
BT O DEChI QADR - =
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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL. OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL~ DOJS
"DEPUTY DIRECTOR FLOYD I.

CLARKE- AD WILLIAM M. BAKER. DAD
NICHOLAS V. OTHARA. AND LEGAL ATTACHE. mExIco c1Ty- [ D
- EL SALVADOR DESK OFFICER- KEVIN WHITAKER- DEPARTMENT OF

STATE~ HAS ALSO BEEN ADVISED OF THE PROPOSED FBI RESPONSE.

— _leza!Coun. ____ . Off of Liaison
Fec. Mant, - & Int. Afts,
Tech. Servs, __  Off of

APPROVED: Adm. Senvs.
- Crim. Iav.
Director Ident
Dep. Dir. Inspection Trz:ning Public Affs,
ADD-Adm. tntetl, Cong. Atts. Off.____
ADD-lav Laboratory Off. of EEO

L | JENTIAL
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Memorandum @ L

Y insp.

: Inteil
/ . Lab.
Legal Coun.
Mr. cmghﬂ-‘“ | pae  12/14/89 o?'cm.Ag

Training
Off. Lisison &
int. Affa.
Telephone Rm. ___
Director's Sec'y

From Congressional Affairs Offic

Subject : . BRIEFING REQUEST,OB/CHAI WARDS
CONCERNING LUCIA

PURPOSE: To request approval to brief Chairman EDWARDS concerning
LUCIA BARRERA DE CERNA. ' ,

’

, RECOMMENDATION: That a briefing as described below b? provided to

Chairman EDWARDS. g . Ny
APPROVED: —pdm. Sevs. 4] egal Coun, OH. of Liaison -
] Crim. av. _ﬁmfgec. Mgnt.___ & Int. Affs,
ident, Tech. Servs. Off. of :

Director

Dep. Drr. Inspection _ ___ Training Public Affs,
ADD-Adm. Intell. Cong. Afts. Off.
ADD-inv.____ % Laboratory ________Off. of EEO

DETAILS: Recent media accounts have detailed allegations of
mishandling by the FBI of LUCIA BARRERA DE CERNA, a Salvadoran
citizen who allegedly witnessed the murder of six Jesuit priests in
El Salvador. She was brought to the United States for safety
reasons and interviewed by FBI, Miami. Chairman EDWARDS, through
his staff, requested a briefing concerning our handling and
interview of LUCIA BARRERA DE CERNA in Miami.

Congressional Affairs has discussed the briefing with

DOJ. Office of Legislative Affairs has coordinated the briefing

with Office of Legal Counsel and approves of the briefing.

Inspector HALE handled coordination with the Department of State.

Accordingly, Congressional Affairs recommends that the briefing be

given and that Inspector HALE, Deputy Assistant Director NICK

O'HARA and Inspector JOHN COLLINGWOOD provide the briefzfi;- :j;f
CE5 -

ey
* T/\C bmu‘u{) Ul(/ A( //mn‘«p fa

T
1 - Mr. Clarke YA _,‘;GM(/M5 oF +he wlf'n'—ts
1 - Mr. Davis . N
1 - Mr. O'Hara i Miam.
1l - Mr. Hale
1 - Mr. Collingwood
3 - Mr

.
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FM LEGAT MEXICO CITY

TO DIRECTOR FBI /IMMEDIATE/

——————

8T

CONFI NTI AL

PASS: OLIAs FOREIGN LIAISON UNIT.

CITE: //5450// )

0

SUBJECT: U.S. EMSASSY SAN SALVADOR REQUEST FOR FBI ASSISTANCE IN

THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KILLING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS AgzéAﬁ_

SALVADOR, EL SALVADIR,

RT BJREAU TELETYPE DATED DECEMBER 13, 1989, 7C

{]}/4(/ IN RESPONSE TO REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONy ASSISTANT LEGAL

atTacie (R - “cXxicO CITY WAS DEVELOPED THE

FOLLOWING ITINERAKY FUR TRAVEL T-O' SAN SA zADgR Nt-g(:)éng FIRST

R

AVAILABLE TRANSPGRTATION TG ARRIVE IN SAN SALVADIR CONSISTENT

WITH GOVERNMENT CURFEW AND EMBASSY SECURITY GUIDELINES.

T

1&”

,c}" Df 1
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PAGE TWO DE MEX 0001l C O N F I",E NTIAL

ALAT -IS SCHEDULED TO DEPART GUADALAJARA, MEXICO 3:15
PeMe VIA CONTINENTAL FLIGHT 115 TO ARRIVE HOUSTONs TEXAS 5:06
PoMs ALAT -HILL OVERNIGHT IN HOUSTON», TEXAS AND WILL BE
AVAILABLE THROUGH THE HOUSTON FIELD OFFICE.

ALAT -IS SCHEDULED TD DEPART HOUSTON, TEXAS- DECEMBER
165 1989 10:30 A.M. VIA CONTINENTAL FLIGHT 915 SCHEDULED TO
ARRIVE AT SAN SALVADOR 1320 P.M.

COUNTRY CLEARANCE HAS BEEN GRANTED BY THE AMERICAN EMBASSY
SAN SALVADOR. EMBASSY WILL PROVIDE ALAT- WITH SECURE
TRANSPORTATION FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE EMBASSY AND HAS OBTAINED
SECURE LODGING FOR aLAT (. THE CAMIND REAL HOTEL SAN
SALVADOR.

WHILE IN SAN SALVADOR, ALAT-HILL BE AVAILABLE
THROUGH EMBASSY LEGAL OFFICER RICHARD CHIDESTER, TELEPHONE 503-
26=71-00 OR THROUGH HOTEL CAMINO REAL 503-23-33~44,

TRAVEL AND COUNTRY CLEARANCE OF ALAT -TD EL SALVADOR
IS BEING CONFIRMED 3Y SEPARATE COMMUNICATION FROM LEGAT, MEXICO

CITY TO U.S., EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR,
BT

S #0001
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‘ A2 San S__!',f\ra_d_or, December 16, 1989
E o _xa oy
INVESTIGATION OF CRIMINAL o e T

ACTS COMMISSION .
9 5037 = &

0463UE/ 989

Director, Federal Bureau of
Investigation Laboratory

J. Edgar Hoover Building,

4th (sic) and Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535 --.

Attn: Evidence Control Center

I am addressing you for the purpose of requesting your valuable
cooperation in that the evidentiary material (burned) collected in the
offices of the first floor of the Theology Faculty. the Universidad
Centroamericana José Simedn Cafias (U.C.A.) be analyzed in the laboratories of

the institution that you direct.
Description of the case:

The murder of 6 priests of the Society of Jesus and 2 female domestics,
which occured in the university residence of the Universidad Centroamericana
JOSE SIMEON CANAS (U.C.A.), early on November 16th of this year.

Motive:

To determine through the residue sent what substance or chemical or
physical agent was used to start the fire.

Display:
The material consists of:

First site (Reception Room)

)14 a) (Fragments of Coca Cola bottle mz

Q12 b) Fragments of a plastic garbage can that contains tissue paper and other :'/,,
things.) ' -

414 c)(Burned metal box which contained completely burned paper money inside]

@ i5d) (Fragments of a completely burned txgewri;gr} 4

0/6 e) fSmoke residue collected from two desks and g file cab;ng.tj /é ?_

@7 f) Scraping frog the floor) 10~

bloss -5

@y 8) ‘:Simp'les" of smoke collected from the southern and wew)
q (qh) Particles from a sockg;‘,

Second site (Library Computation Office)

o a——
e e, ———

9 JAN. 4241330

Vs d102) fwmmm) (curtin)
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Qq i

QA+

23
eV L

s

@2¢ b)(Pieces of burned papers)

b) Burned portion of cloth c

UﬂT"""N \
c) (Burned fragments of cloth.)e-up:sa.—a— and 2 partially burned cord )

Third site (S'tudy Room) \

a)@hree semi-destroyed books and a piece of newspaper'\’
b)(Residue from burned paper} 7

Fourth site (Video Room 1)
a) A{partially burned Polaroid film box/f'

P

Q)& c)(Smoke residue onJaJ,e.n_f_il_tgr) N
@28 d) ‘T_hree spiral notebooks, black and white and color photographs *

LA
As

@20~ Reschon f«uo—-«’a*-ﬂ'?;‘i

Fifth site (Video Room 2_) .

. \ )
a)-'\'sa;nples from a piece of curtain fabric - . R

Also included, a:'picture albmn\.f‘r'om the site where the samples were
collected. i

I would like to inform you that what is requested is in response to the
President of the Republic, ALFREDO CRISTIANI, designating the unit under my

command to investigate the case of the murder of the Jesuit priests at the
U.C. A.

Yours truly,

ot LT. CNL. CAB. DEM. MANUEL ANTONIO RIVAS MEJIA
CHIEF, EXECUTIVE UNIT

§31 - ?,;fz;);d MW
Q3L P s og arlias



* PETER A. DEFAZIO

4TH DISTRICT, OREGON

iNTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
SUBCOMMITTEES:
NATIONAL PARKS AND PUBLIC LANDS
WATER AND POWER RESOURCES
MINING AND NATURAL RESOURCES

PUBLIC WORKS AND TRANSPORTATION @ungrzzs uf thz %nitm 5tatz5

SUBCOMMITTEES

House of Representatives

SP . WATER RESOURCES
R

(SO e

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1729 LomGwORTH Houst OFc. BLDG.
WasHINGTON, DC 20515
{202) 225-6416

DISTRICT OFFICES:
211 EAST 7TH AVENUE
EwGeNE, OR 57401

(503) 687-6732

215 SOUTH 2D STREET
Coos Bav, OR 87420
(503) 265-2608%

621 W. MADRONE, #406
PosT OfricE Box 126

vy 7}_ g; . - RoseBURG, OR 97470
% D__-_.W {503} 440-3523
e e The Honorable William S. Sessions

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Ninth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20535

December 18, 1989

Dear Mr. Sessions:

It was recently reported that the FBI allowed a colonel in
the Salvadoran Army to take part in an "intense interrogation" of
Iucia Barrera de Cerna—and her husband, eyewitnesses to the
brutal murders of six Jesuit priests in El Salvador during last
month's fighting. The Teport states that the investigators
accused the couple of lying and threatened them with deportation.

It is almost certain ‘that members of the Salvadoran armed
forces committed the murders. Yet I've read no reports in the
press about interrogations, intense or otherwise, of any
Salvadoran military personnel. 1Instead, the FBI allowed a
representative of the organization most likely responsible for
the crimes to take part in a session whose goal seems to have
been intimidation rather than investigation.

If the reports are true, the FBI has a great deal to account
for. Threatening the only eyewitness to this crime with
deportation, which under the circumstances would be a death
sentence, is unconscionable. Doing so with a member of the

' Salvadoran military present, a man who could serve as her
executioner should she return to El Salvador, is ﬁfte je. C?
. o_//

It sounds as though the United States government is mor
interested in helping the Salvadoran military cover up their ,
involvement in this hideous crime than in tracking down the
killers. I sincerely hope -it's not true, though I'd appreciate a
detailed account of the interrogation and the FBI's investigation
into the killings from your office. Thank you.

: 87T,
' Sincerely,

T S e LT /g//%
'.T :_' - ,...,:;’B R . -
IR VIR LSRR - ETEX DeFazf0

- Memb of Congress
[04S DM | Crik. Member ~

Hiz/ay spg0e]
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JOHN WEINFURTER
JOHN OSEPH MOAKLEY : ! ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
9TH DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS 221 CANNON BUILDING

(202) 225-8273
DEPUTY WHIP

COMMITTEE ON RULES @Dﬂgl‘tﬁﬂ Df ﬂ)B mn[’teh étatgg Fax: (202) 225-7804

ROGER KINEAVY

CHAIRMAN House of Representatives wonts Toaes e
SSF wagbinmﬂn, BL 20515 '* aosus>:,n:4:?2210
ASS : _ (617) 565-2920
.C'D December 21, 1989 Fax (617) 439-5157
R 4 CouRT STREET
Pl a____. 5 - ) n(z;;vsué zh:is 06277680
F, ‘ L .
" Mr. John Collingwood g A e i idadd
Inspector in Charge P Tl W -
Congressional Affairs Office b e

Federal Bureau of Investigation , . - ébzyél
i D.C. 20535 T
- Washington, | :3‘ IOqZ, M«—w—.” 2g.3
Dear Mr. Collingwood: ,_‘huqtf ~5f7¢l&/

i Thank you for arranging the briefing on Tuesday, December 19th for
members of the Special Task Force on El Salvador. As you know,

r Speaker Foley appointed me as Chairman of this committee and has

asked that I request all relevant information pertaini to the .

murders in El Salvador on November 16, 1989 of the si esuits,fw.iz ¢

their cook, and her daughter. ————

{

For those members of the Task Force who were not able to be present
on Tuesday and to ensure that a written record of FBI involvement in
this case is available to the committee, I would like to regquest
that the Bureau provide responses to the accompanying questions. I
would appreciate receiving a reply to the questions by January 17,
1990. If you have any questions, please contact me directly at

JAN 4 1990

<«

225-8273, ) 5 O)(
Thank you in advance for. your cooperation. ‘b 3 - é ’05 //
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Task Force Questions for the F.B.I. -

1) Exactly what is the FBI’s role in the murder investigationiof the .
six Jesuits, their cook and her daughter which took place in San
Salvador on November 16, 19897

a) What type of assistance has the Bureau provided thus far?

b) How did Lucia Barrera de Cerna first come to your attention?
c) To whom has the FBI repéfted on this case?

d) Is there any direct reporting to the Salvadoran Government?

e€) Has the FBI interviewed any Salvadoran military personnel on
this case? If so, have any been given polygraph tests by the
Bureau?

2) When Lucia Barrera de Cerna arrived in Miami on November 23, did
anyone explain to her what the FBI’s investigation would entail? Was
she aware that she would undergo extensive questioning? Did she know
in advance that she would be asked to take a polygraph? Did anyone

. explain to her what a polygraph was?

