Q -L 1’) ;:(0pw.¢bu;“\‘

ATLACATL

.The troops .charged with..the . Jesuit murders were a part. of.the.

Atlacatl Battalion. The Atlacatl has a special relationship with the
United States in that it was the first Salvadoran battalion to be
created basically from scratch by United States military trainers.
The purpose of the U.S. military training of the Atlacatl, which
began with the Battalion’s formation in 1981, was to create an
approximately 2,000 man infantry unit that would respond rapidly to
points of conflict and pursue guerrillas through the countryside.

The Atlacatl Battalion members also received human rights training
from U.S. advisors. The total training package was promoted as the
way to create a new, "professional" Salvadoran army that would fight
FMLN combatants aggressively while also respecting international
rules of war, such as refraining from torture and from the killing of
civilians and non-combatants.

Unfortunately, the Atlacatl Battalion has compiled an extensive
record of human rights violations from its conception in 1981 up to
the present. In December 1981, soldiers of the Atlacatl took part in
a search-and-destroy operation in Morazan department known as the E1
Mozote massacre which resulted in the murder of over 700 civilians,
according to the Catholic Church legal office in E1 Salvador.
Americas Watch reports that in November 1983, dozens of civilians
were killed by Atlacatl soldiers in the towns of Copapayo, La
Escopeta, and San Nicolas. Then-U.S. ambassador to El1 Salvador
Thomas Pickering even said that he was prepared to believe that
"troops of the Atlacatl had actually been involved in a massacre."
Just last year, Atlacatl soldiers were implicated in three episodes
of civilian killings including the torture of seven detainees near
Tres Ceibas which resulted in the death of two of the tortured men.

There are additional documented cases of human rights atrocities
committed by the Atlacatl Battalion. In total, Americas Watch and
the Catholic Church legal office have determined that the Atlacatl
Battalion has been responsible for the murder of over 925 civilians
and non-combatants in El1 Salvador since the Battalion’s formation in
1981.

é%ﬂﬂi/wf%k&/{ é‘ AM/ /Mﬁi.A&’, L/gw/ & ﬂxVH//
& D ahgme. oud) oA U5 Vi) Fa s Fovras . I3
(/{‘/ 2 i/? [fL/fM/z;f /x.(f b é QM& [‘LL’L 51447 V‘l“(/“-;il_lw N ms

t"""‘*,

‘/rf ‘/_{? L{ AL o J{ 1/3(_— f/t‘\?(‘ S c’,‘\!\'\:\‘f—/ AH“«#[ VVC L»/—:l—/

){"'{ J/X Yz ‘} _" 7 U/p :l;zu!‘ e {/VUT"C, RL,ZJ/U AL AKM,;% j w / t’\/l i /7

e

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOSEPH
MOAKLEY PAPERS
MS 100



