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MOAKLEY APPLAUDS AMERICA' S TEACHERS 

Congressman Joe  Moakley today s a l u t e d  t h e  American t eache r  a s  "one of 
t h e  s i n g l e  most important  reasons  exce l l ence  is r e e n t e r i n g  our 
n a t i o n ' s  schools . "  

Moakley, c i t i n g  a bevy of s t u d i e s  which show s t u d e n t  s tandard ized  t e s t  
s co re s  r i s i n g  and acces s  t o  educa t ion  being expanded t o  t h e  d i sab l ed ,  
s a i d  t h a t  whi le  much work s t i l l  needs t o  be done t o  improve educat ion,  
"we can s a f e l y  say  t h a t  s t r i d e s  have been made." 

The key t o  educa t ion  reform, Moakley s a i d ,  r e s t s  i n  " h i r i n g  q u a l i t y  
t e a c h e r s  who a r e  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  b a s i c s  and a r e  committed and i n s p i r e d  
t o  t each ing  our youth." To a t t r a c t  such ind iv idua l s ,  however, t h e  
na t ion  must be w i l l i n g  " t o  pay them as we would pay any p r o f e s s i o n a l , "  
Moakley sa id .  

While t eache r  s a l a r i e s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  improve nationwide,  Moakley 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  ma jo r i t y  of t e a c h e r s  today ea rn  " f a r  l e s s  than they 
deserve,  cons ide r ing  what an important  r o l e  they p lay  i n  shaping our 
f u t u r e  l e a d e r s .  " 

Moakley applauded t h e  r i s e  i n  S c h o l a s t i c  Apt i tude Tes t  Scores 
r e g i s t e r e d  l a s t  year ,  and s a i d  much of t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  i nc rease  
r e s t s  wi th  "suppor t  from wi th in  t h e  home and from wi th in  t h e  
classroom, namely, t h e  t eache r s .  " Scores  on t h e  s tandard ized  t e s t s  
jumped by t h e  l a r g e s t  margin i n  20 y e a r s  l a s t  yea r ,  wi th  t h e  average 
SAT ve rba l  s c o r e  r i s i n g  t o  431 and mathematics up t o  475. 

"Every one of us  can p o i n t  t o  a t  l e a s t  one t eache r  we've had over t h e  
yea r s  who helped shape our l i v e s , "  Moakley sa id .  " I t ' s  about time w e  
took a moment t o  thank them f o r  a job wel l  done." 
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