3) Why was she interrogated for four days and given six polygraph
tests? Why was she polygraphed so extensively?

4) Why wasn’t Lucia Barrera de Cerna offered the opportunity to
consult with an attorney or, at the very least, to communicate with
the Jesuits in the area who were willing to take responsibility for
her?

5) How many polygraph exams were administered to Lucia Barrera de
Cerna? How many were administered to her husband, Jorge Cerna?

6) Was Jorge Cerna asked whether he witnessed soldiers entering the
premlses of the university?

7) According to her testimony to the Lawyers Committee, Lucia Barrera
de Cerna was asked by one of the investigators "tell us the name of
the priest" who told you to make up this story (page 26 of Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights Report). 1Is this true and, if so, were
You provided any leads or information by other sources that the
church might be involved some way in fabricating this story?

1

i, - ~lipss -0 X



8) Does the FBI consider this witness to be "not credible"?

9) Was the witness, at any time, threatened -- by any person present
or participating in the interrogation -- with deportation or
extradition back to El Salvador? Was the possibility of deportation
raised at all during the interrogation?

10) What efforts were undertaken by the Bureau to insure that the
presence of a Salvadoran military officer -- Lt. Col. Jorge Rivas
Mejia -- did not intimidate or threaten the witness?

11) Was information made available to the Bureau concerning Lt. Col.
Jorge Rivas Mejia’s background -- including information pertaining to
any ties with the extreme right wing or human rights violations?

12) Has the FBI been directly involved with the Salvadoran Government
in any previous cases similar to this one, in which it was requested
to provide protection to a witness? Specifically, did the Bureau
have a role in protecting the key witness in the case involving the
murder of the 4 American marines in San Salvador?

a) Was that witness given polygraph tests?

b) Was that witness treated similarly to Lucia Barrera de Cerna
in all other respects?

13) Was the entire interrogation/interview of Lucia Barrera de Cerna
recorded? Were there any exchanges between Lucia Barrera de Cerna
and those questioning her that were not recorded? Was the entire
interrogation/questioning of Jorge Cerna recorded? Were there any
exchanges between Jorge Cerna and those who questioned him that were
not recorded?

14) Who decided to make the results of the Lucia Barrera de Cerna'’s
polygraph public knowledge? Did the FBI have any knowledge that the
results would be made public? 1Is it standard FBI policy to reveal
the results of polygraph tests?

15) The Jesuits were informed by the State Department that the FBI
needed to have Lucia Barrera de Cerna in custody for a period of time
in order to perform a risk assessment so that the Jesuits would know
how much protection the witness and her family needed: Why weren’t
the Jesuits subsequently made aware of the extensive nature of the
Bureau’s interrogation?



16) In general, how much time is needed to prepare a witness for a
standard polygraph examination? How much time is necessary to
administer the examination to insure maximum accuracy? (I am looking
for an approximate time-length that it would take for an individual
to go through the whole process). -

a) What type and length of training is necessary for an
individual to administer such an examination? 1Is there a
minimum requirement?

b) Was the type of polygraph administered to the Cerna’s a
typical examination or did it fall within a different
category? If it was somehow different, please explain why.

17) Has the FBI assisted in efforts to match fingerprints and
ballistic evidence taken from the scene of the crime? 1If so, please
describe the extent of the Bureau’s involvement. Does the Bureau
know who is currently in possession of the "shell casings"? If so,
who?

a) Does the Bureau know whether any Salvadoran military weapon
has been tested ?

18) Please provide the Task Force or the appropriate Congressional
oversight committee with the transcripts of the interviews with the
Cerna’s and their polygraph test results.

19) The Members of the task force would appreciate the opportunity to
meet with the two FBI agents who questioned the Cerna family. We
would ask that the Bureau arrange such a meeting.
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s

CELT ALk
) ynys
INVESTIGATION OF CRIMINAL ““_—““»-a_,_.,——---

" ACTS COMMISSION

QI&i! 0%

ERCY ~ DU6LUE/989

sER
BEC

4

irector, Federal Bureau of
Investigation Laboratory
J. Edgar Hoover Bullding,
4th (sic) and Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535

Attn: Evidence Control Center

I am addressing you for the purpose of requesting your valuable
cooperation in that the clothes the Jesuit priests wore on November 16th of
this year be analyzed in the laboratories of the organization you direct. On
that day they were killed together with two female domestics at the
university residence of the Thgology Faculty of the Universidad
Centroamericana JOSE SIMEON CANAS (U.C.A.).

Description of the case:

The murder of 6 priests of the Society of Jesus and 2 female domestics,
which occurred_in the university residence of the Universidad Centroamericana
JOSE SIMEON CANAS (U.C.A.), early on November 16th of this year.

Motive:

To determine through the analysis of the clothes if there is scme
chemical or physical element from the firearms present in the holes produced
by the guns.

Display: The material consists of:

) S

- A fajama top) white with stripes, no brand name ro

y . = A dark brown "W on Italiana® robe

42 Y )4 3-Clo5s-6
@3 - Dark brown ggm_) ’_"_,:':i-———:j‘
qu - mree(adersirt) o JANMRIIS




:,-a:;' - A light green (towel
Q" - A light green/ajama to

(EATEER IGNAC )
- A blue spo shirt’
&7 - Gr'ayr’panig;jt<

- Light brown, short fpajama bottoms
aq faiama bottons)

410 - Black(gag;s\. ,
q I - ‘A long-sleeved, sky blue\.ghim;\

I would like to infor-m you that what is requested is in response to the
President of the Republic, ALFREDO CRISTIANI, designating the unit under my

command to investigate the case of the murder of the Jesuit priests at the
0.C.A.

Yours truly,

LT. CNL. CAB. DEM. MANUEL ANTONIC RIVAS MEJIA
CHIEF, EXECUTIVE UNIT '
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Honorable Peter DeFazio T vt Ceiel e e

House of Representatives ';;a?_.;*;..q e
Washington, D.C. 20515 T _‘,‘.;L.h;-;

Dear Congressman DeFazio: ? :‘; S0 qu n jQ‘_{‘iM‘O’IDt

-~ b

Please be advised that we have received your letter to
Director Sessions dated December 18, 1989, requestlng detailed
information regarding the 1nterrogatlon of Lucia ra de Cerna
and her husband, eyewitnesses to the murders of

priests in E1l Salvador during the last month's fighting.
S —

A member of our Congressional Affairs Office will be in
contact with your staff regarding this request.

Sincerely yours,
. 4r5 s .
John E. Collingwood

Inspector-in~Charge
Congressional Affairs Office

fr

ROOM 7240, TL=-245

W3- Gross ~LL_

. FEB g 1999

11989

FT!

.~ e -

T, . Servs. ____ LegalCoun. _______ Off. of Liaison
ROVED: ém lr:v kee%a Mgnt. & Int. Affs.

e _Imsp2ciion ______T,'a!mr:g‘ " Pyplic Affs.
(A)le)%-gli:n Intell. Corg. Ahw
ADD-inw, ______LabOratory __.__Oﬁ. of EE0

Public Affs, __

Rec. Mgnt,

Tech. Servs

Treining
Telephone Rm
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CITE: //5200:L0N523.352 18 DEC 897/ ‘-1

PASS: HQ FOR SECTION CHIEF—, ITU-CID.
i ,
4 "f'-' ‘\ .

SNV @ ,/ .
SURJECT: UNSUBSS SHOOTING OF SIX SUIT PRIESTS IN

SAN )ALVADOR,

EL SALVADDR, FPC-GENERAL CRIMINAL MATTERS (MUKDER); 30' FBIHQ.

RELONTEL s NOVEMBER 29, 1989- /65 C/ ﬂ(
- -

RENCED COMMUNICZATICN FROM LCONDON INFG MED FBIHQ THAT
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ON DECEMSER 13, 1939. ADVISED LEGAT THAT-

-AND OFFZR ASSISTANCE TRANSITING THE UNITED STATES AND ALSO

OBTAIN DETAILS CONCERNING HIS "MARCHING ORDERS." FB3IHQ WILL BE
KEPT ADVISZD,
BT
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—VJILL 2% DEPARTING SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVAUGR AT

oy
-2 sl T3]
.———-__ﬂ

—
-

300 AM, DECEMEER 19, 1989 VIA CONTINENTAL FLIGHTS 824 AND 734,

—
5:25 PMm SAMET

s 7T
SCHEDULED T3 ARRIVE WASHINGTON NATIONAL AI@PORT-AT

U B s

i~%,glﬂ157724ékk




& .

PAGE TWO DE MEX 0001 UNCLAS -
DATE.

THE PURPJSE OF ALAT-TRAVEL IS TO HAND CARRY ITEMS
OF EVIDENCE RELEVANT TO THE CA#TIONED MATTER TO THE FBI

LABORATORY IN CONNECTION WITH THE BUREAU RESPONSE TJ A REQUEST

FOR ASSISTANCE BY THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT CONCERNING CAPTIONED
INVESTIGATION. ALAT_HILL BE AVAILABLE FOR DEBRIEFING OF
OLIA OFFICIALS REL VANT TO DETAILS AND STATUS OF CAPTIONED
INVESTIGATION DURING THE MORNING OF DECEMBER 20, 1989. 4L
sLATHER 15 SCHEOULED TO DEPART WASHINGTON, DaCe AT 1:59
FM EDX RETUAN TO GUADALAJARAs MEXICU.
LEGAT, MEXICG CITY HAS SECURED LODGING FOUR ALAT-THE

RIGHT OF 12/19/39 AT THE NATIONAL AIRPORT HYATT REGENCY HOTEL .

IN VIFW OF THE TRAVEL ITINERARY OF ALAT- WHI CH
RETURNS HIM FROM WASHINGTON TO GUADALAJARAs IT IS REQUESTED THAT
LT4 INSUXE INTERESTED OFFICIALS ARE AVAILABLE DURING THE MORNING
OF 12/20/63 FOK ANY DISCUSSION DESIRED WITH REGARD TO CAPTIONED
MATTER.
a7

#0001
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. COMMITTEES'
PAUL SIMON
ILLINOIS LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES
JUDICIARY

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Wnited States Senate e

N
. : WASHINGTON, DC 20510
- |
T :
N LJ - December 20, 1989
—or L GOVERIMENT
JEPEPRY
Mr. John Collingwood
Inspector in Charge _ B& .
Congressional Affairs Office T
Federal Bureau of Investigation
9th and Pennsylvania Ave,.,, NW _ -
Washington, DC 20535 _ k}kKDKi} g 45
Dear Mr. Collingwood: _ 5,\\.(12 4_944 A#
A number of my consitituents have expressed t%gg; concern to me
over press reports of alleged abuses by U.S. federal age ts
against the only known witness to the murders of the siXxZdesuit
. . . ("Em
priests in El Salvador. Enclosed is a copy of one such report,
I share their concern. I would appreciate your looking into
this matter and getting back to me with further information.
Thank you for your prompt attention.
Cordially, -
/ ! ?
. Paul Simén
United States Senator
PS/vas
13- bl055—"7
, -
.'/{ ' - -~
apm—
esr 0/5'/%”" T
230 S. DearsoRN 3 WEST OLp CapitoL P 8787 S ST. 250 WEST CHERRY
R -
i ; P ,IL 6 1 . s 220 , 1
(NREER 217/889 4980 BAST S bowis. ), 82203 CansonoaLe IL £2¢
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World

IRAN PROTESTS U.S. BATTLESHIP: The United States
has replaced its aircraft carrier farce in the Persian Gulf with a
battleship group, and Iram on Sunday called the deployment a
provocation. The change signals a policy shift, leaving the region
without a carrier and its air-strike capability for the first time since
1986. But deployment of the battleship New Jersey was the first
visit by a major U.S. warship in the Persian Gulf.

CHARGE OF BRAINWASHING: The archbishop of San
Salvador on Sunday accused U.S. federal agents of brainwashing

nd blackmailing the only known witness in the case involving the -
killing of six Jesuit priests. Monsignor Arturo Rivera Y Damas, the
highest Roman Catholic authority in El Salvador, said the FBI
subjected Lucia Barrera de Cerna to “aggressive and violent”,
interrogation. U.S. Ambassador William Walker denied the charge,

ARAFAT INSISTS ON PLO ROLE: Saying ke
he was “going to make peace with my enemies,” i
Palestine Liberation Organization leader Yasser
Arafat insisted Sunday that only his group
could represent the Palestinian people in nego-
tiations toward a Middle East peace process.
On NBC-TV's “Meet the Press,” Arafat reject-
ed US. and Israeli opposition to PLO involve
ment in the negotiations to prepare for elec-
tions in the occupied territories.

. e 7

; &1 (]

LOCKERBIE SUSPECT SOUGHT: Scot-  Yasser Arafat
tish police have flown to Yugoslavia to trace a Palestinian they
suspect of supplying explosives and detonators to the bombers of a
‘Pan Am airliner, a London newspaper said-Sunday. The Sunday
Times said Mobdi Goben, 46, is suspected in the bombing of Pan
Am Flight 103 over the Scottish town of Lockerbie last December,
in'which 270 people were killed. Goben is said to be in the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command, which has

_ denied any link to the bombing.
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UNCLAS E F T O CORRECTETD COoOPY

CITE: //5200:LON528.352 13 GEC 89// 1L /r"(/ )
PASS: HG FOR SECTIGN CHIEF— ITU-CID. .
SUBJECT: UNSUBS; SHGOTING JF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN Q« SALVADOR, a0

EL SALVADJRj; FPC-GENERAL CRIMINAL MATTERS (MURDER)S 00: FBIHQ. o

REQUEST OF THE 3UREAU ' | .

on pecenzEr 15, 1989, LecaT [was contacTeo s (NN
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WITH THE SHORT DEADLINE AND THE NEED FOR —

TO MAKE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS, LEGAT LOWDON

REQUESTS FR2IAQ TC PROVIDE A RESPONSE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

RELONTELs NOVEMBER 29, 19€9,

| /,713
REFERENCED COMMUNICATION FROM LONDON INFORMED FBIHQ THAT .

