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STATEMENT OF PIAYOR K E V I N  H .  WHITE 

P r e s i d e n t  Ford ' s  s t a t emen t  yes t e rday  a c t s  t o  impede t h e  
enforcement o f  t h e  Federa l  Court Order t o  deseg rega t e  Boston's  
P u b l i c  School s and t h u s  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  s a f e t y  of  o u r  s choo l  
c h i l d r e n .  

I n  s o  do ing ,  h e  has  jepord ized  t h e  c i v i l  and human r i g h t s  
o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h i s  c i t y ,  and h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  
r u l e  o f  l a w  throughout  t h i s  l and .  

The P r e s i d e n t  has  s a i d :  

-- That he  opposes t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Fede ra l  Court . . .  
-- That h e  i s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p rov ide  Fede ra l  enforcement o f  a Federa 

Court  Order.  . . 
-- That he i s  h e s i t a n t  t o  heed t h e  c a l l s  o f  h e l p  from t h i s  C i t y  

t o  l'mplement t h e  l a w .  

Yet he i s  w i l l i n g  t o  under-cut  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  Judge 
G a r r i t y l s  Fede ra l  Court d e c r e e s . . .  

He i s  w i l l i n g  t o  encourage r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Law of  
o u r  Nat ion . . . 

He i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a u n t  t h i s  C i t y  i n t o  becoming a n o t h e r  
L i t t l e  Rock. 

P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower never  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  landmark 1954 
Supreme Court Dec is ion  on deseg rega t ion .  He main ta ined  t h a t  as 
it w a s  t h e  law o f  t h e  l a n d ,  and t h e  judgement o f  t h e  independent  
J u d i c i a r y ,  it had t o  be upheld.  

P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy s e n t  Fede ra l  t r o o p s  t o  M i s s i s s i p p i  and 
Alabama, a t  a t ime  when i n t e g r a t i o n  w a s  no more popu la r  i n  t h e  
South t h a n  bus ing  i s  today i n  t h e  North. 

I n  twenty y e a r s ,  no P r e s i d e n t  h a s  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  o r  sought  
t o  undermine t h e  commitment of  t h e  Fede ra l  Government t o  t h e  
enforcement o f  F e d e r a l  Law. 
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On Pionday, P r e s i d e n t  F o r d ' s  A t to rney  Genera l  den ied  t h a t  
a  f e d e r a l  p resence  i s  neces sa ry  o r  needed t o  e n f o r c e  a F e d e r a l  
Court  Order .  

Yesterday morning,  P r e s i d e n t  Fo rd ' s  Deputy At torney  Genera l  
s h a r p l y  d e f i n e d  t h e  llrnits on t h e  J u d g e ' s  enforcement powers 

' and s a i d  t h a t  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  Marsha l l s  would be  f l a t l y  
den ied .  

And y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  Ford h imse l f  s a i d  t h a t  
h e  d o e s n ' t  f i n d  d e s i r a b l e  and s e e s  no compel l ing  need f o r  
f e d e r a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

H i s  message i s  c l e a r l y  i n t e n d e d  t o  be h e a r d  and heeded 
n o t  o n l y  i n  Boston,  b u t  beyond t h i s  C i t y .  It i s  a l s o  meant f o r  
t h e  Mayors of N e w  York and P h i l a d e l p h i a  and A t l a n t a  and Cleveland 
and D e t r o i t  and P i t t s b u r g h .  The P r e s i d e n t  i s  t e l l i n g  a l l  o f  
U S  : 

"You're on your  own i n  t h e  implementat ion o f  F e d e r a l  Court 
o r d e r s ,  u n l e s s  and u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  r i o t  and r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  
streets o f  your  C i ty . "  

H e  i s  t e l l i n g  a l l  o f  u s :  
r.. - ,  , . 
' "Unless  you can show me: 

--The s t a - t i s t i c s  on t h e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d .  .. 
--The p i c t u r e s  o f  the schoo l  buses  b u r n i n g . .  . 
--The permanent and d e v a s t a t i n g  damage t o  your  C i t y  ... 

Then I s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i n  t h e  face of a  F e d e r a l  Court  
Orde r ,  s t r i c t l y  a l o c a l  a f f a i r .  " 

Thi s  C i t y  and h e r  people  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t a u n t s  and 
t e m p t a t i o n s  from Washington. We won ' t  a l l ow a c h i l d  t o  be 
s a c r i f i c e d  t o  f o r c e  t h e  unpopular  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Execut ive  Branch 
t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n .  

I have accep ted  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e f f e c t  Judge G a r r i t y  ' s  
Order  o f  y e s t e r d a y  and have c a l l e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  law enforcement  
p e r s o n n e l  from t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  MDC, 

But b e f o r e  t h i s  C i t y  and h e r  people  are moved i n t o  t h e  second 
and f i n a l  s t e p  i n  t h e  C o u r t ' s  remedy, i n v o l v i n g  a comprehensive 
c i ty -wide  p l a n  which inco rpo ra - t e s  a l l  s e c t i o n s  and neighborhoods 
o f  t h i s  C i t y ,  we must have Fede ra l  a s s i s t a n c e  and s u p p o r t  i n  
g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  of  o u r  s choo l  c h i l d r e n .  U n t i l  t h e  fo l lowing  
a s s u r a n c e s  a r e  made, I cannot  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  development - 

of t h a t  p l a n  o r  i n  t h e  p lanning  r e q u i r e d  f o r  i t s  implementat ion:  
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1. The Execu t ive  Branch o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government must 
c l a r i f y  when and under  what c i r c u m s t a n c e s  M a r s h a l l s ,  r e g u l a r  
F e d e r a l  t r o o p s ,  and o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  w i l l  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  implementa t ion  and enforcement  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Cour t  Order .  I r e j e c t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  
j u s t i f i e d  o n l y  when a c o n d i t i o n  o f  r i o t  and r e b e l l i o n  e x i s t s  
i n  o u r  s t r e e t s  and when l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  h a s  c o l l a p s e d .  

2 .  The f l a w s  and i n e q u i t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  P l a n  must b e  c o r r e c t e d  
and r e d r e s s e d .  The p e o p l e ,  whi te  and b l a c k ,  i n  a f f e c t e d  
ne ighborhoods ,  must b e  a l lowed  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t  
p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s .  

3 .  The F e d e r a l  and S t a t e  Government must commit t h e m s e l v e s  t o  
r e l i e v i n g  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  burden imposed upon t h e  a l r e a d y  
overburdened t a x p a y e r s  o f  t h i s  C i t y  due t o  t h e  Cour t  Order  
and t h e  mounting c o s t s  of  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  
measures .  