4
.
R

ACCIORDING TO
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CHIDESTER, L=GAL OFFICER, U.S. EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR AS TO THE

EXACT NATURE OF ASSISTANCE REQUESTESD IN UeSe EMBASSY, SAN

SALVADDR CABLE Of DECEHBER 8s 1989,

W

¥

AN INCENDIARY EXPERT

W

THESE REQUIREMENTS WERE (f()

TWo PDRTABLE PILYGRAPH HACHINES AND OPERATORS

163- /zlﬂé'f' -

. 1 . Koi
TELETYP Dep. i, | =
sﬁ i NI ADB Adm. ‘ -
' ADD irw, '
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CLTER /7545044 ALL INFOTNATION CONTAINED -
PASS: FLU, OJLIA, H:,.E,] I3 U r|r| L ;u
Bl
SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN — “g:
‘SALVADOR, EL SALVADORj FPC - MURDER; 00: FBIHQ. 94-2&d _ F
———-—-n-———" DECLASSI BY N
RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO MEXICOD CITY aF . oN
10 oN DECEMBER 17, 1989 ALAT_MS BRIEFED 8Y RICHARD -




v Eoa
. ’ F
. )

~ PACZ TWO DT MeX 0006 UNCLAS
| . 3) A BALLISTIC EXPERT ON IMPACT MARKINGS

4} A SCALE M00=L CF TTHER GRAPRICS UF TrnE CxIME SCENE AND
THMETZAT: ¢=2IGHRIRHODD. Z70

THE MZED FGOR AN MINCENDIARY EXPERT™ AND "GALLISTICS EXPERT N W,

i

IMPACT MARKINGS™. THESE REQUESTS WERE BASED jti]rﬂo UNUSUALLY
LARGE H3Lz2S W avw INSIDz HALLWAY wALL ZF THE CFFICE AKEA ADJACENT
> T=Z PEISSTS!' SLZSPING QUARTERS, AND UNUSUAL BURN PATTERS 1IN A
TYPEWRITER 4vD TABLE TOP J3SERVED aY sa I ovRING AN
EXAMINATION OF THE CRIME SCENE. IN ADDITION» MARIA JULIA
HERNANDEZ, OF THE "TUTELA LEGAL™ CONTINUED TQ MAKE THE ACCUSATION
THAT THE FIRE HAD BEEN CAUSED 8Y A MILITARY FLAME THROWER. THE
NEED FOR A SCALE MODEL OF THE CRIME SCENE WAS EXPLAINED IN :
REQUESTING cw.e(ﬂ) |
© ON DECZMBER 18, 1989, AN SXAMINATION OF THE CRIME SCENE WAS

conoucTen 3y aLaT [ v tve company 0F A TEcHANICIAN FRON 76
THE EL SALVADIR SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE UNIT (SIU) aND THE .
PERMISSION OF FATHER ESTRADA, THE CURRENT DIRECTOR OF THE -
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL AMERICA (UCA). o

THE TWO HOLES IN QUESTION, WHICH WERE LOCATED IN THE NORTH 'ééi»

_HM_.J.L OF THE CENTRAL CORRIDOR —DF THE THEOLOGY FACULTY BUILDING
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PAGE THREZ JE MeX 0006 UNCLAS

HePE Z3VIJUS eXIT HOLES APPARENTLY MADE 3Y 7.62 MM (M-60 MACHINE

ZUN) ACUNDS STRIKING THE CTHER SIDE OF THAT WALLs WHICK FACES THE

ERONT ?E Tz =UILDINGs ANLC HAS SPRAYED WITH MACHINE GUN FIRE.

THE SIU T=CHNICIAN CDNCURRED HITH THIS JUPINION ADUING THAT THEY -

AaAD C_ME TJ TAFE SAME CONCLUSIGN DURING THEIR INITIAL EXAMINATION.
~ JdUMYER GF JFFICES IM TAIS 3SAME GUILDING SHOWED EVIDENCE 3F

TRy LT DR T oSk SHDWING CINSITUERAZLET DAMAGE TIO CINTENTS,

ATHER S AIMNIAAL OLMAGE. THES®

m

WAS NQ INDICATION FROM VIEWING THE
DééRIS THAT A FLAME THROWER, WAPALMy THERMITE, WHITE PHOSPHOROGUS
OR ANY JTHER MILITARY INCENDIARY DEVICE HAS.QSED IN ANY DF THESE
P00MS. IT SHOULD RE NOTED THAT ALL OF THESE OFFICES WERE VERY
SMALL, APPROXIMATELY 10* BY 10' OR LESS.I A FLAME THRJWER
DiSCHARGED IN SUCH A CONFINED SPACE WOULD HAVE VERY LIKELY NOT

ONLY INCINERATED EVERYTHING IN THE ROOMS, BUT WOULD ALSO HAVE

CAUSED SEVIRE SURNS ON THE PERSON EMPLOYING IT.
SUESEGUENTLY, ALAT-ﬂET WITH CHIDESTER AND LISUTENANT

CCLONEL RIVAS, COMMANDER OF THE SIU TO DISCUSS THESE FINDINGS AND

THE OTHER R:ZQUESTSe. LTC RIVAS WAS NOT AWARE OF THE REQUEST FOR A

SCALE MODEL AND AFTER CONFERRING WITH HIS TECHNICIANS, A DECISION
WAS REACHED TO TRY TO. OBTAIN OR PRODUCE BY A
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UnTTe  2HQULT THZSE ZFFORTS Fall, SIU TECHMICIANS WERE INSTRUCTED
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SA SReTINY 7 BL S UCE TeR _nzo, "oE "ATTZIx L4F THE PILYGARAPH wa$
22000550 s A AGREEMENT LS STalHII T-aT THE PULYGRAPH woULD
TDOUTILIIZL SCEL=ZCTIVELY, Hi}éi? T=4N FIx 3CREENINGs A3 THE

TITUESTINS Ca2ll IMPLIS0. LTC <IVAS KSQUESTED FBI LACRATORY

FLPPTAT D sl AINING vICTINYS L TUTAING FO< GUN FTND=R LESILUES
2IiIs o~ o RIS Tel TFTen a7 FUw iz PasSEale JF anY
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Honorable Dante B. Fascell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Affairs
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Please be advised that we
ted December 19,
“TJesuit priests and two women in El Salvador.

Director Sessions
the murders of si

December 29, 1989

,_-..v-.u._ W v ‘B(ngjbﬁm
ik

have received your letter to
1989, regardlng

mm—

A final response will

be forthcoming.

™~
Sincerely yours,

/s/

John E. Collingwood
Inspector-in-Charge
Congressional Affairs Office
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January 2, 1990

The Honorable William S. Sessions ‘UB
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

J. Edgar Hoover Building

Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Director Sessions: g
. C :

I am writing with respect to the FBI's involvement in the
investigation of the November 16, 1989 slaying in El1 Salvador of
six Jesuit priests, their cook, and her daughter. Allegations
have been made Tegarding the Bureau's treatment of two potential
witnesses, Lucia Barrera de Cerna, and her husband, Jorge Alberto
Cerna Ramirez. On December 14, the Bureau made available
Headquarters officials to brief Subcommittee staff and myself on
the Bureau's actions.

The briefing was helpful, and I appreciate the Bureau's
willingness to discuss the matter with us. At the suggestion of
Deputy Assistant Director O'Hara, Subcommittee counsel
interviewed Mr. and Mrs. Cerna about their treatment by the FBI

- and found them to be credible in their description of the FBI
interrogation. Following that interview, a number of issues
remain unresolved. In particular, substantial discrepancies
exist between the accounts of Mr. and Mrs. Cerna and those

provided by Bureau officials. /6\5, 6 /055-— //9\X9

These conflicts may be resolved by a follow-up briefing.
Attached are issues that we would like to cover. Since the
Subcommittee has first-hand accounts from the Cernas, it would be
most helpful to have one or both of the Special Agents who
interviewed the cernas participate in the follow-up briefing, so
that the Subcommittee can have the benefit of first-hand
information from the FBI as well. In addition, reference to key
documents and other materials would assist in resolving our
concerns. I would request that the Subcommittee be provided the
following materials: ' - P '
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The Honorable William S. Seséions
January 2, 1990
Page 2

(1) Airtels and other FBI documents concerning arrangements
for the FBI's handling of the Cernas and documents
describing the basis or purpose of the FBI's
involvement in the matter, including any documents
provided to the interviewing SA's before and during the
period of time Mr.. and Mrs. Cerna were in FBI custody;

(2) State Department or Salvadoran government documents
provided to the FBI before and during the period of
time the Cernas were in FBI custody;

(3) any transcripts of the interviews of the Cernas;
(4) the polygraph examiner's reports;

(5) the final report of interview Prepared by the
interviewing Sa's.

I can understand the Bureau's reluctance to disclose
information about an on-going investigation. Neither the FBI nor
the Subcommittee initiated the public controversy over this
matter. But we have an obligation to address and resolve the
serious allegations that have been raised. As always, the
Subcommittee will treat with the strictest confidence any
information conveyed to us pursuant to an understanding of
confidentiality. We are not inquiring into the results of other
actions, if any, undertaken by the FBI in aid of the
investigation. oOur concerns at this point focus solely on the
treatment of Mr. and Mrs. Cerna and the context in which they
came into the custody of the FBI.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
With kindest regards.
Sincerely,

Proe. Ecrmrclys

Don Edwards

Chairman

Subcommittee on Civil and
Constitutional Rights
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How did the FBI become involved ih the investigation of the
November 16, 1989 murder of the six Jesuit priests, their
cook and her daughter in El1 Salvador?

- Who made the request for FBI assistance in this

investigation? How was the request conveyed to the
FBI? )

Who at the FBI first received the request for
assistance?

When the request for assistance was first received,
what did it cover?

- Since assistance was first requested, has the request

for assistance been expanded? If so, when and to cover
what issues or matters?

Please provide a chronology of the events of November 23-
December 3, during which the Cernas were in the custody of
the FBI, spec1fy1ng on which days was there questioning, in
which order were the Cernas questioned on each day, and when
did the polygraping take place?

What type of reports has the FBI made to the Salvadoran
authorities in this case and to whom have they been made?

When did Lt. Col. Jorge Rivas Mejia arrive in Miami? When

did he first part1c1pate in the questioning of Mr. and Mrs.
Cerna?

In the Bureau's view, who directed the questioning of the
Cernas, Col. Rivas or the FBI agents?

- Did Rivas share with the FBI testimonial, photographic

or other evidence that called into question the Cernas'
accounts?

What information was made available to the interviewing SA's
about the Cernas, about Col. Rivas, and about the events of

November 16 prior to and during the questioning of the
Cernas?

How does the FBI typically handle foreign police cooperation
matters involving the interviewing of a witness?

Does the FBI generally conduct such interviews jointly
with officials of the foreign investigating agency?

In other foreign police cooperation matters involving

AN

-

% alleged human rights abuses, how has the FBI
D

177 1~ 1=~ \/(4d



10.

11.

coordinated with the foreign investigating authorities?

According to Lucia's statement to the Subcommittee, one of
the agents asked her "How much did the fathers pay you to
say this?" 1Is this true, and, if so, did the FBI have any
information on which to base this question?

How many times were Lucia and Jorge polygraphed? Each time,
what were the relevant questions and was deception -
indicated? ' )

According to Lucia's statement to the §ﬁbcommittee, one of

the agents asked her to tell them the name of the priest who

told her to make up her story. 1Is this true, and, if so,
did the FBI have any information on which to base this
question?

What portions of the interviews of the Cernas were recorded?
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ST . DIPARTHENT OF SyeTicr o .
. N

COMMUNICLTION MELLRZE BDF W

ASSISTANCE IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KILLING OF SIX JESUIT
PRIESTS AT SAN SALVADOR. EL SALVADOR.

RE BUTEL DATED DECEMBER 13- 1989~ CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. RE
TELCAL TO SAC MICHAEL J. WILSON~ JANUARY 3. 1990.

REFERENCED TELETYPE DETAILED SPECIAL AGENT {SA}—
-SAN ANTONIO FIELD DIVISION. TO SAN SALVADOR TO ADVISE
AND PROVIDE QUALITY CONTROL OBSERVATIONS ON POLYGRAPH
EXAMINATIONS CONDUCTED BY THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE UNIT {SIU}
IN CONNECTION WITH CAPTIONED MATTER.

ON JANUARY 3+ 1990+ RICHARD CHIDESTER~ LEGAL OFFICER. U.S.
EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR. EL SALVADOR~ TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED
FBIHQ@ AND REQUESTED THAT SA _RETURN TO SAN SALVADOR
IMMEDIATELY DUE TO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CAPTIONED MATTER.
CHIDESTER DID NOT ELABORATE ON THE DETAILS FOR SECURITY
REASONS. HE STRESSED THE URGENCY OF GETTING SA—TO SAN
SALVADOR. HE ALSO REQUESTED THAT SA- BRING A PORTABLE

POLYGRAPH MACHINE WITH HIM.

CHIDESTER MAY BE REACHED THROUGH TELEPHONE NUMBER 503-2b-
71-00 EXTENSION 2302. SHOULD SA— ENCOUNTER ANY
DIFFICULTIES {TRANSPORTATION. VISA~ ETC.} HE IS TO CONTACT

PN



CHIDESTER FOR ASSISTANC‘E.

- S VIRV EETR
BT

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100
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PASS: MIAMI- PERSONAL ATTENTION SAC. MIAMIS LEGAT- MEXICO
CITY-. PERSONAL ATTENTION LEGAT. MEXICO CITY: MEXICO CITY <
SHOULD ALSO PROVIDE GUADALAJARA UWITH THIS INFORMATION.
SUBJECT: UNSUBS3 MURDER OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS_IN

_SAN SALVADORﬁ EL SALVADORn NOVEMBER lbw lﬁﬂﬁw FPC-MURDERS

-

00t Ha.

ON DECEMBER 27. 1989 FBIHQ RECEIVED A COPY OF A LETTER To
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES FROM THE JESUIT CONFERENCE
- DATED DECEMBER 21 198%. THE LETTER ENCLOSED A COPY OF A

DOCUMENT CAPTIONED "THE REPORT ON THE TESTIMONY OF A WITNESS."

5%(_ 1/5/90 J4yh 590y

f63-b 5535

- MR. BAKER 1 - MR. l{
MR. O'HARA 1 - MR
- = )
MR _#é_———— p
MR NGUOOD Lff J*"“'
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THE LETTER FROM THE JESUIT CONFERENCE AND THE ENCLOSED
REPORT CONTAIN ALLEGATIONS OF IMPROPRIETIES IN CONNECTION
WITH OQUR TREATMENT AND INTERVIEWS OF LUCIA BARRERA DE CERNA AND
HER FAMILY WHILE IN FBI PROTECTIVE CUSTODY. 1IN ESSENCE. THE
LETTER ALLEGES THAT WE TREATED MRS. CERNA LIKE A CRIMINAL
SUSPECT INSTEAD OF A UITNtSS AND THAT THE FBI'S INSENSITIVE AND
APPARENTLY ABUSIVE TREATMENT FORCED HER TO RECANT HER
TESTIMONY.

ON BEHALF OF THEYDIRECT°R1 THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR.
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION {CID}. HAS INSTRUCTED THAT AN
INQUIRY BE CONDUCTED REGARDING THESE ALLEGATIONS AND HAS
DESIGNATED CID PERSONNEL TO CONDUCT THAT INQUIRY. THE AGENTS
INVOLVED IN THE INTERVIEW OF LUCIA BARRERA DE CERNA WILL BE
PROVIDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW AND RESPOND TO THE
ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN THE LETTER AND ENCLOSED REPORT.

FBI- MIAMI- AND LEGAT~ MEXICO CITY~ WILL RECEIVE
"ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM CID REGARDING THE FORMAT OF THE
AGENTS' RESPONSES.

THE JESUIT CONFERENCE LETTER AND ITS ENCLOSURES ARE BEING
FORWARDED TO MIAMI. MEXICO CITY. AND GUADALAJARA VIA EXPRESS



MAIL.
BT
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January 8, 1990

Honorable Don Edwards

- F?"“ n‘..—pr--—
Chairman , k'!!'rﬂn iy Voo 3
Subcommittee on Civil o R ””,“n pe ! yrees

and Constitutional Rights E' JL" bkul.~

Committee on the Judiciary ' - "~ - (mefi
House of Representatives 310 92 ‘OW”\
Washington, D.C. 20515 - (-“ w“ SPO&-/
Dear Mr. Chairman: £9¢-30>

Please be advised that we have received your letter to
Director Sessions ed January 2, 1990, regarding the slaying in
El salvador of six“Jesuit priests, their cook, and her daughter.

A final response will be forthcoming.
Sincerel*/;ours,

John E. Collingwood
Inspector-in-Charge
Congressional Affairs Office

1l - Mr. Baker - Enclosure
1 - Mr. Enclosure (info)
v 1l - Mr. Hale ~ Enclosure
A¥ 1 - Mr. O'Hara - Enclosure
1l - Mr. Collingwood - Enclosure /é\g - é/m _—//4/(7
2 - Mr. - Enclosure : - :
' 1l - Mr. - Enclosure
1 Mr. - Enclosure
e o0 (I CO) ss» (N |
xecC L) PSSO
Eoe AD LES ROOM 7240, TL-245
Asst. Dir.:
Adm, Serve. .
Crim, lnv.
ident,
Imsp. oo
intell,
Lab.
Le sun, ____
o"'_"éf_,, . APPROVED: Adm. Servs. ____Legal Coun. Off. of Lialson
Public Afhs. ~‘_/‘/ —~~ _ Crim. inv. ___ Rec. Mgnt. &int. AHS,
Rec. Mgnt. - ’ b ODI P ‘8:’ :S\:;LC non T'EE.EI“SENQ —_OHP Obf“c Affs
Toch. Servs. ___ A#/ X ADD-Adm. Inte!! Cong. Afis, 071, '
¥ t::::g 53(: . ADD-lnv / ratory . Off. of EEO
Directer's 5.::7: MAIL ROOM ' W FBi/ooJ
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FM LEGAT MEXICO CITY (163A-MX-1191

RECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ . m.5q2 lo4EDOM R
Classified b /
UNCLAS . Declassify _
| . Sp7 el oy W7¢ 263
SECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIONS ALL INFOR CONTAINED
. HEREIN 1S UNQCRSSIFIED EXCEPT
CITE: /7345077 WHERE SHOWA UTHERWISE,

PASS: FBIMGs, OLIA, ATTN:T INSPECTOR IN CHARGE, MARTIN V. HALE.

SUBJECT: UNSUBS; SHODTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN SAN SALVADOR,

EL SALVADOR, FPC - MURDER; 00: FBIHQ.

RE BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO LEGAT, MEXICO CITY ON JANUARY 9,

1990. B /éz - 0L/I055 -‘“3?

FIRST TRIP: NOVEMBER 22, 1989 THROUGH DECEMBER 2, 1989
7C

1. PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM MEXICO CITY, ALAT—]TE =

- t.

BRIEFED THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIP WAS TO REVIEW INVESTIGATION

‘CONDUCTED BY SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE UNIT (SIU) AND MAKE

7L

T owpaers T

- w-'r*,r \ e

.. L !\114‘14._ -« ..




RECOMMENDATIONS / OBSERVATIONS AS TO WHAT COULD BE DONE TO

PAGE TWO DE MEX 0008 UNCLAS

ENHANCE ONGOING INVESTIGATION, AND OR FBI TECHNICAL / FORENSIC
ASSISTANCE THAT COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE. )Z?7C,
2o UPON ARRIVAL ALATNEENNNRWAS BRIEFED BY RICHARD
CHIDESTERs UeS. EMBASSY, SAN SALVADOR AND HE CONFIRMED THE ABOVE
STATED PURPOSE OF THE TRIP, ADDING THAT ASSISTANCE RENDERED
SHOULD AUGUMENT, NOT REPLACE OR TAKE OVER THE SIU INVESTIGATION.
3. RECOMMENDATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS ARE DETAILED IN THE
TELETYPE FROM MIAMI TO BUREAU, DATED NOVEMBER 25, 1989. IN
ADDITION, A SUGGESTION WAS MADE TO OFFER A REWARD FOR INFORMATION
IN THIS CASE, AS AT THE TIME THERE WERE NO SUSPECTS / SUBJECTS
IDENTIFIED.
4. ON NOVEMBER 23, 1989, AN ADDITIONAL REQUEST WAS MADE /Z?
THAT ALAT]JJB Accompany CHIDESTER, AND LUCIA BARRERA (AN 7¢
ALLEGED EYEWITNESS) TO THE U.S.s BY FRENCH MILITARY AIRCRAFT.
5¢ THE ABOVE WAS DONE, AND IN ADDITION ASSISTANCE WAS
PROVIDED TO ADDITIONAL REQUESTS OF ASSISTANCE BY CHIDESTER IN
INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS IN MIAMI ON BOTH LUCIA AND
MER HUSBAND, JORGE CERNA, AS WELL AS SECURITY FOR THE FAMILY
NHILE THEY WERE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE U.S. GOVERNNENT.

SECOND TRIP: DECEMBER 16 THROUGH 19, 1989

CONRDENHAL .
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_ _ 7C
1o UPON ARRIVAL IN SAN SALVADOR A.LAT— REVIEHEDEI;!E /

UeSo. EMBASSY, SAN SALYADOR CABLE WHICH CONTAINED SEVERAL REQUESTS

FOR FBI ASSISTANCE, THESE HERE‘g @w uw 7

r Ae TWO POLYGRAPH MACHINES AND OPERATORSS

PAGE THREE DE MEX 0008 UNCLAS

Bso AN INCENDIARY EXPERT;
Co A BALLISTICS EXPERT ON IMPACT MARKINGS]
De AND A SCALE MODEL OF THE CRIME SCENE AND IMMEDIATE

- % U
NEIGHBORH0OOO.
b g

THESE REQUESTS WERE DISCUSSED WITH CHIDESTER ON DECEMBER 17,

1989,
7¢
CHIDESTER EXPLAINED THAT DEA SA_uHo WAS ON
TEMPORARY DETAIL TO THE U.S. EMBASSY, SAN SALVADOR TO ASSIST IN
THE INVESTIGATIONs HAD SUGGESTED JHE NEED FOR AN “INCENDIARY
)& W
EXPERT® AND "BALLISTICS EXPERT ON IMPACT nARxxncng THESE 3
=
REQUESTS WERE BASED ON TWO UNUSUALLY LARGE HOLES ON AN INSIDE
HALLWAY WALL OF THE OFFICE AREA ADJACENT TO THE PRIESTS®' SLEEPING
QUARTERS, AND UNUSUAL BURN PATTERNS ON A TYPEWRITER AND TABLE TOP
OBSERVED BY SA- DURING AN EXAMINATION OF THE CRIME SCENE. 7C
IN ADDITION, MARIA JULIA HERNANDEZ, OF THE “"TUTELA LEGAL"™

CONTINUED TO MAKE THE ACCUSATION THAT THE FIRE HAD BEEN CAUSED BY

CONFINENTIAL



A MILITARY FLAME THROWER. 'EfE NEED FOR A SCALE MODEL OF THE

PAGE FOUR DE MEX 0008 UNCLAS

CRIME SCENE WAS EXPLAINED IN REQUESTING cm.ﬂwu'

2. ON DECEMBER 18, 1989, AN EXAMINATION OF THE CRIME SCENE
was cONDUCTED 8Y ALATIENEEEENN IN THE COMPANY OF A TECHNICIAN
FROM THE EL SALVADOR SIU, AND THE PERMISSION OF FATHER ESTRADAS
THE CURRENT DIRECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL AMERICA (UCA).

THE TWO HOLES IN QUESTION, WHICH WERE LOCATED IN THE NORTH
WALL OF THE CENTRAL CORRIDOR OF THE THEOLOGY FACULTY BUILDING
WERE 0BVIOUS EXIT HOLES APPARENTLY MADE BY 7.62 MM (M~-60 MACHINE
GUN) ROUNDS STRIKING THE OTHER SIDE OF THAT WALL, WHICH FACES THE
FRONT OF THE BUILDING, AND WAS SPRAYED WITH MACHINE GUN FIRE.

THE SIU TECHNICIAN CONCURRED WITH THIS OPINION ADDING THAT THEY
HAD COME TO THE SAME CONCLUSION DURING THEIR INITIAL EXAMINATION.

A NUMBER OF OFFICES IN THIS SAME BUILDING SHOWED EVIDENCE OF
ARSON, SOME SHOWING CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE TO CONTENTS, WHILE OTHERS
HAD ONLY MINIMAL DAMAGE. THERE WAS NO INDICATION FROM VIEWING
THE DEBRIS THAT A FLAME THROWER, NAPALM, THERMITE, WHITE
PHOSPHOROUS OR ANY OTHER MILITARY INCENDIARY DEVICE WAS USED IN
ANY OF THESE ROOMS. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ALL OF THESE OFFICES
WERE VERY SMALL, APPROXIMATELY 10°' X 10°' OR LESS. A FLAME

THROWER DISCHARGED IN SUCH A CONFINED SPACE WOULD HAVE VERY

coNi(@ENmﬁ

fre



PAGE FIVE DE MEX 0008 UNCLAS | : CDNJ‘WENDAE

LIKELY NOT ONLY INCINERATED EVERYTHING IN THE ROOMS, BUT WOULD
ALSO HAVE CAUSED SEVERE BURNS ON THE PERSON EMPLOYING IT.

3. ALAT-THEN MET WITH LTC. RIVAS, COMMANDER OF THE
SIU AND ASKED HIM ABOUT THE REQUESTS MADE BY THE EMBASSY. HE
ADVISED THAT HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF EL
SALVADIR TO Pvaanrn A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE, AND THEY ONLY
HAD ONE MACHINE AND THREE OPERATORS., HE SAID THAT HE WAS NOT
AWARE OF THE OTHER REQUESTS OR THE REASONS FOR THESE REQUESTS.
THE ONLY THING THAT HE NEEDED HELP ON FROM THE FBI, AT THIS
POINT, WAS AN EXAMINATION OF THE VICTIMS® CLOTHING TO DETERMINE
THE PRESENCE OF GUNPOWDER RESIDUE, EXPLAINING THAT HIS LABORATORY
DID NOT HAVE THAT CAPABILITY, AS CHEMICAL ANALYSIS WAS REQUIRED,
AND ALSO IN AN EXAMINATION OF DEBRIS FROM THE SCENE OF THE ARSON,
IN ORDER TO DISPEL CLAIMS THAT A MILITARY FLAME THROWER HAD BEEN
USEDs. LTC. RIVAS ADDED THAT THE SCENE AND RESIDUE HAD ALREADY
BEEN EXAMINED BY HIS TECHNICIAN AND IT WAS THEIR OPINION THAT THE
FIRE WAS WOT CAUSED BY A FLAME THROWER, BUT THEIR CONCLUSION
LACKED CREDIBILITY, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE ACCUSATIONS BEING
MADE BY TUTELA LEGAL,

SUBSEQUENTLY, ALAT-VHET WITH CHIDESTER AND LTC. RIVAS

CONKDENTIAL

Loe

7¢



PAGE SIX DE MEX 0008 UNCLAS CON?&NTIAD

TO DISCUSS THE ABOVE REQUESTS. LTC RIVAS HAD NOT BEEN AWARE OF
Ems REQUEST FOR A SCALE noofios THE CRIME SCENE AND AFTER @g
CONFERRING WITH HIS TECHNICIANS, A DECISION WAS REACHED TO TRY TO
PRODUCE ONE LOCALLY. ONE ALLEGEDLY ALREADY EXISTS IN UCAs AND
HAD BEEN DFFERED BY THE UCA ADMINISTRATION DURING THE INITIAL
PHASES OF THE INVESTIGATION, OR ONE COULD BE PRODUCED BY A
MILITARY ENGINEERING UNIT. SHOULD THESE EFFORTS FAIL, SIU
TECHNICIANS WERE INSTRUCTED ON PROCEDURES FOR THE MEASUREMENTS
AND PHOTOGRAPHS REQUIRED FOR THE FBI, LABORATORY TO PRODUCE THE
MODEL. THE MATTER OF THE POLYGRAPH WAS DISCUSSED AND AN
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED THAT THE POLYGRAPH TECHNIQUE WOULD BE
UTILIZED SELECTIVELY, RATMER THAN FOR SCREENING, AS THE
REQUESTING CABLE IMPLIED. IN CONCLUSIONs LTC. RIVAS REQUESTED
FBI LABORATORY SUPPORT IN EXAMINING VICTIMS CLOTHING FOR GUN
POWDER RESIDUE, AND DEBRIS FROM THE SCENE OF THE ARSON FOR THE
PRESENCE OF ANY ACCELERENT.,

4. THERE WERE NO ADDITIONAL REQUESTS FOR TECHNICAL OR
FORENSIC ASSISTANCE FROM EITHER LTC. RIVAS OR CHIDESTER. BOTH

fre

MERE REQUESTED TO CONTACT ALaT [ sHouLo anv aopITIONAL
BT

#0008
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FM LEGAT MEXICO CITY (163A-HX-11917) (P)
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIGRITY/

BT

UNCLAS

SECTION TwO OF TWO SECTIONS

CITE: //54507/

PASSt FBIHQs OLIA, ATTN: INSPECTOR IN CHARGE, MARTIN V, HALE.

SUBJECT: UNSUBS3 SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN SAN SALVADOR,
EL SALVADOR, FPC - MURDER; 003 FBIHQ.

TEXT CONTINUES:
REQUESTS ARISE.

TMO BOXES CONTAINING ARSON DEBRIS, AND SIX BAGS CONTAINING
VICTIMS® CLOTHING WERE RECEIVED FROM LTC. RIVAS THE EVENING OF
DECEMBER 18, 1989 AND DELIVERED BY ALATJEPT0 THE FoI

"LABORATORY, WASHINGTON, D.C. ON DECEMBER 20, 1989,

CONFIQENTIAL
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ON DECEMBER 205 1989 AN ORAL BRIEFING BY ALA
MADE TO UsSe AMBASSADOR WILLIAM WALKER ON DECEHBER \1989, AT
x,\_, el ne 'l
HASHINGTON’ DoCo

BT

#0009

NNNN

TONKDENTIAL

| Ly CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH
[ § MOAKLEY PAPERS
QO / MS 100



JED
ECE\JEL _
iR —
155 ERUREE P —
Cc'D v £zzt L
, i o e
R Vpams U L

0660 MRI 02271

PP RUEHFB
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FM LEGAT MEXICO CITY

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/
BT

UNCLAS

CITE: /7545077

PASS5: FBIHQs OLIAs INSPECTOR IN-CHARGE, MARTIN V, HALE, ’

/63 ~&/055 — 9
T

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF DEPUTY LEGAL ATTACHEs MEXICO CITY, 2C

_ro SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR, JANUARY 10, 1990,
RE OLIA TELEPHONE CALL TD MEXICO CITY JANUARY 10, 1990.

R P ety

IN RESPONSE TO REFERENCED COMMUNICATION, DEPUTY LEGAL

. ; . w b2 s
ATTACHE s MEXICO cnv_ms DEVELOPED THE FOLLOWING

. PO
TRAVEL ITINERARY: L7(/

oLaT P15 ScHEDULED TO-DEPART MEXICO CITY, MEXICD 1115
PM VIA TACA FLIGHT 411 SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE SAN SALVADOR, EL oL

b

SALYADOR 4:40 PM SAME DATE. COUNTRY CLEARANCE FOR TRAVEL HAS

Y /8




PAGE TWO DE MEX 0003 UNCLAS
BEEN SECURED BY LEGAT, MEXICO CITY THROUGH UeSe EMBASSY S AN
SALVADOR AND ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR SECURE
TRANSPORTATION AND LODGING FOR m.n- WHILE IN SAN SALVADOR.
THE PURPOSE OF ABOVE TRAVEL IS IN CONNECTION WITH THE
CURRENT INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED BY THE GOVERNMENT DF EL
SALVADOR INTO THE NOVEMBER 19, 1989 KILLING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS
AT SAN SALVADOR.
WHILE IN SAN SALYADOR, DLAT -HILL BE AVAILABLE THROUGH
UeS. EMBASSY, SAN SALVADOR LEGAL OFFICER, RICHARD CHIDESTER AND
WILL BE LODGED AT THE EL CAMIND REAL HOTELy SAN SALVADOR,
TELEPHONE NUMBER (503)23-3344.,
BT
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TO RUEYFZ/=3TAG//ATTNG JLIA MARTI.. ~ALEs KM 7443//s NIACT IMMEDIATE

= T FB8I SAN SALVADIR 235

SUBJS  UNSUB(S)j SHOOTING CF 3IX JSSUIT PRIESTS, SAN SALVADIR,

cL SAL‘.’ADJ_?__: 11/1s6/8¢9

RE® SECURE =AX FROM FBIMQy RECZIVED 1/13/90

FIR INFORMATION, SECURE FAX RECEIVED AWD PROIVIDED TO U.S
AMBASSA)OR, =L SALYADJIR AND MUCH APPRECIATED.

/éﬁ - é/ﬂf—

UeSe AMBASSADOR, EL SALVADIR, nAS (1/13/90) SPOKEN TO THE

PRESIJENT, EL SALVADIR REGARDING MAJOR NEWS RELEASE BY THE

- ' % "" ‘:,O 390
PRESIDENT AS SAME PERTAINS T3 CAPTIJN MATTER. NEWS CONFERENC

T3 3E HZLD 1/13/90 WHEREIN IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE PRESIDENT ;;%
H
OF EL SALVADIR HILL ANNDUNCE THE ARREST_OF 10 (Tm) SUBJECTS 1IN
R
CAPTION MATTER TD INCLUDE 4 OFFIC:RS (ONE CDLUNE'L, 3 LTS.)s AND

OTHERS (ALL MILITARY). U.S. EMBASSY so“ac?s HhVE1DVISED THAT,

- N e



- - - . .
.

PASED ON FORSENSIC SVIDENCE THz FOUR WoAPONS (TD0 INCLUDE AK=47)
KAVE BEEw LINKED TD SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS THROUGH BALLISTIC

FATCHING OF SHELL CASINGSe (DSNE BY SIU LAB PERSONNEL).

ADDITIONALLY, HANDWRITING ANALYSIS OF NOTE (HAND PRINTED) LEFT
AT SCENZ GF PATION MATTER, CLAIMING FFMLN WAS KESPONSIBLE» HAS
BESN IDENTIFIED AS BEING WRITTEW bY A MZMBER OF THE EL SALVADORAN
MILITARY (NA®E HAS NOT SEEN RELEASED). THISINDIVIDUAL IS ONE OF
THE INDIVIDU&LS BEING DETAINED. SIU PERSONNEL CONDUCTED THIS

ANALYSIS AND INVESTIGATION,

A4S PREEVIJUSLY REPIRT:zO,s COLONZL CARLJS A. 4YILES WAS POLY-
GRAPHZD 2Y SIU ON 1/6=-7/52 ANDDETERMINEU TO 82 DECEPTIVE REGARDING
AJOR TUCKLANDS CLAIMS . UeSe cMZASSY SIUNCES HAVe PICKeD UP

INFIRMATIUN THAT AVILZS HAS IZEN TALKING TO THE INTERNATIONAL

NEWS MTOIA IW AN ERFORT T LE5ScEN HIS EXPJUSURE AND DISTANCE
HIMSELF PRI TH35t JDI<ECTLY InVILVYED. 1T IS n2TeD THAT AVILES

rAhAS THREZ FITMI« PRISS UFFICER FoOr SALVADIRAN MILLTARY AND
COMTINULZS T3 HAVE NZTiA CONTAITS. Uede EM2A3SYy EL SALVADOR wWwILL

MAKZ ZFFORT T HAVE AVILES INTECYIZWEU AND RE=PILYGRAPHZD.

CO0JRS= TF THIS ITAVISTIGATIUNW WILL NIT BE X.WOWN UNTIL AFTER
MIVS ANHAYNCERENT Y T<E PRZSIDINT.

ALL SIZREIT
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SUZgs  UNSU3(S); IHTOTING 2F 51Ix JESUIT PRIESTS, SAN SALVADIR,
L SELVALDR, 117167373
S —— U
: SAY Tagvallx TEIL TD 2dy 1/13/3v

/63 - 61055 J7

25 IM RETElLy TAZ PRESIDENT _F EL 3A_VADGR HELD a WEwS
CONBEZLTHCs aT 2300 P4 1/13/350 AwD ANNJSUNCED THE IDENTIFICATION OF
T OTLhL EALViHQELAA WILITARY IwVOLVED IN CAPTIONED MATTE? AND THE ARKEST
27 L UF THEST IANDIVIDUALS. (ONc 50LDIZR DESERT=ZD IM DESCEMBE® 1989

AAD FEMAINS T A FUGITIVE STATUS). THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE AS FIOLLOwS:

Df‘g/
CoLuNcl GuILLER%T ALFRIDO 3ENAVI MOREND
-




PaGe
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LT.

LT

IND

SU3s

~PL.

BYT,

c——

PYT,

s

PVvT,

3.TT

LT,

v

JOSE XICARDE

YUSSHEY RENE

GONZA

GTe ANTINID

ESPIN

RAMIT

SU256Ts TOMAS ZA<PA| CASTI'LD

afv{ms_

AVAL

vns UE
S3CAR MARIAN. Awnv’*f:;glLal
e

JORGE ALBEXTU SIERRA ASCENCID

JI75E ALeExTY SIZRRA ASCERICIO DESERTED THE MILITARY IN DECEMBER
AT REMAINS 1P A FU3SITIVE STATUS.

FoTHE asuVi ASYE MLM3ZIXS OF THe SALVADORIAN MILITARY “ATLACATL
ALISN®, #1Tm THZ EXCEPTION OF CGLINEL GUILLERMO BENAVIDESS
“ANJZ~ 7F THE SALVADIRIAK MILITARY ACADEMY, AND.LT. YUSSHY

STNDIZA VALLEICILL7s wHJ WIRKS FOR EENAVIDES. (IT IS NOTED

TH: ATLACATL sATTALION WAS HOUSED THAT NIGHT AT THE MILITARY
Sy SAN SALVADIR, EL SALVADIR)e BINGRAPHICAL DATAs AS OF
/23y 15 On SUSJECTS ABOVE.

NCT AVAILASLE
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DEPENDING UPON THE VALIDITY JF THE MAJOR BUCKLAND INFORMATION,
OTHzP SALVADJRIAN MILITARY PTR5OUNNEL MAY BE IMPLICATEDs 70O SOME
DEGREZEs IN CAPTIONED MATTESR,

THZRe IS A POSSISILITY TrnaT SUCKLAND, PRIOR TO 11716789, WAS
TILD =Y COLONEL AVILES OF A PENDING MILITARY ACTION/OPERATION
{NDT CONNECTZD TO THE KILLINGS) PLANNED FOR THE UCA AREA, THEN

LATER, COLONEL AVILES, IN LATE DECEZMBER 1989y TELLS BUCKLAND wHAT

45 LEATNED AROUT THS 11715739 INCIDENT: BUCKLAND COULD HAv:



2AGz LT 0237 ~o—trir—
TILREZ HIMSzLF INTO ASSUMING THAT (3L AVILZS TJLD HIM (HGNEVER
SAYPTIZ) °4IOR T3 THE 11/7/15/35 INCIDENTs WHERE ACTUALLY COLo
S2TLZI A0 AOVISED mIM OF D343 LTHER PENDING MILITARY ACTIONS
STINE THA Tt JCA 2RFA LA, ITw3I0Z2REN A M"HOTEEDM™ 3F PREVIIUS REBEL

ACTIZ S, T

(22l

3 8lfA SAJULD 32 zZXPLUR:zy WITH BUCKLAND AS HE MAY 3E
TYE-RZACTLN s AMD CRZATING A FALSE SCENARIO, THUS MAKING IT
NIFFICULT 73R HIM TJ LIGICALLY CINSIDER WHEN HE KNEW WHAT {CONSUMED
4ITH CUILTYe IT IS NOTED THAT CJL; AVILZS POLYGRAPH 2ID NOT
ACTUALLY COVER DATES (BEFORE 11/16/89 AFTER 11/16/89) EVENTHOUGH
COL. AVILES SHOWSD DECEPTIAN TO QUESTIONS ASKED ABOUT HIM

IMFORMING MAJOR CUCKLAND OF WHO WAS RESPONSI3LE FJOR CAPTIONED
"aTTZ<. THIS CJULD 3ECCME JUITE SIGNIFICANT AS THE NcWS MEDIA

DEVELIPS THE AMERICAN MILITARY ANGLE.

IT IS WOTED THAT THE NEWS MEDIA IS QUITE ACTIVE IN EL SALVADOR
AND THERE APPZARS TO BE EXTENSIVE INTERACTION WITH THE NEWS
MEDIA 3Y U.S. SM3ASSY PERSONNELe. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT THE

"OPEN DOOR™ POLICY WILL IMPACT NEGATIVELY ON UeS. GOVERNMENT ET

e ee o

EFFOIRTS, AND IN FACT MAY BZ A "POSITIVE™, HOWEVER, THE BUREAU
SHOULD 3E AWARE OF SAME,

f

. S q AT, _ﬁs:
. ‘LW-«‘ N ) Y



IT I35 wiT=Z2 THAT THE UeSe CM3ASSY 1AS EXCELL INT LIAISON AND

142537 WITA ALL LSVELS 27 TH

m

PRESzwl EZL SALVADIRIAN

YOWLTUISTRATL ey TD INCLUDEZ 3T

o

THe SIU IS An ICITAP DEVELQPED

D020 uaiTe TTITAY L wPLLYZE FaY TAGNONs wHG 2 5 Ta

m

SID

i

"L SAL/ATO< H4aS ASSISTED Uede ZM3AS3Y OFFICIALS SINCE CAPTIONED
INCIDINT AND =AS ACTZDy AND CONTINUES T3 ACT IN A LIAISON CAPACITY,
IN THIS CaStEs AND SPENDS THE MAJGRITY JF HIS TIME AT SIU ON

3EMALT NF THS U.Se. EMBASSY.

AS THE SIU B:EGAN TO DEVELOPE POSITIVE FACTS IN THIS MATTER THEY
BECAME LESS WILLING TO SHARE CASE DIRECTION, HOWEVERs CONTINUED TO
TMPART JOME ASPSICTS OF SAME Tu UeSe. EMBASSY PERSINNELs SUCH AS
PILYGRAPH ZESCLTS AND THE LIKE. THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE BASED
IN THE FACT THAT MOST INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES REACT IN THE SAME
AANMET AS A CASE OF THIS SIGNIFICANCE ENTERS A SENSITIVE STAGE.

IN ADDITION TO THE UeSe. GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT, THE SPANISH
SOVERNMENT, NEW SCOTLAND YARD INVESTIGATORSy AND OTHERS WERE ALL
INVYOLVED AND IN SOME CASES DUPLICATING EFFORT. 1IN ADDITION,

IT IS APPARENT THAT BASED ON THE RANK JF SOME OF THE SUBJECTS




2237 et —
Tl soe TR SanwADIRTLN GTUVIFAMEINT AEQUIPED 3IME TIAE To
SN LI Too aAaAu: WD SUNSIUUEAT FallJSUTe AT IS v3TZO THAT I

e cmim A iR TAM MTUTITALY 4 ZOLONzL IS A POWERFUL INDIVISUAL AND
T2 TYPo _F 2z3PONSIZLLITIZS USUALLY ASSIGNED TC THE rAnK

ToAg e T ITHE S _LNTRICE,

TTOZS TiC0MmIide T TAAT 55HOULO ADDITIONAL UeSe MILGROUP PERSONNEL
TELIRE EXTenwIIVE INTZAVIEW/PCLYSXAPHy THAT SAME 3E ACCOMPLISHED

TUT T5 COuNTRY (WASHINGTIN, DeCede IT IS NOTED THAT UeSe EMBASSY,

ch SALVADJF, wAS IN RECENT YEARSs JDAMAGED BY AN FARTHQUAKE CONSEIUENTLY

$24C02 IS AT 4 PRIMIUM AND M3ST -vZQYONE 4RE IN SMALL CRAMPE)D

—_:ﬁ T': > -\R

1V, PRIVACY TIFFICJLT T3 J2TaIre IN ADDITION, -ZCAUS

W TINID YEZPJRIST THREAT JF ANOTHEK LARGE GFFENSIVEs ZMBASSY

PERLSANEL als JUSTIFIASLY IATERESTZD IN ONGOING MATTERSs FURTHER

n
frs

A=

CTING 74T ASILITY TO ZNSURE COUNFIDENTIALITY. FRASED ON SPACE
- ITATIRNS, LT IS EVEN DIFFICULT TO CONDUCT A TELEPHONE C LL IN
PLIVATE (J ' SCENE 3UAGENTS PRESENTLY SHARING A 10X10 OFFIC: wITH

JeSe ZAMSASSY LEGAL AIVISOR KICK CHIDESTER).




2A52 10 G237 epmim—t— T

T=2 SURZAJ 1S FURTHER REJUESTZL TJ ADVISE IN SCENE BUAGENTS,
T aNY cXP2CTED CiZ IHVILVEMESNT L THIS AATTZRe ALSOs IF UeSe

AILITARY CONTERPLATIS MILITARY ACTISGN AGAINST MAJG2 3UCKLAYD.

AILL <ePO=T 25ULTS OF TAt SIU CASE PRESENTATION TJ THE
PLESILOING CRIMINAL JJDGE .

WILL CINTINUc ZFFIRTS TO REPILYGRAPH AND INTZRVIEW COLe. AVILES.

WILL ATTcMPT TG0 J38TAIN S3ME SIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON SUBJECTS NAMED.
WILL FOLLOW UP ON OBTAINING FULL DETAILS FROM BUCKLANDS ROOMMATE,
AND MAKE RECOMMCENDATIONS RE PULYGRAPH.

DECL CADR,
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ZinY S35SSS

T 1623241 JAN 3G IFF4

Fm o FII SAN SALVADI //UUAT —/

TC RUESFS/FUIHC//ATTH: JLIA “ARTIn V. HALE, £H 7443//fy IMAMEDIATZE

RT

PARERILN

BTV T
':': EC Xz T F3I SAN SALVADDEK 0238 _ ?E-:E:/ZJEHCWW
@

URJ: UNSUs (S)3 SHUOTING 737 SIX JESUIT PRfESTS, 3AN SALVADIR,

EL SALVADDR, 11/16/8°

SEFS AmE CASLE TU ULO0Ss IDC AND F5IdNy 1L/16/90
FLI SAN SALVADOK T=ZLETYPE TJ 3Uy 1/16/5%0
Fol SAN SALVAUDTR FACS TJ B8U, 1/16/30
(/055-9)
- FOR INFORMATION OF FRBIHOQ, SUBJECTS (RngRRED TG IN REFERENCED
TELETYPE DATZD 1/16/90) APPEARED BEFORE PRESIDING CRIMINAL JUDGE
AT 8:C0 AM 1/16/90. THE CDJRT NOW HAS 72 HOURS TG FORMALLY CHARGE
EACH DEFENDANTF.W ) a1 v -- e

 SUPREMc CJURT MAGISTRATES AHO WERE ASSIGNEC TO REVIEW SIU 5 3T WD

\ ,
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT FOUND EVERYTHING TO BE IN ORDER AND NO
PROBLEMS ARE ANTICIPATED. ALL 8 SUBJECTS IN CUSTODY ARE NOW

IN THE HANDS 'OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. SIU BECOMES AN IKVESTIGATIVE
ARM OF THE COURT.

CAPTe CARLOS ALBERTO PUENTE'®S STATEMENTs WHILE BRIEFs COVERS
THE AREAS OF IMPORTANCE, NOTING THAT Hcs PUENTEs DOES NOT PLACE
COL. AVILES WITH MAJDR BUCKLAND THE NIGHT OF CAPTION MATTER, THEREBY
LENDING MURE CREDENCE TO THE POSSIEBILITY THAT BUCKLAND IS MESHING
FRAGMENTED FACTS/EVEMTS AND MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE
ACTUAL SE“UENCE OF EVENTS. N3 RECOMMENDATION TO POLYGRAPH

CAPT., PUENTE BEING MADE AT THIS TIME. INFORMATION CONTAINED IN

CAPT. PUENTE'S STATEMENT (MADE TO U.S. HILGRDUP— 7¢

B . s:Lv200R) SHOULD BE USED DURING ANY SUBSEQUENT

- SSMAN JOHN JOSEPH
@@N@RESSMA, APERS

KLEY P
MOA MS 100 ‘

INTERVIEY WITH MAJOR bUCKLAND. F3IHQ MAY WANT TO CONSIDER

FYPNOSIS AS A MEANS OF OBTAINING ACCURATE INFORMATION IN A LESS

CONFRONTATIONAL ATMOSPHERE,
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INVESTIGATION CONTINUES,

ADMINISTRATIVE

CASE DIRECTION, FROM THE INCEPTION HAS BEEN HANDLED BY THE
UeSe AMSASSADOR®S DFFICE, SPECIFICALLY LEGAL OFFICER DICK
CHIDESTER, POLITICAL OFFICER JANICE ELMOREs ICITAFP COORDINATOR
'RAY GAGNONs AND OTHERS AS REQUIRED. CHIDESTER AND ELMDRE ARE
QUITE CAPABLE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE THE ABILITY AND THE SOURCES TO
KEEP THIS MATTER MOVING FORWARD. THE AMBASSADOR AND DCM ARE
VERY IMVILVED AND WHEN NOT PERSONALLY DIRECTING THE MATTERs ARE
UPCATED THRJIUGH A DAILY FORMAL CONFERENCE, AND INFORMALLY
ERIEFED TRROUGHOUT THE DAY AS EVENTS WARRANT.

CHIDESTZR HAS UIONE AN OUTSTANDING JOB KEEPING THE MOMENTUM OF
THE CASE GLING AND ELMDRE®'S COMPILATION OF CONTACT INFORMATION
(AND ASSESSMENT OF SAME) HAS PROVED VALUABLE TO THE OVERALL
UKDERSTANDING OF EVENTS, 30T4H4 POLITICALLY ARND CULTURALY., THE

CHIDESTZR/ELMIRE TEAM ZFFORT IS GUITE EFFECTIVE, NOT JNLY WITH

TARS 04 ROESAL 0233 v o2 Ko os T
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THE NECESSARY STREET LEVEL WOKkKs BUT ALL LEVELS OF THE MILITARY,
NATIONAL PCLICE AND OTHER EL SALVADORIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICES.

REGARDING THE RECENT NEW YORK TIMES AND NEWSWEEK ARTICLES ON

THE MAJOR BUCKLAND STORY,

IT IS NOTeD THAT A DDS CABLE, DATED 15 JAN 90, ENTITLED "U,.S.
DFFICER HAD NOJ PRIOKk KNOWLEDGE OF SALVADOKAN MURDERS™ INDICATES
THAT THE PENTAGON REFUTED PRESS SPECULATION THAT A U.S. MILITARY
OFFICE?IHAD ADVANCE KNOWLEDGEeeee FSIHQ MAY WANT TO DBTAIN A

COPY CF THIS nEWS ARTICLE.

DECL OADR.
ALL j><EET.
BT
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Evidence Receipt (to be used in lisu of com. ‘ney covering evidence submissions to the le"" ’

Pisase Fumish Compiete Information

Agency submitting evidence

LT, FREE
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oo

Deivered by

0O Federal
O Local or State

by
Zmé
,I

Victim(s)

/63— Hi— 6108

ense 3. -

Siy Jesu. 7™ F(srs

/‘1‘&‘6'/&'¢ KPR
w / Chied
. v ) . ] - |Place and date of offense
CEalon Moo Creplamies o
Agency case # 2 /,//4 A"j’ / Ei/h\’ The :/ﬂbbﬂ‘/ 7o Sne VAR
Date of hearing, grand jury, trial, or reason Why expeditious handling is necessary
My, ns this case Evid. located Report to be directed to , » )
Yes [ No Room # . L — L,y Uy T
. ///L( /pol.\ )5YEe T4 29
o .
o %BS to Evidence to be returned to
g3 O Mailed Back
z & [ Picked Up by Contributor
E %:mm covering case
& — S
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Description of evidence
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" TITLE CHANGED TO REFLECT SUBJECTS NAMED IN CAPTIONED MATTER TO
DATE, TITLE PREVIOUSLY CARKIED AS ™UNSUB(S); SHOUTING DF SIX

JESUIT PRIESTSs SAN SALVADOR,s EL SALVADORs 11/16/89."
REQUEST TF BUREAU

THE BUREAU IS REQUZSTED TO NOTE CHANGED TITLE AND NOTIFY
APPROPRIATE FIELD OFFICES THAT HAVE RZCEIVED PREVIOUS COMMUNICATIONS

IN TIS MATTER.

EFFJIRTS CONTINUE TU SECURE SUFFICIENT EIOGRAPRICAL DATA CON

SUBJEZTS FCk INMNDEXING PURPCSES.,

IT IS NOTED THAT EXTENSIVZE DUS CABLE BEING TRANSMNITTED 1/17/90,
ATTENTION TO FPRI, MARTIN V. HALE, WHICH SUMMARIZES CURRENT STATUS
OF CAsSE,
3T

#0239
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FURTRER, DLAT MEXICO CITY HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THIS MATTER SINCE
JANUARY 10, 19S0 AND AS PREVIOQUSLY REPDRTED U.S. EMBASSY PERSONNEL
ARE QUITE COMMITTED T2 RéMAINING ABREAST OF ALL ASPECTS OF SAmM . B
SINCE THE ARRESTS OF CAPTIONED SUBJECfS, THIS MATTER HAS MOVEU MORE
INTO A "FOLLOW AND REPOKT®™ AND PCLITICAL ARZINA RATHER THAN AN
INVESTIGATIVEZ ONZ,s THcRE3Y DIMINISHING FBI ROLE AiD NEED FOR FBI
PRESENCE. ALL PERTINENT D235 CA3L:ES PERTAINING TO CAPTION MATTER
G DIRECTLY TS FBIAQ FOR INFIOKMATICN AND SUFFICIENTLY COMMENT ON
ALL IMPJIRTANT AREAS/ASPcCTS NF CAPTIONED MATTZR FROM AN

TUVESTTIGATIVE, JUDICIAL, ANJ POLITICAL STaNTPOTRT.

IT IS wPTED THAT NwCE THIS CASE MNOVEL FROM THE INVESTIGATIVE
PHASE TC TH: CCURT SY5Teins FUKTHEN IMVESTIGATIVE KEQUESTSs FROM THE
SALVADIRI oK GOVERNMENT FOK UeSe GuVEPKMENT IMVESTIGATIVE ASSISTANCE,
ARZ MIST PRUTATLY WOT FORTHCIAING USLESS THZ U.Se AMBASSADOR SEES

A IZED ENX Sips ALD PASSSURZS TAE SALVALIRAAn GOVERNMENT TU ACCEPT

DLAT Mz¥ICL CITY HAS DISCUSSED THIS WATT:=F AITH U.S. AXBASSADOR
CILLTA™ MALKTL wHS €D .CU3S TAaT FSI PRESEINCE IS NIT NECESSARY

AT THIS TIMZ 38520 OW DIYINISAED INVESTIGATIVe REQUeSTS #Y THe
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SALYADDXAN GOVERNNENT. DLAT mEXICO CITY ASSURED UeSe. AMBASSAUOR
WALKER THAT SAOJOULD THz NEzD ARISE FOR F3I INVESTIGATIVE Ok TECHNICAL

ASSISTANCE, SAME WOULZ BZ PROVIDED IMMEDIATELY.

IV VItw 0OF AB3VEZs AND ON A UAC3 ZASISy; DLATs MEXICO CITY HAS
MADE TOPAVelL ARRANGEMEIRTS FOR SATUKDAY, 1/20/90. DECL OADn
8T

¥0240
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I3 NGT FAReSzT MY TCILESTS FIOxk TIedANIcaL
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THAT SHLULN T4 4= ATISz f WIULD MaKe APPIUPKIATE CONTACT wWITH UlS.

FHRESSY PI2SONNEL, 3w SALVASSEL.  2iVaS STATew THAT SUTUSE CASE DIPECTION
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END INVESTIGATIVE RZQUESTS ARE UP T3 THE PRESIDING CRIMINAL JUDGE.

ON 1/17/9C RIVAS ADVISED Ht SPENT SEVERAL HOURS WITH A JESUIT
REPRESENTATIVZ WHL ADVISID TAAT fééY, THE JESUITSs INTEND TJ HIRE A
PRIVATE "2N3CICUTOK Il THI> CASE, RIVAS INDICATED THAT UNDER SALVADJIRAN
LAW IT IS PERMISSA3ZLE TJ HIKE THE PRISECUTOX FOR A PARTICULAR CASE.
PIVAS ADYISZD THAT.THIS MAY 82 G0uD Fu® THE CASE SINCE THE JESUITS
#OULT 25 (UITe VDPCAL/C®LITICAL SF Trz JUTCOME oE THE CASt

DEPENDTNG ON FINAL RESILUTIIN.

SHOL/1ES s SIVES HiaTI AVAI ALy FJ¥ ReViivns TU B3UAGeNTSs THE
STATEMSHNTS “2LT 2Y CAPTITLED 3U3J2CTS TASICALLY s ALL
CF THZ SULISTEIT Mz™ (53TSy CFle & PVT3) ALMIT TO THEIK ROLE IN
CAPTIONZT “aTT-Re STATE%ZHNTS aD-z 5Y Tac OPFFICERS ARt IN CUNFLICT
T TERMS 0F LT WAS I, (HAYGT OF TH: UWPZRATIOA AT THZ UCA CAMPUS
ERD MED WAS PRISERT waSih COLe 23INaVIDES GAVE THE GRDExSe COUOLCNEL

F

r

NaV

Fd

n
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1S GIVING THE TDER To KILL ANYOUNZe LTe MEDOZA

&
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on
wn
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IMG PPESENT wHEW Clle 5ENAVILES STDERS LTe ESPINIZA

i

T KTLL Th™ PIIESTSy 4D OINISS BIING InN CHARGE OF THc OPERATION

ET UCA.  LT. ZSPINIIE AT 24D LTe GJZVARA PLACE LTe McNDOJZA IN THE

i
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PRIEFING WITH COLe BERAVIDES AND GUEVARA & ESPINOSA ACKNOWLEDGE THAT
LT. MEMDOZA WAS PLACED IN CHARGE OF THE OPERATIUN BY COL. BENAVIDES.

ALL FJQUR DFFICERS HAVc ENTEKED "NOT GUILTY'™ PLEAS BEFGRE THE COURT.

ON 1716790, PRESIDING CRIMINAL JUDGE Dike RICARDO ZAMDRAS

PEVIEWED THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED ARD MADE THE OETERMINATION THAT
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THERE WAS PROBAZLE CAuSc TO CHARGz ALL 8 SUBJECTS IN CUSTODY
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PASS: [;IA TRANSMIT fESAMEMBASSYa SAN SALVADOR- FOR AMBASSADOR

WILLIAM 6. WALKER- SAN SALVADOR: ARA FOR BERNARD ARONSON.

SUBJECT: COLONEL GUILLERMO .ALFREDO EE;AVIDESCE%RENéﬂ ET ALS
SHOOTING OF SIX JESUIT-PRIESTSn SAN SALVADOR~ EL SALVADOR-
.NOVEMBER lb- 19895 FPC - MURDER.

U.S. ARMY MAJOR ERIC WARREN BUCKLAND WAS INTERVIEWED AT
FORT BRAGG- NORTH CAROLINA~ ON JANUARY 18-19-.1990- BY SPECIAL
AGENTS OF THE FBI. AT THE-OUTSET OF THE INTERVIEW. MAJOR
BUCKLAND WAS ADVISED THAT QE WAS BEING QUESTIONED PARTICULARLY
ON ANY INFORMATION KNOWN TO HIM PRIOR To NOVEMBER 1b. 1989,

| 163 bloss - 177

;2;1 - 1/19/90 2443 590y
MR.. REVELL
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REGARDING THE KILLING OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS. é;;ﬁm_

MAJOR BUCKLAND STATED THAT ALL STATEMENTS PROVIDED BY HIM
TO THE FBI ON JANUARY 10. 1990. REGARDING EVENTS BEGINNING ON
OR ABOUT DECEMBER 20- 1989 WHEN SALVADORAN COLONEL CARLOS A.
AVILES TOLD HIM ABOUT THE JESUIT KILLINGS ARE CORRECT.

MAJOR BUCKLAND ADVISED THAT HIS STATEMENTS TO0 THE FBI OF
JANUARY 11-12+ 1990- SPECIFICALLY REGARDING PRIOR KNOULEDGE OF
THE KILLINGS. ARE NOT CORRECT. HE ADVISED HE DOES NOT RECALL
ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION REGARDING ANY PROPOSED THREAT TO OR
ATTACK ON THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL AMERICA {UCA} AND/OR JESUIT
PRIESTS PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1L 1989.

MAJOR BUCKLAND ADVISED THAT AROUND THE END OF OCTOBER-
1989+ HE DID ACCOMPANY COLONEL AVILES ON ONE VISIT AND POSSIBLY
TWO VISITS TO THE SALVADORAN MILITARY SCHOOL WHERE COLONEL
BENAVIDES UAS THE COMMANDANT. HE STATED COLONEL AVILES TOLD
HIM HE HAD BEEN DIRECTED TO 60 SEE COLONEL BENAVIDES TO "SMOOTH
OUT A PROBLEM." NOT FURTHER DEFINED BY COLONEL AVILES. DURING
CTHE VISITIS} TO THE SCHOOL~ MAJOR BUCKLAND STATED HE DOES NoT
RECALL COLONEL AVILES MAKING ANY STATEMENT REGARDING ANY

PROPOSED ACTION AGAINST THE UCA OR THE JESUIT PRIE.STS BY
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| MAJOR BUCKLAND RECALLS THAT AROUND THE FIRST Two WEEKS IN
" 'NOVEMBER+~ 1989+ COLONEL AVILES AND HIS FAMILY VACATIONED AT
NEU ORLEANS. LOUISIANA. HE STATED HE SAW COLONEL AVILES UPON
HIS RETURN TO SAN SALVADOR ON EITHER NOVEMBER 1t OR lb+ 1989.

" MAJOR BUCKLAND STATED HE DOES NOT RECALL COLONEL AVILES MAKING
ANY COMMENT ON OR ABOUT NOVEMBER b~ 1989 TO THE EFFECT THAT
ANY SALVADORAN MILITARY PERSONNEL MAY HAVE BEEN PLANNING O
WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACK AT UCA.

MAJOR BUCKLAND STATED THAT SHORTLY AFTER HEARING OF THE
KILLING OF THE SIX PRIESTS IT WAS HIS+ MAJOR BUCKLAND'S.
SUSPICION THAT THE FMLN WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CRIME.

MAJOR BUCKLAND STATED ALSO THAT SOME TIME BETUEEN THE
KILLING OF THE JESUIT PRIESTS AND DECEMBER 20~ 1989+ COLONEL
AVILES DID MENTION TO HIM THAT AVILES HAD- VISITED THE SCENE oF
THE CRIME AND THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT AND AVILES FELT
THERE UAS A 50-50 POSSIBILITY THE SALVADORAN MILITARY HAD
CONDUCTED THE ATROCITY.

MAJOR BUCKLAND ADVISED THAT BETWEEN NOVEMBER 29 AND
DECEMBER 2. 1989+ HE+ COLONEL AVILES+ AND SALVADORAN VICE



a . .'
Lrmir min AL IS Rl SN
. r i A SRR R -

- FEDITAIFTTIAL O . ELTIC  TION -

-
' Comr s amim e s Y

COirmr s 2o e
~ B S .. .

‘HINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS-. RICHARD VALDIBIASO-. TRAVELED TO,

'UASHINGTONa D.Cen TO TRANSPORT AN SA? WEAPON WHICH HAD BEEN

'RECOVERED FROM THE THEN RECENT PLANE CRASH IN EL SALVADOR.
MAJOR BUCKLAND NOTED THAT DURING THE COURSE OF THAT THREE OR
FOUR DAY VISIT. HE DOES NOT RECALL ANY SPECIFIC DISCUSSION
'ABOUT PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE JESUTT KILLINGS OR ABOUT WHO WAS
RESPONSIBLE OTHER THAN THE FMLN.

IN SUMMARY. MAJOR BUCKLAND STATED THAT HE POSSESSED No
SPECIFIC PRIOR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE MURDERS OF THE JESUIT
PRIESTS OR ANY SPECIFIC PLANS OR THREATS AGAINST THEM.

MAJOR BUCKLAND ATTRIBUTED HIS JANUARY 11 AND 12+ 1950-
STATEMENTS AS TO HIS KNOWLEDGE OF PRE-NOVEMBER b+ 1989+ EVENTS
TO: HIS BEING CONVINCED AT THE INTERVIEW/POLYGRAPH THAT HE
DID HAVE SOME PRIOR KNOWLEDGES THAT HE HAD BEEN SUPPRESSING
SUCH PRIOR KNOWLEDGE4 HIS FEELINGS OF HELPLESSNESS AND
CONFUSIONS AND THAT HE BEGAN TO DOUBT HIMSELF AND THE THINGS
'THAT HE KNEW TO BE TRUE.

MAJOR BUCKLAND EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN AND THAT OF HIS
FAMILY FOR MEDIA ACCOUNTS RELATING TO HIM AND HIS REPORTED
KNOULEDGE REGARDING THE INCIDENT AT UCA- SAN SALVADOR-
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SUBJEECT: MURDER OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS IN SAN SALVADOR.

e

EL SALVADOR: FPC.

ON THURSDAY JANUARY 4. 1990, THE LANGUAGE SERVICES UNIT

{LSU} REQUESTED TRANSLATION ASSISTANCE FROM WMFO RE CAPTIONED

CASE IN ORDER TO MEET A JANUARY 8. 1990. DEADLINE SET BY THE

OFFICE OF LIAISON AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

HELP LSU PERSONNEL COMPLETE THE WORK.

THE ACCOUNTING AND BUDGET ANALYSIS UNIT. ADMINISTRATIVE

WMFO LANGUAGE

SERVICES DIVISION. HAS APPROVED 29 HOURS OF OVERTIME FOR LS
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Cskr OF STARS

William S. Sessions

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

J. Edgar Hoover Building, Room 7176
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Mr. Director:

_
w\
'\
!
_?.\

I am a member of the House Speaker's Special Task Force on El Salvador,
which is charged with monitoring the investigation of the murder of six ] esuit
priests in El Salvador last November. As you know, the Salvadoran government

two weeks ago arrested eight members of the military in connection with the
murders.

I understand that FBI personnel assisted E] Salvador's Special Investigative
Unit (SIU) with aspects of .this investigation. The members of the E] Salvador Task
Force plan to make their first visit to El Salvador beginning February 11. It would
be useful for myself and the other members of the Task Force if the FBI could
address two matters prior to our departure.

First, I would like the FBI to describe the character of the assistance it has
provided the SIU or any other Salvadoran government body in their conduct of this
Investigation. Does the FBI plan to provide further assistance?

Second, I would like to know ‘the FBI's assessment of the quality of the
Salvadoran investigation thus far. Insofar as the FBI has knowledge of evidence
gathered by the SIU linking the arrested men to the crime, what is the FBI's view
of its quality? Does the FBI have any reason to believe other individuals who
might have been involved in the crime have yet to be arrested? Has the SIU's
investigation been deficient in any respects? If so, how might the Salvadoran or
U.S. governments help improve ifs performance?

ForT. O J63- 6/055-]14XF
Drtcomant # 22 S



January 22, 1990
Page 2

I appreciate the FBI's valuable contributions to this investigation. Thank you
for your attention to this important matter. I look forward to your reply.

With best regards,

Lee H. Hamilton

Chairman

Subcommittee on Europe
and the Middle East

cc: Congressman Joe Moakley
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msh #48 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laborotory Work Sheet

To: Mr. Martin V. Hale
Deputy Assistant Director
Office of Liaison and International

Affairs FBI FILE NO. 163A-HQ-61055
LAB. NO. 00116093 P X0
Ret  SIX JESUIT PRIESTS, HOUSEKEEPER,  youRNo.
ONE CHILD

FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION

Examination by: . ’ ¢/7L

Examination requested by: Bureau

Reference: Evidence received January 16, 1990
Examination requested: Photographic

Specimens received: l January i6, 1990

Specimen:

Q1 One Maxell T-120 VHS surveillance video cassette
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of sealed evidence for examination in connection with case number O d Back »
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Contributor

This evidence will remain in the custody of the FBI Laboratory while the examinations are being conducted. Following

completion of the examinations, a report containing the resuits of the examinations and the disposition of the evidence will be
forwarded to your department. It evidence Is picked up personally, your representative should identify it with the Laboratory '
case number(s) assigned in the FBI Laboratory report. }
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" SALVADORAN COLONEL CARLOS ARMANDO AVILES. | ‘;i?:;?
" IT IS ALSO REQUESTED THAT IF NOT ALREADY DONE+ AN EFFORT.
" 'BE MADE TO CONFIRM WHETHER COLONEL AVILES AND HIS FAMILY WERE
" VACATIONING AT NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA. AROUND THE FIRST FEU
"WEEKS OF NOVEMBER- 1989 AS REPORTED BY U.S. ARMY MAJOR ERIC U.
BUCKLAND.
' THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BEING REQUESTED IN ORDER TO
FURTHER EVALUATE MAJOR BUCKLAND'S STATEMENTS.

FBI HEADQUARTERS IS ALSO INTERESTED IN ANY PERTINENT
POLYGRAPH RESULTS REGARDING COLONEL AVILES AND ANY OTHER
INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED TO U.S. OR SALVADORAN PERSONNEL
REGARDING MAJOR AVILES.
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Janu.wy 29, 1990

Honorable Peter DeFazio A”_ R{FQ m, E “1 ‘-

oS jashington, D.c. _;...zt;e 5 uw,s:sm

T?WD—-_- ear Congressman DeFazio: 35 ‘D ‘?214_5
i E B 74//—7;@;‘;

In your letter of December 18, 1989, you brought to the
attentlon of Director Sessions your 1nterest in the interviews of
Lucgg,Barrerra de Cerna and her husband regarding the mirder of

six Jesuit grlests in El salvador. 1I certainly understand your
concern, I am saddened at the senseless death of these

people.

.

While I am not able to reveal all the details of this
investigation while it remains pending, I want to assure you that
our law enforcement cooperation with a foreign law enforcement
authority is reviewed on a case-by-case basis. We render
assistance only after we are satisfied that a legitimate law
enforcement purpose exists and, as is often the case, after
coordination with the Departments of State and Justice. 1In this
instance, the FBI has only a limited role. We are providing
support to the Special Investigative Unit of El1 Salvador, the law
enforcement organization charged by the government of E1 Salvador
to investigate the kllllngs. It ap rs that they are maklng
substantial progress in thelr 1nves // ( -

Cf/ﬂd)@‘ S5
- 9 /K
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We are cooperating with on tess on the 1ssue of FBI
assistance to the E1l Salvadoran authorities. oOn December 15,
1989, the FBI received a request from Congressman Joe Moakley for
a brleflng concernlng the FBI’s handling and interviewing of the
Salvadoran family in this matter. Congressman Moakley chairs an
ad hoc congressional task force on behalf of the Speaker that is
investigating the murders. On December 19, 1989, after approval
by Director Sessions and the Department of Justlce,
representatives of the FBI briefed Congressmen Moakley, McHugh,
McClosky, Hoyer, Hamllton Bonior, Spratt, Obey, and Murtha.
Several staff were also present The topics of the briefing
included the FBI’s handling of the Salvadoran family, how the FBI
uses the polygraph as. an investigative aid, and the FBI’s role in
foreign police cooperation matters. Many of the same issues you
have raised were of concern to Chairman Moakley’s task force.
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Honorable Peter DeFazio

.. . In addition, the Congressional task force recently
asked several further questions of us to properly document their
record, and we are preparing responses. Because of the multiple
congressional inquiries we have received in regard to this issue,
I respectively request that your staff coordinate with the task
force to receive the information the FBI has provided. I believe
it will be very helpful in addressing your concerns.

I hope this information is of assistance to you.

Sincerely yours,

- John E. Collingwood
Inspector-in-Charge
Congressional Affairs Office

CONGRESSMANJOHNJOSEPH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100



Honorable Peter DeFazio

NOTE: By letter dated December 18, 1989, Congressman PETER
DEFAZIO requested that the FBI provide a detailed account to him
of the interrogation of LUCIA BARRERRA de CERNA and her husband
‘regarding their alleged eye witness accounts of the murder of six
Jesuit priests in El Salvador. 1In our response, we note that the
FBI briefed the ad hoc congressional task force appointed to
review this issue and we recommend that Congressman DEFAZIO

contact the task force to obtain the results of information we
provided.
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Training
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Director's Sec'y

Subject : FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION
GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR;
MURDER OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS;

NOVEMBER 11, 1989
SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR

To forward the enclosed documents to the Criminal

PURPOSE:
(CID).

Investigation Division
On 1/5/90, captloned 1nd1v1dual was admlnlstered 17&;

DETAILS:

El1 Salvador.

RECOMMENDATION: That the enclosed documents be forward to
CID and be placed in Bufile 163-HQ-61206 for retention.
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POLYGRAPH REPORT

DATE OF REPORT ' | DATE OF EXAMINATION BUREAU FILE NUMBER FIELD FILE NUMBER
716786 /%784 163A-H0- & /=20¢
LD OEFICE OB AGENCY UESTING N
FIELD O €, “bepr. o Fr3ThRte e AT
AUTHORIZING OFFIGIAL . DATE AUTHORIZED
Asst. Director, Laboratory Division 1/2/90

EXAMINEE NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE)
BUCKLAND, ERIC WARREN

CASE TITLE FOREIGN POLICE COOPERATION;
COVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR:
MURDER OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS;
NOVEMBER 11, 1989,

/4}6% SAN SALVADOR, EL SALVADOR
REFERENCES 403 P I e -
i L o=
e T LT e
alught T e 2 S
CASE SYNOPSIS/EXAMINER CONCLUSION T & (0 _‘Ia ) ;o%b;mJQ/%t

On 11/11/89, The FMLN, "a Marxist-Leninist Guertilla organization
fighting to overthrow the Government of El Salvador, launched its biggest
offensive to date against the city of San salvador. The Salvadoran Armed
Forces' elite group, the Atlacatl Batallion, participated in the Salvadoran
governmant's efforts to repel the guerrilla attack. The offensive lasted,
off and on, for approximately three weeks. '

-
s cemig

On the night of 11/15-16/89, unknown individuals entered the ' *
Central American University (UCA) and killed six Jesuit priests, théir cook,
and the cook's daughter. A hand-printed sign was left by the killers wherein
the FMLN took responsibility for carrying out the adjudication of the Jesuit
traitors. ,

Investigation by El1 Salvador's Special Investigation Unit (SIU)
determined that the murders had occurred on 11/16/89, between 2:00 and 3:00AM.
Further investigation determined that on 11/13/89, members of the Atlacatl
Batallion had conducted a search of the Jesuit priest's living auarters.. SIU
continues its investigation with no particular suspects or witnesses to date.

. ERIC WARREN BUCKLAND, a Major in the U.S. Army is presently assigne:
to the Military Group (MilGroup) in El Salvador. He is assioned to Salvadoran
Armed Forces Col. CARLOS A. AVILES. On 1/3/90, BUCKLANT furhishedrarstatémrent
to his~U.S." superior officer stating that on or about 12/20/89 he (BUCKLAND)
received information, which he did not report, concerning the Jesuit killings.
BUCKLAND stated that s in a confidential conversation, AVILES had told him tha:
Col. BENAVIDEZ, Commandant of the Military School, was responsible for the
Jesuit killings. According to the statement, BENAVIDEZ went to current SIU
‘Chief, Lt. Col. MANUEL RIVAS, told him (RIVAS) that he (BENAVIDEZ) was TesSpons:
for the killings and asked RIVAS for help. RIVAS mentioned the conversation tc
Col. LOPEZ LOPEZ, LOPEZ told AVILES, and AVILES told BUCKLAND.

EXAMINER NAME:
> I |

pf7 42 - FB1/D0J

3




’

Because of the seriousness of the matter, Major BUCKLAND was re-
quested and agreed to submit to a polygraph exam-nation concerning the veracity
of his statement. During the pre test interview, BUCKLAND denied lving in his
statement and denied making up any part of it. He admitted, however, that
AVILES had also told him something else that he had not reported to anvone vet.
BUCKLAND stated that AVILES told him that the individual responstble for killin
Archbishop ROMERO was now living in the United states and that his identity was
known to AVILES and to SIU. BUCKLAND denied having been told the identitv of
this person. The following relevant questions were used during the examination

A. Is anything in your statement a lie? no

B. Did you make up anvthing concerning what Col. AVILES told you?no

) It is the opinion of the examiner that the responses recorded on the
polygraph charts are indicative of deception. BUCKLAND was informed of the res
but maintained that his statement was true and correct to the best of his re-
collection. Additional testing was afforded in which the following relevant
questions were asked:

C.Did you lie about what Col. AVILES told you? no
D.Did AVILES indicate to you that he had information on the
Jesuit killings? ves

It is the opinion of the examiner that the responses recorded on these
charts are indicative of decepion. BUCKLAND was again informed of the results.
He claimed that everything he said was true. It was subsequently agreed by
BUCKLAND's superiors, including the Amabassodor, that BUCKLAND be sent to the
United States and be tested at FBIHQ the following week.
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CONSENT TO INTERVIEW WITH POLYGRAPH

PLACE: _Se M‘A/

DATE: /- S-S0
TIME: 20, 20 Z A~
Before we begin an examination by means of the polygraph
. ARy

in connection with ; r D o 2

o L7

you must understand your rights.

YOUR RIGHTS

You have the right to refuse to take the polygraph
test.

If you agree to take the polygraph test, you have
the right to stop the test at any time.

If you agree to take the'polygraph test, you have
the right to refuse to answer any individual questions.

WAIVER AND CONSENT

I have read this statement of my rights and I under-
stand what my rights are. I voluntarily agree to be examined
by means of the polygraph during this interview. I understand
and know what I am doing. No threats or promises have been
used against me to obtain my consent to the use of the polygraph.
I understand that the examination room (BOEST (DOES NOT) contain
an observation device and that the examination {W¥EEr— .(WILL NOT)
be monitored or recorded.

Ai[ a:ru!.{:.“?‘?N BQ:\ '!}:ED SIGNED éfc/zéégm

6

Lhif 31092 py lodi e o7

WITNESS: [70

xaminer)
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Polygraph Examination Worksheet

Date of Examination

Freld File Numper

Date of Repor: Bureau File Number

1/10/9¢ 1/5/90 1R3A_HO- )
Location of Exarpmanon B Examiner Name

San Sa’ vador, El1 Szlvador SA %

Examinee Name (Las:. Firsi, Miodle)

BUCKLAND, ERIC WARREN ‘ Vi
" Age Place of Bz /' C
h e a4
; : Sex I Ma iJS L Cu ddress
STt 188 | M Married ’ % MITGROUT? AMEMB _E] Salvader
Previous Potygraph Examination | Language Dunng Exam Requesied By Examidee B

None

English

— Nc

— Yes
X

4
To

Edﬁcahpn (Tota: Years.

graduate of the University of Kansas

Employment History Militar,

1977 to Present =

U.S. Armv (Major)

Health M_ecma'.r:»"
Claimed

to be 1in g¢ood health.

Not under M.D, care. Not taking medication.
Arrests/Convictions
Claimed none.
Check COne Only FBI EMP APP Type of investigation Totat Examine” Time NC._J€ &€
Subjec: Special Agent Cnminai X
Vigur Suppor FCI g
Withess - X Trans.a'z Agmir InGuiry | atotohd S
Suspez: Contrac: psPP ,
Asse! Appucart Esumatec Prope™ Vai.e
Informan: Leax Case _ Yes __ Nc WITSEC L 2
Apprzan Other Fegera!
FB! Empicvee
Date(s; Time [n Time Out
1/%/90 Q:50A 2:10P
Examination Resutts
D1 X INT Pretes: Aamissior . x Confessior
ND! NC Post Test Agmission - Confession
Comments ‘Na~e ‘W nes: o cInterprerer % !(%l 2 ‘:—~//'¢ —\, /,{‘9‘745
- - et .. . ‘{ . ]
i H LI T . -

v ‘i" ;" c-d'i;-.

IC 42

S0 qe - ‘f-C‘lU_Un/co"f

FBL DOV



I

. S TATEMENT. Wj ;

m———— T4

I, MAJ Eric W. Buckland“ am writing this statement
of my own will and will present a details, as I know them, to the

L best of my ability and as I remember them.

C-V,

On or about 20 December 1989, I was in the office of the ESAF
COL Carlos A. Aviles and we were talking about current events,

ongoing projects for PSYOP - essentially the typical, almost daily

conversation we had. During the course of our discussion, the case
of the Jesuits arose and COL Aviles mentioned that he had some new

information about the case. Before continuing, he repeated several
times that I was to use this information for "Break in Case of

Emer

/"

San

gency." He then began to tell me the information:

COL Lopez y Lopez had told him that LTC Rivas had told him that
COL Benavides (Commandant of EM) had admitted his responsibility
in the slaying of the Jesuits. Again - when the investigation
of the killings had started, COL Benavides had approached LTC
Rivas and said something to the effect of, "I did it. What can
you do to help me?" According to COL Aviles,

LTC Rivas was scared and did not know what to do. As a result,
the investigation slowed and eventually, COL Lopez y Lopez went
to talk to LTC Rivas. During the conversation LTC Rivas told
COL Lopez y Lopez about COL Benavides' comments. COL Lopez y
Lopez then passed on the information to COL Aviles and

COL Aviles told me. Additionally, he told me that members of
the BIRI Atlacatl GOE, lead by _a lieutenant had_done the actual
kllllng The GOE had been worklng out of the Escuela Militar

during the offensive.

I asked COL Aviles who else knew and he said no one. I asked if
COL Ponce knew and he said he believed that he did, but wasn't
sure. He did not feel that it was his place to tell him. I
wanted to know why they did not arrest COL Benavides right then
and COL Aviles said that nothing could be done until the
investigation was completed., We talked about the problem, in
general terms and both agreed that the killings made no sense.

In subsequent discussions, I continued to ask about the
investigation and COL Aviles told me that it was going well.
One lieutenant from the Atlacatl had been guestioned a few times
and had done poorly with the polygraph - according to
COL Aviles, the lieutenant had several excuses for why he had
done poorly on the polygraph and appeared to be nervous. The
Colonel also stated that the, troops from the Atlacatl were being
questioned and that their ‘stories were starting to conflict.
During our last discussion about the issue, COL- Aviles told me
that he had seen COL Benavides briefly at the Escuela Militar
and that he look like n eat was losing weight and
seemed worrigsix;‘;!ﬁ ‘_, 4{%‘; ?;/irﬁ#;éya?
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